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THE LIFE 

OF 

HENRY SALT, ESQ. F.R.S. 


CHAPTKH I. 

Mr. Salt’s “ l^lain statement of facts” relative to Belzoni. 

The two letters in the preceding chapter were 
^written, it is to be observed, at a period subsecpicnt 
to the unworthy treatinent Mr. Salt had expe- 
rienced frojn Mr, Jleizoni, and certainly display 
anything rather tlian an hostile disiiosition towards 
that individual. The subjoined statement, drawn 
from authentic document^ many of whicli are 
probably still in existence, is in the hand- writing 
df Mr. Salt^ and was not written till the middle 
of Octolier and after Mr. Belzoni’s work 

had been some time published. The insidious 
attacks directed agriinst Mr. Salt in that publi- 
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cation, and through other channels, at length in- 
duced him to draw up, for the information of his 
friends in England, an account of the real circum- 
stances of the case. lie was unwilling at that 
period that it should he suhmitted to the public, 
fi'orn the wish of not injuring llclzoni, and was 
merely desirous that it should be shown to tbose 
among his friends whose good opinion be most 
valued ; whether this request were complied with, 
in the generality of instances, I have no means of 
ascertaining — I only know that* I never even 
heard of the existence of such a statement till 
about a twelvemonth buck, u hen it was placed 
with other papers in my hand, by a ('ommon 
friend, to publish it or not to pul»lisb it, as I 
might judge most expedient. Had the matter 
been kej)t strictly private, I certainly should have 
adopted the latter alternative ; but as IMr. llel- 
zoni, in his work, has thought pioi)er to lay before 
the public vciy unfounded assertions respecting 
the transaction, all delicacy on the subject a])pcars 
to be at an entl, and common justice requires that 
the memory of ]\Ir. Salt should no longer suffer 
from the sui)pression of a document which gives a 
totally different colour to the transaction, and 

* Ttiis probably arose from accident, or mere forgetful- 
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places his good feelings in a most favourable point 
of view. f)n the score of imprudence, however, 
(in first giving his confidence to a foreign adven- 
turer, and secondly in the great sacrifices he made 
to ajipease his capricious selfishness and over- 
weening vanity,) JMr. Salt, it must he conceded, 
cannot he so readily acquilted. Tlie following is 
his statement of the case. 

A v]Ais STArr.MKN'r or i- acts. 

Ml*. Ilelzoni having failed in the water ma- 
chine made for the Pasha, owing to the intrigues 
of his cncmi(\s, was reduced to some distress, 
when being strongly recommended to me hy Sheik 
Ibrahim (Mr. Burkhardt^’, and his manners being 
remarkalily engaging, I dc^termined, in conjunc- 
#tion with Sheik Iliraliim, to employ him in bring- 
ing down tlic large head, and at the same time I 
furnislicd him witli some thousand piastres to 
excavate and buy antiquities on my account. 
The instructions we gave him about tlie head, 
which he has jniblished, anu \/hich, he says, arc 
‘ written in an assuming style,’ were also signed 
by Mr. Biirfvhardt, my associate in the undertak- 
ing, as the original now in iny possession testifies^ 
and the firmaun from the Pasha, for liberty of 
excavation, &:c. expressly states Mr. Belzoni to be 
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a person employed by me ; witliout %vhich he 
would not have been permitted to have carried 
on such an undertaking. Mr. lielzoni, in hi§ 
work, says, ‘ lleing a native of that part of Italy 
whioli had lately come under the Austrian domi- 
nions, I might have applied to the Austrian Con 
sail to obtain a firmaun from the Paslia ; but, as I 
enjoyed British protection, I applied to the British 
Consul now these few lines contain a fair speci- 
men of the candour to be met with throughout his 
work. 

“ In the first place, Mr. Bclzoni knows that he 
studiously avoided letting it be known in Egypt 
that he was from the new Austrian dominions, 
and that he invariably represented liimsolf to be a 
‘ Roman.’ I’lie memorandum in the consular 
office, left by my i)redecessoi-. Colonel Misset, is 
as follows, ‘ Mr. Belzoni came to Egypt with a 
British passpoi’t, and, liaving no natural protector 
(being a subject of tlie Pope), was in consequence 
admitted to the jirivilegcs of a British proteg6.’ 

“ Secondly, he knows that had ho been under 
his legitimate protection, the Austrian, Consul 
would not have procured him a firmaun to exca^ 
vate, but merely a common passport to ' visit the 
antiquities, &c. from the Pasha, as firmauns to 
excavate were extremely difficult to procure, and 
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tlicn given only to Consuls^ the idea being alto- 
gether new, and having excjted, as Mr. Belzoni’s 
work shows, considerable jealousy among the 
'I'urks. And, thirdly, he knows that he did not, 
through me, obtain any firmaun to work on his 
own account, nor did he think of even asking 
for it, as ho knows it would have been refused. 
Mr. Belzoni says in his work, ‘ It has been erro- 
neously stated tliat I was * regularly employed 
by Mr. Salt, &c. I positively deny that I was 
ever engaged by him in any shape whatever.’ 

“ The following extracts from his own letters 
will at least prove that he considered himself 
as commissioned by me and as acting under my 
orders — and, as he confesses that all expenses 
were paid by me, this appears to me to amount 
to nearly the same conclusion. 

* 

* Tlic Jteviewer of his work, in the ‘ Journal ties Savans,’ 
observes, “ Nous no discuteroiis pas non plus avee lui une 
question u laquelle il scniblc attaeher une grande import- 
ance, e’est de savoir s'il etait employe regulierement par Mr. 

• Salt, e'est-a-dire, s’il etait a sa t^olde, ou s*il faisait des rc- 
cherches pour son propre plaisir, n. J's avec fargent du Con- 
sul Angbiis et au profit du Musce Britannique ; distinction 
fort delicate,^ qui rapi)ell(i un peu rimmense difference quo 
Corneille, dans le Bourgeois, Ctablit entre un niarchand de 
drap, et un homme*qui donne du drap a ses connaissances 
pour de rargent.*’ I, too, should be disposed not to contest 
the point, did I not think it a duty to my friends to let 
them know the true state of the facts. — H. Salt. 
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(E^itract.) 

‘ August 14th, 18 IG. 

‘ Vou must be informed also, that the Ca- 
cheef of Erneiit has taken a faiuy to the 
very fine pair of pistols I have on board (these 
belonged to me, II. Salt), and he made me 
understand that it was wlmt he wished for. 
I told him that I was only in comviisiiiiWy and 
that I could not give what was not my own.’ 

•‘In another letter, dated the Gtli of Octpber 
1816, he says, ‘ Tlie Temple of Abiisimbal is 
nearly opened, and ready for you wlien you please 
to take your journey to that country.’ And again 
October lOth, ‘ It is understood with the Cacheef 
that I shall go up to finish the work (the opening 
of Abusiml)al Temple) ; if I do not, it will be done 
for somebody else. //’ it meets i/our approbation 
that T should go through tvith ity I must request 
you, sir, to have the goodiuss to send me two 
thousand piastres by the courier.’ 

“Afterwards, this operation w'as put off to tlie 
next year, and Mr. Jielzoni came down witli the 
great head to Cairo, \\ hen the diflerent destination 
of the several objects he had brought down must 
have been clearly undeilJtood by Ijim (though I 
was not myself on the spot), as will appear by the 
following extract of a letter from Mr. Buikhardt 
addressed to me, then at Alexandria. 
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‘ 18th of Doc. 1816, Cairo. 

‘ JVIr. Belzoni lias succec(Jed beyond the most 
sanguine hopes you could entertain, and cer- 
tainly done his utmost to execute his commission 
in lull. He has brought, besides the head, seven 
statues, which will be a most valuable ornament 
to your future gallery. One of them is what 
he calls “ the young man,” a sitting figure, I 
rather believe a portrait, with the ram’s-head 
on his knees. The others resemble those two 
statues Mr. Bankes carried off, and of which 
the French have given a drawing. Belzoni dug 
them out at Karnak all upon one spot, and says 
that sixteen others, exact copies, were transported 
by him to the beach, where they were left for 
your orders.’ 

“ On my return to Cairo wc came to a settle- 
ment, and I must attest that it was with great 
reluctance that wc could get Mr. Belzoni to ac- 
cept anything for what he had so zealously per- 
formed; at length, at my repeated solicitations 
(which he chooses to forget' and from rny stating 
that if^he did not take anytuing, it would render 
tt impossible for mo to give him another commis- 
sion as I proposed, he consented to receive what 
we had offered him, about four thousand piastres ; 
of tliis, two thousand were put down to the 
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.accoiU)t of the head, of which T paid half, and 
tJie rest was paid exclusively by me. . I draw 
these particulai's from accounts in my possession, 
signed by Mr. Belzoni, so that he does not act' 
quite fairly in stating that what was given ‘ wSiS 
obtained as if reluctantly from me by Mr. 
Burkhardt.’ . 

“ Besides this, I conceded to him two of the best ‘ 
of those statues left above, which he afterwards 
disposed of to the Count de Forbin fui’, I believe, 
seven thousand piastres (then one hundred and 
seventy five pounds), which was not, after all, 
making so bad a voyage of it, he having been 
employed only from June to January. Con- 
fiding in the a])parent respectability of his cha- 
racter, and from my experience of his talents, 

I engaged him in 1817 to undertake a second 
voyage, to be carried on at my exclusive ex- 
j)ense,, without entering into any direct stipula- 
tions as to his remuneration, conceiving he had 
been satisfied with our first settlement, and not 
susjiecting we should ever have any difference 
on the subject. It was determined also that 
Mr. Bcechey, my Secretary, should accom])any 
him, chiefly for the purj)ose of affording that 
gentleman an oiqiortunity of studying and making 
^.designs of the fine monuments existing at I'liebes. 
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They were flccordin^y furnished with >8 still- 
stronger firmaun, by the f^ajha, as being in my: 
employ ; and at the latter end of February 1817,' 
they departed, equipped with every thing that 
could tend to their convenience or comfort during 
their expedition. 

“ Mr. Bolzoni now continued actively engaged 
in my service until the month of October, every 

if. 

possible ex])ense incurred, both as far as re- 
sjMJctcd their researches as well as their personal 
accommodation, being paid by me, as Mr. Beechey,^, 
. through whom the money passed, can testify.* ' 
The brilliant success which Mr. Belzoni met with, 
as well as the difficulties he bad to encounter, 
are pretty faithfully narrated in his work ; I shall 
not, th('refore, enter into any detail on this 
Jliead, but shall merely refer to a passage (page 
197) where, Speaking of the unpleasant affair 
with the Deftardar Bey, be says, ‘ We had 
written to Cairo informing Mr. Salt, the Consul, 
of all that had passed with the Bey, but indeed, 
unless a jjcrson is i)resent it such occurrences, 
he can ^eel no interest in them, nor understand 

* Mr. BeecTiey personally infornicd me some jx'ar© ago 
tliut this was the i'a(*t. He added, that Belzoni was of so 
suspicious and dissatisiied a disposition, that it was io 
some respects difficult to keep on any 't$rm$. with him. — E. 
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the disgust they excite.’ How far this is correct, 
will appear by following extract of my 
answer to the letters above alluded to, addressed 
to Mr. Beechey, to whom it was my practice 
to write more fully as in answer to both, and 
which extract will also clearly show that there 
was no pretence set up on my ])art, as Mr. 
Belzoni would lead his reailers to suppose, of 
their being employed by Government, or for 
the British Museum, as there could not, after 
this letter, I should think, be any misunderstand- 
ing on'the subject. 

'May 1817. 

‘ I received your letters by the courier the 
day before yesterday, he having been only ten 
days on his journey, and this moi'iiing, being 
the first opportunity that presented itsedf, I 

I 

went to the Pasha. I had anotha’ affair about 
Government, which I first settled. I afterwards 
begged a piivate conference, and informed him, 
in full, of the very unjustifiable conduct of the 
Deftardar Bey towards Mr. Belzoni, and of his 
having, in his sight, bastinadoed the Sheik ; and 
reipiired from him immediate satisfaction, oi', 
that otherwise, I should directly send for you 
back, and take care bow I again trusted any 
person attached to me, to go within the dis- 
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tricts under his the Dcftardar’s inile. The 
Pasha appeared much vcxe4 and hurt at what 
had ])assed, and declared that he would write 
such a letter as shoidd prevent any such treat- 
ment ill future. A courier express from him- 
self is to he sent with this letter, and I trust 
it will produce the desired effect. I feel most 
particularly for the unpleasantness of your situ- 
ation, but it is a circumstance which no fore- 
sight could iircvcnt, and that nothing but the 
most con. ummatc prudence could have brought 
to its present termination ; for when a barbarian 
is once enraged, no prospect of futiu’e con- 
sequences can arrest his intent, nor abate his 
])assion. 

‘I wish you, however, clearly to understand, 
that I do not agree with you in considering 
this to be a national insult, or as having anything 
to do with my Consular character. You must 
• be aware that neither yourself, nor Mr. Belzoni, 
are at jiresent engaged in any official employ ; 
you are simply in the sar’c situation as two 
travellers forming a collection, and arc therefore 
olily entitled to such rejiaration as any English 
gentleman wouhl have a right to expect. It 
is absolutely necessary that this should be cx- 'i 
plicitly understood, for as you know I have ho 
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authority from Government for employing any 
person in such pursuits, and that I am bearing 
the whole expense and collecting for myself, you 
can only be considered as acting in a private 
capacity. The insult to Mr. llclzoni was of a 
nature not to be overlooked, and J trust the 
jn'onipt satisfaction accorded by the Pasha may 
have the best effect, in convincing the Deftardar 
Hey that no man under British jn-otection can 
be insulted with impunity. I would rather give 
up all idea of collecting than be embroiled in 
continual (piarrcls on that account. The beating 
of the Sheik, though undoubtedly very revolting, 
it was better to treat publicly, as Mr. lielzoni 
did, as having no reference to us, since the 
Deftardar Bey tliought it necessary to assign 
another cause for the act ; loi‘ iri all cases whcj’e, 
you have to deal with such people, it is a ne- 
cessary act of policy never to take to yourself 
an insult for which the i)arty concerned deems it * 
prudent to assign another cause.* 

‘ The affair of Yanni (one of my servants who 
had been ill-treated by the Arabs) is ctiefly to 

• I do not know that I liave ever met w ith K shrewder, or 
more sensible observation than the one contained in these 
.few- last lines, and, as far as my experience goes, it is 
eptirjely new.— E. 
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be attributed to your want of a Janisary to 
deliver you from this unpleasant predicament ; 
I have therefore engaged the Albanian, who was 
with Mr. Bankes, in my service, and have sent 
him np to join you, and I would wish you, in 
consequence, to stay at Thebes until his arrival. 
I send you a small stock of medicines, some of 
the knives bought at Alexandria, some rice, 
tobacco, dried apricots, and wine. I have made 
arrangements with Cochini that you may have 
what money may be necessary. Say everything 
kind on my part to Mr. Belzoni, and repeat my 
delight at the discovery of the head, vases, and 
papyri. ‘ Bdieve me, &c. 

(Signed) H. Sai.t.’ 

“ That this lettei* was received, and commu- 
nicated to Mr. Belzoni, will appear from the 
following extract from Mr. Beeclieys reply to it. 

Mune Pliiloc, 1817. 

‘ Here we received the return of the courier 
we despatched to you from Luxor. The con- 
tents of your letter were not a little pleasing to 
us, as they convinced ns that you did not attri- 
bute to any misconduct on our part, the oc- 
currence of the late disgraceful acts of partiality 
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and injustice. You Imve misunderstood a part 
of my letter from Luxor, and say in answer, ‘ I 
MTsh you clearly to understand that I do not 
agree with you in considering this to be a national 
insult, &c.’ (quoting niy former letter) : ‘of this we 
are perfectly aware, and I have all along made a 
point of acting with those impressions.’ 

“ Every new courier, after this, brought me an 
account of some valuable discovery ; and wlicn 
I left Cairo for ^J’hel)es, I could not ljut feel the 
most anxious desire to do all in my power to 
remunerate Mr. llel/.oni, and to j)romote his 
future prosiK’cts. I arrived with Lord IJehnorc’s 
family at Thebes in 'November 1S17, where, after 
spending several days in admiration of tlie now 
discoveries, they left me and jn-oceeded on to 
Nul)ia. It was a few days after Lord Behnore’s, 
departure, if I recollect rightly, that Mr. Belzoni 
began to address me in rathei’ an ambiguoiis 
style on the subject of payment, saying that ‘ It 
was time to think of his own interests ; he had 
worked long enough for others, and desired to 
know how I intended to remunerate him.’ I 
answ'ered, that it had always been njy intention, 
as I had mentioned to Mr. Biu'khardt, to allow 
him, even if he had found nothing, from three 
to five hundred piastres a month, according to 
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circumstances, as a salary independent of all ex- 
penses or other considerations*; but, I added, your 
exertions have heon so great and your success 
so far lieyond juy expectations, that the subject 
recpiircs farther consideration, and tlicrefore I 
must wave an immediate reply. I pointed out 
at the same time that, for the moment, I had it 
not ill my powc'r to do so much as I could 
wish, my exjicnses having been great, and oo^iijnc* 
yet secured (I alluded to all the arti'^’-t's 
then at .Tbclies) to rej»ay me for what J 
advanced. 

On the same day, to satisfy his mind 
appeared to me uneasy, I told him that, 
sideration of the great services he had 
me, I had determined to allow him a 
niastres (then upwards of twenty-fiv 
per month, from the time of his <|nf' • i 

andria, uji to the completion of wl ' 
well begun ; that I would besides cc 
ai-ticles I might be able to spare ^ • "■i 

prove advantageous to him (of w * .1 

pointed out several) ; and that . t mi ..ured 

I would givp him other satisfactory *s of my 

* The Pasha’s ^)hyi^i^•ians at this time lia<l five huiiilred 
piastres a month, without any other allowance, and this 
to Mr. Bclzoni was distipet of all expenses. — H. S. 
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regard. ‘ With tiiis he |3tpresse4 hipnself satis$ed»^ 
and the subject was- for some days^ dropped. ^ 

“ The first time it. was again renewed (aboht 
four or five days after, if T am not mistaken) 
was in the presence of several English travellere 
then passing through Thebes, and, !• befieyg, Mi . 
Beechey", when, upon some remark made by me 
about the time in which Mr. Belzoni had been 
in^ ip” -mploy, he suddenly liroke out in the 
«t,t terms and declared, to ,my great 
'shment, that },oj never been employ- 

rne, that he had been working for the 
Nation, (being the firet time he had ever 
such a notion,) and tiiat he would be 
to go without reward ; that he was an 
^t man,’ &c. To this I answered 
•ration, oxi»laining to the gentlemen 
total inconsistency of such assertions, 
them what I had arranged for his 
and which, I thought, was acting 
ds him ; to which, I recollect, the 
agreed and declared that no ur- 
gent-^ art ought to compel me to pledge 

myself i re, as any farther remuneration J 
might be inclined to make must be left to con- 
tingent circumstances. 

“ From this time the conduct of Mr. Belzoni 
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-became strangely changed : re|)eated and very 
unpleasant altercations took, place, in which he 
unfolded j)retensions to which I informed, him .1 
could never accede, while throughout lie exhibited 
un unfounded jealousy of iny assuming all the 
merit of these discoveries, in sjiite of my repeated 
assurances that no person could estimate his ex- 
ertions higher, or be more <lisposed to render him 
more amjile Justice, as all my letters to England 
would attest ; while I added, that I looked upon 
myself, with regard to l?im, in no otlier light than 
as a gentleman might consider himj>elf relatively 
to an architect whom he had employed to huild a 
house; having given the commission and sap|)lied 
the means, whilst he, as the ardiiteet of the 
building, had all the merit of the actual dis- 
coveries. 

“ At k t, on his leaving Thebes to take down 
some of the anti([\iities to Cairo, it was fmally 
Jigreed that for the present, until lie could consult 
his friends, all discussion respecting the past 
should he susjiendcd ; that Jjc shoulil go down to 
Cairo, diseniburk the articles ii hoard iny boat, 
and return to Thebes with tiie necessary aj>pa- 
ratus to remove for me the alabaster sarcojdiagus. 

I gave hini the necessary orders to meet the 
expenses, and mentioned that I would allow him 


VOL. IT. 
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a thousand piastres a month for the future ; to 
which he olyeeted, J)iit, on my insisting, at last 
said, You may give me what you please, I)Ut 
this must be a distinct matter.’ At Cairo he con- 
tinued longer than I could have (?xpected, and at 
last the boat returned witliout him, and by a 
letter he informed me that ‘ he would set off in a 
few days, being detained by a little private busi- 
ness.’ Wliat that business was he did not explain, 
and it was from other persons that 1 was informed 
of his discoveries at the Pyramids. 

“ At length, finding that JMr. Jlelzoni s slay 
was j'rocrastinated beyond «all reasonable time, I 
determined to go down myself. 1 I'ound Mr. 
Hel/oni residing in my house; but his conduct 
still continued as before, demonstrating very un- 

reasonabh' jealousy lest I should take to myself 

! > . . . * 
all the merits of his discoveries, ami showing his 

adher(‘n('(‘ to etatain vagiu? pn'tensioTis foundt‘d on 

an ( xaggcTated idea, of the value of the articles he 

had found for me, which in one of his U tters to 

me he estimates at ‘ twenty thousand pounds.’^ 

1 do not know w liat cHect this ostiniatc nii^ljf Jiave hgd 
on Mr. Salt’s orr/f notion of tiu* \alut* ot his volloction, but, 
if it anu)iinU*d to a q.iartcr ol’tho M/ni, Iio was shortly, as 
Mill attervAards appear, to be somewhat (“ruelly inideceived 
V. ’un he tillered it to the Uritish AJuseinn. — J:l, 
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“ As I felt, however, that his noble discovery 
of the pyramid of Cephrcnes*gave him additional 
claims on my regard, I continued the same quiet 
line of remonstrance and forbearance, doing justice 
to his merits, and succeeded at last, as I thought, 
in some measure, in calming his perturbed spirit. 
TJiis led, aftc'i* a full explanation, (in which I 
proved to him that he never had the slightest 
foundation for suj)j losing the anticpiities he had 
collected to belong to the British Museum, the 
whole exjiense having iieen borne by me,) to an 
amicable and final settlement, in w hicli I engaged 
to give him five hundred pounds, seveial articles of 
value, and allowed him an idtimate share in the 
sarcojihagus, should the Museum pay me for it 
more tlum two thousand pounds, tVc. I also con- 
sented to let the agreement run in the form of 
‘ under my auspices and at my expense,’ instead 
of " while in my ( inploy,' w hich Mr. Belzoni 
seemed to think of infinite importance. A copy 
of the agreement is annexed, marked (A). 

Thus, all our differences, as I thought, being 
happily pdjusted, Mr, Belzom departed, to fulfil 
his part of tjic contract, to Thohes ; alter shaking 
me heartily by tjie hand at parting, with the 
expression, •' I hope we shall continue the best 
friends.’ On this occasion 1 wrote to Mr. 

c ‘2 
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Becchey, who was still at Thebes, and directed 
him to favour Mr. Helzoni in collecting, and 
otherwise to render him every assistance in his 
power. He afterwards complained, in one of his 
l(‘tters to me, tliat lie experienced some difFiciilty 
in not being permitted to dig in places that I had 
jnyself marked ; on whic h I again desired Mr. 
Beechey to let him have any of these he might 
desire, except tlie spot behind the two colossi, 
where I had begun myself to excavate ; and also 
desired him not to buy anything, cxceiit statues, 
that he might leave the whole oiien to Mr. Bel- 
zoni ; and this the latter acknowledged in the fol- 
lowing terms: July. I am extremely obliged 

to you for the good intentions in ordering Mr. 
Beechey not to buy any more anti(|ues except 
statues.’ And again : ‘ The places you mention 
that Ml*. Jieechey is to give over to me, I feci my- 
self und(‘r obligation for, jind do all in iny jiower 
to show it: though it A\ill be mere chance whether 
I find anything or no, yet your good intention 
will be considi’i’c'd equal to the best success.’ And 
in the same letter lie speaks of his ‘ great esteem 
and respect for me.’ He afterwards continued to 
complain of his want of success ; but it appears 
that his complaints were not solely aiiplicable to 
himself 
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“ On the 18th of June lie wrote to me as fol- 
lows: — ‘ The works are going on, but discovery 
becomes very scarce to all parties.’ And Mr. 
Beecliey, some time after, wrote, ‘ Nothing has 
been since discovered but two colossal heads, very 
much mutilated, near the place where your’s was 
dug out, behind tlie colossi at Gouruou. Nothing 
has lately been found, either, at Karnak by any 
one.’ I’lie fact is, nothing of any eonseiiucnce 
was found by iny agents this year, except the 
nine-feet colossal statue discovered in niy excava- 
tions behind the two colossi of Ihe plain. Mr. 
Ik'lzoiii’s account of this discovery affords an in- 
stance of more than his usual want of candour. 
It must be remembered that, in our last agree- 
ment, I had stipulated that 'Mr. Belzoni should 
^ive my agent such assistance as might ajipear to 
him advisable.’ Now, asT have before mentioned, 
I had expressly reserved to myself the spot behind 
the two colossi, and, under date June 4th, Mr. 
Belzoni thus wrote to me : — ‘I have just ob- 
served the ground you have dug behind the two 
colossi, and, as the work is -.'.'irly half done, I 
tlrink it will be advantageous to proceed to the 
end of it, and take out what is worthy of remov- 
ing, otherwise the Nile will soon come and cover 
the whole of it : I hoiMj you will approve of this 
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proceeding, as it is done without direction, and as 
I have no business to interfere with your affairs.’ 
For wliich I tlnis tlmnkcd liini : STune 25th, 
Cairo. I arn sincerely obliged to you for the ju- 
dicious advice you gave to JMr. liccchey as to fol- 
lowing up niy excavations behind the colossal 
figures; I myself recoinmeuded to him at parting 
(wliich he had probably I'orgotten) to kcej) a few 
men always digging there.’ 

‘‘ Some time after, Mr. Jielzoni happened to be 
directing the operations ol‘ my men, according to 
his engagements, when tlie statue was discovered, 
and he then used the expression, (is a person then 
present can attest, ‘ See how hu ky I am exca- 
vating for others, and how^ unlu(‘ky wdicn for 
mys(*lf!’ How diflerent from this is the account 
given in his book ! And tliat his advice uj)on 
this occasion was nut given giatis, I may mention 
that, during the whole of this year, w hile engaged 
in the diinvingsand mod(*Is of tlu' tomb, (in wdiicli 
he I’cceivi'd i‘V('ry assistance and encouragement 
we could aflbrd him,) both lie and his artist, Mr. 
Ricci, li\^’d entirely at my exi)ense, a tal)le for all 
being kept at my desin* by Mr. Reeeliey, and put 
down to my chargi', to wliich I was hy no means 
obliged by our contract. One word also on the 
expedition to lierenicc : all I know of it is, that 
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it cost me several thousand piastres, being under- 
taken, as Mr. Hoechey assured me lielbre Mr. 
Jielzoni’s face, on my account — Mr. Uelzoni paid 
only for his own camel. 

“ At the end of tliis year, 1818, I went up to 
Thebes with ftlr. llankes, and though Mr. lielzoni 
still evinced sym])toins of discontent, it was re- 
solved, before* we i)arted, that he should go on 
excavating foi* me on a new agreement, that I 
should supply him with money and pay his ex- 
penses, while he u as to liavc for his trouble one- 
tliird, if I remember rightly, of whatever should 
be found. Upon this engagement Mr. lielzoni 
sp('nt about fiflec'ii hundnMl j)iastres, which I sup- 
plied him with, without finding, as he rejiorted 
to me, a single article, — and yet this, he says, was 
^the»best bargain he ever madt* with me,- -wlicm 
the shameful attack was made upon him by 
Messrs. Lebolo and Kosignani, at Carnak, which 
led him to (juit the jdace, and for which he wx*ll - 
knows I did all in my power to jirocure him 
redress. 

“ From this time I saw no ore of ]Mr. Bel/oni 
rfntil our* (Lay of settlcin(‘nt, tho 112th of May 
1819, wluin he (^anie to iny Jhuisi; at niglit to 
Cairo, as we wore then in (|uarantiiie. After 
settling all our accounts, we found a balance was 
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dtie to him, after what he had dilawn in Advance, 
of 1 69/., which I made up 200/., and gave' him a 
draft for it, negotialde in Egypt, on Messrs. 
Drummonds. On the day following I went over 
my collection ' with him, and gave him all the,; 
articles I couUl sj)are, wiiich he gratefully ac- 
cepted, and — as Mr. Fuller,* a gpntleman pre- 
sent, who is now probably in London, can declare 
— seemed (piite a satisfied man, and expressed a 
ho[)e in parting that we should continue friends, 
and promised oceasionally to give me information 
of his proceedings ; but it seems that the Alcx- 
andriati air l)rought on his lever again, for there 
he once more l)egan to talk of my taking all the 
merit to myself of his discoveries, &c., and on my 
going down to Alexandria In’oke out, why or 
w'lierelbre I know not, into Jin open ruptui’e. . 

“ I still, however, did all I could to serve him, 
and, jis tfie last act of frij-ndship, )«iid for him all 
the ».‘X]>enses ol’ his lawsuit jibout the Carnak 
business in Alexjuidiia. Of W'hat, then, has he 
to comphiin He wjis engaged by me lor ten 
months in an arduous but certainly not a danger- 
ous undertaking, for which he received five. hurr- 

* This gentleman belongs to Lilorary I'lind Club, and 
is known to iny agi'iit. Mr. Bingham Richards, 4, Old Jewry. 
_U. S. 
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dred pounds, and obtained other advantages worth 
as much more; he was treated by me with as 
uniform kindness as my own secretary, and re- 
ceived, after he left my employ, every possible 
assistance in his pursuits. I have uniformly done 
justice to his talents and to his discoveries, and, as 
my friends in England well know, have purposely 
abstained from publication, with a view to leave 
him that advantage. In tine, I found him in 
difficulty and almost in despair, and afforded him 
the means of distinguishing himself ; through me, 
his situation in life was entirely changed, and he 
has become, on account of his discoveries, the 
ohjeet of public admiration. His book will speak 
his gratitude. 

“ With respect to that part of my collection 
jnade by Mr. lielzoni (which, highly as I value 
it, I cannot either estimate ‘ at twenty thousand 
pounds,’ or as superior to ‘that of M. Drovetti, 
which he has dlsi)osed of for upwards of that 
sum), I can only state tliat it is now in the Bri- 
tish Musc'um, but that he, Mr. jJi'lzoni, ‘ succeeded 
in putting it tliere,’ as he is lodcstly j)leased to 
shy, though not in the same manner which he 
thought they were to be entered into that 
place at first,’ is certainly incorrect, as he had 
no more to do with the disposition of juy col- 
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lection than, to use one of his own phrases, ‘ the 
Governor of Siberia/ as I think this statement 
will pretty elearly prove.* 

“ IJenisv Salt. 

‘‘ Al(‘\inulria, October loili, IS'JI.” 

* Sinci* writing tlic (‘oregoing account, I luive received ii 
coiniminiciition from IMr. Beechc) (in reply to some inlbr- 
nintion I Jiad n'lpiested), which has airorded a clue to Bel- 
zoni’s singular conduct, of wliicli 1 had jircviously entertained 
not the smallest suspicion. If* Mr. Bel/oni appeared, at 
times, to act under a sjieeies of delusion, lie must certainly 
he in a great measure e\oneraU‘d, as// ///////, f'rom the charge 
of wilful misre[iresentation, though, as //// ////Mr)/*, it by no 
means does away with the lU'cessity of (‘Xjiosing and ref uting 
his ill-founded assertions, w here the character ofanoLhei* is 
nearly concerned, 'file f’oilowing are extracts f'rom Afr. 
Beechey’s letter, and as thi y are written with fi‘eling and 
im[)artiality, it would be unf'air to withhold them from the 
reader. 

“ Harley Street, August oth, IS j;;. 

‘ Ah DKAJl SlK, 

“ I am glad to hear that \ou have undertaken to write 
the Life of’ our excellent friend Salt — a lietler man never 
breathed. * ' ^ Belzoni (poor fellow I lu' had many 

good points about him,) was often in the habit of using very 
violent language, and f'm/itvtillt/ declared that lie was not 
employed [)y .Mr. Sail, though it would Iiave puzzled him 
very much to jirovt' the assertion. * There nevo;* 
was a man better tri’ated, in vrvn/ rvsjwcf, by another than 
Belzoni was by our poor friend, tliougle he never would allow 
it, and I verily believe that be persuaded himself it was other- 
wise. In fact he w as, on some points, more than half rnad, and 



IIKNRY SALT. 


27 


“ Memorandum — Tlie original documents from 
which the extracts are madg, are all in my pos- 
session. “ H. Sai-t.” 

The following is the agreement alluded to in 
the statement of Mr. Salt. • 

“ Copy (A.) 

•• (’ain), A])ril 'JOtli, ISIS. 

“ ^Micrcas it ajijiears that some erroneous 
ideas had been entertained by Sig. (Jiovanni 
liaptistu lielzoni, with re.speet to the objects 
collected under tlie auspices and at the exi)ense 
of Henry Salt, Ksq. in Upper Egyj»t, as being 
intended for tlie British Museum ; and whereas 
it has since been satisfactorily explained to Sig. Bel- 
zoni that such ideas were altogether tbunded on a 
^mistake, it has been agreed and determined, be- 
tween the above parties in a friendly manner, to 
terminate, and they do hereby terminate, all 

this was (k'cidcilly ouc of them. C’a})tains Mangles and Irby 
could tiirnisli you, I believe, with a good many anecdotes in 
confirmation of’ this. They knew hel/oni thoroughly, and 
would amuse you very much with i.- oddities.” * 

J. J. II alls, Es(j. “II. Bekcuey.” 

It will be mkessary for me, in the scfjiu*!, to make frequent 
mention of Mr. Holzfini, but, after ha\ing seen the above 
extracts, T shall avoid dwelling, as much as cireimistaiices 
will permit, on the unfortunate frailties of his character. 
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differences between them by the present agree- 
ment. 

“ In consequence of the zeal displayed in his 
researches and the many valuable discoveries 
made by ^ig. llelzoiii in Upper Kgyj)t, under 
the ausj)ices of Henry Salt, Esq. and at his ex- 
I)ense, it is agreed by the said H('nry Salt, Es((. 
on Iiis part, to pay to Sig. Helzoni (all actual 
exj)cnses being settled) the sum of five hundred 
pounds, British money, within the space of one 
year from the present date. 

• “ And, farther, tliat he, the said Henry Salt, 
Es(|. shall make over to the said Sig. Belzoni (in 
addition to the two he has already disposed of), 
one of those statues, with a lion’s head, now 
standing in the Consulate court-yard. 

“ Aiid, farther, that he shall concede to the said 
Sig. Belzoni, the cover of a sarcophagus, found 
by him in one of the tombs of the Kings of 
Thebes, with such other objects as he may be 
able to spare. — 

“ Farther, that he the said Henry S.alt, Esq. 
stii)ulates, that, \rhenevcr the sarco])hagus, lying 
in the King’s tomb, discovered by Sig.' Belzoni, 
shall be disposed of, the said Sig. Belzoni shall 
be considered as entitled to one lialf of the 
sui’plus of whatever price may be paid for the 
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said sarcophagus oxccciling the sum of two thou- 
sand pounds sterling. It being undcislood be- 
tween the said parties, that tlio said Henry 
Salt, Esq. shall offer the said sarcophagus to 
the British Museum, at a fair valual^n, within 
the space of three years from the j)rcsent elate. 

• — And farther, the said Henry Salt, Esej, pro- 
mises to give his assistance to the said Sig. 
Jiclzoiii, in making a collection on his own 
account, during the present season, at Thches. 

‘‘ On the })art of Sig. lh‘lzoni, he the said 
Sig. lielzoni hereliy agrees to the above said 
arrangements, and farther, on his part, engages 
to go to Thebes, and to do all in his i)o\v(‘r to 
bring down, for the said Henry Salt, Esq. at 
the expense of the* latter, the two sarcophagi 
^ow remaining under Mr. Beeelu‘y’s charge at 
Thebes, and to give such otli(*r assistance to 
Henry Salt, Esq’s, agent then*, as may a])pear 
to him, Sig. ]Jelzoni, advisable ; and, fai^ther, 
it is agreed by the respective parties al)ove men- 
tioned, Henry Salt, Esq. ard Sig. lielzoni, that 
this friepdly agreement sha*. be considered, to 
afl intents apd purposes, binding on both parties, 
and also as a final settlement between the said 
parties. 

‘ In confirmation thereof, the parties above-men- 
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tionecl have mutually interclianged copies of this 
agTeciiicnt, written 'respectively with their own 
hands, to both wliich copies tliey have, in all 
due form, jointly aflixed their signature and 
seal tliis ^weiitietli day of April, in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen, in ihe Consulate House at Cairo. 


Fruniati 


f G. Bki.zoni. 
(IIknkv Salt. 


(seal.) 

(seal.) 


“ Signe et scelle en notr(i presence. 


In. Agjs, ) . 

Iruniali. 

(tIOV. Oi.ivio. ) 


“ Received, on the final settlement of our 
accounts this day, the five hundred pounds, men- 
tioned in this agreeniciit, by a draft Ji’om Henry 
Salt, Kstj. on his Ranker, &:c. 

Ahiy ISO). C airo. (h lll'.l.ZONJ. , 


Agreed. Hknky Sai/f. 

'Friic C’opy. II. S M T." 



CHAPTER II. 


Discoveries of lU'lzoni under the auspices of Mr. Salt. — 
l>el/oni opens the luagnilieent Temple of Ipsanibul. — His 
success in other undertakings — Death of' Mr. Ihirkhardl 
(Sheik Ibrahim), — Salt’s Letters to Sir Francis Darwin 
and Mr. Richards on that event. — L(‘ttc‘r to Miss Halls. — 
Arrival of Lord Melmore and Salt at 'I'hebcs. — Tln*ir re- 
searches in that place. — SaltV Letter to Lord .Moimtnorris 
on the subject of 'riieban anti<[uities and di.scoveries. — 
fA'tter from Salt, at Thebes, to Mr. Rankes. 

« 

I Tt'itN Avith pleasuri! from the consideration 
of tliese un])Ieasant transactions, to the important 
and interesting discoveries made l)y Mr. Rel/oni, 
^yd)ile emjdoycd under tlie immediate auspice's and 
at the expense of the liritish (Consul. In giving 
an account of his proceedings, I sluill chiefly rely 
upon tlic statements contained in Mr. Salt’s own 
letters, to various friends in Eiigland, desciiptive 
of the extraordinary nature of tJie discoveries 
tlieinselves, as well as of the iv l arkablc zeal, 
sa'^acity, andj)crsevcraiice evinced Iw Mr. Delzoni 
in the prosecution pf his laborious researches. 

The first undertaking in which Mr. Belzoni 
engaged was the removal ol‘ the Colossal head 
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of the younger Meinnori, from l^hebcs to Alex* 
andria, at the joint expense of Messrs. Burk* 
liardt and Salt, by whom it was subsequently 
presented to the British Museum. "The difficulty 
attendant* on such an enterprise will be apparent 
to every one who has viewed this iriagnihcent 
specimen of JCgyptian art, which for grandeur of 
style may I)c fairly placed on a par with most of 
the best productions of Grecian sculpture.' 

I'lie success w hich crowned the efforts of Mr. 
Bclzoni, on this occasion, gave the highest satis* 
faction to his employers ; and Mr. Salt, in parti- 
cular, speaks of the achievement in tlu' following 
strong terms of admiration. 

“ He has the singular merit,” observes Mr. 
Salt, “ of having removed from Thebes to Alex- 
andria this celebrated piece of sculpture, to ac- 
complish which it was necessary, after dragging 
it dowm ujnv.ards of a mile to the water-side, to 
place it on board a small boat, to lemove it 
thence to another djerm at Rosetta, and aftei’- 
wards to land and lodge it in a magazine at 
Alexandria ; all of which was most surprisingly 
effected with the assistance solely of the natfve 
peasantry, and such simple machinery as Mr. 
Bclzoni was able to get made under his own 
directions at Cairo. In fact, his great talents 
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and uncommon genius for mechanics have ena- 
bled him, with singular success, both at Thebes 
and * other places, to discover objects of the 
rarest value in antiquity, that had long baffled 
the researches of the learned, and with trifling 
nv^ans to remove colossal fragments, which ap- 
pear, by their own declaration, to have defied 
the efforts of the able engineers wliich accom- 
panied the French army.” 

As soon as Mr. Belzoni had secured this gi- 
gantic piece of sculj)ture on board his small boat, 
he proceeded beyond the second cataract, and 
undertook to open, for Mr. Salt, the magnificent 
Temple at Ipsambiil, said to be the most extensive 
excavation in either Nubia or Egypt, and of 
which no description had been given since very 
jremote periods. This was a work of great diffi- 
culty, and apparently of no inconsiderable risk, 
and presented obstacles which probably nothing 
but the personal strength and persevering spirit 
of Mr. Belzoni could have enabled him to over- 
come ; every obstruction, however, seemed des- 
tined to ^ fall before the sagaci. and gigantic 
efforts of this extraordinary man. The natives 
whom he had hirerji to assist Jiiin, after working 
for a few days, and making little progress, grew 
* Vide Quarterly Review, 1818. 

VOL. 11. ‘ L> r: 
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tired of their employment, declared that it was 

unlawful to labour during the feast of Rhamadan, 

and finally left the party to its own resources. 

Thus deserted, Mr. Belzoni (with the assistance of 

Mr. Beechey and Captains Irby and Mangles, 

who laboured hard on the occasion), determingd 

to attempt this apparently hopeless operation. 

But here a fresh difficulty presented itself. The 

Sheik of tlie place, who had been instrumental in 

persuading the natives to discontinue their labour, 

resolved at once to put a stop to the proceedings 
# 

of the Europeans, by prohibiting the supply of 
every dcscrij)tion of provision, ho2ung by this mea- 
sure to deprive them of the means of subsistence, 
and thus oblige them to depart, at least for that 
season. Fortunately, however, they had still left, 

in their boat, a bag of durrah, and on this and 

« • 

the Nile water they managed to support them- 
selves during oue-and-twenty days of the severest 
labour, when their niost sanguine ex{)ectations 
were realized by the accomplishment of their 
arduous undertaking. 

To give the reader some idea of this herculean 

task, it will only be necessary to state, 'that mefre 

/ 

than two-thirds of the front of this ' extensive 
temple were completely buried in the sand, and 
in some parts to the height of fifty feet, yet 



UENllY SALT. 


, 35 


through this enormous mass did these unassisted 
individuals, in a comparatively short period, work 
their way, till they finally succeeded in opening 
the structure and in penetrating into the interior. 

Of the discoveries which were made on this his 
first visit to Ipsamlml, a full account is given in 
Mr. Bclzoni’s work, and need not be in this place 
repeated, though it may be as well to notice the 
terms of ndiniration in which Mr. Salt expresses 
his sense of the great efforts made by Belzoni in 
the course of this enterprise. “ The opening of 
the temple of Ipsambul,” lie observes, “ was a 
work of the utmost difficulty, and one which re- 
quired no ordinary talent to surmount, nearly the 
whole, when Mr. Belzoni ficst planned the under- 
taking, being buried under a bed of loose sand, 
M^ipwards of fifty feet in depth. — This temple,” he 
adds, “ is on many accounts peculiarly interesting, 
as it satisfactorily tends to prove that the arts, as 

practised in Egypt, descended from Ethiopia, the 

. . 

style of the sculpture being, in several respects, 
superior to any thing that has yet been found in 

t)n his retqrn down the Nile to Cairo from this 
expedition, at the close of the year 1816, Mr. 
Belzoni brought with him, besides the large head 

• Vide Quarterly Keview, 1818. 

D 2 
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and other antiquities already enumerated, six 
statues as large as life of women with lions’ 
heads, and anotlier of a young man, supposed to 
represent Jupiter Ammon with the ram s head on 
his knees, which he had dug out of the ruins of 
Karnak during his stay at Thebes. Sixteen other 
statues whicli he also found at the same place, 
and exactly similar to tliose of the above ladies, 
he got down to the banks of the Nile,* where he 
left them till Mr. Salt should determine On their 
future destination. The great success which had 
attended tlie exertions of Mr. Belzoni induced 
Mr. Salt to employ him, in the following year, to 
pursue the researches w hich he had so fortunately 
commenced ; and it w^as accordingly determined 
that early in tlie ensuing spring he should set 
off, in company with Mr. Beechey, to the uppcir 
country, on another journey of discovery. 

At the end of February 1817, after Mr. Bel- 
zoni had safely deposited the head of Memnori at 
Alexandria, he and Mr. Beechey left Cairo on 
their second expedition to Ij)sambul. They liad 
previously received instructions from Mr. Salt 
complete the opening of the Ternple^at that place, 
and were generally requested to lose no oppor- 
tunity of excavating and searching for antiquities 
»n those situations which appeared most likely to 
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hold forth the promise of an abundant supply of 
such articles. The extraordinary success which 
attended the great and well-directed exertions of 
Mr. Belzoni, during the ten months in which he 
remained in the employ of Mr. Salt, is perhaps 
without a parallel ; he succeeded in completely 
uncovering the front of the temple at Ipsambul, 
opened six new tombs in the valley of Biban El 
Moluck, found in one of them the celebrated 
alabaster sarcophagus, and, at Thebes, discovered a 
colossal head of Orus, of fine granite, in good pre- 
servation, and of the finest workmanship, &c. 
These discoveries afforded Mr. Salt the highest 
gratification ; and it is pleasing to observe the 
strong terms of admiration in which he expresses 
himself, in his communications with England, not 
, pnly in relation to the antiquities themselves, but 
also as respects the singular merit of Mr. Belzoni’s 
exertions in obtaining them. 

“ Of this tomb,” says Mr. Salt, alluding to the 
one aboveraentioned, “ I have forwarded some 
account to England. It consists of a long suite 
of passages and chambers, coverei- With sculptures 
and paintings in the most perfect state of pre- 
servation,* the tints of which are so resplendent 
that it .was found scarcely possible to imitate 
them with the best water-colours made in Eng- 
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land ; and which, in fact, are executed on a prin- 
ciple and scale of colour that would make them, 
I conceive, retain their lustre even by the side of 
a Venetian picture. The sarcophagus of alabaster 
here discovered is a monument of the taste, de- 
licate workinanshi]) and skill in cutting so fragile 
a material, whicli will perhaps remain for ever 
unrivalled.” 

He adds in another paragraph : “ Such are the 
principal undertakings which have been accom- 
plished by Mr. Belzoni in Egypt and Nubia ; but 
besides these, he has been signally successful in 
removing many valuable pieces of antiquity — in 
the discovery of statues anil other interesting ob- 
jects, liis researches being evidently carried on 
with a very superior judgment. — I feel,” Mr. Salt 
continues, “great satisfaction in thus being abl^ 
to certify the extraordinary ability of Mr. Bel- 
zoni, the result of whose operations I have had 
such frequent opportunities of admiring ; and I 
am more peculiarly delighted by his discoveries, 
from the circumstance that they have added many 
new objects of attraction to European travellers, 
whose society is at all times agreeal^le in so rV 
mote and uncultivated a region as Egypt.” * 

* “ From a MS. mrniorandum of Mr. Salt.” Cidc Quar- 
terly Review, 181 S. 
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These discoveries having been communicated to 
Mr. Salt by Messrs. Bclzoni and Beechey, he de- 
termined, in October 1817, in company with Lord 
Belmore and family, to proceed himself to the 
scene of these remarkable operations. 

Before his departure, however, he was destined 
to sustain a severe shock by the death of his 
highly-valued friend Mr. Burkhardt, one of the 
most excellent and talented of those enterprising 
individuals who have fallen victims in the cause 
of African research. Mr. Salt was present with 
him till within a few hours of his dissolution, and 
the melancholy scene had such an effect on his 
spirits as to cast a gloom over the few remaining 
years of his own life. The following extracts 
from two of his letters, respectively addressed to 
^fjpir Fi’ancis Darwin and Mr. Bingham Ricliards, 
give some account of the death of this lamented 
traveller : — 

After speaking of the embai’kation of the head 
of Memiion for England, Mr. Salt adds, “ You 
will be sorry to hear that this valuable traveller 
(Burkhardt), from whom so mu. h was expected, 
only lived to hear of its departure from Alex- 
andria, as^ on Wednesday last he was taken off by 
a dysentery of ten days’ continuance. It is a 
terrible blow to the African Association, which 
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had built all its hopes, and with ju^ice, on him ; 
he was enterprising^ yet cool and prudent, had 
been ten years preparing himself, hhd become a 
perfect Arab, and in two months intended to Set 
out, througli Fezzan, to Tombuctoo; God has 
otherwise disposed it. I saw him but a few hours 
before his dcatli, and, though be felt all the bitter- 
ness of the disappointment, he bore it with the 
noblest courage. — FI. S.” 

“ To Sir rVaiicis Darwin.’* 

To Mr. Richards he writes : “ Lord Belinore 
and family are here, and I am going to set out 
with them into Upper Egypt, not having before 
been able to move on account of business. * * * 
We have had, only a few days ago, a dreadful 
loss in the death of our valuable traveller. Sheik 
Ibrahim, who died after a lew days’ illness. If" 
has been a great shock to me, for he was almost 
the only conversable friend I had at Gairo. Thus 
the hopes of the African Association arc again 
blighted, and, I fear, it will bo long before another 
plant will spring up so full of promise as the one 
that has been cut down. — II. S.” « ‘ 

“ To B. Richards, Esq.” ' ^ 

About this i)eriod he addressed the following 
letter to my eldest sister, whom he used jdayfully 



HENRy SALT. » 4 41 

to 8tyle*his tiiece, fpom the former marriage of my 
uucle with Miss Salt : — . * • 

“ Cairo, Sept. 18th, 1817. 

“ My dear Niece , «. 

“ You cannot conceive the heartfelt pleasure 
which your kind IctteK gave me. I have been 
vexed by the silence of your two lazy brothers, 
though I love them too much to let it alter my 
opinion of them. I very often think of your 
family circle, where, you may depend upon it, 
as much real happiness and comfort is found 
as exists anywhere in this world. You have all 
little knobs to get over, and particularly yourself ; 
but, if you would think more of the present, and 
this is all that is worth thinking about, you would 
find ample reason to be content. You see I have 
.not forgotten my old habits of preaching. Julia’s 
marriage gave me great satisfaction, and I should 
be delighted above all things to see the very little 
Julia : I can fancy it to be a round, plump little 
animal, almost as pretty rs mamma. 

“ How do you go on, ray dear friend ?— pray 
take pity upon my forlorn state, and let me hear 
every thing respecting you ; de])end upon it there 
is ho one in the world more interested about your 
welfare. I arn delighted to hear from various 
quarters that, amid the general distress, John goe»^ 
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on thriving : Tom, I fancy, I see walking with 
a bundle of papers under his arm, meditating on 
cases of high import, which, I suppose, so much 
occupy him, that he has not a moment to spare 
for a banished man. * * * For myself — and you 
will, perhaps, expect to hpar something about me 
— I am much as usual, not grumbling and growl- 
ing like our friend * * * *, but buoyantly swim- 
ming along the stream of life, smiling at the 
vanity of all human affairs, yet glad to mingle 
occasionally in the giddy crowd. 

“ My time, however, is chiefly occu])ied with 
antiques, Egyptian gods and goddesses and demi- 
gods, whose pedigrees I can trace from the most 
remote periods, and in poring over coins which- 
bear the semblance of nothing human or divine. 
Yet, laugh as we may at this pursuit, there is still*, 
great gratification in becoming acquainted with 
all the little cii'cumstances of ancient times ; and 
this knowledge is only to be acejuired by ransack- 
ing tombs, poring over old insci'iptions, and learn- 
ing to decypher monograms, in which I assure 
you I am become very expert. But,, jesting 
apart, 1 beg you will tell John that 1 have been 
very successful in statue-hunting, and that I have 
in my possession some specimens of Egyptian art 
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that will, some day or other, astonish him. Many 
discoveries, indeed, of interest have lately been 
made in Egypt; a certain Monsieur Caglio has 
found the old emerald-mines in the neighbourhood 
of Cosseir, and triiced the ancient Homan, or 
rather Greek road, from the Nile to Berenice, by 
the side of which he has found ten^)les beautifully 
adorned, and other matters of interest. 

“ I have myself been engaged, as far as money 
goes, in making researches at the Pyramids, in 
conjunction with a Captain Caviglia, who dis- 
covered a new chamber and long passage in the 
great ])yramid, and who laid bare the fore-paws 
of the Sphinx, in which he found a small temple, 
covered with hieroglyphics and figures, and nu- 
merous insci’iptions, placed by the Homan Em- 
^ perors in token of their homage. Of these I have 
made sketches, which, witli a memoir on the 
subject, will be soon forwarded to England. I 
have also opened by deputy a large temple in 
Ipsambul, in Nubia, where several chambers were 
found with walls covered with sculpture, of which 
the particulars will shoi’tly be K- .-warded home. 

» --s 

“ I am now setting out with Lord and Lady 
Belmore' up the Nile, on a voyage to Nubia, and 
expect to be absent three or four months. The 
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season is most favourable — the climate at present 
that of a summer’s day in England, and this will 
continue till May ; hut certainly the heat from 
that month to September is not bearable to those 

, made of flesh and blood. As to the blacks here, 

ft 

and they are very numerous, the sun makes no 
impression upon tliem, which Herodotus, if I 
recollect rightly, attributes to the thickness of 
their skulls, and in tliis I have no doubt he was 
right. Really the society here is intolerable. If 
the women were not rather 'pretty, there would 
be no enduring their company, as one is obliged 
to forget all one has learned through life — all 
mythology, all knowledge of history, all informa- 
tion, in short, that is acquired by reading, is 
utterly thi’own away upon them ; but beauty, it 
must be confessed, makes up for a multitude, 
of sins. 

“ I must draw to an end, being obliged to close 
this despatch ; but, before I finish, let me entreat 
you to write to me often : you have nothing to 
do but to send your letters under cover to T.' 
Bidwell, jun.. Foreign Office, and they, will be 
.sure to reach me. Give my best regards to your 
sister Elizabeth, with many thanks for her letter, 
which shall not remain long unanswered. Kindest 
lov^ to John, Tom, and Julia* ancL^assure them 
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they have not a frienS more interested in their 
fate, and believe me to be, ’ ^ • 

“ Your affectionate friend, 

“ Henry SalT.” 

“ To Miss Halls.” 

On the arrival of Lord Belmore and Mr. Salt 
at Thebes, they sj)ent some days in taking a 
general survey of tlie various ahticiuities which 
had recently been brought to light by the inde- 
fatigable exertions of Mr. Belzoni, when his lord- 
ship proceeded to Nubia, leaving Mr. Salt behind 
at Thebes, to examine more at leisure the many 
interesting objects with which he was surrounded. 
It was about this time that Mr. Belzoni disco- 
vered his groundless Jealousy towards Mr. Salt in 
the presence of several English travellers, one 
of whom I have been informed was Colonel, now 
Major-General Sir Joseph Stratton, C.B., F.R.S., 
and who appears to have been one of those 
gentlemen to whom Mr. Salt alludes in his stater;. 
merit as having been j^resent on the unpleasant 
occasion. This gentleman, I believe, is still living, 
and, I haye been given to un iorstand, speaks in 
terms of s^iiong commendation of the temper and 
liberality evinced by Mr. Salt under circumstances 
which might have excited considerable irritation 
in a less dispassionate and generous character. 
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Not long after this disagreeable occurrence, 
Mr. Belzoni quitted Thebes to take down to 
,Cairo some of the antiquities recently discover- 
ed, and, as soon as he had disembarked them 
from Mr. Salt’s boat, he was to return with the 
necessary apparatus to remove the alabaster sar- 
cophagus ; Mr. Salt remaining in the mean while 
in the u])per coiintry with Mr. Beechey, to com- 
plete his drawings from the tombs newly opened, 
and from other valuable remains. While thus 
employed, he wrote home several letters to dif- 
ferent individuals descriptive of the extraordinary 
discoveries which had been made. The following 
is extracted from a letter to Lord INIountnorfis : — 

‘‘ Thebes, Kings' Tombs, .Jan. 18, J8I8. 

“But to return to Kgyj)! — You have heard,* 
probably, of Lord Belmore’s visit to this country : 
he and his family stayed in iny house for some 
time at Cairo, came up with me as far as this, 
and then left me to take a tour into Nubia, 
whence they are just returned. I am glad to say 
that they had a most agreeable voyage, ^succeeded 
in reaching the second cataract withojit the least 
accident, and confess they never enjoyed anything 
more than this voyage, the climate being most 
delicious, and the Agas, and 'others in command. 
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having afforded them every possible assistance. 
Fortunately, Lord Belmore had with him a very 
fine sextant, and his brother. Captain Corry, is a 
very accurate and attentive observer: they have 
taken many observations, indeed, at every place 
they have touched at. Monsietif Nouet’s latitude of 
Sycne they found right to a second ; that is, the 
one given in the great French work, which must 
have been corrected from what they left engi’aved 
at Carnak, as it differs from it no less than three 
miles : this is curious. All the latitudes engraved 
on the Propylon at Thebes are wrong ; how they 
found out their error is known only to them- 
selves. 

“ Everything they have done from the Kings’ 
Tombs, which is all that I have yet closely com- 
pared, is exceedingly bad, especially in what lie- 
longs to the colours, which are most perversely con- 
trary to those in the originals. Of this, the draw- 
ings from the harp-tomb are the most remark- 
able specimens, having the names of Du Tertre, 
Devilliers, and Jollon, to vouch for their accuracy. 
Now the dress of the harper (ii- the upper draw- 
ing) ought to be white instead of black, and the 
lines down it red instead of wliite. The colours of 
the harp itself are all wrongly disposed, and with 
respect to the capped head upon it, the face 
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ought to be yellow instead of red, and the cap to 
be red instead of yellow; the beard, also, to be 
black instead of red. The figure of the hero 
seated, though said to be drawn on a scale, ought ' 
to be one-third higher, his head-dress mingling 
with the blue at top/ The figure itself is, in the 
original,, of a black colour throughout, with the 
eyebrows,, nails on the hands, &c. marked out in 
white ; in the Fi-ench it is red : and, where the 
fine blue jacket and j)antaloons are given in the 
French drawing, there is nothing in the original 
but the black colour of the arms and legs. The 
body-dress, instead of being yellow, ought to be 
blue, and the u hite breeches yellow. The drapery 
behind the chair is rod, and not blue. The chair is 
ornamented with horizontal strijics of blue and 
black, with a dotted line intenvening, and’ is not 
chequered red, blue, and white, as the French have 
given it ; and the border at the bottom is disposed 
in the following way, which, if you meet with the 
original, you will find as different almost as white 
from black from that in the Fi-cnch work * 

* It is very difficult to account for these singular deviations 
in colour, &c. from the Egyptian originals. I Du Tertre 
at Paris in 1802 , when he was obliging enough to show me his 
portfolios of Egyptian drawings, and I coufess I have never 
seen anything in water-colours that surpassed his produc- 
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Blue and 
black 
stripes. 

Black. 

Black. 

Black. 


“ These are only a iH>rtion of the errors, and 
the one opposite is nearly as incorrect, especially 
in the red close-sleevcd waistcoat and close pan- 

tions, either in the beauty oftheir execution or in the strong 
internal evidence they bore of the most scrupulous accuracy. 
Mr. Salt, I know, entertained the same respect for this gen- 
tlenianla talents and genius, and I have now a letter ot hia 
before me in which he says, Du Tertre, whose original 
sketches you saw at Paris, has <lone the only things that 
deserve to be admired in the great Prench work ; one of the 
Temple of halfou is a vhvf-d't^in rv both as to accuracy ajul 
effect.” Perhaps, though Du Tertre’s name may have been 
made use of, he might nevertheless haVe had little to do with 
•the superintendance of the publwation of the great French 
work, the colouring of vi hich inighi -ave been left to inferior 
f»rtists, who, like too many of their countrymen, may have 
fallen into tl^^ir hvsettimj am of sacrificing truth to some fan- 
ciful ncJbion of improvement. Mr. Salt's own coloured draw- 
ing of the Harper from the above King’s tomb is now in Eng- 
land, and will probably appear before the public in a forth- 
coming work ; it was Jinished on the sjjot, and Is a perfect 
VOL. 11. li 
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taloons, which are more pdrticularly to be found 
fault with, as no s^ch dress, as far as I have 
observed, was ever in use among tlie ancient 
Egyj)tians. In design they have made errors 
almost as palpable, especially a ludicrous one in tlie 
celebrated .ludgemcnt scene, wiiere some figures 
are walking up steps, and another standing in 
front of Osiris with a j)uir of scales, while above is 
represented a byat witlr a j»ig in it, apparently 
driven away by a monkey. Now in the corner of 
this plate, to the left as you look at it, the French 
have represented four flying birds with human 
heads (like Cherubs), which they con jecture, most 
happily, to be the souls of the blessed after pass- 
ing through the ordeal of judgement ; and from it 
have built up in the body of the work (vide Dis- 
sertation on the Kings’ Tombs) a beautiful theory. 
But unfortunately it happems, on examining these 
said Cherubs with a light, that they prove to be 
gazelles or goats’ heads reversed (rather a common 
representation in the tombs), the horns being mis- 
taken for birds’ legs, the ears for their tails, and 
the neck, where it is cut off, for tlieir wings ; 

which puts a most conclusive bar to their reason- 

s* 

facsimile. On the margin of t)iis draw'ing the followTng sen- 
tence is written: “ J’ai honte de nies compatriots — Le 
de Forhin'' — E. 
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ing, and will remain for ever as an unlucky in- 
stance of their vaunted accur/icy ! 

1 have made a fac-simile of the Harper on 
the left, and Mr. Beechey is making one of that 
on the right. It is worth remarking, that the 
French artists have from these two, so accurately 
delineated in their work, restored by analogy the 
design in front, which they had not time to co- 
lour, and of course it is Cijually admirable for its 
fidelity to the original. Their architectural plans 
and the sculpture on the temples, I have not yet 
sufficiently examined. 

I have the pleavsure to announce to you that, 
under my ausjrices, a brilliant discovery has been 
made of a new King’s tomb, exquisitely painted, 
and with.thc colours as fresh as on the day it was 
^completed ; it throws everything else, as far as 
colour goes, completely into the back-ground. 
The most minute attention and painful labour are 
not equal to give a faithful idea of the fascinating 
eflects of those designs. The scale of colour on 
which they are painted is that of using pure ver- 
milion, ochres, and indigo ; -ud yet they are not 
gaudy, owing to the judicious balance of the 
colours, hud the artful management of the blacks. 
It is plain that they worked on a regular system, 
which had for its basis, as Mr. West would say, 

K 2 
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the colours of the rainbow, as there is not an 
ornament, tliroughoi’.t tlie dresses of the figures, 
where tlic red, yellow, and blue, are not alter- 
nately mingled, which produces an^ harmony that 
is really in some of tlie designs delicious. I have 
already completed five designs, and Mr. J^eechey 
three, upon the scales of a third, fourth and fifth, 
as best suited to the size of tlie figures ; and I 
assure you they begin to make a show. My 
memoiv and sketches of the Pyramids and Sphinx 
is kept liack to be sent borne by Mr-. Bankes, 
whom I expect here in about a fortnight, he 
having determined on a second visit to Egypt, 
partly on account of our new discoveries. 

“ In the way of anti(|uities I have been very 
fortunate ; though my expenses have far exceed- 
ed what I had intended, which, however, from my 
father’s bequest will pi’ovc no very serious incon- 
venience. In the new .tomb I liavc found a sar- 
cophagus of white srtabaster, covered with hiero- 
glyphics : the sarcophagus itself cntii-e, and 
enough of the cover to make out its shape. I 
shall not, of course, feel easy about it, till I see it 

at least safe in Cairo. Among the articles I have 

% 

already sent to Cairo, and which I hear are safely 
arrived, is the famous Erench stone, with eight 
figures ; another head of granite, not so large as 
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that of the young Memnon, but with a finer 
polish, and entire ; a statue of a sitting figure, as 
large as life, of a sort of marble, of exquisite 
workmanship ; thirty |iapyrus, and an innumer- 
able list of smaller things. I shall be able ' to 
spare you many fine articles, and the rest I think, 
if the idea is approved, of offering to the British 
IMuscuin. All that I wish is, to be reimbursed 
my cx])enscs, as it breaks in seriously on the 
small patrimony wliich I have inherited, and 
w'liich is all that I have to look to for support 
sliould I ever return to England, which, after a 
certain number of years, I cannot help, even upon 
that small pittance, looking forward to. 

“ I have taken the liberty of sending this letter 
open to Mr. Hamilton, as I really have not time, 
licforc the departure of tlie courier, to write 
to him, and I feel anxious that he should be ac- 
quainted with my ])rocccdings. 

“ Henry Salt.” 

“ To the Earl of .Mountiiorris,” 

i;XTRACT or A LETTER I’ROM M SALT TO MR. B. 

• . 

^ “ Kings' Tombs, TJicbcs, 1818. 

“ I have heard with great delight of the safe 
arrival of the Memnon’s head at Malta, and hope 
that, before long, it may as safely reach EnglaiM. 
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Pray be particular in letting me know what is 
thought of it. I Have been very successful, as 
you may communicate to Mr. Hamilton, in my 
researches in Upper Egypt*; and, above all, have 
discovered a King’s tomb, whore the j)aintings are 
exquisitely beautiful and fresh as on the day they 
were finished. I have completed six drawings 
already, coloitrcd in tlic toni!) by candlc-liglit. 
'J'he satisfaction is, that there is no necessity to 
restore or improve, but that on the contrary, with 
every attention and ellbrt, it is not possible to 
e(|iial the originals. 

“ The ‘ ]Jeftardar Bey, who rules in Upper 
Egypt, has been to visit it in state, and I ex- 
jiect the Pasha himself will not ri'st long with- 
out seeing it. I am getting a door ready for 
it with iron bolts and bars, &c. and lK)j)e to 
able to keep it, so long as I remain in Egypt, 
open and efitire for the insj>ection of travellers. 
It throws a new light on Egyptian colouring, and 
is, without comparison, the finest monument of an- 
cient art, as far as respects pjiiiiting, that exists. 

“ lIjiNKV Sai/i.” 
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CHAPTER III. 

Salt's. OLilogiuiu on llu‘ colouring of’ the ancient Egyptians. — 
'I'hc iintlior’s remarks on tlic subject. — Salt’s surprise at 
Belzoni's [)rotrncte(l slay at (‘airo. — Belzo.ni's success in 
opening llu‘ f*}ranii(l of Leplirenes. — Salt’s animated de- 
scrij)tion ol‘ that acliii‘\ ement. — J.etter to the author on 
the subject of iilgyptian antiquities and sculpture. — Cap- 
tain C’aviglia. — Sketch of tliat enterprising person’s pro- 
ceedings. — Salt’s examination of tlie C’hambers in the 
(ireat I’yraniid. — (ieneral observations. 

The wai’in eulogiuni which JMr. Salt has passed 
,up<in tho colouring of the ancient ligyptians in 
tlie Ibrcgoing extracts, lias been since verbally 
sanctioned by Mr. lieechey, who speaks of the 
paintings in the new King’s tomb in a strain of 
nearly similar enthusiasm. Now as both these gen- 
tlemen were educated as artists, and possessed an 
cxcellet^ ^eye for colour, it '0.ems unlikely that 
thev should either of them have been deceived, as 

r 

to general effect,* upon a subject on which they 
w'ere so w'oll (jualified to Judge ^ nevertheless, I 
must confess that there arc some obstacles stand- 
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ing in the way of tlieir description, which, as an 
artist, I feel almost hisurinountahle. From the 
above account, it may readily be supposed that the 
Egyptian artist must have been perfectly con- 
vcrsaiit with the balance of the different prbnitive 
colours lie employed ; but in what manner such 
“ delicious” and harmonious effects could have 
been produced by any artful arrangement of 
strong and unbroken colours, without tlie aid of 
reflexes, or the intervention of tlie endless variety 
of tints by whicli tlie cxporicmced colourist de- 
hides the eye and conducts it from the blaze of 
day to the calm twilight of evening and the 
sombre shadows of night, it is scarcely possible to 
conjecture. 

It is however to be observed, that Mr, Salt and 
Mr. Uccchey viewed and cojiied the paintings in 
the tomb by candle-light,” which, from its neu- 
tralizing effect upon the various colours, would 
tend to mitigate the harshness of their opjioskiori, 
and might produce an appearance of harmony 
that would have been sought for in vain by the 
light of day ; and hence might arise the impos- 
sibility, experienced by Mr. Salt, of imparting to 
his drawings the ‘‘ fascinating” effects ol the ori- 
ginals. He appears to have forgotten the very 
dissimilar mediums through which he was in the 
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habit of contemplating the Egyptian work, and .^ 
^ his own imitations of it, and h^s attributed' has- 
tily to his want of skill the deficiencies , in his 
drawings, which, in all probability, would be found 
to exist in an equal degree in the originals^ could 
they be seen in open daylight : an idea, indeed, 
which appears to receive some confirmation from 
a passage in one of his letters, in which he says. 
The colours in many of the chambers retairwall 
their original freshness, and present (from their 
being gcncraUzcd^ perhaps, by the reflections of 
tlie surrounding sand and i)alc-coloured stones,) a 
softened and harmonious efitet, notwitlistanding 
their vivid colours, that is very grateful to the 
eye.” 

Not however to dwell at any greater length 
lyion a question chiefly technical, it aj)pears 
evident that considerable progress was made by 
the ancient ^Egyptians, in very early ages, not 
only in the first principles of colour, but also in 
design, composition, and drawing. “ The paint- 
ings,” observes Mrs. Charles Lushington in. de- 
scribing t^ie above King’s tomi . with colours as 
vivid as those of any modern artist, and the engra- 
vings in alto and basso-relievo in perfect preser- * 
vation, did not delight me so much as an un- 
finished chamber, the walls of which were covered 
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with drawings, previously to their being cut on 
the stone. These .were mere outlines, in black 
or red, hut sketched with such boldness and 
lightness, that the more I looked the more I 
admired. Scarcely can I yet believe the hand 
that traced them to have been dead so many 
t;enturics ; many of the figures are as large as 
life, and, though mere outlines, wrought with as 
muKh expression as a finished painting. Flax- 
man’s illustrations may serve to give an idea of 
the sort of thing in miniature ; but I doubt 
whether even these,' must not yield in spirit and 
grace to the Egyptian composition.”* 

So far, then, as relates to this outline chamber, 
the account of Messrs. Salt and Jieechey is fully 
corroborated by Mrs. Lushington, though she does 
not api)(’ar to have held the merits ol’ the Jinishe,d 
paintings in an equal degree of estimation. In 
the absence of the originals it is dil%'ult to form 
a decided opinion of the progress made by the 
Egyptians in colour; but from an accurate in- 
spection of the copies sent over by Mr. Salt, I 
am induced to believe that the knowledge of their 
painters' on this subject was in a great degree 
limited to the art of judiciously contrasting warm 
with cool i)rimitive colonrs. ^’lieir attention ap- 
* “ Jnurnc‘}„rioin Calcutta to Europe,” page ( 37 . 
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])eai’s to liavc been solely directed to the local 
colours of objects, and they iseem to have been 
entirely ignorant of chiaroscuro and of the art of 
l>reaking their colours ; indeed there is some rea- 
son to imagine that their ideas of colour were as 
circumscribed and conventional as their notions 
of form, it being mentioned by Mr. Hamilton, 
tliat in many of their pictures whicli he inspected, 
“ the cornj)loxion of the in(;n is invariably red, 
and that of the women yellow,” a practice which 
is also said to prevail in the Abyssinian pictures 
at the j)resent day, where the two sexes are uni- 
formly repn'sented in the saftie colours. 

But to return from this digression. While 
Mr. Salt was busily employing himself at Thebes, 
in making drawings from the various* remains 
which had lately been brought to light, the pro- 
tracted stay of Mr. Belzoni at Cairo began to 
occasion him a good deal of surprise, more especi- 
ally as the former, as soon as he had safely depo- 
sited his cargo of antiquities at Cairo, was to have 
returned to Thebes, to fetch away the sarcopha- 
gus and /Jthcr valuable articles. Week after week 
however elapsed without any dii-ect intelligence 
being received re!f()ecting the cause of his long 
delay. At length Mr. Salt became weary of 
expecting him, and determined to proceed him- 
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self to Cairo, to ascertain the reason of his con- 
tinued absence. 

On liis arrival at that place, he found Mr. 
Belzoni living in the Consular house, and in the 
same irritable disposition of mind which he had 
evinced when they last parted. By his modera- 
tion and liberality, however, Mr. Salt succeeded 
in again quieting his wayward spirit, and though 
he had no great reason to be satisfied with Bel- 
zoni’s total neglect of his affairs during a period 
in which he was in the receii)t of a considerable 
salary for his services, yet he felt so much 
pleased with the conij)letc success which had 
attended Mr. Belzoni’s extraordinary exertions in 
opening the Pyramid of Cephrencs, that he con- 
tinued to treat him with the greatest kindness 
and forbearance, and wrote home to England, 
the following animated description of this noble 
achievement. 

“ The opening of this pyramid had long been 
considered an object of so hopeless a nature, that 
it is difficult to conceive how any person could 
be found sanguine enough to make the attempt ; 
and even after the discovery, with great labour, 
of the forced entrance, it required great perse- 
verance in Belzoni, and confidence in his own 
views, to induce him to continue the operation, 
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when it became evident that the extensive labours 
of his predecessors in the enterprise had so com- 
pletely failed. He himself has pointed out, in 
some degree, his motives for trying the particular* 
point where he came upon tlie true entrance : 
otherwise, on examining it, nothing can present 
a more hojK'less prospect. The direct manner 
in which he dug down upon the door affords, 
however, the most incontestable proof that chance 
had nothing to do with the discovery. Of the 
discovery itself, Mr. Belzoni has given a very 
clear description, and his drawings present a 
perfect idea of the channels, chambers, and 
entrances. Of the labours of the undcitaking, 
no one can form an idea. Notwithstanding the 
masses of stone which he had to remove, and 
t^je hardness of the materials which impeded his 
progress, the whole was effected 'entirely at his 
own I’isk and expense.” * 

The opening of this pyramid was nearly the 
last, as it w^as perhaps the greatest of Mr. Jiel- 
zoni’s undertakings, and the sagacity and per- 
severance, he displayed on the c>ccasion greatly 
acfded to his former reputation. He has given 
in his woi'k a clear ,and excellent account of his 
proceedings throughout the whole of this arduous ■ 
* Vide Quarterly Review, 1818. 
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enterprise, whicli no one can peruse witliout feel- 
ings of the wannest admiration. 

Soon after Mr. Salt’s late arrival, he came, as is 
mentioned in his statement, to an amicable and, as 
he supposed, final arrangement with Mr. ]k'l;?oni, 
when the latter went up the Nile to Tliebes to 
fulfil his share of the agreement, leaving Mr. Salt 
at Cairo. 

About this period he wrote me a letter, from 
which the following arc extracts, and which give 
some account of his late j)roocedings. 

“ t'airo, October, 18IS. 

“ Dkaii IIai.t.s, 

* * # « I jjjj, sincerely glad to learn that 

you get*on tolerably well, in tlie existing state of 

tilings, in your odious profession, as Miss 

very justly terms it. Should you ever be tiretl ,of 
it, you have nothing to do but to come and reside 
with me in Egypt, where we shall be able to 
pass the time agreeably enough together, among 
the tcmjiles and anticpiities of the most inter- 
esting nation which history, perhaps, records. 
In this, however, I do not believe you will agree 
with me, as you entertain certain odd notions 
about liberty, and cannot, I know, admire a people 
content, from the earliest times, to live in a sort of 
slavery to their Kings ; v/hilc, for ray own part. 
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I tliink it quite as good as living under the in- 
fluence of a mob,* and being, subject to all the 
restraint of a highly civilized state of society, the 
blessings of which scarcely make up for the 
curse of a single life which it entails on half its 
members. * 

“ You will be glad to hear that I have a fine 
collection of Egyptian sculpture, and that I have 
managed, notwithstanding all the press of busi- 
ness, to make a number of sketches, &c. that 
may some day or other serve to amuse my friends 
over their fire-side in Great Marlboi’ough Street. 
As usual, they are scattered through half a hun- 
dred sketch-books — some on one side of a leaf 
and some on the other ; but for this they will 
not prove the less interesting to you. I have 
not time to enter into any thing like an account 
of half the new discoveries made in Egypt since 
iny arrival here, hut really they have been very 
extraordinary. 

On my return from Thebes, I will write to 
you more at length about these things. * * 

I had a kind letter from Gei. ral IMacleod in 
India^ the other day, who talks of returning by 
this route. • He desires to be particularl}'^ reinem- 

* The one alternative is as bad as the other ; but .surely 
there is no necessity for adopting either extreme. — E. 
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Iiered to you. * ♦ *, » j often think of the 

many happy hours we have spent together — 
‘ hours of bliss never to return !’ Yet, though at 
a distance, to think of those we love is a pleasure 
— to hear from them would be a greater. 

“ Your’^,*&c. 

H. Salt,” 

“ .1. .1. Halls, Esq. Great Marlborough Street.” 

While such gl’cat discoveries had been accom- 
plishing, during the last two or tlirec years, by 
Mr. Helzoni, another enterprising individual ap- 
peared in the. field of research, of an equally ad- 
venturous and entcr])rising spirit, in the person 
of Captain Caviglia. In giving an account of 
this gentleman’s proceedings, I shall confine my- 
self to a very rapid sketch only of the more im- 
jiortant objects of his discovery, being aware that 
a detailed and finished account of his undertakings, 
written by Mr. Salt, and accompanied by nu- 
merous illustrations, is likely to be laid before 
the public. I will only add, that the brief notice 
I am about to take of Captain Caviglia’s achieve- 
ments is entirely founded upon a previous MS. 
of Mr. Salt’s* forwarded by him through Co- 
lonel Stratton to Mr. Hamilton in 1818, who has 
obligingly ])laced it at my disposal. 
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Captain Caviglia was by birth an Italian, and 
was, at the period of his opeiyitions in Egypt, the 
master, if not the owner, of a mercantile vessel 
in- the Mediterranean trade^ sailing ’ under the 
British flag. He is described, by Mr. Salt, as a 
gentleman with whose amiable character is blended 
an ardent enthusiasm for antiquarian research, 
and who • had long entertained an opinion that, 
among the ancient remains, so celebrated in 
Kgypt, mucli yet lemained to be explored, which 
might throw a light upon the peculiar rites and 
usages of its former inhabitants ; and as nothing 
had excited his attention more than the Pyramids 
of Ghizeh, he Jiad detennined, whenever the op- 
portunity might occur, to exert his utmost efforts 
towards clearing up the mystery which still hung 
over the interior of these veneral)le structures. 
A favourable occasion having been at length 
afforded him for prosecuting his views, he deter- 
mined to proceed*! I'oin Alexandria to Cairo, where 
he 'arrived on the 2()th of December 1816, and 
soon afterwards entered into an tirrangemcnt with 
two gentlemen, of the names o: Kabilziet and La 
F'uentes, *in which it was agreed that they should 
accompany him w-ifli cords and other necessary 
apparatus to the Pyramids; where they had no 
sooner arrived, on the 8th of January 1817> than 
1 
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Captain Caviglia proceeded to examine the well” 
in the chamber of the Great Pyramid, which, Mr. 
Salt observes, had so long baffled all research,* and 
concerning’ which ^o many terrible reports were 
in circulation, of persons having been ’let down 
who never returned to explain the dreadful mys- 
teries in which it was supposed t6 be enveloped. 
Everything being prepared. Captain Caviglia, by 
means of a rope tied round his waist, the other end 
of which was passed over a cross-bar laid athwart 
the mouth of the well,” proceeded with a lamp 
in his hand upon this hazardous undertaking, his 
friends above holding the end of the cord in their 
liands to let him gradually down. 

After descending about twenty feet, in a per- 
pendicular direction, he came to a kind of landing 

* Mr. Salt seems, at this time, not to have been aware «f 
the recent publication of a MS. by the late Mr. Davison, 
which appeared in Walpole’s Memoirs in 1817. In the 
year Mr. Davison, then Consul ^t Algiers, accompa- 
nied Wortley Montague to Egypt, and descended into this 

well,” of which he gives a very accurate description ; he 
also discovered a second chamber in the Great Pyramid. In 
both these enterprises he appears to have encountered 
nearly the same obstacles wliich o])posed tht progress tof 
Caviglia; but though he had the merit of their discovery, 
yet, as his success was unknown t® the more' recent ex- 
plorer, the great exertions of the latter are not tlie less 
deserving of our wonder and admiration.— -E. 
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place, where the passage took rather a sharp 
inclination to the south, which he began to follow, 
but was soon impeded by some stones too un- 
wieldy for him to remove ; ,he therefore re-as- 
cended, and persuaded one of the boldest of the' 
Arabs to go down with him, by whose assistance 
and that of his friends above, he succeeded in 
removing all the stones, except one large block 
of granite, about two feet and a half in diameter, 
which afterwards cost him infinite labour to dis- 
place. For the present, however, he had opened 
a passage wide enough for a man to pass, when 
Mr. Kabitzi(>t descended to the block of granite, 
and Captain Caviglia recommenced his enterprise. 
About fourteen feet lower down, he came to a 
perpendicidar descent, lined with mason-work, 
opening into a grotto, seventeen feet in diameter 
and four in height : here he ascertained that 
the “ well” continued its course doi^rnwards, but 
seemed difficult of access ; he therefore called to 
his friends to take up new positions, when Mr. 
Fuentes descended to the granite stone and Mr, 
Kabitziet to the grotto. 

’ A rope being again attached to him. Captain 
Caviglia once morg began to descend, and found 
that the artificial lining of mason -work was con- 
tinued, in a perpendicular direction, to the same 

F 2 
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distance below the grotto as it \Vas above ; wliich 
led him to conclude it bad been intended as a 
siipj)ort to the surrounding gravel. The channi*!, 
as before, took a steep inclitiation to the south ; 
’the descent, however, I)ecame less arduous from 
there being a siuic'ession of holes, like rough steps, 
which atfoixh'd a more secure footing than before. 
Still, as he got lower, the awcfulness of his situa- 
tion every ingment cticreased from the excessive 
heat and the impurity of the air. Tlie lamp 
burnt with a faint and glimmering light, while, 
thougli he had advanced above a hundred feet 
from the grotto, the passage continued to oj)en 
below hitu like an unfathomable ab ss. 

As long, however, as the cord and the lami> 
would last, he was determined to jn-oceed, till at 
length at the dej)th of 125 feet, he came to the 
conclusion of this his first labour, where the 
passage ended by a short perpendicular descent, 
among loose stones and rubbish. lie now re- 
turned exhausted to his friends, but had scarcely 
time to reach the grotto when all their lamps 
became extinguished, and the whole ])arty was 
forced . to make a preci])itate retreat. On the 
same day Oaptain Caviglia and his companions 
returned to Cairo, where they were overwhelmed 
’with the congratulations of their actpiaintance ; 
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some of whom liad accused them of rashness 
and Jiad predicted the failure of the attempt. 

Captain Caviglia, not yet feeling satisfied at the 
result of his late research, and conjecturing, from 
tlie ground having sounded hollow under his 
feet, that the “ well” must still have some con- 
cealed outlet, determined to try if, by exca- 
vating, he could not make some farther discovery. 
Mr. Kabitzict also, being highly ,i»leased with 
what had I)ccn already "accomidishcd, .agreed to 
contribute a moiety of tlic expenses that might 
be incurred, though his occupations forbade his 
engaging actively in the Labour ; l)ut IMr. Fuentes 
ceased to take further interest in the undertaking. 

In consccpu.'ncc of the above agreement. Captain 
Caviglia, on the ISth of .Tanuary, went over with 
the necessary implements and took up his perma- 
nent residence at the Grcjit Pyramid. Having 
])it('lied two tents for that purpose on the mound 
in front of the entrance, he immediately, with 
some Arabs, hired at very exorbitant wages, 
commenced his operations at the bottom of the 
“ well,” .drawing up with basK iCs and cOrds the 
loose earth from below ; but though he himself 
laboured Tlard at tlic l)ottom, in order to encourage 
the others, he proceeded so slowly, in consequence 
of their dislike to the employment, that he was 
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obliged to suspend the enterprise until he had 
obtained an order for' a daily supply of men, .with 
proper persons to superintend their labours ; not- 
withstanding which, it is still almost inconceivable 
how he could so far surmount the prejudices of 
these people as to induce them to work in so 
confined a space, where light, after the first half- 
hour, would not burn, and consequently, where 
everything wgs to be done by feeling ; the heat 
at the same time being sb intense, and the air so 
suffocating, that it was impossible to remain 
below one hour at a time without severely suffer- 
ing from its effects. 

At length, matters became so serious, that one 
Arab was brought up nearly dead, and others, on 
ascending, fainted away ; so that, in spite of the 
restraint laid upon them, many abandoned their, 
labour, declaring they were willing to work, but 
not to die, for him. These discouraging circum- 
stances induced Caviglia to turn his attention 
towards clearing the principal entrance to the 
Pyramid, as-he hoped by^o doing to open a free 
passage "to the air, which it not only .effected, 
but also led to an unexpected conclusion of his 
labours ; for, on proceeding, he discovered* that the 
main-channel below the entrance did not termi- 
oate in the way asserted by Maillet, but that, on 
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the contrary, thoifgh obstructed by large masses 
of calcareous stone and graaite, probably placed 
there for that purpose, it still continued on the 
same inclined angle downwards, of the same di- 
mensions, and the sides worked with equal care, 
as in tlie channel above, though filled up 'nearly to 
the top with earth and fragments of stone. 

Having advanced about 150 feet. Captain Cavig- 
lia, in clearing out this passage, had again to en- 
counter his former embarrassments from the suf- 
focating heat and impurity of the air, and it was 
only by conciliation and encrcased wages that he 
could tempt the working Arabs to proceed with the 
undertaking. At length Ifis own health began to 
be visibly impaired, and he was attacked with a 
spitting of Wood which seriously alarmed his 
fviends at Cairo, though no consideration could 
induce him to desist from his pursuits. 

About this period Mr. Salt and Mr. Briggs 
returned from Alexandria, and being struck 
with admiration at the progress that had been 
made, and aware of the great expense already 
incurred,. proposed to the indet< tigable excavator 
and his colleague that they should share in the 
disburseinents. On the 14th of March the ex- 
cavation was carried down as low as 200 feet in 
this new passage,, without anything remarkable 



72 


THE JJFE OF 


being observed, except that the mason-work was 
discontinued where the rock cornnfences, and that, 
at about 116 feet below, there was a wide fissure 
in the rock whicli seemed to correspond with the 
one in the lower shaft of the well. 

Soon dfterwards, however, a doorway on the 
right of the channel was discovered, and, in a few 
hours, a smell of sulphur was perceived which 
seemed to render it probable that this doorway 
cornmuiii(;atcd with the “ well,” as some had been 
burnt there l)y Caviglia in order to purify the 
air. The earth too became of a darker hue, and 
a portion being removed, a bat flew out. These 
circumstances excited •much expectation, which 
was soon afterwards gratified by the channel 
being found at once to open uj)on tiic bottom of 
the “ well,” v/hcre the baskets, cord, &c, wc're oU 
served which had been employed in the late ex- 
cavation.* 

This discovery was valualde in so far as it 
l)roduced a free circulation of air through the new 

* These operations of Caviglia, in exploring and clear- 
ing out tile “ weir’ and angular passage, gav6 ri.se to the 
remarkable discovery, made by Captains Irby and Mangles, 
that from the said angular passage on the night of the 21st 
of March 1817, the north pole star was visible at the jicriod 
of its culminating. — E. 



IIENIIY SALT. 7S 

passage and up tlie shaft of the Well thus 
dissipating, for the future, all idea of danger from 
the impurity of the atmosphere. Mr. Salt' soon 
afterwards ascended from the doorway up to the 
entrance of the " well” in the great gallery, 
without experiencing any great degree df incon- 
venience. 

Proceeding with his excavation Captain Cavig- 
lia soon afterwards discovered, that the pew pas- 
sage ended in a sj)acious chamber, situated almost 
perpendicularly beneath the central ]>oint of tlie 
pyramid. This chamljer &c. Mr. Salt, on the 
26th March, liad an oi)portunity of carefully ex- 
> amining, when he found, after passing tlie door- 
way, that the passage communicating with the 
“ well” continues twenty-three feet farther on the 
sjime inclined plane, when it becomes narrower and 
runs in an horizontal direction about twenty-eight 
feet till it opens upon the north-eastern corner of 
the chamber. On the right hand of this passage a 
recess is cut in the rock, about five feet across and 
three deep, corresponding in its situation to the 
one in front of the King’s ch.. a-ber. The new 
cfiamber is forty-six feet long by twenty-seventh^ 
feet broai?; irregularly excavated and with a 
roof. When first discovered it was nearly filled 
with loose stones and rubbish, which were s’ubse- ■ 
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quently removed. From the singular construction 
of this chamber it is difiicult to conceive a c6rrect 
notion of its general shape. The rock on each 
side, at the east end, is described as forming a 
floor, on a level with the horizontal passage, ex- 
tending about half way along the chamber ; and 
the chamber there is fifteen feet high, while in 
the central compartment the rock is excavated 
five feet, lower down, with a hollow space in the 
middle, bearing the appearance of the commence- 
ment of a well. 

On descending into the lower compartment, it 
is said to continue lengthways, gradually narrow- 
ing to three feet wide and rising by four irregular • 
steps up to the western end of the chamber, 
where there is scarcely room to stand upright 
between the ceiling and the floor. In the same 
direction also are cut two galleries, or passages, 
on the sides close to the walls, each about three 
feet wide, terminating in rude seats, carved in the 
rock, which may have served as seats, or pedestals 
for statues ; the intermediate platforms not being 
mure than three feet from the ceiling, ,aud rudely 
shaped, as if broken up in search of treasure. 
Over the northern platforms* are some Roman 
characters, smoked with the flahie of a candle, 
and so rudely formed as to be unintelligible, a 
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circumstance partly to be attributed to the rock 
having mouldered away, probably frpm the effects 
of damp, the chamber bearing evident signs of 
moisture, caused by the rain-water finding its way 
in at certain seasons of the year from tlie en- 
trance. On the south side of this chamber is ex-, 
cavated another passage, just wide and high 
enough for a man to creep along U})on his hands 
and knees. It enters fifty-four feet horizoatally 
into the rock, and there abruptly terminates. 

“ Before I quit this chamber,” (says Mr. Salt,) 

I must observe that though it now bears so rude 
and unfinished an appearance, yet, after comparing 
it Very carefully with many other subterranean 
chambers that have been disfigured by the effects 
of time and the rude hands of curious inquirers, I 
ciyinot help entertaining an opinion that it was 
once highly ornamented, and perhaps used for car- 
rying on some secret mysteries.* I confess that I 

* It seems difficult to conjecture on what grounds Mr. 
Salt entertained the above opinion, as the details of his de-^ 
scription certainly appear to favour the supposition of this 
chamber being merely an unfinished e^’^'avation. The co/w- 
meiicmcnt (5f<i well in its central cm*!partment, the long 
passage literally “ leading to nothing,” and the fad of no 
vestige of brnamental • remains being found among the 
rubbish with which it was filled, all tend to confirm the 
notion that the apartment must have been left originally in 
an incomplete state. — E. 
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had flattered myself, before it was cleared out, 
that it woultl^ be Jbund to correspond with the 
one described by Herodotus as containing the 
tomb of Cheops, and into which, according to the 
usual interpretation of the passage, was introduced 
a canal from the Nile ; but after the necessary 
examination, I was reluctantly comi)cllcd to relin- 
quish the idea from there being no inlet for the 
water to enter, and from finding that the Nile, 
according to the late French observations, does not 
rise to within thirty feet of its level when the 
river stands at its highest elevation. From an ex- 
pression, however, in Strabo, that tlie er.trance h'ads 
dii’cctly down to the chamber in which stood the 
‘ thua,’ there seems some reason to believe, that 
the new chamber was the only one open in his 
day ; a ch’cumstancc confirmed by Pliny’s making 
mention only of what he calls a ‘ v, ell’ at eighty- 
six cubits below the surface, which also very nearly 
agrees with the actual depth of this chamber. 

“ It was left for a Mussulman to discover the 
real sanctuary and to tlespoil the tombs of their 
contents. A1 Humoun, the son of ^ Pfaroun al 
Raschid, prompted by the treasure-searching spirit 
of the age, effected this laborious undertaking, and 
though the diflicultics could not have amounted 
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to what tlie prosing genius of Maillct has sup- 
posed, yet -they might well have defied any efforts 
except those of a sovereign enthusiastic in the 
•pursuit. The Arab authors of best repute have 
recounted the details of this discovery, and every 
circumstance, in the present aspect of the pyramid, 
serves to confirm their, veracity.” 

Captain Caviglia’s next operation was the clear- 
ing out of the Queen’s chambei’, wliich he under- 
took in the liope of finding a sarcopliagus there, 
similar to the one in the chamber above. Ilis 
labour, however, was but ill-recjuited, as he found 
yothing except bare walls incrusted with .a 
thick coat of salt. lie also exaniiBcd afid cleared 
out an horizontal jiassage, full of loose stones, 
which commences under a kind of arch at the 
c^t end of the same apartment. It can be traced 
about forty feet into the solid body of the pyramid. 
The first twelve or fourteen feet form a kind of re- 
cess, ^^^ich may be coeval with the structure itself, 
but the remainder has probably been more recently 
excavated. This passage was noticed before by 
Monsieur Oliviei’, and the names “ Paisley” and 
“ Hunro” are found inscribed at the farther ex- 
tremity. • . 

The travellers Niebuhr and Bruce having men- 
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tioned an apartment, Jirst discovered by Mr. Da- 
viso7i,* to which there is an entrance from the 
great gallery, Captain Caviglia, by means of a 
rope-ladder, contrived to ascend to it, and, afte^ 
creeping through a narrow, horizontal, and curved 
passage, came, by a break in the wall, to the 
chamber, which proved to be of larger dimensions, 
in length and breadth, than the King’s chamber, 
over which it is immediately situated, though in 
height it does not exceed four feet. The sides 
and roof are coated with red granite of the finest 
polish, while the floor is disposed in a species of 
regular ridges, resembling those of a corn-fielij, 
and prodViced,, as it was ascertained, by its being 
formed of the upper sides of the individual blocks 
of granite which constitute the roof of the cham- 
ber below. The singular dimensions of this apjift- 
ment, and the circumstance of its being so highly 

* It is evident, from tlic above passage, that Mr. Salt, at 
the t'tmv of his irritiitf/ if, must have known of Mr- \^alpolc’s 
recent publication, and yet it is equally certain that in the 
carlj/ part of his memoir he (Mr. Stilt) attributes the dis- 
covery of the well in the chamber of the (treat l^yramid to 
Caviglia instead of Mr. Davison, wlio had px^dored it, it 
appears, fifty-four years before. Perhaps, being a new pub- 
lication, -Mr. Walpole's work might have reached Mr. Salt 
while actually employed on his memoir, and in that case he 
may have omitted to correct the error into which he had 
inadvertently fallen when writing the earlier part. — E. 
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adorned with polished granite, led to the expecta- 
tion of some farther discovery, which, after the 
most rigid examination, ended in disappointmetit. 
'The polish on the granite in this chamber, it may 
be noticed, affords an unanswerable refutation of 
some observations made by Norden respecting the 
remote antiquity of the pyramids compared with 
that of the other edifices in Egypt, which are de- 
duced from the groundless supposition that the 
art of polishing that material was unknown in the 
country at the period when these mighty struc- 
turcs were erected. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Caviglia’s Examination of the numerous Ruins and Tumuli 
on the Banks of the Nile. — Hieroglyphics. — Salt’s De- 
scription of the internal Structure of the Mausoleums. — 
Egyptian Sculpture. — Farther Researches of Caviglia. — 
The most luicicnt Examples of Art in the World. — The 
Catacombs explored by Caviglia. — Excavation of the 
Sphynx. — Its Appearance after it was denuded. — Opera- 
tions of tlie French Engin(*ers on that colossal Image. — 
Caviglia’s Perseverance. 

As soofi as Captain Caviglia had completed his 
labours at the Great Pyramid, which, it is to l»e 
regretted, do not appear to have been rewarded 
by very important results, he directed his atten- 
tion to a particular examination of some of the 
prodigious assemblage of ruined edifices and tu- 
muli that lie dispersed without order about the 
various pyramids, and which extend to.,an almost 
interminable distance to the north and south, 
along tfie left bank of the Nile. These edifices 
appear to be in general of an oblong form, placed 
longitudinally north and south, and are construct- 



HENRY SALT. 


'■ M-.r 

* . •'« 

ed of large masses of stone, having the wallsk?. 

slightly inclined from the perpendicular inwards, 
according to the practice usually observed in 
Egyptian structures. They all appear to have 
had flat roofs, with a sort of parapet round the 
outside, formed of stones rounded at top, and 
rising* about a foot above the level of the terrace ; 
the stones of which the walls are constructed 
being of various and unequal size, seldom rectan- 
gular, though very neatly fitted to each other, 
somewhat in the same manner as. those of the Cy- 
clopean buildings in Greece. Some have doorways 
carved like those at the entrance of the cata- 
combs, ornamented above with a volute covered 
with hieroglyphics ; while others have • small 
square apertures in the side, gradually narrowing 
iswards, to admit the light into their several 
chambers. These doors and windows are inva- 
riably found on the northern and eastern sides; 
many have been constructed without apertures, 
being decorated with grooves only, which give the 
false appearance of portals. Not merely the door- 
ways, but the whole line of one of these edifices 
bear the traces of hieroglyphics ; and it is worthy 
of remarlc, tiiat or^ of the stones which is thus 
ornamented has also other hieroglyphics and 
figures, on the reverse, turned upside down and 
VOL. n, . ^ 
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incomplete, which appears to prove beyond a 
doubt that it constituted previously a part of some 
other edifice. Far the greater number, however, of 
these mausoleums appear to have been quite plain, 
having a few unornaniented chambers only, and 
one well, or more, in the centre of each, of con- 
siderable deptli, conducting to a small apartment 
which served as a receptacle for the dead. These 
last a])])ear to be very antient, and a few of them 
are of such unusual magnitude, that, had not the 
Pyramids existed, they would have been consi- 
dered as objects of the greatest curiosity. Only 
one of these monuments was found entire, or 
nearly so, the rest being broken up, and for the 
most part in ruins, the stones even presenting all 
the various stages of decomposition, according to 
the respective antiquity of the different edifices : 
whence it may be inferred that the adjacent 
tumuli have been composed of the mouldering 
relics of similar monuments. 

It has been conjectured by some writers on the 

subject, that these structures arc of posterior date. 

to the Pyramids, owing to the circuipstance of 

« 

some of them being ornamented with hierogly- 
phics ; but this idea, if it merit sei^us*^ attentjon, 
can only be applied to those which are so adorned, 
the rest being constructed on as'-filain and sit^ple 
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a principle as the Pyramids themselves ; while the 
total decomposition of some ef ihe larger monu- 
ments, though built of the same materials and 
exposed only to the same accidents of climate, 
serves only to shew their equal, if not superior 
claim to antiquity. • 

It may also be remarked, that some tracer of 
hieroglyphics have been noticed extending from 
stone to stone, and which appear to have occu- 
pied considerable space, on the great portal in 
front of the second Pyramid, which has been 
always allowed to be coeval with the fabric itself, 
and, if historians of the highest credit are to be 
believed, even the Pyramids were once similarly 
adorned. Moreover, on all the remains of the 
most antient cities, such as Or, Zoan, &c., hiero- 
glyphics are found, which, if the Pyramids were 
built by the sovereigns mentioned in Herodoths, 
(of which there appears no reason to doubt,) they 
must have been of more remote date -than the 
Pyramids. It must be remembered, likewise, 
that the same hieroglyphici(^hich are conspicu- 
ous on the. obelisk at Heliopuiis are also promi- 
nent on the tablets of the Sphinx. . 

From these and other arguments adduced, 
Mr. Salt, after, a very minute examination of these 
monuments, entertained th$^.notion that the spot 
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on which they stand, formerly served as a place of 
sepulchre to the fintient Kings of Egyi)t, anicrior 
as well as mhstqucntly to the construction of the 
Pyramids, and that it was connected as such with 
the city of Or, pr IIclioj)olis, before tlie seat of 
empire had been transferred to Meinpliis.* 

Returning from this digression, Mr. Salt next 
proceeds to descril)e the internal structure of se- 
veral of the inausoleuins cleared out by Ca])tain 
Caviglia, the greater part of which were filled up 
with sand and rubbish, which proves the length of 
time that must have elapsed since they were open- 
ed by the natives. The first of these structures 
which Caviglia examined contained a small cham- 
ber covered with stucco, and ornamented with 

* This subject appears to be one of f^reat difficulty and 
obscurity, and tliougli Mr. Salt does not adduce anytliir.g 
amounting to a dlrvit proof in support of his opinions, yet 
hiB arguments seem to claim a good deal of consideration 
and respect. The inconsiderable number of hieroglyphics 
found on tlic stones used in tlie construction of the mau- 
soleums appears to me almost conclusive against their 
having been built from the remains of the casings of the Py- 
ramids, wliich there seems' strong reason to suppose were 
proftisely adorned with such ornaments, and which the lapse 
of time could scarcely have so generally obliterated. Those 
who are desirous -of perusing the 'arguments employed on 
the adverse side of the question will them Very ably 

stated in the article in the Quarterly On the An- 

^iauitie# ^igypt,"' before alluded to. — E. 
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rude paintings on the walls, one of which, though 
much defaced, evidently represented the sacred 
boat, and another a procession of figures march- 
ing along, each bearing a lotus in his hand. At 
the southern end of the same c^jamber a consider- 
able number of mouldering munrimies were laid 
in a recumbent posture, one over the other, with 
a few fragments of wooden cases ; many of the 
bones were found entire, and among the rest a 
skull, with part of its cloth covering inscribed 
with hieroglyphical characters. 

The second of these edifices which he inspected 
was found to be still more interesting, though it 
contained no paintings and was quite plain, from 
the peculiar distribution of its chambers, and 
from its cgntaining several fragments of rare 
statues both in calcareous stone and granite. The 
most valuable of these consisted of two pieces, 
forming the entire body of a figure almost as large 
as life, in the act of walking, with the left', leg 
stretched forward, and the two anus hanging 
down and resting on the thighs. From the po- 
sition in which this statue stotJi' exactly fronting 
tile openmg groove, as well as from the pedestal 
and foot of another, of equal dimensions, found in 
the same chamber in a similar situation, it seemed 
probable that they had been so placed for the 
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express purpose of being seen from an adjoining 
corridor by the frieuds and relatives of the de- 
ceased, especially as the more perfect statue ap- 
peared to bear evident marks of being intended as 
a portrait of the person whom it was designed to 
represent, the several parts being marked with 
strict attention to nature, and coloured after life, 
with artihcial eyes of glass or transparent stones^ 
to give a more perfect resemblance of a living 
man. 

The identical head belonging to this statue, 
unfortunately could not be found ; but another 
of the same style and materials (probably l)elong- 
ing to the foot and pedestal before noticed), was 
discovered, and supidied the deficiency in the 
former. This head, even in its present state, is 
extremely valuable, from its similarity in style 
and featui’es to that of the Sphinx having the 
same facial line, the same sweetness of expression 
and marking in the mouth, and the same round- 
ness and peculiarity which characterize the rest 
of the features : circumstances which tend to prove 
its almost equal antiquity. In attempting to 
remove the statue from the chamber, the opening 
was so small that it was found impossible to force 
the fragments through the entrance^ and it took 
yearly .eight hours to break away a sufficient 
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portion of the wall to admit of its being removed, 
so that the statue must havp been placed there 
prior to the finishing of the mausoleum. 

Some other fragments in granite and alabaster, 
found in these chambers, are also interesting, from 
their affording a higher idea of Egyptian sculpture 
than has been usually entertained ; a closer atten- 
tion being shown to the marking of the bones and 
muscles, without descending too much to parti- 
culars, than is generally apparent in Egyptian 
statues. A fragment of a leg is peculiarly noticed 
for a fulness in the parts and strictness of propor- 
tion, not unlike the school of Michael Angelo ; 
while the alabaster remains are described, as far 
as finishing goes, as by no means inferior to the 
productions of even Grecian sculptors. 

^ The next of these edifices, ojjened by Caviglia, 

was somewhat differently distributed from the 

former, but not inferior in the interesting nature 

of its decorations ; the principal opening to its 

chambers is situated at the south-east corner. 

Over this entrance a line of hieroglyphics is 

carved, now much defaced, ani on each side, as 

you enter, is sculptured a boat of large size, which 

differs, in* having a square sail, from any now use^. 

on the Nile. The first apartment is small, but 

• 

adorned with the usual paintings in basMi^eUef of 
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oxen, deer, and birds ; men engaged in planning 
and preparing certf^in articles of furniture, hew- 
ing blocks of wood, and pressing out skius either 
of wine or oil. This chamber leads to a second 
larger than the former, the top of which is hol- 
, lowed out in the form of an arch. In this apart- 
ment the figures and hieroglyphics are singularly 
interesting and beautiful : on tbe light is repre- 
sented a quarrel between some boatmen, executed 
with great spirit ; and a little farther on, a num- 
ber of men engaged in the different pursuits of 
agriculture, ploughing, hoeing up the ground,' 
bringing in their corn upon asses, storing it in the 
magazines, and other similar occupations. 

On the west end are several vases, painted in 
tbe most brilliant colours ; and on the south side 
a band of musicians, playing on the harp, flute, 
and a species of clarionet, together with a group 
of dancing women, tinged of a yellow colour, as is 
the case in most of the temples of U])per Egypt.* 


* In general, the description given above of the orna- 
mental parts of several of these edifices, corresponds with 
the admirable observations of Mr. Hamilton on ^ tbe paint- 
ings, found in Upper Egypt, in the different tombs of pfi- 
vale' individuals, nobles, and sovereigns, which {le had the 
opportunity of inspecting. Many of the subjects of these 
pajjStings. are taken from the domestic life of the persons 
vdnains “these grottos” enshrine. Their agricul- 



HENRY SALT. 



These ibrm only the inor« remarkable designt] 

executed in small linear conipartments ; besides^ 

* 

these^ a male and female figure, as large as life, 
without any symbols of divinity, appear presiding 
over the whole, and in all probability are intended 
as portraits (like the statues in the plain mauso- 
leum) of the persons to whom tliis tomb was de- 
dicated. Parallel to the above chamber lies an- 
other, nearly of the same dimensions, rudely cut 
out and unadorned ; and to the westward of both 
is a small chamber transversely situated, with 
figures and hieroglyphics carved on its walls. 

In a fifth chamber of this mausoleum, cleared 
out by Caviglia, there are also some hieroglyphics 
worthy of notice, from their being executed on a 
thick coat of white plaster, by means, as it would 

tiTtal operations, their modes of hunting, fishing, &c, are 
all represented on the walls, with a more or less degree 
of skill, according to the stations of life in which the parties 
respectively moved ; and in some of the Royal tombs the 
good or evil actions of their inmates arc depicted with a 
strictness and impartiality which shows the strong sense of 
retributive justice that must have been entertained by the 
Egyptians in those remote ages. Jn some instances 
thbsc in the tombs about the Pyramifls) tlie 
other ornainents have greatly suffered from 
dent, but in others the/ are in as perfect a 
colours as brilliant, as if tliey had just issued 
of the artist. — E. 
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appear, of a wooden stamp or mould : a ’practice 
which may perhaps sei*ve as a hint to .some 
ingenious European artisan to introduce, at a 
trifling expense, this simjde yet elegant mode of 
ornamenting chambers. Besides those already no- 
ticed, many others of these edifices were cleared 
out and found to consist of similar apartments, 
varying in numbers and disposition, but orna- 
mented generally with j^aintings and bas-reliefs, 
according, perhaps, to the wealth or caprice of 
those who erected them ; one chamber in par- 
ticular, from the delicacy of its colours, and its 
generally pleasing eflect, seemed to merit peculiar 
attention. In all the mausokums examined were 
found fragments of bitumen, quantities of mummy 
cloth, and a great number of human bones, so 
that there can remain no doubt of their having 
served the purpose of enshrining the dead. 

In concluding the account of his researches 
among these dreary mansions, Mr, Salt proceeds 
to’ offer a few cursory remarks upon the peculiar 
specimens of sculpture-painting above described, 
which he thinks may fairly be considered as pre- 
senting. the most ancient examples of art in {fie 
world. .The objects, it appeals, in which the ar- 
tists seem to have best succeeded, are the animals 
•nd mrds, several instances of which may be 



HENRY SALT. 


91 


pointed out, that are executed with a boldness of 
outline and an attention to nature, which evince 
a considerable progress in design. The human 
figures, it is true, are in general drawn sadly out 
of proportion, though the action is commonly just 
and often energetic. The colours, in many of the 
chambers, retain all their original freshness, and 
present an harmonious effect that is very grateful 
to tlie eye. In some of the chambers, Mr. Salt 
remained sometimes for hours, contemplating with 
peculiar delight the effects of this singular com- 
bination of bas-relief, and of colouring after life, 
which presents a species of reality that mere paint- 
ing can with difficulty produce.* 

A considerable portion of the pleasure deiived 
from these paintings is undoubtedly attributable 
to the association of ideas arising from local cir- 
cumstances connected with them ; but let a man, 
if possible, divest himself of these feelings, and he 
must probably still allow that their sim2)licity, the 
highly-finished manner in which they are exe- 
cuted, the unbroken tints which are employed, 
the varietjr of the subjects delin !Uted, and the oc- 
casional elegance of form, together with the in- 


^ This reality must 1 should imagine partake too much 
of the effect of coloured toax-work ; the most disagreeable 
of all the efforts of art. — E. ' 
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finite variety of hieroglyphics used to fill up the 
designs, display a, rich assemblage of ornament 
that renders this style of art particularly adapted 
to the embellishment of apartments. 

The next undertaking of Caviglia was to exa- 
mine the catacombs in the vicinity of the Pyra- 
mids. Those to the west of them do not appear 
to have possessed any peculiar interest ; he and 
Mr. Salt entered some few, but found them too 
uninviting to induce them to j)rosecute their re- 
search ; and though Captain Caviglia subsequently 
penetrated into one of the many lahyrinthian pas- 
sages observed, to the distance of three hundred 
feet, yet he met with nothing to compensate him 
for the attempt. 

To the southward of the second pyramid some 

caves were met with, cut in the rock bounding 

the platform on which it stands, that appear 

worthy of notice. In several of them are* traces ' 

of the painted-sculpture which once adorned the 

walls, and in most of them are mummy-pitsi Ml 

emptied of their contents by the Arabs. In one 

of these caves was found a singular roof carved in 

• , < 

imitation of layers of date trees, affording an ad- 
ditional proof that the Egyptians borrowed their 
ideas of architecture from the objects that sur- 
rounded them. Upon the rock, bounding the 
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northern side of the platform, are carv.ed some 
remarkable hieroglyphics. • '“S- 

Another set of catacombs was also explored, 
the eastern chamber of which is commonly called 
the Sheik’s residence. It is divided into several 
compartments, and on the walls are some curious 
pieces of sculpture, representing a party of mu- 
sicians playing on different instruments, and a 
procession of deer and other animals, part of 
which are being led uj) an asec'iiding plane to the 
presence of a figure as large as life. On the 
north side of the same apartment is carved the 
figure of an hippopotamus on the borders of a 
circle, which possibly once formed part of a zo- 
diac; the sign Pisces still remaining, though all 
the rest of the wall has been destroyed. In a small 
interior chamber was found a granite sarcophagus, 
nearly buried in the sand, whicli, on its being ex- 
cavated, proved to be without ornament. 

Though the caves just described are only at a 
short distance from some others which were no- 
ticed, yet the two sets arc so cfirapletely separated 
by the sands, that travellers fi-equently overlook 
either the one or the other in the course of their 
research. * Several of the apartments in the last- 
mentioned catacombs are particularly interesting, 
on account of the figures sculptured on the walls. 
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and serve to confirm the remarks before made 
by Mr. Salt on Egyptian art, as far as relates to 
the delineation of animals and birds ; the small 
composition of the gazelle, especially, being re- 
markably beautiful, not only for natural simplicity 
of action and correctness of form, but also for the 
admirable feeling which pervfides the design. This 
subject afterwards became a favourite one among 
the Romans in adorning their walls, as is evinced 
by the several examples of it at Herculaneum 
and Pompeii, and contributes to prove that even 
in painting these masters of the world did not dis- 
dain to copy from their predecessors. The fish, 
too, and birds are here also very accurately de- 
scribed, so that their species may be distinguished 
at a glance, particularly the hoopoo, paddy bird, 
and Indian hen ; and among the fish, the mullet 
and the boolty, which last is reckoned by far the 
best fish of the Nile. In an adjoining chamber a 
number of men are represented working a wine- 
press, as it appears, from the colour of .the liquor 
being painted red. 

Not far irom these catacombs stands a large 
pile of building, the lower basement of which is 
cut out of the rock. It is of an irregfilar quad- 
rangular shape, having a large chamber supported 
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by columns excavated on its Eastern side. The 
upper part of the structure forms a regular py- 
ramid, in three stages, built of large masses of 
stone, which bear the marks of having been on the 
outside richly ornamented. This edifice forms an 
interesting object in the general coiip-d'ceil oT.the 
Pyramids from the neighI)ouring mountains,, as 
well as from several other points of wew. 

A range of catacombs is -also deserving of 
notice excavated in the eastern brovv of the 
rock on which the Pyramids are situated. Those 
caves which arc still uncovered by sand are 
very numerous, of irregular dimensions, and are 
excavated one above another, as appears most 
convenient with regard to the original surface of 
the rock. Mutilated pieces of sculj)tiirc, and 
frfigmcnts of statues, placed in niches in the walls, 
prove that many of them were once higl)ly adorn- 
ed, and the greater part have a roll of hiero- 
glyphics carved over the doorways by way of 
ornament, one of which was copied as a specimen. 
It is inscribed over the apartment inhabited by 
Caviglia (^ring his laborious operations at the 
Sphinx, the last and most arduous of his under- 
takings, aftd which. seems to have excited the., 
admiration and astonishment of every one whOj^' 
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witnessed the exertions and' indefatigable perse- 
verance he displayed in excavating this vast mo- 
nument of antiquity. 

The following account of the general appear- 
ance of the Sphinx, after it was denuded by 
Caviglia, is copied nearly verbatim from Mr. Salt’s 
MS. memoir, written about the period when the 
excavation Avas comidctcd. I shall not enter into 
particulars, but shall merely state those circum- 
stances attending the enterprise itself which may 
serve to convey to the reader some notion of the 
enormous difficulties of the undertaking. % 

" This monument,” says Mr. Salt, “ so imposing 
in its aspect even in the mutilated state to which 
it has been reduced, has always excited the ad- 
miration of those who possessed knowledge enough 
of art to appreciate its merits; for though to.un 
untutored eye, on a first glance, there remains so 
little of the features as scarcely to give more than 
a general idea of the human head, yet, after 
repeated and accurate observation, the several 
parts may be traced with sufficient clearness 
to afford a tolerably complete idea ofdts original 
perfection. 

" The contemplative turn of the eye, the mild 
expression of the mouth, and the beautiful dispo- 
'sition of the drapery at the angle of the forehead. 
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plainly attest tfie admirable Skill of the artist 
by whom it* was executed. ,It is true that no 
very considerable share of attention is paid to 
those proportions we are accustomed to admire, 
nor does the pleasing impression which it produces 
result from any known rule adopted in its execu- 
tion ; on the contrary, the effect may be rather 
attributed to the unstudied simplicity of the con- 
ception, the breatltJi, yet high finish, of the several 
parts, and the stupendous magnitude of the 
whole. 

Such arc the sentiments with which a re- 

> ^ • » 
peated view of it has inspired me. At first, 

I confess I felt, like many other travellers, that 
the praises lavished upon it by Norden, Denon, 
and others, were exaggerated ; but the more I 
studied it, at different Jiours of the day and under 
various effects of light and shade, the more I 
became convinced of their having barely done 
justice to its merits. It must be allowed, indeed, 
tliat the drawings by both the gentlemen above- 
mentioned very faintly accord with their enco- 
miums, the performances of bo; h being of an in- 
different description ; but, after having repeatedly, 
and with little success, attempted to delineate the - 
figure myself, I must admit that the difficulties 
of the undertaking are enough to baffle the efforts 

VOL. n. H 
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of any one not professionally dedicated t(j the 
arts. , 

“ Before I proceed, I must premise that the 
general impression made upon me hy this monu- 
ment was produced hy a leisurely contemplation 
of it when laid open to its base, with the frag- 
ments of its beard resting beneath its chin, its 
paws stretched fifty feet in advance, with the 
temple, granite tablet, and altar, spread out on a 
regular platform in its front. These interesting 
objects, which no one for ages had had an oppor- 
tunity of beholding, undoubtedly tended to exalt 
the whole monument in my estimation ; and, in 
order that I may endeavour to convey to others a 
somewhat similar feeling, I shall now proceed to 
give an account of Captain Caviglia’s discove- 
ries.” ^ 

From various reports in circulation in Egypt, it 
was understood that the French engineers, during 
their stay in that country, had made a consider- 
able excavation in front of tlie Sphinx, and that 
they had just discovered a door at the time when 
they were comiKjlled by untoward circumstances 
to suspend their operations. This 'account was 
repeatedly confirmed by the assertions of the 
Arabs, several of W'hom declared thgy had been 
present at the discovery, and said “ it led into the 
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body of the Sphinx while others affirmed that 
“ it conducted up to the , second Pyramid.” 
Though little stress could be laid upon such 
statements, yet they rendered Captain Caviglia 
very unwilling to relinquish his researches with- 
out, at least, doing everything in his power to 
ascertain the facts. 

To .this end he first began to open a deep 
trench on the left or northern side, opj)Osite the 
shoulder of the statue ; and though the sand was 
so loose that the wind drove back at night more 
than half of what he could remove in tlic day, 
yet he managed, by the aid of planks arranged so 
as to sui)f>ort the sides, to dig down to its base. 
As the trench was, however, not more than 
twenty feet across at the top, and not above 
three feet u'ide at the bottom, the situation of the 

* • m m \ 

workmen became evidently dangerous; since, if 
any large body of sand had fallen in, (and the 
planks were very weak,) it must have irrecoverably 
smothered those who were employed below ; and 
in consequence it was found necessary to abandon 
this part of the attempt. By mt. ris of this trench, 
ho’wever, the height of the statue, from the top 
of the head to the base, was ascertained; and 
it wqs also found that the external surface of 
the body was composed of irregularly sized stones, 

H 2 
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built up with much care and covered with red 
phint, with no very clear indications of the form, 
but having three protruding ledges, one below the 
other, and broad enough for a man to stand upon, 
which it is conjectured might be designed for the 
folds of the mantle or dress, and that they were 
added by the Romans. 

The result of this first operation ^not proving 
satisfactory to Caviglia, determined him to under- 
take another excavation, on a larger scale, in 
front, which w'as accordingly begun early in 
March, and continued witliout intermission till 
the end of June, by which period, with the daily 
assistance of from sixty to a hnndi’ed’labourers, 
he succeeded in laying open the whole figure to 
its base, with a clear area extending in fronts to 

more than a hundred feet, a distance to which it 

• • 

was judged necessary the excavation should be 
carried, in order to alTord space enough for the 
shelving of the sand. 

“ It is scarcely possible,” says Mr. Salt, “ for 
any person unused to operations of this kind to 
form a notion of the difficulties ,whi«^h Captain 
Caviglia had to surmount when working at t^e 
depth of the base ; for, in sitjtc of all his precau- 
tions, ,the slightest breath of wind or concussion 
set all the surrounding particles of the sand in 
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motion, so that the sloping si^es began to crumble 
away, and mass after mass to come tumbling 
down, till the whole moving surface bore no unapt 
resemblance to a cascade of water. Even when 
the sides appeared most 61*10, if the .labourers sus- 
pended their work only for an hour, they found, 
in their return, that they had the greater part of 
tlieir labour to do over again. This was particu- 
larly the case on the southern side of the right 
paw; where the whole of the people were employ- 
ed for seven days without making any sensible 
advance.” 

While his ‘laborious undertakings were still ad- 
vancing, Captain Caviglia, in consequence of his 
exertions and too constant exposure to the sun, 
was unfortunately seized with an attack of oph- 
thalmia, which compelled him to suspend his 
opc'rations, and shortly afterwards he returned to 
take charge of his sliip at Alexandria. These^ 
events, it is tp be regretted, appear to have 
arrested the prosecution of all farther discovery 
in the interesting field for inquiry \jhich had 
so recently^ been opened. Tb< physical powers 
and mental energy which had hitherto triumphed 
over ever^" obstacle •could not readily be supplied 
by any other individual, and the sands rapidly 
reassuming their empire, again swallowed up, 
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perhaps for ever, the stupendous monument which 
the enterprising spirit of one man had just rescued 
from their dominion. 

The expense incurred by all these operations 
amounted to . about eighteen thousand piastres, a 
large share of which was furnished by Mr. Salt, 
and several otlier gentlemen, on the liberal coi^ 
ditioTi that whatever antiijuities might be dis- 
covered should be left to the sole disposal of Cap- 
tain Caviglia, who, with a grateful feeling that re- 
flects credit on his character, rc(|ucsted Mr. Salt 
to forward all the remains of value to the British 
Museum, as a testimony of his attachment to the 
English nation, under the protection of whose flag 
he had sailed for several yciirs. Mr. Salt, in con- 
clusion, very Justly remarks, tliat ** tlie unexam- 
pled circumstance that these operations were car- 
.ried on by a .single individual, attended only by 
one soldier, without the slightest molestation be- 
ing offered, or un^fleasant event occurring, not- 
withstanding that numerous parties of idle sol- 
diers went every day to inspect his labours, and 
thousands of Arab.s, diu’ing part of the ^ime, were 
encamped in the neighijourhood, presents the most 
unequivocal proof of the trainjuillity notV^ reigning 
in Egypt, and does honour, at the same time, to 
the liberality of Mahomed Ali Pasha, who on 
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this occasion, as on many others, exerted himself 
to facilitate the researches carried on by Eu- 
ropeans connected with science.” 

In the peculiar circumstances in wliich I am 
placed, I have been precluded from dwelling on 
the variety of interesting remains discovered by 
Ciiviglia in the progress of his researches These 
are, to a c5*tain degree, detailed in an article in 
the Quart(^rly Keview already noticed ; • but the 
documents witli which it:^ intelligent author was 
supplied, were of an inferior descrii)tion to the 
finished memoir by Mr Salt, which, with its ac- 
companying illustrations, wdll I trust be yet laid 
before the iniblic.^ 

* Mr. Salt’s surv(‘y and drawings of thi* Pyramids, sepul- 
chral wells” and adjacent tombs, w Iiich illustrate his me- 
moir, are, I am informed by C’aptam ALingles, who had good 
opportunities of ascertaining tlie tact, remarkable for the 
extraordinary fidelity and accuracy with which they arc exe- 
cuted. — L. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Salt invites Pearce to join him in Egypt. — His Letter to 
that effect. — Pearce sets out for Egypt, — Absence of Mr. 
Salt on his arrival. — Pearce embarks on tlie Nile in search 
of his master. — Mr. Salt attacked by illness in Upper 
Egypt. — His Letter from Cairo to the Author. — Interest- 
ing Epistles to X.(Ord Mountnorris, Mrs. Morgan, and Mr. 
Hamilton, respecting Egyptian Antiquities. — Letters to 
Miss Halls and Sir Francis Darwin. 

It has hecii before mentioned, that on his 
arrival In Egypt, Mr. Salt sent a letter to Pearce 
to acquaint him with his having entered on the 
Consular Office. This letter, and a box contain- 
ing various serviceable articles, did not reach their 
destination till March 1817, when Pearce, in 
reply, informed the Consul of the death of the 
Ras Welled Selass^*, and of the dreadfi^l state of 
civil war in which that event had involved the 
province of Tigr^, and. indeed the i-whole of 
Abyssinia.* On the receipt of this intelligence, 
Mr. Salt* wrote the following letter to Pearce, 
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to invite him to join him in Egypt, with as little 
delay as possible. 


" Cairo, June 29th, 1818. 

“ Dear Pearce, 

“ I have at last the pleasure of sending back 
Hadjee Said, who has lieen waiting patiently here 
for ray despatches. On his anival I was engaged 
in a voyage in Upper Egypt (Thebes), visiting the 
interesting antiipiities that are to be found there. 
I have, since my return, not only received the 
packets sent by him, but all the others since for- 
warded, with the plants which you intended 
should come by way of Mocha, but which for- 
tunately came by the nearer route of Jidda. I 
am also glad to inform you, that I believe the 
greater part of your other papers, sent at different 
periods through Mocha, have lately made their 
ajipearance, owing, I suppose,' to its beipg known 
that I resided at Cairo. These various papers, I 
can assure you, contain all together a very curious 
Rnd interesting collection of facts. It is sur- 
prising hojy much you improve very time I hear 
from you, "ijoth in matter and writing. Your 
journals are very clear and very amusing, and 
your account of the chieftains, Ozoros, &c. very 
characteristic and true. I feel no doubt, on your 
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return, of being atile to make from them an 
excellent book, which will do you credit in the 
world, and be the means of putting some money 
in your pocket. * * * 

“ But now to the most essential point of your 
letter, that of your return. Nothing will give me 
greater pleasure than to see you in Egypt, where 
I have no doubt I can always find you employ- 
ment. You must not expect to be a gentleman ; 
but I can insure you a comfortable maintenance 
with little work, such as looking after my gar- 
den, or collecting antiques, which will be at least 
an employment for you ; and if anything happens 
to me I have left you, by will, fifty pounds a-year 
for your life and that of your wife. Bring the 
latter over by all means ; she will he useful here, 
if you can prevail on her to come. The time of 
your departure I leave entirely to you ; but before 
you quit Abyssinia, make up a good collection of 
plants at least, and do not forget any information 
that you can acquire. * » * 

“ On the way down, enquire about an ancient 
road from Hake to Zoola among tluj Hazorta. 
Shuin Hurninar told me about a stone with an 
inscription, said to be somc\vherc near Assuba, 
the place where you came down when with the 
Ras. It w'ould be of much consequence, if pos- 
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sible, to get a copy of this inscription. It would 
also be very interesting if you could visit Zoola, 
which lies on the coast near Hurtoo, opposite the 
island we called Valentia Island, as the ancient 
city of Adulis lay somewhere near that quarter, 
and some inscriptions might be found. I have 
written to the Kaimakan of Arkeeko, and have 
sent him some colFee cups, which may keep him 
in good humour ; and you may assure him that, 
if he sends you safe to Egypt, I will forward him • 
a present of a gun. Remember me kindly to 
Coffin, and send him a portion of the things I 
now consign to your care. * * * If -he thinks 
of returning home, desire him to come by way 
of Egypt, where I shall be able to give him much 
assistance in getting to England. Old Iladjee 
Said aj)pears to be a good kind of man, and I 
intrust him with a box and other things for you, 
togctlier with ninetij dollars, which I hope will 
supply your wants for the present. Your friend 
Werki also returns with him ; I do not know 
exactly what success he has jnet with. Abys- 
sinia appeafg to be in a sad state, and no hope, I 
fear, of an amendment. 

“ Rcmefnbcr me kindly to all friends who mav 
be living, for a woeful number seem dead, and 
assure themd shall always strive to serve thorn. 
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“ The Pasha h(ire talks of conquering Abys- 
sinia some day or, other; but ihsX will never do ; 
for though bad Christians, that is better than 
being Mussulmans. Continue to write whenever 
you can, though I only mention this in case of your 
not quitting the eountry immediately ; for if you 
shoidd come away the week after receiving this 
letter I shall be equally pleased to see you. I 
send you an English passport, with my seal, 
though I believe you had one before, but iii your 
troubles it may have been lost. ♦ * * When 

you come away it will lie right to bring the 
Abuna’s letters, if he should have any, for the 
j)atriarch ; and I hope that, long Ijefore this, you 
will have received the letter for him, it having 
been forwarded in October last. 

“ I am most happy to hear that your health is 
so much improved, and have no doubt it will be 
better when you have settled quietly in Egypt. 
* * * If, on your return, you should only he 

able to get to Cossier and not to Suez, you may 
easily reach me, as your passport will secure you 
anywhere in Egypt a good reception, Believe 
*me your sincere friend, 

. “ Henb!V Salt.” 

“ Mr. Nathaniel Pearce.” 
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The above letter reached Pdhrce on the 25th of 
Oetober 1818, and, with his usual promptitude 
and decision, he determined on setting out that 
very night for Egypt. Having communicated his 
intentions to his wife, who begged to accompany 
him, he set forward on his journey about an hour 
after dark, and reached Cairo on the 24th of 
January, 1819, having encountered considerable 
difficulties and perils on the route. On reaching 
Cairo, lie found, to his no small disappointment, 
that Mr. Salt was absent on an excursion to 
U])per Egypt, in coini)any with Mr. Bankes and 
several other gentlemen. He at first experienced 
.some slight difficulty in gaining admission into 
the Consular House, from his not being able to 
make himself understood, as well as from his 
strange and uncouth api>carance ; fortunately for 
him, however, Mr. Jowett and Mr. Fuller were 
at the time residing in the house, by w hom he 
was received with kindness. He had no sooner 
got comfortably settled than he began to feel im- 
patient in the absence of his master (as he always 
termed MrJSalt), and determine,- at all events, to 
proceed up the Nile in search of him. This plan, ■ 
however, ik would npt have been easy for him to 
have put in execution, had it not been for the 
kind offer of Mr, Jowett to give him a passage in 
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a canja which the ’former had hired to transport 
him up the Nile in the course of a few days. 

Pearce had now great difficulty in persuading 

his wife (and a young Abyssinian girl, named 

Cullum, wlio had accompanied tlicm in their 

journey,) to remain behind at Cairo, from the 

apprehension of being sold for slaves, or, at least, 

of being forced to eat meat that had been touched 

by Mahometans ; but at length they were prevailed 

on to stay among the female servants of the house, 

and he set off with Mr. Jowett on the 6th of Fe- 
* 

bruary. On their way, at a place called Aszarla, 
they met Mr. and Mrs. Belzoni coming down the 
Nile with the sarcophagus and other antiquities ; 
their boat was immediately hailed by Mr. Jowett, 
and he and Pearce went on board. As soon as 
Mr. and Mrs. Belzoni learned the name of the 
latter, they treated him with the utmost attention 
and kindness. 

Resuming his voyage with Mr. Jowett, he ar- 
rived at Esn^ on the 28th. With the mention of 
this place his journal abruptly concludes, and it is 
a little remarkable, perhaps, that in none of the 
letters or papers which have been placed in iny 
hands, have I been able to find the slightest allu- 
sion to the time or place of his meeting with Mr. 
Salt. Probably it must have occurred in the course 
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of the passage, as Mr. Salt/ soon after his ar- 
rival in Upper Egypt, was attacked by one of the 
dreadful fits of illness to which he was subject, 
and was forced to return without delay to Cairo ; 
none of Ids companions, as I have been informed 
by one of the party, over expecting to see him again 
alive. Contrary, however, to their foreIy)dings, 
he recovered his healtli, after a severe struggle, in 
the course of some months ; but it is evident from 
some of the following letters to different friends in 
England, that he himself imagined, at this period, 
that his dissolution was fast approaching. 

Cairo, INIay 7tli, 18 J 9. 

‘‘ My DEAR Halls, 

I have great pleasure in introducing to your 
acquaintance iiiy friend Mr. Briggs, who has long 
been at the head of the first mercantile establish- 
ment in Egypt. He is a gentleman of sound 
principles and highly liberal feelings, which I have 
had ainj)le oi)portunities of knowing, from his 
‘having resided a good deal with me since I have 
been in tlijs country. He has *. >i many acquaint- 
aflee in London, and being a bachelor would, I 
am sure, Jiave great pleasure in partaking occa- 
sionally of the good cheer which your snug table 
affords. You will learn from him more about me 



112 


THE LIFE OF 


and my proceeding^ than you could from an hun- 
dred letters.'l' » * * j -have great sins to an- 

swer for, with respect to your sisters, for whose 
kind and interesting letters I have been sharae- 
fulfy ungrateful, that is, in so far as not writing 
in return can be proof of ingratitude, for otlier- 
wise I*am deeply sensible of the obligation 

For the last seven months, however, I have 
been travelling in Upper Egypt and Nul)ia, and 
latterly, for three months, have been seriously ill 
with a violent complaint that had well nigh car- 
ried me to the grave. I had, to confess the truth, 
serious thoughts, for some time, that my end was 
approac‘’tng ; but, thank God, am now nearly re- 
covered, which I chiefly owe to the adoption of 
flannel and ^o the meeting with a few bottles of 
good old port, which has brought me round again, 
and given me a prosspect, at some distant timCTof 
seeing once again my friends in England. Among 
these you and your fam^y rank first, for I promise 
myself more happiness at your fireside than any- 
where else in England, Tlie want of society in 

t I regret that I never had an opportunity 0^ seeing the 
above gentleman. The letter reached me by the post, 
and he never called at my house. 1 made many enquiries 
after him, but learned that lie resided chiefly out of town, 
1 think at Mitcham. 1 was twice invited, by a common 
friend, to meet him at dinner, but he was iipable to attend, 
and he left England for Egypt not long ^afterwards. — E. 
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Egypt, arid the living pretjty^ much aloii'e, or 
with- those I care -nothing about, have rendered 
me a complete philosopher, not of the “ Rousseau 
school” as you may tell AJiss Mary, but of that 
temperate sort of philosqpby which makes me 
enjoy tilings as tliey come, with little regard to 
. the future. « * * 

The Quarterly Review' has at length, I see, 
done me justice w ith respect to our late Kgyjitian 
discoveries. I have, in iny last journey, added much 
to my collection of drawings ; having fagged hard, 
and li^vving had the assistance of Mr. Beechoy and 
a young man of the name of Linant, who draws 
well and faithfully. * * * Hcally ' ere are 

temples in Egypt that give a stupendous idea of 
this singular people ; hut above all there is a 
gateway, or triumphal arch, as it might he. called, 
at Thebes, which surpasses any thing that exists, 
or ever did exist of the kind. It would he ad- 
jtiirahly calculated for a monument of \’^ictory, and 
representations oi’ battles in bas-reliefs miglit he 
•substituted for the figures making olTerings to the 
gods, which embellish, the tw fronts. — Pi-ay re- 
n/femher md most kindly to your sisters, to all of 
wdiom I \vill soon write, as well as to your brother. 

“ Your’s, &c. 

« To J. .7. Halls, Esq." H. Salt.” 


VOL. 11. 
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FROM THE SAME TO WILLIAM HAMILTON, ESQ. 

“ Cairo, May 4th, 1819. 

" Mr DEAR Sir, 

“ I take the liberty of introducing to you ray 
friend Mr. Briggs, who was sharer with Caviglia 
and rae in tlie work of the Pyramids. His long 
residence in Egy])t, and great knowdcdge of the 
country, will enable him to give you any informa- 
tion you may wish to have respecting our affairs ; 
and his great liberality of character, and anxiety 
to promote knowledge, will be the strongest re- 
commendation I can give him to your notice. I 
have sertj by him a very interesting piece of anti- 
quity to England, which goes as a present from 
the Pasha to Sir Sydney Smith. It is a plate of 
gold, inscribed with a dedication to Osiris of the 
great temjde at Canopus by one of the Ptolemies ; 
it was found over the side column of the gateway, 
between two singular pieces of coloured earthen- 
ware. If he should not have delivered it before 
he gets to England, he wdll, I am sure, have a 
pleasure in showing it to you. 

" I have not yet received the last Quarterly 
Review ; but I am in hopes, from the list of con- 
tents which I have met with in a newspaper, that 
they have complied with the wish l^^xprc^sed in 



HENRY SAL;r. 


115 


a letter to them, and done ‘justice to Caviglia. 
Belzoni has, I observe, made himself very con- 
spicuous by taking to himself all the merit of the 
late discoveries. A great deal is undoubtedly" 
due to him ; but all this will find its proper level. 
* * * There has been lately a grand fracas 

between him and Drovetti’s agents, the former 
having been attacked by them at Karnac, with 
an intent, as he has declared in an affidavit, to 
take away his life. He wi’ote to me officially on 
the matter, and I ordered affidavits to be taken 
and laid before the French Consul-General. This 
has put Drovetti in a raging passion, he being in 
some degree implicated in the cause. When the 
affair is terminated I will forward you a copy of 
the whole proceedings. It is not very likely that 
Belzoni will get much redress here, as Consular 
Courts are bad tribunals for criminal cases ; but a 
publication of the proceedings may amply revenge 
him on the perpetrators of this oiitrage. 

“ Mr. Briggs will communicate to you a plan 
he has thought of, to get ho^e the obelisk that 
was once vady for embarkaSo:' As far as get- 
ting the Pasha’s consent, I think I could manage 
that. Thff expense rf)therwise would be no great 
matter, if an old ship were given by government, 
and might, I should think, be easily raised by 
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private subscription'. Pray give the matter your 
consideration. * * * j §00 yo^ have been 

getting on very fast in explaining the liierogly- 
phics, if faith is to be jmt in the vocabulary of 
Dr. \'oui)g. One fact he will have a jjleasure in 
learning; at Dekki, in Nubia, tliere is an inscrip- 
tion of the Pt(»leinies, over the iwincipal entrance, 
which occupies a j>lace evidently connected with 
the architecture, and on each side of this is a 
tal)le of hieroglyphics, nearly similar one to the 
other. Now it struck me, on the spot, that these 
being nearly of the same length as the Greek 
tablet, might possiblj contain a translation ; I 
therefore referred to a letter in Mr. Bankes’s 
j)Ossession, containing some fifty explanations 
of hieroglyjdiics from Dr. ^"oung, and was 
certainly gratified to find that in tlie oval, con- 
spicuous on each side, was tlu' name of the “ im- 
mortal Ptolemy,” and iinnuHliately alterwards the 
name of Hermes on one side, and of Isis on the 
other, to whom, from numerous Greek inscrip- 
tions, &c. &c. it is certain the temple w'as de- 
dicated. 

“ In following up this idea I found, in other 
parts of the temiile, the name of Ptolemy, with- 
out- the “ immortal,” over offering figures ; and 
also those hieroglyphics .which the Doctor sup- 
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poses to represent the nainesiof Osiris, Isis, and 
Ilorus, as well as Hermes, over their respective 
figures invariably, I may say, throughout the nu- 
merous representations on the walls. If this should 
be thought to afford sufficient proof of tlie hiero- 
glyphics in question, signifying Ptolemy, then tlie 
number of temples, built before their dynasty 
reigned, will be reduced to a very few' in number, 
and Edfou, Esne, Uendera, andPhiloc, Ernaut, &c. 
will all fall into the Ptolemaic period.* I rather 
think you have all along suspected this. 

Notwithstanding this confirmation, how’^ever, 
of })art of Doctor Young’s system, I wdsh he W'ould 
be somewhat more cautious in his advances. A 
specific reason should be given for every step, and 
even his own doubts should be communicated 
bona fide as well as his conjectures^ otherwise the 
world will rank his works wdth those of Palin and 
Kircher. All the drawings made to illustrate the 
above observations will be sent home with Mr. - 
Bankes. I have just time to notice a few of our 
more valuable discoveries this voyage. A corn- 
I)lete plan^of a garden and com try-house, repre- 
sented to be on the Banks of the Nile : found by 

■* “ There* seems to btf no better proof of great antiquity 
than the representation of chariots and battle scenes, which 
appear to be peculiar to the more remote ages. 
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me in a private tomb at Thebes. A discovery by 
Mr. llankes that the city, as you term it, on the 
walls of the Memnonium and at Luxor, is a camp, 
the walls of which are made with soldier’s shields : 
this he has clearly made out. The representation 
of a bat, at Beni Hassan, found by Mr. Bankes. 
An inscription found by me at Kalapschc, set up 
by (iaaiXuTxos chief of the NovoaSwi', who is, 

no doubt, the same ])ei*son to whom Dioclesian 
made over the war against the Blemmyes, as 
recorded by Procopius. Another inscription, in 
the time of Psammitichus, spelt in the inseription 
TAMMATIXOI (in the dative), on the leg of 
one of the Colossi at Ipsambul, which appears to 
have been engraven when the temple was already 
incumbered with sand ; — and anotlier in the time 
of Psaininitus, or, as I conceive, Psanmiis, with 
many names written by the elephant and bird 
hunters employed by the Ptolemies. I'hc in- 
scription in Psammcticus’s time is peculiarly va- 
luable on this temple, as it contains the finest 
specimens both of design, painting, and sculpture, 
now existing, either in Nubia or Egypt. 

“ We stayed a month there excavating at ’our 
joint expense, and were well^rewardcd*by the dis- 
covery and the drawings we have brought away. 
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We opened also the intericgr chambers of the 
temple at Seboa, which had escaped all other 
travellers, and discovered there some of the sacred 
boats, with their colours entire, which was a desi- 
deratum. Perhaps I mention what I may have 
communicated in formed lett^,i)ut my late severe 
illness makes me forget what I wrote. I fear 
Dr. Young is rather offended at me, but it is 
without reason ; I did not write to him, because 
I had nothing satisfactory to communicate. With 
respect to the other fragments of the Rosetta 
stone, 1 took great pains, and went to some ex- 
pense, in searching for them ; but found notliing 
of the kind, neither at the house of the Institute, 
Fort Julian, nor in the neighbourhood of Tiran6, 
where there was said to be a stone with mixed 
characters on it. 

“ I should wish to be a subscriber to your new 
society for the hieroglyphics, and will endeavour 
to assist you. Your first step should be to have 
a complete and well-drawn set of hieroglyphics, 
which I think I could get done for you at no 
great ex])ensc. 1 also thin^ v should resolve 
not to publish any thing that has heretofore been 
done, as. I never ^ yet have seen one tablet of 
hieroglyphics accurately copied, except a few in the 
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French work. TJierc are many other suggestions 
I could make if I had all you have done. * * * 
“ Your obliged and faithfid, 

Henry Salt.” 

“ To William Hamilton, Esq.” 

PROM THE SAAIE TO THE IwVRL Ol' MOIINTNORRIS. 

“ Cairo, May 7tli, 1819. 

My dear Lord, 

“ This letter is forwarded home by my friend 
Mr. llriggs, and is merely written to acknowledge 
your last kind and obliging letter, wliich afforded 
me great i)leasurc. * * * '\'ou will hear with 

jilcasure tliat I’oarcc has safely arrived, well in 
health, but sadly disfigured, ])oor fellow ! by his 
disease. * * ^ I am just returned from Xubia, 
whei'C I had a delightful expedition with Mi’. 
Hankes, but was unfortunately so ill during the 
latter part of it as to have serious thoughts of 
another world, which, however, as you know, 
never alarms me. It is well to play a respectable 
part in life, but whether that part extend to 
a third, foui'th, or fifi^i act, it little matters. 

.. I cannot conclude without telling you that 
Mr. Bankes and I have discovered, on 'the leg of 
onp of the colossi in front of the temple of Ipsam- 
a Groek inscription written in the time of 
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Psamnieticus : it is not in itself interesting, but is 
very valuable as it sliows at least that the temple 
must have been built before that remote period. 
On the same statue are the names of the elephant 
and ostrich huftters sent up by tlie Ptolemies ; and 
on another colossus is a short inscription, whicli 
we think to be of the time of Psammis, then call- 
ed Fuamnicticus, uho died in an cx])cdition in 
Nubia. * * * I can send nothing at j)rescnt, on 
account of the ])laguc, being sluit iij) in strict qua- 
rantine, whicli, liowevcr, I rather prefer to being 
at large in Cairo. 

“ Yours most truly, 

n. Salt.” 

I'llOM TJIK SAME TO MRS. MORCA.V. 

‘‘ Cairo, .May 1819. 

“ My dear JJ];ssy, 

“ After writing my last in October, to which 
I have received no answer, I set out with Mr. 
Bankes and the Baron Sack, chamberlain to the 
King of Prussia, who came hero strongly recom- 
mended tp» me by Goverumeni . We had each a 
separate boat, and one in common for cooking 
and the sorvauts. Resides ourselves, Mr. B^hey,' 
my secretary, a Mr. Ricci, a medical man, whft, 
both draw well, and a young French gentleman. 
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Monsieur Linant, whom J engaged as an artist, 
were of our party. As our objects were the same, 

I 

to examine the antiquities and make sketches of 
them, nothing could agree better nor iirove more 
agreeable. We stayed at each ruifi from three to 
ten days, and at one, which is the most interesting 
in Nubia, the Temple of Ipsarnbul, upwards of a 
month. 

“ During this time we were not only engaged 
in taking drawings of these magnificent remains, 
but we also cleared one of the colossi in front of 
the sand down to its base, w'hen we found it, 
though sitting, to measure sixty-two feet in 
height: you may easily, therefore, conceive how 
grand the whole excavation must have been when 
first completed, as there are no less than four 
of these immense figures in front. This is the 
temple that was opened for me two years ago. 
Its inside is perhaps more interesting than its 
exterior, containing a splendid suite of a2)art- 
ments, the walls of which are painted with histo- 
rical designs in the most brilliant colours. Among 
the rest, a hero returning from battle, in his 
chariot, larger than life; tlie horses 2 )roudly 
marching, and dressed in the gayest .trappings, 
that seem to have been made of the finest green 
leather, intermixed with stripes of leo])ards’ skins, 
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their foreheads adorned with plumes of feathers, 
set on a sort of crest formed of four busts of lions 
gilt ; the reins, check-rein, h*pod-winkers, tassels 
to keej) off the flies, exactly the same as those 
now in use, but ornamented in the most costly 
style; the body-cloth striped longitudinally, and 
of the gaudiest colours, with silk tassels ; and the 
chariot itself one of tiie most elegant and highly- 
finished pieces of work that can be well imagined, 
inlaid, as it would ai)j)ear by the colouring, with 
ebony, gold, and ivory ; tlie wheels light, and of 
bronze externally, being as well fitted together, 
with only four spokes, as the renowned Mr. 
Holmes himself could have constructed. 

“ I must not omit to mention that the hero 
who drives holds the reins in the most fashion- 
able — that is to say, the most easy and natural 
way imaginable, and has, besides, all the gallant 
demeanour of a sovereign. In front of him are 
seen the unfortunate prisoners, tied barbarously 
together and dragged along by the soldiery, who 
carry their bows and arrows in their hands, and 
their sanc|pls on their left arm Some of the pri- 
S&ncrs are* brown, probably Nubians, and some 
negroes, jvhose countenances strongly express sul- 
len stubbornness, agony, and even a desire of re- 
venge. All these are executed in the first style of 
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Egyptian art, bcin^ first sculptured on the walls 
and then painted. -» •*** From this ex- 
cursion I was obliged to return in March last, 
owing to business at Cjxiro and a violent attack 
of illness, wdiich much reduced me, and made it 
absolutely necessaiy for me to change the air. 

“ I have siiic{', thank God ! nearly I’ecovercd, 
but ajn now shut up in quarantine, on account of 
the plague, which has this year committed con- 
sidcrablo ravage throughout tlie country. In our 
quarantine, however, th'TC is nothing very unplea- 
sant, now that I have a large house and a garden : 
the hatter, it is true, is small, but is filled with 
shady trees that render it, morning and evening, 
a delightful retreat. I have in rny house, also, an 
agreeable society, consisting of the Baron Sack, 
Mr. Fuller, and the Uev. Mr. Jowett, who will, 
however, shortly take his departure for Syria, by 
which time I exiicct that Mr. Bankes and Mr. 
Beechey, whom I left in the upper provinces, 
wall be coming down. 

“ Of all the men I have ever met with, I consider 
the former as being gifted with the most extraordi- 
nary talents ; born to family and fortune, he has 
dedicated his whole time to learning and the ar^, 
possessing a fund of anecdote and good humour. 
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which renders his society the .most agreeable and 
entertaining that can be conceived. 

“ I send a letter for the Dean by this convey- 
ance ; you know perfectly well my high esteem, 
for him and the amiable members of his family. 
* * * I get the Lichfield papers very regularly, 
and see all your news ; but I do not think much 
change has taken plaee, except lliat there appears 
a little more sj)irit in the gay world in your balls 
and your concerts ; your races, too, seem to go off 
with greater eclat, and your play-house to fill 
better than it used to do. I think you owe much 
obligation, (we, I should say, for I am a true 
Liciifieldian,) to the editor of the paper, who takes 
a commendable jiridc in bringing forward every- 
thing which can redound to the credit of the old . 
and beloved city. Remember me kindly to Jane 
and to Mr. Morgan, and believe me to be, my 
dear sister, 

“ Most affectionately yours, 

II. Salt.-’ 

" P.S. ^Kindest remembranc* to all Lichfield 

• ^ 

friends. I should like much to S2)end the three 
next months, whick will be burning hot here, at ' 
Lichfield. Pray let me hear from you soon, and 
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from Jane too — a little gypsy, I suppose she has 
forgotten me.” 

’ FROM THE SAME TO MISS HALLS. 

« Cairo, May 22nd, 1819. 

“ Dear Mary, 

“ Though it is a long time since I wrote to 
you, owing to my having been engaged in a 
journey thi’ough the U2)pcr country, yet J hope 
you feel assured that my silence has not proceeded 
from any diminution of affection towards my best 
friends. I am often present with you, as St. Paul 
says, in sph'it, and delight in imagining myself a 
member of your fireside coteries in Marlborough 
Street, witli John just descending from his paint- 
ing-room to humanise, Elizabeth brightening into 
a smile, and you yourself, though rather grave 
before dinner, gradually taking an interest in the 
conversation, and enlightening it witli your keen 
remarks; while Brother Tom, as the cloth is 
just .taken away, comes in rather warm, and pro- 
testing he did not think it had been so late. 
Sometimes, too, I sujipose your partV enlivened 
with the presence of old Rose* and Sam,^ and 

■* Tlie late Thomas Rose, Esq. of the Coldstream regi- 
ment of guards. 

' .si S. D. Broughton, Esq., of the 2nd Life Guards. 
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occasionally graced with the ^society of the fair 
lady from Bedford Square and her agreeable 
spouse, with the delightful addition of a little 
infantile music from the adjacent chamber; and 
I cannot help fancying I hear you sometimes say, 
‘ Now we want nothing but the Bad Shilling to 
make our party complete.’ 

“ Such delights as these, which after all form 
the chief charm of existence, are utterly uiil^nown 
in this blessed land, where neither morning nor 
evening is ever ushered in with the glad counte- 
nance of a friend, but all is outward courtesy, too 
generally and too justly mingled with contempt 
for one’s company. At present, however, the 
plague keeps out a great number of our * ene- 
mies,’ for that designation tldll much better suit 
the generality of our acquaintance than that of 
friends. 

“ By the by, to change an unpleasant subject, 
I hope you have been interested by the article on 
Egypt in the last Quarterly Review. It will 
have the effect, I tnist, of putting our dis- 
coveries in a. proper light, and -i rendering jus- 
tice to my worthy friend Caviglia; it also sets 
Mr. Belzoni’s too exalted pretensions in their true 
light, and has given a very wholesome rebuke to 
the boasting vanity of our neighbours at Paris. 
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Pray remember me kindly to all 
friends. Believe me to be, with great sincerity, 

r 

“ Your affectionate friend 

And uncle, (I had almost forgot,) 
H. Salt.” 

“ To Miss Halls.” 

“ P.S. Sam Broughton has lately roused himself, 
and given me a delightful epistle, full of old sau's 
as usual, and pei’sonilying everything he touches 
upon.” 

FROM HENRY SALT, E.SQ. TO MRS. H N. 

‘‘Cairo, October IDtb, J818. 

“ My dear Mrs, II — n. 

“ Your letter, wdiich arrived only a short 
time ago, gave me aMegree of pletosurc I cannot 
pretend to describe, as it brought you full before 
me, with your little family, your little comforts, 
and your occupations, so as to make me often 
feel, since its perusal, as if present wdth your 
party, witnessing the agreealde scene of domestic 
harmony, and making myself ha’ppy in so rare 
and blessed a sight. That there should have 
been found any man who could have wilJuUy 
rendered you unhappy I can - scarcely beljeve ; 
;hut there are thousands who, by their perversity 
temj)er, or irregularity of conduct, would have 
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made you, who are not born for contention, ^i^oii^ 
•pletely miserable. It is ther,efore a great piece 
of good fortune that you have met with one in 
every way so well calculated to insure your peace 
of mind, and with that you may safely laugh at 
the world an " aJl its pett*' itrarieties, that is 
to say, possessing the one thing needful, a 

moderate incnie, sufficient to provide for the 
^ boiling of the pot' I am glad to hear that 
the dear little girl, your first-born, is not a beauty; 
let Iier be interesting, and of as sweet a disposi- 
tion as her mother, and she will have to boast 
two qualities more precious than pretty features, 
or a regular nose ; though I confess,* for the last 
article, I should have been glad to hear that it 
hfid jiroved a little mure beautiful in its propor- 
tions. Reiiiemher, however, that by pinching you 
may elongate it ; by making the child sleep on its 
face you may snub it, if I may be permitted to 
use so elegant an expression, and if it be tioisted 
on either side, you may, by teaching it tlie ami- 
able habit of pushing it on one ^^ide, with its little 
hapds, left?*^)r right as occasion may require, in 
some degree correct nature. Now, had it been a 
squinting eye, or a mouth awryy or one leg shorter 
than the other, the remedy might not be so im- 
mediately at han^. Grace a Dieu that the little 

VOL. II. K 
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miss, the pride of (her house, is exempt from all 
such serious calamities. Of your next I long to^ 
have an account, and hope sincerely it may prove 
* a boy. I feel much delighted, I assure you, with 
your tliinking of me as a godfather on a future 
occasion, and liope you will let the young stranger 
be named Henry if a l)oy, or Katharine if a girl, 
a name, on several accounts, very dear to me 
from recollections of a sister, and another person 
long dead. * * * * 

“ As to my return to England, the period aj)- 
pears to me every day more remote. Since the 
settlement of the Ionian Islands I have had so 
much business tliat I coidd not. with jiropricty, i)e 
long aliscnt fi’om my ])ost. 'J’hank God, during 
the last summer my health has been so good that 
I feel more reconciled to the country ; for, taking 
out of consideration June, July and August, 
nothing can be finer than the climate which we 
enjoy. By tiie by, Ijefore I proceed farther, I 
must, in return for the notice of your little one, 
inform you of a surprising wonder which has 
lately occurred in Egj'^pt : nothing leSc than the 
appearance of an hippopotamus, which was killed 
in the neighbourhood of Damietta. Ii measured 
eleven feet odd, and when aUve was as plump, 
and smooth, and round, aa^a little O^, and mu^ 
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of the same shape too, I mean a real little grun- 
Jtei\ and not very different in colour either, stand- 
ing not above four feet high, on stumpy legs, that 
move like those great battering machines, which 
you sometimes see the paviors use in the well- 
organised streets of the metropolis. We have 
also been astonislied this year with an extraor- 
dinary iniflidation of the Nile, which has carried 
away wliole villages, and destroyed the crop of 
Indian corn, 

“ I went the other day to the Pyramids in a 
boat, over fields that had been lately (‘ultivated ; 
and as we ])asse(l the villages it was truly distress- 
ing to hear the cries of the inhal)itants calling out 
for assistance, not being able to move their house- 
hold furniture for want of boats, while the date- 
trees stood like hkhLs with their tojis out of the 
water, casting with every breath of wind their 
ripe fruit to the waves. 

You cannot conceive the pleasure I enjoy in 
visiting and sketching the noble rernafts of an- 
tuiuity which abound in Eg^p^ By carrying 
one’;s mind Sack to periods so remote, it seems to 
lengthen out our own existence. 1 have now in- 
deed becoine so well ‘acquainted with its ancient 
inhabitants, their usages, jand^customs, that when 
I return to EuroHf, I nt>t be «ble to consider 
"k 2 - 
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the whole scene as “otherwise than a modern pan- 
toinime. * Better this/ your sister will say, ‘ than* 
live among mummies.’ 

Your news, respecting our old acquaintances, 
was not very different from what I expected. 

As far as regards the C cs it gave me sincere 

satisfaction, as nothing in tliis w'^orld can supply 
the place of those who have been valued by us in 
our youth — it is one of the strongest ties by 
which mankind are linked together. Of so many 
who begin tlie same course, so few survive, that 
we become more and more necessary to each 
other’s happiness, as there is no one among our 
newer associates with whom we can call up the 
thousand agreeable circumstances that must always 
be connected with our early days. Pray remem- 
ber me most kindly to your husband, whose ac- 
quaintance I shall have great pleasure in renewing, 
and believe me to remain 

'\'our affectionate friend, 

Henkv Salt.” 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME, INCLpfED IN THE 
PREtPEDINO. 

^ Cairo, JViay 22, 1819. 

" Such was the leUer which I wrote to you 
before my departure ^ tapper E^pt, but the 
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original being too bad a scrawl to send, I took 
it with me to copy and forward by the first packet* 
sent down. Somehow or other, as always happens 
with procrastinating people, this moment never 
arrived, and so I came back without having done 
what I had intended; full of shame, as I now in- 
genuously confess my^lf, for my fault, and hoping 
that 3 ou ^'ill in your goodness pardon the same, 
on my promising never to sin in the like manner 
ail} more ; hut 30U have the best security imagin- 
able for ni}' futiu'e good beha\iour, as I have al- 
I'cad}' been se^clel3' punished in not having re- 
ceived, as I might have done before this, another 
letter fiom 3’ou. 

“ ’’riic first part of my journi'y was most de- 
lightful, the party consisting only ol vcr}’^ pleusanl 
and agfuuble ptopk . Mr. Ilankes, a traveller 
who has much distinguished himself by his re- 
searches in Syria; JJaron Sack, an old Prussian 
nobleman, fond of natural history ; Mr. Beechey ; 
Mr. Ricci, a young surgeon ; Mr. Linant, an 
aitist, whom I had engaged to accompany me, 
and mpselfe Mr. Bankes is c ’ e of the most 
delightful companic^ I ever met with, high- 
bred, well* informed* and^ possessing an inex- 
haustible fund of huiuQur; the Baron Sack fiaU 
of little anecdotes, Halls ^deUg^ts in. 
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of armadilloes, flajmingoes, mice, and ,mon- 
.strous snakes, which he hid collected in the 
course of*« long residence at Surinam ; withal 
very credulous, and permitting himself to have a 
'k goose’s egg' foisted upon him for a crocodile’s, 
yet infinitely amusing and good-humoured ; the 
third, a traveller, still fond of gibes and merri- 
ment, and now and then, when conversation 
slacked, introducing an Ahyssmian story to while 
away the hour ; while the seco/idart/ planets 
were content to shine in their respective spheres, 
and looked up with all due deference to the more 
brilliant luminaries. All but the baron, who 
was chiefly engaged in killing frogs, snakes, 
beetles, and such like game, w('ie enthusiastically 
fond of the arts, and really vied with each other 
who should produce the best sketches; being 
generally occupied hard at it, which .John will 
explain, from nine o’clock in the morning till 
dark. 

“ But such is the infinite variety of matter 
to be found at all the piincipal hiins, that our 
curiosity was never sated^ and almost every day 
brought us a new discove^ Now it was the 
plan of a garden, painted .without persiiective, 
'-but showing all the !trees, . flowers, vine- 

ya)ii|^<p)d even i^ittle^llxmds, that delighted us. 
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Then a processio^ cdining from the interior of 
Africa, with leopards, lions» cameie^ards, and 
blue monkeys sitting on their hackly that were 
led by negroes, bearing on their shoulders ele- 
phants’ teeth and sandal wood, that enchante# 
us ; and at other times we were seen running after 
the representation of a chase, executed with un- 
wonted spirit ; a set of dancers, playing on the 
tambourine, flute, and harp : a couple of leanied 
clerks, with their i)en& behind their ear ; or 
IH*rhaj)s the less important designs of some cu- 
rious species of dog, deer, tortoise, or bat. 

“ Such w ere our occupations from October to 
February ; moving, from teinj)le to temple as in- 
clination jirompted us; living during the whole 
time oil board our boats, in a Jrugal way, as ne- 
cessity, in Nubia at least, compelled us, and in 
the enjoyment of one of the hncst climates the 
world can boast. About the middle of February 
however, from some accidental cause, my health 
began to fail, and early in March I was obliged 


to quit the party and return to ^’airo. Though 
I .suffered* jnuch in this last illness, I am glad 


to say my health is now perfectly re-establish<^< 
The plague, however, raging in Cairo, 
at present shut up in strict qwranjtjine, 
punishment is pot very si^iqud^ 
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house, and a pleasaijit garden, and full occupation 
■for the summer. I^ray remeraSier me'^st kindly 
to your husband, John, Tom, and your sisters; 
and with heartfelt wishes for your’ continued 
‘^appiness, believe me, 

** Youf very, affectionate friend, 

HiiNiiY Salt.” 


rROM THE SAME TO SIR FRANCIS DARWIN. 


“ Cairo, June :Jnd, 1819. 

“ My DEAR Sir. 

“ I am (jiiite asliamed that I should not 
have been able to send you, before this, the cro- 
codile and other things which I promised, but 
the truth is, that I had procured you a noble 
specimen of the former at 'I'hclies, stuffed and 
ready prepared, when it was attacked by the 
vultures, which comiiletely destroyed it, having 
eat away the tail and all the soft jiart of the belly 
and legs. You must not however despSir ; I have 
given orders for another, and expect it soon 
down, when ! will pack it up, with a few mura- 
anles of^ animals, &c. for your museuih. I a»n 
'^uly Sorry to hear that you have entertained 


tof quitting our beloved city ; surely 
^l^^|vill ' nowhere find a better society, or truer 
^jBra^s-'^than at lilc^fidd. I wish my lot had 
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been^iike ^our owji, to enjoy ^ quiet home in one' 
of the mosl^elightdlfl places on the ^arth, endear- 
ed to me by so many eurly recollections. I some- 
times feel afraid of the Swiss nnalady, when my 
thoughts forcibly recur to the * happy valley,’| 
for certainly it deserves more that appellation 
than any spot in the country where Johnson 
has laid the scene of his Rasselas. 

** You will he glad to hear that my proteg6 
Pearce has returned safe from Abyssinia with 
his spouse, who are now residing together with 
me at Cairo. He lias completely adopted the 
character of a feudal follower — whatever I com- 
maud he is ready to execute ; but nothing can 
induce him to express a wish of his own, his 
only answer to any projiosition made by the 
travellers here, being, ‘ If Mr. Salt wishes it, 
well and good ; if not, I can’t think of it,’ or 
some such downright phrase. 

" The journals and observations he has col- 
lected form a very interesting mass of materials 
for a vcduine on Abyssinia ; and 1 jnirpose, at my 
leJsjire, givifig it the necessary an angement, with .=^ 


a determination, however, of sticking as closdtj^ 
possible ndl only to 'his matter but to 
whi<gh is astonishingly clear, nervous, an^ qg 
* At this moment I write to yoU' 


* * « 
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quarantine, the p^gue having spi*ead this year 
over a great part of Egypt, though not with much 
malignity, one^third of those attacked having, I 
think, escaped. 

** The confinement has been rather irksome, 
but is expected soon to end, when SI. John shall 
shower down his heavenly dew over the city. 
This annual miracle, which seems well attested 
and universally believed,' can only be attributed 
to the intenseness of the heat, which invariably 
sets in about the middle of June ; so that it is 
only getting rid of one plague for another, nothing 
being more oppressive than the latter end of June, 
as well as the months of July and August. Alex- 
andria, Rosetta, and Daniictta, are not blessed 
with the same assuaging influence, which may be 
omng to the proximity of the sea and the conse- 
quent moisture of the atmosphere. 

“ The chief amusement of my neighbours dur- 
ing the quarantine is in flying kites from thje 
terra^ps of their liouscs, in which diver^l^ they 
particularly excell, especially one Greek Viiot ‘far 
from me, who sends up three kites, oiiellbove the 
otherj attached to the same string, whim^^enabl^ 
the; third, or more distant oae, to soar ah almost 
inconceivable height — as high as the flight of 4he 
e^le above his competitors. Another facetious 
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gentleman sends up every evening a dancing 
puppet of the size of a man,, which cuts a thou- 
sand capers in the air, and sometimes even prac- 
tises a somerset, to the great delight of the^ad- 
miring spectators. You, who know somet^l^'^ of 
the Levantine character, may easily conceive how 
difficult they must find it to pass the time When 
debarred from the dear delights of visiting, gossip- 
ing, and scandal ; for, luckily, so few can write, 
that they cannot, as in England, pour forth their 
venom through the pen. 

“ Rememher me most kindly to all our friends, 
and believe me Most sincerely yours, 

H. Salt.” 

FROM THE SAME TO WILLIAM HAMILTON, ESQ. m 

■'M, 

“ Cairo, July 1st, 1819, . 

“ My Aar Sir, 

“ I have just received the inclosed from Mr. 
Bankes, which I forward, and request you will 
see to its delivery. Yoi^will be glad to keav that 
he has returned safe ''.*to Thebes, after having 

•A 

rC'^xaminetl every ruin on his way down, which 

,f 

hils added consideraMy to this year’s discoveries. 
Three neV chambers in the great temple at Philoe. 
The discovery of an inscription of the time of 
Ptolemy and Aijsinoe, on an altar which has been 
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built into the lower part of the wall of the long 
colonnade next the .water as a part of the materials, 
and which pi’oves the whole building posterior to 
fhat reign, and probably to their dynasty. 

**'Qa' coming down, I found, myself, an inscrip- 
tion of Ptolemy Philopater under the painting 
and plaster, but ])osterior to the sculpture on tlie 
first j)ropyloii in front of tlie great temple at 
Philoe. Mr. Jiankes has since discovered seven or 
eight of the same period that had also been hid 
by, the plaster; and one besides bearing date under 
the Ciesars, which proves the last painting, the 
colours of which arc as usual vivid, to be of a late 
date; while on the wings, or side-iuoles of the 
same propylon, we Iiave secured proofs that the 
sculpture was done after the time of Tiberius ; 
^nd, if Dr. Young be right about the names, the 
granite tablet in the court, which^as a small 
tc;mplc built over it, is not later than the Pto- 
lemies. 

“ Mr. Bankes has also found, on the little 
temple near Esne, proofs that the sculpture and 
hieroglyphics were executed in the r<Sgn of An- 
tonine, and that they were •dedicated by persons 
with Greek names. Every* new discovery, in 
fact, confirms your first supposition of the value 
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of the Greek and Latin insci;iptions, and sho^s 
plainly that the greater part pf the temples noWj^ 
standing are of late date. We have still the gra|^’ 
tihcation of knowing that this derogates ,nothin||^ 
from the great merit of the Egyptian artists, since 
the most ancient buildings which rmain are un.> 
doubtedly superior in every point of view. Our 
inscription at Ipsainbul, in the reign of Psam> 
meticus, now becomes invaluable, giving us* a 
most exact standard of the more ancient style. ’ 

“ Mr. Eankes, in addition to what we'.li^y^ 
accomplished when together, has since made^m^^ 
with a new contrivance for giving light within 
the temple, the complete historical design on the 
northern wall, in which, besides fortresses, cl)4{e 
riots, &c. he has found three horsemen mounted 
without saddles, but with regular bridles, and U;;;; 
car with a s6rt of umbrella to it. ****** ^ 
I have been fortunate enough to find a gentlemau 
who has undertaken to coj)y a most interesting 
paper of Burkhardt’s^on Egypt, which I wa* most 
unwilling to send home without retaining a dtt-.^ 
plicate: as*. soon as it is finished, I will send his 
papers. Besides this, I do not think there is any> 
thing you have not received. I will send my 
sketch or portrait of him at the same time, and . 
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some particulars collected, from various quarters, 
of his private life. “ Yours most truly, 

> H. Salt.” 

“ To William Hamilton, Esq.” 

V 

P.S. I aft truly obliged by your sending me 
the resolutions of the Raleigh Club, of which I 
shall be most happy to become a member, and 1 
enclose a check for my first subscription.” 



ll^KY SALX 


143 


CHAPTER VI. 


Pearce acts as Major Donio in Consular JFIoiise dii 
Mr. Salt’s absence. — llis estimate of tlie former’s 
vices. — Salt’s Letter to Pearce Announcing hif approlEch^ 
ing Marriage. — Some account of tli^^iosen Lady.-^"'’ 
Suddenness of’ tlie match. — Reflections".*— Salt’s iiQ|>aijred 
Constitution. — 1 1 is Wife’s unremitting tenderness^ ^d 
attention during Iiis repeated illness. — Further Lelteira 
to Pearce. — Death of Pearce. — Particulars respeSl 
his decease and burial. — Salt’s Letters to his Friends 
England respecting IVarce. — Salt applies for leftye 
absence, which is granted by Lord CasUereagh. — Lett 
on the subject from the Right Honourable CharlSs^ 
Yorke, and the I'3arl of IVForton, to Lord Mountndfris. 

On the amval of Mi’. Salt at Cairo after his 

return from hiii ‘ expedition into Nubia, Pearce. 

and his family became domiciliated in the Con- 
' ^ ^ 
sular House. In tlie occasional absence of th 


Consul, he appears to have acte^^ as a species 6P 
superintendent, or major domo^ in the establi|6-^ 
ment, and in that capacity seems to have dis-. 

i, ■' •■V ^ ^ 4 , " V * 

charged th& duties of his office with the scrupu-* 
Ic^s fidelity of a disinterested servant and an." 
attached and pjrateful friend. The following"^ 
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letter to him from ^ Mr. ^alt shows the favoural)le 
opinion the latter fntprtained of his man^ehient, 
and the confidence' he reposed in him when 
" absent. 

. Alexandria, Sept. 1st, 1819. 

“ Dear Pearce, 

“ I have had such an attack of ophthalmia, that 
'I am not able to write myself, and have therefore 
. requested Mr. Beochey to be iny amanuensis on 
this occasion. I arn sorry that you did not apply 
to Mr. Walinass for money, as I mentioned to you 
in my last, and tliat in consequence you have 
been put to some inconvenience, but hope this Lt- 
ter will arrive in time to set all to rights. I send ' 
you inclosed a draft for a thousand piastres, which 
you can take iij), as circumstances may ^require, 
from Mr. Walmass. I suppose, hy your having 
reduced yourself to throe, and evtn to two piastres 
a daijy that you have some intention of following 
Up the system of the Frenchman with his horse, 

' who had just bionght it to live ii])on one oat a 
•'day, wh(‘n it died. If you have particular plea- 
sure in this, it is all very well ; but I shall feel 
perfectly satisfied if you do not exceed two hun- 
dred piastres a month, whicii is the sum I mean 
;,.t9 allot you for your household expenses. I sup- 
pose Turinga, (Pearce’s wife,) on your late plan, 
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‘‘does not by this time iroigh more than ten pounds^ 
and Cullum not more than ftve. As for yourself, 
I imagine, wKat with starving and medicine, that 
you are reduced to' a reasonable size ; but at least 
you oughty though it may agree with y!to, to have 
some compassion on the women. 

** I am truly obliged to you for your activity 
and attention in my concerns, and am glad to 
hear you have gotten rid of Giuseppe. I supposed 
that Louisa would be sorry to leave the house ; 
but, though slie is quiet and has many good 
qualities, she is better away. You need not 
trouble yourself to write me anything about the 
accounts, but keep them till I return, as I have 
full dependence upon you. * * ♦ I am truly 
glad to find that you have received so satisfactory 
a letter from your brother, and think you per- 
fectly right Jn determining to pay a visit to Eng- 
land : we must work hard, therefore, at the 
journal, and when it is finished I hope, in the 
course of next year, to be able to provide for the 
expenses of your journey. Remember me kindly 
to^Turingtf, aqd believe me 

“ Very trufy yours, 

* . II. Salt.” 

** Mr. Nathaniel Pearce, Cairo.’* 

P.S. When Mr. Bankes goes away, if Dr. 

VOL. II. L 
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Ricci should like to have his room, I have told 
him he may occupy .it. Your answer about Tom- 
huctoo is perfectly satisfactory, and I will send it 
Jp the Malta Gazette. — H. S.” 

The first use which my friend Salt appeal’s to 
have made of the recovery of his eyesight, was to 
direct his attentions to a young lady whom he 
had accidentally met with during his stay at Alex- 
andria. Tlie courtship must have been of very 
short duration, as the expected event was an- 
nounced to Pearce in the annexed letter, scarcely 
more than a fortnight after the date of the pre- 
ceding. 


“ Aluxantlria, So|)tpnibcr 19, J819. 

“ My dear Pearce, 

“ You will not he a little surprised, I dare say, 
to hear that I am on the point of being married 
to a young and very amiable lady : the ceremony 
is likely to take place in about ten days, after 
which I shall probably remain another fortnight 
previously to my returning to Cairo*. I hqpe 
you will be good enough to do all you can with 
respect to having the house,' and esp'ecially the 
garden, in order. Many alterations will be want- 
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ing on my arrival ; but I hope to arrange every 
thing comfortably without mucl^change. 

“ Yours most truly, 

H. Salt.” 


“ Mr. Nathaniel Pearce, Cairo.” 


The young Lady upon whom Mr. Salt had now 
fixed his affections, was about sixteen years of age; 
was, I am told, exceedingly pretty and amiable, 
and made a most- devotedly attached wife. She 
was the daughter of a Mr. Pensa, a respectable 
merchant of Leghorn, and had come with her 
father, mother, and a younger sister, to Alex- 
andria, the former having some 'mercantile affairs 
to arrange in that city. I have before men- 
tioned that she boi-e, in Salt’s o])inion, a marked 
resemblance to a lady to w'honi fie had been 
attached a few years previously ; there were also 
some interesting circumstances connected with 
Miss Pensa’s history, which appear to have seized 
on the imagination and romantic turn of Mr. 
Salt’s mind, and to have great’- .influenced his 
apparentlyUjasty decision. 

He had ^-own weary of the lonely life he had 
for severaf yeare experienced in Egypt, without 
any object to interest the naturally strong affec- 
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tions of his heart, and it is not therefore to be 
wondered at, thi^ he took advantage of the first 
favourable opportunity of entering into a state 
which, oven in his youthful days, he had always 
considered as affording the best chance for earthly 
ha])j»inoss. The want of accomplished female so- 
ciety in Egy])t is one of the most serious evils 
that afflicts that demoralised and profligate coun- 
try ; and tlie few Euro 2 )ean women who occa- 
sionally visit its shores, com6 and go like birds of 
passage ; so that, when a fair occasion of this na- 
ture offers, a man must, like Salt, be sudden in his 
proceedings and determination, or the prize will 
surely elude his grasp. 

But however prccijiitatcly, according to our 
English notions, the match of my friend was 
accomplished,* it a])pears nevertheless to have been 
productive of a degree of happiness to both par- 
ties, in sjnte of the unlooked for afflictions that 
clouded their union, which is i)erhaps too seldom 
the result of more matured engagements. I have 
recently been informed by Mrs. Lee, .the widow of 
the late Consul in Alexandria, who wits intimi^te 
with both the parties, that as far as depended on 
themselves, there never existed a happier mar- 
riage, or a more devotedly attached couple, during 
the few years it was permitted them to enjoy the 
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society of each other. The }iastiness with which 
the match had been brought about did not, ‘ as 
perhaps might have been expected, altogether 
escape animadversion ; but after all, a man ought 
to be left in these matters to his own discretion : 
indeed I have generally observed, that those who 
arc loudest in their censures on such occasions, 
are commonly the first to follow the example 
which they so strenuously deprecate. 

Ill the instance in (|uestion, I know only of one 
circumstance that rendered the marriage injudi- 
cious — the melancholy and evidently declining 
state. of INIr. Salt’s health : of this he was probably, 
himself, not fullij aware at the time, for though 
his constitution liad received many severe shocks, 
yet he had hitherto, after a time, so completely 
recovered from their effects, that I believe he 
began to consider the attacks as merely tem- 
porary evils that were not likely to shorten ma- 
terially the duration of his life. 

lie' was soon, alas ! to be fatally undeceived, 
though he ultimately survived his wife several 

years. A> the time of his unic’- with her (pro- 

• • 

bably about the end of October 1819,) he must 
have turned, only Jiy a fbw months, his thirty- 
eighth year, and was still at intervals, for one 
who had been for some time resident in Egypt, 
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a fine-looking hale iqan, and capable of partaking 
in all the enjoyment^ of life ; but an insidious and 
fatal internal disease, which seems never even to 
have been suspected by his foreign medical ad- 
visers, was secretly preying upon a frame that, in 
other respects, appeared built for. longevity. On 
the very day of his wedding he was again laid up, 
for the second time within the year, by the most 
frightful attack he had ever before experienced 
from his malady, and which brought him to the 
verge of the grave.* 

In this deploral)le condition, an immediate 
change of air was recommended, and he set out 
by sea to Cairo, but was driven back to Aboukir, 
where he was detained till the carriage of the 
Governor of Alexandria could !je procured to 
carry him to Rosetta. Here he remained almost 
in a dying state, till a surgeon arrived from Cairo 
to attend him in his voyage up the river to that 
city : on the way he was obliged almost every day 
to stop at noon, from the agonies he endured and 

* It WHS about this ijtriod tJiat Mr. IJclzoni left Ef^ypt 
for Europe, and Mr. Jleoehry, alter attendhig Mr. Salt’s 
wedding, also took liis departure for England. The loss of 
the latter must have been severely felt by ]\vr. Salt, who 
had become greatly attached to him from his many excel- 
lent qualities and most amiable di.si)osition. — E. 
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the fainting 'fits by which they were followed. 
On his reaching Cairo, he lay in this dreadful 
state for two months, being given over by his 
medical attendants ; but, as his appetite never 
entirely failed, he himself appears to have still 
entertained some slight hope of recovery. At 
length, in January 1820, the corti plaint abated, 
and he gradually recovered his strength and 
spirits. 

During the whole of this dreadful attack, he 
received tlic most constant and atfectionatc atten- 
tion from his wife, wlmse unceasing care, as he 
observes, did more towards his re-establishment 
than all the doctor’s medicines. A short gleam of 
happiness succeeded these dismal scenes of do- 
mestic affliction, and he once again began to enjoy 
his existence. The weather became remarkably 
fine ; his garden, in which he always took great 
delight, was in high beauty, and the close of the 
carnival particularly gay ; while liis own enjoy- 
ment became doubled by witnessing the hcippincss 
of his wife. 

These isaencs of unalloyed delight were unfor- 
tunately destined to be of short duration. In 
March he*was again attacked by a severe malady, 
which ended in dysentery and reduced him to a 
mere skeleton ; so that he was forced to quit the 



152 


THE El EE OF 


city and retire to Old Cairo, on the banks of the 
Nile, where the Pasha had been kind enough to 
procure him an excellent house, and he was once 
more restored to health ; but a strange lethargy, 
he says, still hung«about him, which almost inca- 
pacitated him from active exertion, and prevented 
him for a long time from writing to any of his 
friends to accjuaint them with the late events. 
This want of energy was the more ill-timed, as the 
duties of his office had recently much increased, 
whicli, together with the great accumulation of 
papers during Ins indisposition, exceedingly ha- 
rassed his dejected sinrits and worn-out frame, 
and it was long before he could arrange his 
affairs in any tolerable degree of order. 

During the short interv.al of health which he 
had experienced at Cairo, he aj)pcars to have 
received intelligence that an important collection 
of antiquities, sent to Rosetta to await the arrival 
of a ship from England, was in some jeopardy ; 
and Pearce was in consequence sent down to that 
place to ascertain the i)articulars, and, if possible, 
to prevent so serious a loss. 'J'his cofomission, he 
appears, from the following letter, to fiave executed 
with his usual ability, and entirely to the satisfac- 
tion of Mr. Salt. 
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“ Cairo, March 2nd, 1820. 

“ My pear Pearce, 

^ • 

“ I got your letter.safely from Rosetta, and am 
most happy to find that you succeeded in saving 
my antiques from the imminent danger they ran 
of going to the bottom *of the Nile. I am sorry 
the order for Alexandria has been delayed, but 
hope that every assistance will liave been given 
you in that quarter; if not, the j»rcsent post will 
set all right, as I inclose an order for the Go- 
vc'rnor to Mr. 'I'hurbiirn. As there will be a ship 
sent from England for the antifiuities, it will be 
best for you to wait for its arrival, in order to ac- 
company them home. All my friends in England 
are delighted to hear of your safe arrival in 
Egypt, and proper measures have been taken to 
set all right respecting you at the Admiralty. 
Turinga is better, and I think w’ill recover, as she 
has gotten rid of her vomiting.* As soon as you 
have stored cverytliing safe, it w'ill be best for you 
to come back. 

“ Yours truly, 

^ENRY Salt.” 

“ Mr. Nathiinu'l Pearce, Alexandria.’’ 

* Mr. Sail; erred in this expectation — she died early in 
May 1820, a few months only before the death of her hus- 
band. On the 17th of that month, 1820, Mr. Lee, in one 
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At Old Cairo Mr. Salt continued to reside till 

I 

about the middle of June 1820, when his health 
becoming better, he returned to the capital. Pre- 
viously to his arrival, he had arranged everything 
for Pearce’s dejiarture for England, and had jmt 
by an hundred pounds to defray the expenses of 
the j)Oor fellow’s voyage. He had applied some 
time before to the Earl of Mountnorris, the Right 
Honourable C. Yorke, &c. to interest •themselves 
in getting the R removed from Pearce’s name at 
the Admiralty ; wrote to several of his friends at 
home to recommend him to their kind attention, 
and, in short, left notliing unti’ii'd tliat could tend 
to promote cither his comfort or advantage on his 
arx’ival in his native country. 

of Jiis letters to Pearce, tliiis notices tlic circuni.staiice : — 

“ 1 am sorry to hear of the deatli of your wile, for your sake 
— not for hors, as I am persuaded she is happier in a better 
world.” She Jiad been ill for some months, arnl she seems 
to have excited a ^ood deal of interest among those who 
knew her. A short time before her death, the Kev. William 
Jowett wrote to Pearce respecting her in these words: — 

“ Let me hear from you very particularly about Turinga; 
and, especially if it should please God to rempve her from 
this world, let me hear some account of her last hours. 
Rememlx?!' me very kindly to her. 

“ Yours 'Very sinc-erely, 

WrLLIAM JOWKTT.” 


“ Alexandria, April iiOtli, 
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The last letter I find atnon^ his papers, which 
Salt ^dressed to his proteg(5, is strongly charac- 
teristic of the kind consideration towards the 
feelings and convenience of others by which he 
was distinguished. 

It seems, while living at Old Cairo, he had 
given leave to some friends of his to occupy 
apartments in the Considar House at Cairo, and 
Pearce, who was in charge of the premises, 
not knowing very well how to arrange matters 
to his own satisfaction, wrote to his master for 
instructions. 

In reply, Mr. Salt says, “ Mr. llokty’s family 
are to have the chambers btdow, the great hall 
above, and Mr. Ricci’s chamber, and no other ; 
as I had given very particular orders before, 
not to let them have my chamber, on account 
of not disturbing poor Turinga. I will write- 
to Mr. Rockty mentioning that you have charge 

of tlie house, and I will thank you to pay them 

•> 

every attention in your power, as both Madame 
and her daughter are veiy good, and may, I hoj)e, 
profit by t|ie change of air. J oor Turinga’s 
wish to be taken to Abyssinia is very cha- 
racteristic of that ajttachmcnt which the Abys- 
sinians bear to thcii’ country ; but you must be 
aware that it is a thing impossible. I beg you 



156 


THE LIFE OF 


\till keep up your spirits, and believe me very 
truly yours, 

« H. Salt.” 

“ Old Cuiro, May 4tli, 1820.” 

All matters being now in readiness for Pearce’s 
departure, he took his leave of the Consul, and 
proceeded to Alexandria, where he was unfor- 
tunately detained from the want “ of a suitable 
passage” till he was attacked by a bilious fever, 
which in a short time put a period to his ex- 
istence. The folloM'ing short memoir of his death 
was drawn up by Mr. Salt who happened to 
arrive on the spot at the time when the event 
occurred. The account of the compiaint was 
written by the medical man wlio attended him, 
and may prove interesting to some who are now 
living. 

AUTHENTIC PAUTiCUI.ARS RESPECTING THE DEATH 
■* OF MR. NATHANIEL PEARCE.* 

“ For the last year and a half, since his retum 
from Abyssinia, he had been residing^.in tlie Con- 

*' This memoir and the accompanying one would have 
been given in “ Pearce's Life and Joumat,” but, at the 
time I edited tliat work, I was not aware of their existence. 

1 take this opportunity of correcting an oversight, which 
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sulate House, Cairo, when, being anxious to return 
to his native country, Mr. I^alt, under whose 
protection he had lived for some years (assisted 
by a generous friend), provided him with the 
necessary funds for the voyage. At the latter 
end of May 1820, having taken charge of many 
» valuable antiquities for the British Museum, and 
some other interesting articles for different no- 
blemen and gentlemen in England, fie proceeded 
to Alexandria, where he embarked on board a 

vessel commanded by Captain . Tliis 

vessel being detained some time for want of 
cargo, and the north-western winds having set 
in, he was advised by his friends, with the view 
of lessening his expenses, to return on shore and 
wait for a vessel belonging to the house of 
Briggs and Co. which was expected to sail in 
September diiect for England. 

“ This arrangement, intended for his benefit, 
proved most "unfortunate. He landed, and shortly 

I committed in that publication with respect to the date of 
Pearce’s death. It is there stated that he i d “ early in June 
182Q,” wherdUs it is clear from the above, that that event 
did not take place till the 12th of August in that year. 
Pearce’s Will,was alone sufficient to disprove my statement, 
as was justly remarked in a very liberal article on the work 
which* appeared, if I rightly, remember, in the Monthly 
Review. — E. 
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afterwards was seized with a bilious fever, which, 
notwithstanding the best medical aid the place 
could afford, brought him to his end. He died 
on the 12th of August in the morning. During 
his illness, he had expressed a most anxious de- 
sire to sec Mr. Salt, when, as he said repeatedly, 
‘ he should die content.’ This satisfaction, by 
a fortunate coincidence, he obtained, Mr. Salt 
having arrived at Alexandria on the 10th, just 
in time to receive his dying farewell and to pay 
him those last attentions, to which the important 
services he had rendered Mr. Salt in Abyssinia, 
and a long and faitliful attachment, had given 
him so just a title. 

He was buried in the evening within the 
precincts of the Greek convent, and his funeral 
was attended by the Consul General, Mr. Lee, 
British Consul in Alexandria, Mr. Henderson of 
the East Indian Medical Establishment, and other 
respectable persons ; his body being carried to the 
grave by six English sailors, which from his love 
to the Navy, in which he had served, he had 
always anxiously desired. About .twelve days 
previously to his decease he made a Will, and 
has left all his papers to the entire disposal of 
Mr. Salt, with permission to publish thcio, re- 
marking in his Will, that it was for him that the 
facts were chiefly collected. 
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“ Mr. Pearce was born of respectable parents, 
at*East Acton, Middlesex, and had attained about 
the age of forty. His natural talents were great, 
and, in the strangely diversified career of his life, 
he had acquired an extraordinary fund of general 
information. In writing, he describes what In; 
had seen with precision, and leads his reader to 
imagine that the reality is passing before his eyes. 
He has left a brother and sisters, who loved him 
and are anxiously awaiting his arrival at home. 
They will long cherish his memory, and it will 
always be held in respect by those who knew 
his sterling worth, and wI)o admire an honest 
heart joined to a true English spirit.” 

MEMORANDUM OF THE ILLNESS AND DEATH OF 
FEAUCE, WRITTEN RV A MEDICAL GENTLEMAN, 
WHO VISITED HIM A DAV OR TWO UEFORE THE 
EVENT. 

“ On my arrival at Alexandria, on thd lOth 
of August, I learned from Mr. Lee, the British 
Consul, that an Englishman namf'd Pearce, of 
som,e celebrlity a^ a resident for inany years in 
Abyssinia, Was dangerously ill, and it was pro- 
posed that we should visit him in company with 
Sig. Vernoni his medical attendant, and consult 
on the best means of affording relief to our up- 
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fortunate countryman. W« accordingly pro- 
ceeded to. liis residence, a commodious gardan- 
house belonging to the Consul, where I found 
Mr. Pearce labouring under symptoms of a se- 
vere l)ilious fever, which Sig. A^ernoni infoymed 
me had attacked him fifteen days before, and 
had now reduced him to a state of exhaustion 
that almost i)rocluded any hoj)e of recovery. * * 
In addition to his other fatal symptoms, I learned 
from Sig. Vernoni that delirium had supervened 
for the last three nights. His mind was collected 
at the time of our visit, and he readily consented 
to observe such directions as might be given ; 
but his attention appeared to be wholly occupied 
by extreme anxiety to see his old friend Mr. 
Salt, whose arrival from Cairo was then hourly 
expected, and occurred the same afternoon. On 
repeating our visit the following day, we found 
our unfortunate patient still farther reduced, and 
an aggravation of all the symptoms ; the pulse, 
increased in frequency and debility, restlessness, 
and mental wandering, combined to indicate 
the approaching crisis, which terminpAed his suf- 
ferings early the next morning.” 

The loss of this remarkable man and faithfully 
attached follower, after the long connexion which 
had subsisted between them, .jvas severely felt by 
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^r. Salt, wliSr hafl been greatly instrume^l' i|i 
'' ftiising him from the depth of misery and despair 
to the state of respectability and comfort he en-* 
jpyed when under the ronsul’s protection in 
Egypt. The errors and misfortunes of his forpier 
life appear to have sunk deep into his mind, and 
to have produced a tliorough and salutary re- 
formation in a character which at no period was 
radically corrujit ; while the anxiety he evinced 
for Mr. Salt’s j)resence in bis dying hour, when 
his spirit seemed to linger on earth only till the 
arrival of his benefactor, displays a warmth of 
feeling and affection which reflects the greatest 
credit on his memory. From the time of the 
Consul's arrival in Egypt, he had uniformly 
forwarded him to the amount of sixty pounds 
a-year, a provision that must have been greatly 
augmented on his return from Abyssinia, when,' 
besides his salary, he had generally the advan- 
tage of living, with his wife and her attendant, 
free of all expense at the Consular mansion. He '* 


also managed, by his translations, <t'c. to add oc- 
casionally fd his means, and he seems, by the etdfi 
of many letters addressed to him from gentleinplF 
of the first respectability, to have been held 'in 
great regard and esteem. Had he survived^ 4ie 


was to have brongSt with him many intrdduetory 
’ VOl. u. 


M 
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letteri from Mr. Salt to severaf persons of distinc- 
tion and others in England, which in consequence 
of his sudden death were not forwarded till some 
months after. The following are extracts fro^n 
several of them. ' 

TO THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES YORKE. 

“ Old Cairo. May 31st, 1820. 

" Dear Sir, 

“ The present letter will be delivered to you by 
my proteg<i, Mr. Pearce, whom I take the liberty 
of recommending to your kind protection. His 
sufferings have been very great ; but he has 
never ceased to maintain the high character of an 
Englishman ; and 1 am glad to say that he car- 
ries home a journal that will do him great credit 
in the eyes of all those who know how to esti- 
>mate a vivid narration of*facts. I send home by 
him many drawings, memoirs, and sketches, to 
the address of William Hamilton, Esq. I have 
requested him, in the first instance, to show them 
to you, as I feel peculiarly anxious you should 
know that my time has not been s^nt idly in 
Egypt. I have to request that you will do me 
the favour to accept of ,a ^mall lion^’of antiqw 
Egyptian workmanship, found in TJpper Egypt. 

^ * I have also sent, through Mn^amilU^ 



HENRY Sa£t. . 168 

ton, a fine view of Mont Blanc, which I jacked 
up. at Geneva, and which I* beg to present to 
Mrs. Yorke : these are trifling testimonies only o^ 
the great obligations I owe you. I hope you will 
be Jfleased to hear that I have entered the stati^of 
matrimony. My wife, I am glad to say, is very 
amiable, and adds much to my happiness. Be- 
lieve me, dear Sir, 

“ With great truth and esteem. 

Your grateful servant, H. S.” 

TO THE EARL OF MOUNTNORRIS. 

^ “ Old Cairo, May 31st, 1820. 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ This letter will be delivered to you by Pearce, 

whom I have made an effort to forward with his 

journal to England. * * » j send by him a 

variety of articles, of which you will, I hope, have 

received duplicate lists before his arrival. Should 

you get by chance this letter first, you will hear 

from Pearce of iny marriage, and of my late ill- 
# 

nesses, both of which had nigh broUf ht me to the 
grave. I aKi glad to say that I am once more 
tolerably well re-established in health ; .and api 
very happy, I can assdie you, in my new con- 
dition. My wife is a very amiable girl, and we 
Uve vej^y hafipily together. I have so <inuch ti^ 
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do before Pearce’s" departure, that you must ex- 
cuse this short letter. H. d.” 


“ Alexandria, Sept. lOtli, 1820. 

“ My DEAK Louu, 

“ The death of poor Pearce, by whom the 
above letter was to have gone, has been a sad 
blow to me. You will receive a copy of his Will, 
made before my arrival here, and some other par- 
ticulars from Bingham Richards, through whom I 
now send the articles that were to have gone by 
our poor friend. I enclose you the letter that 
was to have been sent to Sir Joseph Banks, and 
have directed the plants therein named to be 
sent to you. * * * 

“ I send you some news from Muscat and Je- 
rusalem, and a copy of a certificate, testifying that 
Sir Frederick Henniker and Captain Macdonnell 
have succeeded in mounting the second Pyramid. 
1 have, in my possession, a most valuable and ex- 
traordinary journal of an Italian apothecary, who 
has turned Turk, and is now a favourite at the 
Court of Sana. It completely fills i/|) the chasm 
in Niebuhr, giving a very curious insight into the 
private history of this i^ple, the writer being in 
the very midst of the best society in Yemen ; he 
also speaks the language. I knewdiirh personalty ia 
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Egypt. Having Pearly journal to put in order,! 
an<j|^perhaps some observa^ons to n^ke on the 
^^Abyssinians, I have kept back, for a time, the 
'Portuguese and Italian book on Abyssinia which I 
had sent you ; but when I have looked them over 
I will forward them by the first safe occasidb. 

I hope that may be in person, having written toj; 
you to obtain for me a short leave of absence, 
which is very desirable on many accounts. The 
captain, who takes this, has a civet cat for you, 
which poor Pearce was very anxious should get 
safe to you and alive. H. S.” 

“ To the Earl of Mountnorris.” 


TO THE lllGHT HON. SIR JOSEPH BANKS. 

(Inclosed in tlie preceding.) 

“ Old Cairo, May 31st, 1820. 

“ Dear Sik, 

“ This letter is for the purpose of introducing • 
to your kind protection my Abyssinian friend, 
Mr. Pearce. * * * He is the bearer of a 
box of plants, partly collected by Mr. Bankes and 
myself in Nubia, as' also a few miner ife collected 

. , . 

Mr. Salt, from a variety of causes, never put this mtett-;^,, 

tion into execution. When the journal reached me in 1829, 
it vas without any of hifi remarks, and just in the same un- 
finwfiaA state in whieh Pearce had written it : probably after 
tKe'dlath 9 f the latter, he might. ^el it an unpleasant task . 

ai deferred it'&em time-to time. — E. 
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and left in my hands by late Mr. Burkhardt, 
among which I hopp some may be found tha|||lPFe 
interesting. * ^ * You will he sorry to hea||| 

that the climate of Egypt does not very well agree 
with me, as I have had two dangerous attacks of 
illness since my last letter. In addition, I have 
to mention my having taken a wife, which has 
been a great accession to my domestic comfort 
and happiness. 

“ I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. Kc. II. S.” 


“ Old ( aiio» June Ibt, iSiiO. 

My dear Hai ls 

‘‘ I send you, by my Abyssinian j)r()tog6 Pearce, 
a portrait of Mrs. Salt, wliich is inclosed in a box, 
directed to William Hamilton, Esq. It is not a 
very favoiiralde likcncb'^, but ell executed by my 
secretary, Mr. Santini : when I say not favour- 
able, I mean that it ib neither so young nor so 
handsome as the oiiginal. When you ha\e kept 
it as long as you like, to show our friends, I will 
thank you to foiward it to my sister, Mrs. Mor- 
Lichfield. I can assure you I have been 
*%ost fortunate in my choice, and inucli happier in 
‘tile state of matrimony than when single. My lady 
has a good deal of spirit and cliaractef, but ta- 
pered by a very excellent disposition.. I hoph^jha^ 
yW also have gained liy your change of4in|i4itii^i)f 
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which it is curious should have occurred so nou'ly 
ab^t the same time.f I have had a goJI deal of 
^serious illness lately from a tumour, as the doctors 
^decided upon it, which luckily suppurated ; and*^ 
since I have had a sharp attack of dysentery. 'I 
take all with my usual patience ; good or ill, all^ 
must have a speedy end. * * * Pray re- , 

member me kindly to all friends, and believe 
me yours over, 11. S.” 

“ P. S. Pearce carries borne a valuable journal, 
which I hoiie, poor fellow, may, after all his suf- 
ferings, be of use to him. Any little kindness you^^ 
can show him will greatly oblige me. 

“ September 18th. Pearce being dead, this , 
has been delayed, and goes by another convey- 
ance. Bingham Richards will give you all the 
particulars of the ])oor fellow’s decease. Kindest 
regards to your sisters. Richards will show you 
some of iny sketches. But what wdll chiefly 
please you are the drawings Beechey and I took 
in the new, Tomb. As they were entirely done 


by candlelight, I think you wiU admire our 
tifnee. t^iad a long letter from Belgrave Ho]|^| 
nerjthe other day. He is well, and apparei^m^ 
very happy with his young child. 

jj, “ Yours most truly, H. ■ 


■ 1 had marrifd on the 2nd o^th^mber 1819.-7E;.> |.v^ 



"168 LIl'E OF 

, S. My lady desires to be remembered to 
yours, sis well as to your sisters. What a 
world it is ! / ’ ” 

FROM THE SAME TO THE UKJHT HON. C. YORKE. 

“ Alexandria, Sept. Ifith, 1820. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ I took the liberty of forwarding to you, a 
few days back, a letter that was to have gone 
to England by iny poor friend Pearce, whom it 
has pleased God to release from the sufferings 
. of this world. * * * 

/•' “ I send to England, through Mr. Richards, 
many drawings, sketches, and memoirs, which 
he is authorized to show to you. I have also 
forwarded the coloured designs, taken hy myself 
and Mr. Beechey from the new Tomb, which I 
think it will please you to examine. Mr. Belzoni 
has done much in taking models of that Tomb ; ’* 
but he was not equal to give an idea of their style 
of painting. Mr. Richards will also deliver to 
you copies of three inscriptions which were found, 
'l^iyir. Bankes and myself, last yeair4n Nuhia. 
c^at of the time of Psammeticus you will, I 
.am^re, be much interested in making out. It 
to me to be two inscriptions ; one. the 
, .tt^hbiial ' of the troops with Psammeticus, and 
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the other of his Gieneral, Amasis. Th^ ^ 
the river vitro has, I think, ^ some resemblance 
to that of Issa, which I see, by the last Quar- 
terly, has been long given to the Niger. * * ♦ 

In my former letter I have mentioned my mar- 
riage, which you will be pleased to hear has 
added much to my happiness, the young lady 
being of a very amiable disposition. I have 
written to Mr. Hamilton to beg he will obtain for 
me a short leave of absence, being anxious, on 
many accounts, to pay a visit to England : I 
have both public and private reasons for wishing 
it ; communications of some moment to make 
from our Great Man ; private affairs to settle, 
one of my father’s executors being dead, and 
several things to publish. Besides which, my 
constitution has greatly suffered from two very 
severe attacks this year, in which my life was 
i^or some time despaired of. 

“ Under these circumstances, I hope you will 
not think *me wrong in requesting your kind in- 
fluence on this occasion, as I feel .a$»nred a word 
froii) you tta Lord Castlereagh would obtain me 
the permission required. * » ♦ 

“ We hAve lately had some interesting dis^ - 
coveries of Greek mummy cases, covered witb 
hieroglyphics an^ short Greek inscriptions, dated^ 



170 \ • TllE LIFE OF * 

in the reign of Adrian. I have one of these 
for the British Museum, which enclosed the 
remains of Soter, the son of Cornelius, Com- 
mandant of Thebes. It is a most valuable spe- 
cimen of the arts, as practised in Egypt at that 
period. There have also been found papyri, in 
a mummy character, dated in the time of the 
Ptolemies, and others in the reigns of the first 
Emperors. I have one of these latter, which 
appears to lie a decree of one of the sub-jwefccts, 
respecting the funeral rites. Li the interior of the 
mummy cases are representations of the zodiac, 
corresponding with that at Dendera, and which, 

I conceive, clearly establishes the recent date of 
the latter ; both have the sign Cancer out of the 
line of the other signs. I am engaged at present 
in making observations on these. 

“ Believe me, my dear Sir. 

Your grateful servant, H. S.” ^ 

At the period when the above was writteqjf 
Mr. Salt addressed a letter to Lord Mountnorris ’ 
containing a similar request to prociith hirn leave" 
of absence, when his lordship immediately wrote* 
to Mr. C. Yorke, Lord Mortbn, and others, to use 
tlieir interest with Lord Castlcreagh to obtain it. r 
The subjoined answers were speedily returned. , 
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FROM THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES YORKE. 

f 

“ Boningtons, Dec. 14th, 1820. 

“ My DEAR Lord, 

** This morning’s post brought me a note from 
Lord Castlereagh to the following effect: — 

* My dear Yorkk — I shall be most happy to 
give Mr. Salt the leave his health requires, which 
he has so well merited by his zealous endeavours 
’"to be useful in all ways to his country, and I 
thank you very much, both for pointing him out 
originally to me, and now for suggesting the man- 
ner in which I can contribute cither to his per- 
sonal convenience or to the restoration of his 


tealth.’ ♦ * * 

“ I know the above will give you pleasure, and 
shall rely oq|^ou to communicate the substance to 
Salt, if necessary. 

“ I presume you have heard from him by the 
‘same conveyance which brought me his letter, 
‘^ated Alexandria, t^^s 12th of September, convey- 
ing the ihuch-to-be-regretted account of poor 
Pearce’s death just as he was on the point of em- 
barking foi^his native country: the removal of 


•^e btfpad R. is now of little or no consequence. 
* « « « *Salt meiltions some mummies lately 
discovered with Greek inscriptions, as. well as 
hi^rc^lyphics, as late Hadrian ; also papyri. 
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which seem still le^ble or interpretable. I trust 
the light is now beginning to break in upon us in 
? earnest. » « * ♦ Adieu! • 

“ Yours truly, C. Yorke.” 

“ The Earl of Mountnorris,” &c. 

FROM THE EARIi OF MORTON TO LORD MOUNT- 
- NORRIS. 

“ Winipole Street, Dec. 13tli, 1820. ' 
“ My DEAR Lord, 

** I have seen Lord Castlereagh, and am happy 
to inform you that Mr. Salt’s leave of absence is 
granted ; at the same time I can claim no merit 
in obtaining it, for better interest than mine has, 

I find, been exerted for him, at which I rejoice. 
Indeed, I think his own merits are., such as to 
require no extraneous support on such an occa- 
sion. I beg you will accept of my best thanks for 
your obliging letter and for its most welcome 
. intelligence. The introduction of the Dongola. ■ 
breed of horses has for many years, been a fa-, 
vourite hobbyhorse of mine, and how I think I 
have a fairer prospect of attaining Hhat object 
than I ever had before ; at the same time, I 'am^ “ 
afraid of being too sanguine. Mr. Stilt’s friend, 
Abden Cacheef, may not conquer Dongola, or, if 
he should, the good fellows in possession of the 
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horses may ride away with them ; I shaU, how- 
ever, hope for the best.f ,The different sub- 
scribers to this undertaking are at present dis- i 
persed. * » I am going immediately to Scot- 
land, and, under these circumstances, I have 
applied to Mr. Sewell, assistant-professor at the 
Veterinary College, and he has undertaken to 
receive the horses in the event of Mr. Salt’s send-* 
ing them to this country. Should he bring them, 
as I hope he will, they can be under no better ■' 
care than his own ; and I flatter myself thai his ’ 
intended visit to this country will re-establish < his 
health. I have the honour to be, my dear lord, 

“ Your very faithful servant, Morton.” 

To the Earl of Mouutiiorris.” 

f Before Mr. Salt left England, Lord Morton, and several 
other spirited noblemen and gentlemen, had requested Mr. 
Salt to use his endeavours, on his arrival in Egypt, to pro- 
cure for them some horses and mares of the Doiigola breed. 
The accomplishment of their wishes occasioned Mr. Salt"*', 
some anxiety and trouble ; but, after a good deal of diffi- ^ 
culty, he succeeded in procuring some of the animals, which 
were safely conveyed to England, and^ it appears, gave 
great and ejyire satisfaction to the geittiomcn who had 
requested him to undertake the commission. The great 
expenses attending the purchase and transport of the 
animals werfi cheerfully»repaid ; but it seems probable the 
scheme would not have been crowned with success had it . 
not been for the influence Mr. Salt possessed over the ^ 
Pasha. — E. * 
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Salt Is unable to avail himself of his leave of absence, in 
consequence of an apprehended rupture with Russia. — 
LejLtcr to Lord Mountnorris descriptive of some political 
cvertts in lCgy[)t. — Salt sends a large Collection of Anti- 
quities to the British Museum, and others to different 
, Noblemen and Gentlemen. — He is seized with^^Typhus 
Fever — TIis Letter on that subject to Lord Moiltitnorris. 
—Account of his Voyage to Assouan. — His Letter to 
Mr* Hamilton respecting the Pasha’s wish to purchase 
two Frigates, — Letter to Mr. Richards on the subject of 
Bclzoni — another to Miss Halls. 

The leave of absence which had been thus 
flatteringly obtained from Lord Castlereagh, and 
which was immediately forwarded to Egypt from 
the Foreign Office^ Mr. Salt was, unfortunately 
for his health, unable to avail himself of, as, at 
the time when he received it, great ajlprehensiohs 
were entertained of a rupture wiHi Russia, which 
rendered his presence at hisi post indispensable*. 
The disappointment must have been, on many 
accounts, peculiarly unpleasant at that peridd ; 
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but he s^ms to have borne it with his usual 
che^^ulness and re^nation — indeed, during the 
whole of his residence in Egypt, he in no instance 
appears to have suifcfred his own convenience or 
advantage to interfere with the paramount sense 
df duty he uniformly evinced for the service of 
his country. This sentiment he carried to an 
almost cliivalrous extent, and it is certain, that to 
his strong and lofty feelings upon this point we 
ultimately owed the early termination of his ho- 
nourable and useful life.* 

The annexed letter to Lord Mountnorris de- 
scribes 'Some political events that were passing in 
Egypt and the neighbourhood about the period of 
Pearce’s death, in which Salt bore a i>art, nnd 
which are not devoid of interest. 

“ ('airo, Nov. :2nd, 1820. 

** My pkar Lord, 

“ I sent you a letter in August last, and several 
things by Richards, which I hope before this you 

* I was informed byifMr. Coffin that, fo;' montlis before 
jVffc,Salt die4 be had been urged by his friei. ’s' to leave the 
at lea^filit for a time, and return to England, as the « 
onljmSsible chance of saving his life; but at that crisis 
there was no pne in Egypt to whom he felt he could safely 
c&fide the a|airs of the Consulate ; and, though he was 
fuipy aware of his situation, and had long had Mr. Canning’s 
leaver ^abBence in, his pocket, he" uniformly refused 
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will have received. * » At present I am glad to 

c 

say that rny health seems pr^ty well establisjied, 
thanks to matrimony ! but I am very busy, owiug 
to an expedition which the Indian government 
has sent to obtain redress for some outrageous 
proceedings about three years back at Mocha; 
ten or twelve ships have ari’ivcd already for the 
pui-pose of blockading the Imaum’s ports, which, 
as you may well imagine, has occasioned a great 
sensation in the lied Sea. Our Pasha, too, is in 
some degree comi)romised, as Yemen, since his 
restoring the provinces of Hodeida, licit el Tackee,' 
&c. whicli he had conquered from the Sheriffe 
Haniood, had bt*eu considci’ed as paying tribute, 
(coffee for the use of the Grand Seignor,) and in 
some degree as under the Ottoman Porte. I hope, 
however, with prudence to be able to steer clear 
of a quarrel. The Pasha and I continue on the 
liest terms. He has now a grand expedition on 
foot for the interior, and his son, Ismael Pasha, 
has already advanced as fur as Dongola ; so that 
there arc hopes that we shall soon hear somethii^ 
-of Meroe. Great preparations for dirfence, ifc'^is 

hearken to the entreaties of his friends, saying, “ thafno 
personal considerations should induce him meanly to deseh 
. his post when the Interests of his country called for his 
services.*’ — E. 
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said^ are making at^i^nnaarj but I think it will 
bfe with difficulty ^that the Turkish troops will 
advance so far. ^ 

“ Some idea has* been entertained here that 
Abyssinia is the ultimate object ; but I have 
already, as far as I dared without authority, 
stopped that, and have written to Lord Castlc- 
reagh for farther instructions. There would be 
only one circumstance which could make such an 
expedition formidable, as far as respects Abys- 
-sinia, and that would be a junction of the troops 
of Sennaar, who. it is to be remembered, are 
Musselmen, when their united force w^ould become 
alarming, especially should they be joined by the 
Musselmen Galla to the south ; but of this I en- 
tertain no fear at j)resent, knowing liow difficult 
it is among African tribes to elfect an union. • 
Since Pearce’s death, I have had an Abys- 
sinian priest in iny house, a good quiet soul, who 
contented himself with reading his Bible aloud 
for ten liours in the day. He could read fluently, 
but not write, or I should otherwis have used all 
m% endeaViiurs to have persuaded iiim to pass 
over to Hngland. I have, however, requested my 
friend SuDegadis, who remains master of Tigre, 
tp send me two priests from among the best 
informed, wdio J think will be acceptable to the 

VOL. II. N 
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Bible and Missionary Societj^, should they come ; 
otherwise, Mr. Assqlin and I can employ them at 
Cairo. Wo are getting on, though not very 
rapidly, with discoveries of Greek papyri, and I 
have become tolerably expert in decypliering the 
cuiTent character. * * * With kindest re- 
inembrance to Lord Valentia, believe me, my 
dear I^ord, 

“ Yours, &c. H. S.” 

“ P. S. My ladi/, you wdll be glad to hear, is in 
a promisvig way ; she has had one mishap of two 
montlis, but has now, I am hapi)y to say, got over 
the third month.” 

“ To (lie Earl of Mounfnorris.” 


About the date of this letter, Mr. Salt had 
sest over to England a large collection of very 
curious antiquities, some of wliich were designed 
for the British Museum, and others for different 
noblemen and gentlemen, which will hereafter be 
noticed. lie also sent over many sketches, draAV- 
ings, inscriptions, and memoirs, designed for pub- 
lication ; but, on inquiry, the expense lOf bringing 
them out in an advantageous form was estimated 
at so high a rate, that his friends did< not think 
themselves justified in entailing upon liim so 
heavy a charge, more especially as, from the 
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nature of the works, it was not probable they could 
gtmrally interest^ or hold out any rational pro- 
spect of their ever repaying him the expenses 
attendant on their publication. His leave of ab- 
sence, too, must liave reached Kgypt about the 
period when the anticpiities, &:c. arrived in Eng- 
land, so tliat his almost immediate return was 
cx2)ected ; and it was in conse((iicnce judged most 
expedient to wait till he should he on the spot to 
give his own directions, and to sui>erintend the 
j3rogress of any of the works that he himself 
might select for the j^ress. It was, however, 
most unfoitunate for liis healtli, his own private 
affairs, and in some respects for the ]3ul)lic service, 
that the' i)olitical circumstances of the times for- 
bade his taking advantage of the permission he 
had received to revisit his native country. ^ 

" In the autumn of 1821,” he says, in a letter 
to Loid Mountnorris, I liad a very violent 
attack of tyjihus fever, which affected both my 
body^nd mind; and, as the state of affairs in 
Turkey would not permit to take advant^^^ 
of^the indulgence to travel on the Contincn$>^ou 
so kindly interested yourself to procure for me, I 
made an ^excursion' into the upper i)rovince as far 
as Assouan. From this I received great benefit ; 
but, on comings down, as soon as the hot season 

N 2 



180 


THE T.IFK OF 


l)cgan tn set in, T was again seriously ill with my 
old complaint in tliu bowels and a continual void- 
ing of blood, under which I have been now suffer- 
ing for six w<,'eks. It has reduced me much, but 
I hope will not prove of sci'ious consequence, 
though these continued attacks in such a country 
hold out but a bad pros])ect for the future. The 
unc('rtainty of war or peace with Russia renders 
it impossible for me to (juit my post, or most cer- 
tainly I should now be in Italy. Perluaps next 
year, if Hriggs sliould be bore, whom alone I 
could trust with the Consulate, and affairs should 
take a favourable turn, I may be able to pay 
a visit to L('ghon), whcjv my wifej’s relations 
anxioxusly expect our arrival. ^ ^ I send 

you a copy of an account of my voyage to As- 
soxRn, wi’itten to Mi’. Lee in Alexandria. • * * * 
“ The last account I have fi’om Abyssinia 
is of a late date. Coffin was well, xv4th his 
faxnily, but in moderate cii’cumstances. I have 
sent him a ixortion of what you were good cflough 
to send me for him, and shall soon have an op- 
portunity to forward the remainder. Tlie Pasha’s 
expedition in the interior goes oii pi’osperously. 
Seimaar has been taken and Kordofan : and Mr. 
Bankes has an artist above, taking drawings of 
Meroe, and all the other intei’estii:g I’uins found 
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above the second cataract. There does not ap- 
pear, I am hapi)y to say, to. be any intention of 
attacking Abyssinia ; and I have satisfaction in 
thinking that, without in any way compromising 
government, I have been the means of averting 
the Pasha’s thoughts from that country. 

“ We luive several voyagers here in tlieir way 
from India, and the route Ingins to be much 
fre(|uentcd ; but I have not yet been able to 
persuade the Company to make me any allow- 
ance, though their agency entails upon me con- 
siderable expense.* Everything remains tran- 

^ J know not whether Mr. Salt at any period received 
# the slightest remuneration for the expenses he incurred 
ill conserpience of this agency. I find no mention ol’ it in 
any of liis letters, and am inclined to bt‘licve that notliing 
of the kind was olfered him during his long re.sidenci^ in 
Egypt ; but it must be pleasing to those who are attached 
to his memory, to read the satislactory account which some 
travellers have given ol' his kind hospitality to strangers 
passing through tlie country. In her Narrative of a 
Journey overland from England through Egypt, Ac.” IMrs. 
Colonel Elgood thus speaks ol* the late Consul : “ Mr. 
Salt w'as ratJicr a fine-looking an, wdth a considerable 
tlegvce of lawSS'Itude in his manners, which gave diaries (Col- 
onel Elgood) the impression lie w^as at that time suffering 
under a liv^T complaint. When engaged in conversation, 
how^cver, this vanished, and, from having been much with 
the literary and politically great, possessing a well-informed 
mind, and considc;'ablc taste for literature and the Beaux 
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quil here ; but a war with Russia would be 
likely to place us in, difficulty. We have a great 
many Maltese and Ionian subjects hero, and 
the latter especially are looked upon uith great 
suspicion. You would hardly suj)pose that the 
affairs of my office at Cairo now employ a regu- 
lar cancelicr and two clerks, who receive from 
it nearly two hundred a year : so that I have 
in fact very little time on my hands, being con- 
tinually occupied in adjudging causes, or in 
writing official letters to Constantinople, Malta, 

Arts, lie had great powers of entertainment, and was a 
very amubing companion. lie showed ns his paintings, his 
poetry — lie ajipeared delighted to meet with some one who 
could enter into his pursuits and feeJings ; and it seemed a * 
refreshment to him, to turn from the price of ciitton, or 
from some trifling dispute of Kiiglisli t\iptains, or Arab 
Fellahs, to the works of Madame de Stae'l and Walter 
Scott. 1 confess, I never expected to Iiavc discussed the 
merits of Corinne and Hob Hoy at Alexandria! On the 
l‘Jth, in spite of the Oainseon, and his kind wishes for us 
to prolong our sta}. wt took leave ol’ our kind host, trusting 
to meet in FngUuul at some future period. Alas ! we little 
thought his end was so near, when we bade him farewell.” — 

“ W'c feared (says Mrs, C. Lushington in her ‘ Journey 
from Calcutta to Europe/) suiiiething untoward had happen- 
ed, and were sorry to learn that it was th’e death of Mr. Salt 
which had caused the disappointment. ^ We had relied so 
much on experiencing from him the kinuness which lie in- 
variably showed to travellers, that this alone would have 
made us regret his death.” Page 44. — E. 
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&c., which, to say the truth, pleases me better 
than if I had nothing to do. # * ♦ Believe 
me to be, my dear lord, your’s most truly, 

“ H. S.” 

“ To the Earl of Mountnorris, 

Cairo, May 15th, 1822." 

# 

COPY OF A LETTER FROM II. SALT, ESQ. TO MR. LEE 
IN ALE.\ANmiIA, 

I'inclosed in the prcccdijig. 

Cairo, April 26th, 1822. 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ I received this morning your’s of the 22nd 
of April, and am truly sorry to hear of the 
disaster that has befallen Mr. Burton ; but hope 
he may have saved my letters with his other 
effects. My chief object is going to Assouan 
was to get down Mr. Baukes’s pedestal, about 
which he had written to me with great anxiety, 
and in fact, he hoped it would have been 
ready for Captain Smith, but this was not pos- 
sible. It had cost me expense and trouble, 

and I w^s obliged to cairy it overland three 

• • 

miles, over rocky gi’ound, to get it below the 
cataract. , This, however, thanks to the care 
and exertions /of Yanni, whom I took up ex- 
pressly for the purpose, was accomplished, and 
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I left it safe on board the Maash under the 

care of Halleel the Armenian, to be brought 

» 

down to Alexandria ; but the river being un- 
usually low, I imagine it will not reach us until 
some months hence. To guard against the ad- 
ditional expense this delay must occasion, I have 
bargained with the Rais for eight hundred pi- 
astres on its safe delivery at Alexandria. Once 
there, I hope you will be able to find it a convey- 
ance to England. 

“ I have heard lately of Mr. Linant, and ex- 
pect him down in a few days. Ibrahim Pasha 
speaks very highly of what he has done, and 
says that his map is better than that of Caillaud, 
though he also said that Constant, who was 
with Caillaud, was a cIev(T young man. ^J''he 
voyage of Linant is likely to be of great interest ; 
he has visited and taken drawings of every piece 
of antuiuity between the cataracts and Sennaar. 
Ismael Pasha, as well as Abden Cacheef, were 
very good in sui5])l}ing him with money, and 
indeed I hear they have been very attentive to all 
the European travellers. 

“ My own voyage has not been unproductive 

of interest; I discovered some new catacombs 

a 

at a place called Kourn Hamusas,- near Minieh ; 
ascertained at Abydos, that the arched chambers, 
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which are so iieculiar to this building, are all 

closed at the western end, so as to form seven 

* • , 

sekoi to the temple ; and that their walls are 
covered with curious sculptures in a very ancient 
style. Mr. Drovetti has excavated close to the 
spot, but had not suspected the fact. At Deir, 
the little temple neai* Esnd, I excavated tfie* 
fallen stones, and was fortunate enough to com- 
plete tlie zodiack, which was a great desideratum. 

“ At Vl’liebcs, I occupied myself in making 
drawings of some of the great historical designs, 
or battles, on the Meranonium find at Karnac, 
measuring all the stones and doing* the whole 
on a scale. Yanui has also discovered ^ome 
most interesting private tombs, where most of 
the domestic scenes u.sually represented are as 
fresh as when they were painted. One is tlie 
tomb of a royal sciibe, and Jeems, by the great 
care that has been taken in the execution, to 
have been painted by himself. I have got the 
statue of himself and wife, his colour-stand, pal- 
let, and a scarabee, set a- a ring, with his name. 
Yanni has also discovered an Egyptian cliair, 
in fine preseryation, like those drawn on the 
walls of •the kings’ tombs. It is inlaid with 
ivory and ebony, and is of a very handsome 
form, being pjit together entirely with wooden 
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I)egs instead of nails, or other fastening : he 
has likewise founJ the firaginents of a harp, 
from which it will be very easy to restore that 
instrument; it is not very handsome in form, 
but had twenty-0110 strings. Of small statues 
in wood, stone, and bronze, he has made a better 
• collection than I have before seen. One figure 
of his especially, about sixteen inches high in 
bronze inlaid with silver, is extremely fine. 

“ At Elephanta, I excavated to th% bottom 
of the Nilcomctcr, first notici'd by the French, 
and have found inscriptions from the time of 
Augustus to Alexander Severus. I’bis curious 
moniiment, mentioned by Strabo, gives us the 
true Gieek used at that time in Egyjit, and 
proves that there is a dilference of from nine to 
eleven feet in the height of the soil, from what 
it was in the tim^ of the Romans. At Pbiloc, 
where I did not hope to do much, after the 
long stay of Mr. Bankes there, I found and ex- 
cavated the front of a small temple with an in- 
scription upon it in Greek, which proves that 
it was dedicated by Ptolomeus Epiphanus to 

• t 

Esculapius. I have made some progress in the 
hieroglyphics, though not mu^h ; but in the my- 
thology, and in being able to t^oint out the 
different deities, I have made considerable ad- 
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vance. I found the old Tranga Bey at Assouan, 
and received from him many kind attentions. 
* ♦ * Everybody above speaks highly of the 

conduct of Ismael Pasha in the . expedition, 
as well as of the great improvements ali'cady 
introduced at Dongola by my friend Abden Ca- 
cheef; but there is a general outcry against the 
cruelty of the Deftardar Bey, who is committing 
all sorts of horroi's. It is better, however, to 
say nothing, or else it will only the more con- 
firm his erroneous notion that we go up to sj)y 
the land. 

“ The season appears to have been very ex- 
traordinary in Egypt, and we were witnesses 
above to one of the most singular siglits I have 
ever heard ot, occasioned, no doubt, by the quan- 
tity of rain in the mountains. 'Phis was no other 
than the fall of an immense toiTent of water into 
the Nile, not far from Minieh. T'he bank was 
in this part upwards «f twenty feet high, and 
the extent of the cascade was, at one period, 
two hundred feet and move broad. It was on 
the side of the Nile towaius the Red Sea, and 
the mountains qt a great distance, so that, as you 
may imagine, ,,the . torrent was composed of as 
much sand atf water. Its current we estimated 
at eight milesl>^ an hour, and it continued for a 
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long time ; so that it broke away immense mass(?s 
of the bank, which, every now and tlicr), came 
tumbling down with a tremendous roar into 
tlie Nile. 

“ Our observations were made on shore, where 
wx' landed to examine more particularly this sin- 
gular phenomenon. The river was discoloured 
by it as far down as Cairo, and Mr. Macardlc, 
on asking one of tbe natives the cause, was in- 
geniously told that a mountain of argillaceous 
earth must have been brought down from the 
mountains of the lied Sea : which was not very 
far from the fact. AVc had two other curious 
adventures on the Nile : the one w as being lobbed 
in the night, of brass cans and tea-kettle, pipe, 
mouth-j)icces, &c., whicb actually lay between 
my scryjint Alii and Mr. Ross’s dragoman, sleep- 
ing v/ith arms by their side outside the cabin, 
beside the whole crew, and ourselves also on 
board ; one article was a ‘basin for washing the 
feet, a foot and a half in iliaineter, with water 
in it, w'hich the robber, or robbei’s, coolly carried 
up the bank before they cjuptied it of its con- 
tents. We were awakened at la'jt by the firing 
of a gun, which Mr. Ross’s dragoman i aimed at 
one of the thieves returning for fi'Csh plunder to 
the boat. The third adventure wlis, having the 
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■good fortune to save three boys from drowning 
in the night. They were sailing towards As- 
souan, with an old man, when the boat was upset ; 
the old man was drowned, and the young ones 
clung, almost starved to death, to the floating 
wreck, when we had the good chance to hear 
their cries and to save them. 

*• Your’s, &c. . H. S.” 

I'llOM TirE SAME TO W'lLLIAM HAMILTON, ESQ. 

“ Alexandria, Nov. 18:21. 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ I send home on this occasion an official letter, 
including a note from the Pasha’s confidential 
interprctei', to request that the Government will 
do him the favour to furnish him with two fri- 
gates ; and as he expressed himself, in his con- 
versation with me, very eamestly on the subject, 

I have to beg you w'ill have the kindness to give 
your powerful assistance towards obtaining the ob- 
ject required. The payment is certain in either 
of the ways that he proposes ; b''t, perhaps, that by 
Malta might be most expeditious, as the supply 
of corn annually furnished to that island amounts 
to a very cons’dcrable sum, which is alw.ays 
paid in dollars. His Highness specifies the Tagus, 
from the circumt tance of his having been on board 
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that frigate about two years back, when she was 
commanded by Captain Dundas, at which period 
nothing could be more admirable than the beau- 
tiful order in wliich she was kept ; but I have to 
observe, that he would jirefer having them of a 
largei’ class. 

“ The reason why the idea of frigates on the new 
Americaik construction came into his head, was, 
from his having seen a French frigate of that con- 
struction at this poi’t, which certainly was a very 
fine ship. When bis Highness spoke to me on the 
subject, I I’oprcsented to him, that ships of this 
last siiccics were rarely built in England, and it 
was then that he reidied, he should be eipially 
well pleased if they were like the Tagus, or 
larger : for, as he was most anxiotis to liave them 
as quickly as possible, he should dislike the neces- 
sity of waiting for their being built. 

“ Of course you will perfectly understand, that 
though he do('s not wish to have them new, he 
wishes to have them as good as new ; and, as ap- 
pearance goes so I’ar with the Turks, you will be 
aware, should the Government comply with his 
request, how important it will be to have them 
handsome vessels, and sent out fii perfect order, 
so as to please at first sight. ** * * Our 

tranquillity, and even personal sjcurity, now so 
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much rests upon keeping on good terras with the 
ruling powers, that I trust his^ Highness’s request 
will not be refused, and I rely much on your 
friendship in getting over any difficulties which 
may he started. * * * You will easily per- 

ceive, by what I write, how much I have this 
alfair at heart, being persuaded of the grcjit im- 
portance of the result in kcejring up a good un- 
derstanding with the Pasha. He expects it from 
the fricndsliip of our Government, and, should it 
bo refused, will be severely disappointed ; and 
should the French Government sanction a similar 
request sent to them, it will completely give them 
the ascendancy here, their new Consul-General, 
Drovetti, knowing well how to make the most of 
such a business. Believe me, my dear Sir, 

“ Yimr's, See. H. S. 

“ P. S. I fear I have made a mistake in the 
address of my letter to the Earl Londonderry 
instead of Mar<iuis, which I hope you will get 
excused, as it is painful to nie to recopy the 
letter, having just recovered fn . a severe typhus 
fever, which.has left me very weak.” 


“ To William Hamilton, Esq. &c. &c. &c.” 



JR2 TllK UFK OF 

RXTKACT or A ItHTTKU FROM THE SAME TO 
inNOIIyfM RICHARDS, ESQ. 

“ Alfxiindriii, Oct. ;>tli, 1821. 

“ My dear Richards, 

« » » * [ Ijy. ft-oin England, that 

Bclzfini j)orsuadcs the good jteojtle at home, that 
all my collection belongs to him. I do not wish to 
oppose myself to one who can be capable of such 
conduct ; l)Ut think it right to send you a copy of 
our final agreement, which you will find enclosed; 
and I also send on this occasion to Mr. Hamilton, 
whom I am ha])py to find iigain in England, a 
short statement t of all that passed between me 
.and the said J5elzoni, that it may be seen by the 
Trustees of the British Museum, and by some of 
my particular friends. 

“ I think of coming to England in the spring, 
should there be no war with Turkey, to finish my 
affairs with tlu' Museum ; but you must not 
rely on my having left Egy])t until you actually 
see me. 

“ My lady, some short time back, was S9,fely 
delivered of a fine girl, wdio is 'veil, thank God, 
and % charming child, beautiful u',v an angel, and 


t These two documents have been /Already given. 
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very engaging : we have named her Geoi^na 
Henrietta Annesley Salt, in compliment to her 
godfather, the Earl of Mountnoriis. It is a long 
time since I heard from you, which I attribute to 
your supposing me absent from Egypt. 

« Your’s, &c. H. S.” 

FROM THE SAME TO MISS HALLS. 

“ Alcxandriii, Sept. :ind, 18:^52. 

“ My dear Niece, 

. " I am almost afraid you wjU have given me 
up in despair before the receipt of tliis letter, and 
I have but little to plead in my defence. Your 
letter reached me at Philoe, above the cataracts, 
and this prevented my answering it immediately, 
and then, on my return, I had another of my 
blessed attacks of illness, which kept me to my 
chamber for a month ; and since the old story 
of procrastination has crept upon me, and so, from 
day to day, I have been wanting in duty to my- 
self and to you. 

“ I must first express my delight at hearing 
of ypur brotJier Tom’s promotion to the police 
magistracy, a past in every way so well adapted 
to his talents au'd character. * * * It is a 

situation, whici^ had I not been Consul here, 
would* have exactly suited me ; but as it is, I 


VOL. II. 
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have also the pleasure of ‘ sitting in judgement,’ 
for the magisterial ’part of our business in Egypt 
is of considerable importance, scarcely a day pass- 
ing over my head that I have not to decide upon 
some disj)ute, settle some commercial controversy, 
or pronounce judgement on some delincjncnt, oc- 
casionally for serious olTcnccs. 

“ You must know, that the office of Consul in 
Turkey is very different from wliat it is in Eu- 
rope ; for ever^ stranger, in civilized dbuntries, 
being subject to the laws of the state he lives under, 
the Consul has nothing to do but to sign passports, 
regulate shii)s’ i)apers, and use his interferenc'c 
with the local government in cases where the 
terms of tlie treaty arc not complied with ; while, 
on the contrary, in these barbarous regions tlie 
Consuls arc a sort of Kings. Every Consulate 
here is a little Government, and all those residing 
in the country arc considered to be under its ex- 
clusive ])rotection. Once in a way, indeed, the 
Pasha does presume, on any enormous ciime be- 
ing committed, as killing one of his officers, or 
such like offence, to cut off an European’s head ; 
but otherwise, he leaves every thing that concerns 
our subjects (for so they arc alw,ays called) to our 
V-'iscr jurisdiction ; so that we In^ve to try causes 
for murder, assault, and robbery/; and to decide 
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between contending parties, where hundreds of 
thousands of piastres (a piastrq is about fourpence 
halfpenny in value) are concerned. 

I have, at Cairo, about three hundred of said 
subjects, Maltese, lonians, See, See. and tliere arc 
about as many more at Alexandria, who prin- 
cipally are under the rule of the Consul, Mr, Lee, 
but who liavc a right of appeal to iny superior 
‘ worsliip’ (as Dr. Richardson, in his Travels, 
calls me) at Cairo. It is a strange system, and 
one that was certainly never in :the contemplation 
of the Government at home, so that no regu- 
lations nor proper rnh's for our guidance have ever 
been laid down. We do our best, sometimes pro- 
ceeding as far as iin])risonmcnt, fining, and whip- 
ping; but you may be sure we never, however 
hardened the cTiininal, or however terrible the 
offence, proceed to the extremity of hanging. 
What is chiefly to be i*egrcttcd is, that even in 
atrocious cases, as murder, &c. there is no pro- 
vision for punishing the offender, as an indictment 
will not lie in England for cr» r.es committed in 
Turkey, it I'cver having come into contemplation 
that the government of*any country would yield 
so far as to give up all right over the persons of 
strangers residin j in its territory. You may ima- 
gine, under such circumstances, that my life. is. 

Q 2 
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not one of idleness ; the little time I have to spare 
besides, is si)cnt in.j)oring over Greek manuscripts, 
and in the study of Egyptian antic^uities, in which, 
as you know the sort of burrowing faculty I pos- 
sess, like that of a mole under ground, you will 
not be surprised at my having made considerable 
progress. * * * 

“ One of the most painftil subjects of regret that 
my situation entails upon me, is the little prospect 
I have of ever joining our old circle ; yet, for a 
short time at least, I do not despair of accom- 
plishing it. The unsettled state of affairs in 
Turkey prevented my taking advantage of the 
year’s absence accorded me, so that I still have 
it in reserve, and you may be sure, when once 
out of Egypt, I shall not return to it without 
passing at least a month in Londdh ; and ]3righton 
in case of your being there, shall not certainly l)c 
forgotten. 

“ My marriage, you will be glad to hear, has 
been productive of much happiness to me ; my 
wife is very amiable, and strives, by every means 
in her power, to contribute to our. "domestic fe- 
licity ; while our little child is> for Jier age, an 
angel, full of spirit and intclligeuce, aftd promising 
to be as beautiful as her mother v she is Just six- 
teen months old (on the 1st of Clctober), is named 
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Henrietta Georgina, has had the vaccine, mea- 
sles, and has no less than sixteen teeth, which is 
a ^ great matter’ for a child to liave got over at so 
early an age. ^ ^ 

Pray rcincinbcr me kindly to Julia and her 
husband, and the rest of your family, and believe 
me, with great truth, 

. “ Vour sincere and affectionate friend, 

II. S.” 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Unsettled state of Turkey. — ('ritieal situation of the I’asha 
orEf'ypt. — Salt’s I.ettcT on l^istern Jkilitics to Sir Francis 
l)ar^\in. — Another to Mr. Ihiinilton on the like siiliject.-- 
Aeccaint oi‘ the terrible I*^urth(|uake at Aleppo. — Extracts 
from Salt’s Letter to Colonel Leake. — 11 is last Letter to 
till* Author. — Loss of his ]ManusfTipt Work on Abyssinia, 
Egypt, and Arabia. — Amelioration of his health. — Writes 
again to liord Mountnorris on tlu* siiliject of his renewed 
request for leave of absence. — Another Letter to that No- 
bleman. — Salt’s Verses on the Death of his Infant. — Cof- 
fin’s Letters to Salt. 


TifE iinscttlcd state of Turkey in 1822, with 
respect to her Grecian subjects, ami tlie crafty 
policy of Russia, prevented Rlr. Salt from j)iitting 
his intentJon of visiting England into execution ; 
the state of public affairs in these (juaiters not 
only retpiiring liis immediate })resence in Egypt, 
but the exertion of his utmost vigilance and abi- 
lity to keep matters on a j)caceal)le footing. Tlic 
situation of the Paslia became- extremely critical, 
between his desire to avoid evciything that might 
lead to a rupture with England, ,md his wish, at 
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that period, to give no cause of umbrage to the 
Court of Constantinople, thart could lead it to 
suspect prematurely the deep political game in 
wliich lie had long been engaged. His firmness, 
however, and consummate prudence appear, for a 
time, to have proved successful in smothering the 
embers of dissension, which a breath might have 
blown into a flame ; and, for a season, he managed 
to jireserve the ti’ampiillity of fiis Government. 

I’lie following letter from Mr. Salt to Sir 
Francis Darw in, gives no very flattering pic- 
ture of the justice or policy of the late Emperor 
Alexander. 


“ Alexandria, Sept. IGtli, ISiiiJ. 

“ My DKAii Sill, 

“ I have shamefully delayed answering your 
kind letter ; but the truth is, that my official 
duties daily increase^ since the disturbances be- 
tween Russia and the Porte, which leave me 
little or no time to dedicate to my friends. It 
would give me great delight to see you once 
again in the midst of youi Museum at our be- 
loved city ; but I fear it will be some time be- 
fore I shalHie abje to accomplish my wishes fn 
respect, as there seems, in fact, but little y, ^ 
of aflairs in Turkey being settled for some time 
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to come. Everything has hitherto passed vdcy 
tranquilly in Egypt, owing to the firmness of our 
Pasha ; but we have the misery of seeing daily 
hundreds of poor Greeks, who arrive on board 
the different vessels, passing into a cruel slavery. 
Every nerve has been strained by the European 
inhabitants, rc.sidcnt here, to purchase and pro- 
vide f()r such as happened to come on board Bri- 
tish ships ; but their means have at length failed, 
and we are compelled to give uj) the farther hope 
of assisting tlicm. 

“ Whatever our politicians may think of this 
business in England, it docs appear to me that all 
the European nations have jtlayed but a miserable 
part on the present occasion, and more especially 
the Emj)eror Alexander, the pious, the peace- 
making Emperor, who expressed a wish to see a 
Bible in the hands of each of his subjects, and yet 
has barbarously permitted fojir millions of Chris- 
tians, professing the same faith, and relying ui)on 
him for protection, to be sacrificed to the dia- 
‘fiolical vengeance of the Turk. 

“ It is a fact well known to us, that two years 
before the insurrection broke out, the emissaries 
of Russia were to be found in e\ ery part of the 
Turkish empire, but particularly throughout the 
■’Archipelago, exciting the Greeks,' by every sug- ' 



HENRY SALT. 


W1 


gefiiion that could flatter a brave people, to arms.; 
The Greek , navy — was it not formed under the 
auspices and even banner of J^ussia ? what, then, 
will posterity say of the mighty prince who be- 
trayed them ? A year and a half ago the game 
was in his own hands. Austria was occupied in 
Italy, and would have conceded any proposition 
the Emperor niiglit have made; England was 
employed in arranging her hnanccs, and in bring- 
ing into order her almost rebellious population ; 
and France w'as in too unsettled a state to be able 
to interfere. Then was the moment for Alexander* 
to have moved forward his army, to have taken 
possession of Moldavia and Wallachia, and to have 
presen^d himself at the head of a hundred thousand 
men before Constantinople. The fate of Turkey 
had then been in his hands, and he might have 
evinced his magnanimity by granting that power 
better terms than it merited, and yet have secured 
the independence of Greece. Those insolent mis- 
creants, the Turks, would in such a case have 
been taught a proper respect for the Franks, and-^ 
would havq consented withon. a murmur to such 
wise regidations^ as the European powers might 
have pointjpd ov,t for their guidance; civilization 
might have been gradually introduced, and Chris- 
tians have been respected throughout the Levant. 
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“ But how stands the case at present 2 — Alex- 
ander is universally considered here by the natives 
as a poor spiritless creature, to he bullied out of his 
point by a few threats ; and the Turks have taken 
a high tone that will soon make a residence in the 
Levant scarcely su])portable to a European. And 
what thanks does England get for her kind inter- 
ference? — None; she is, they say, a true trader, 
and knows her commercial interests. 

“ I have lately taken another tour in the ii])per 
country, as far as Assouan, and made some va- 
Jluablc additions to my collection of sketches, 
which is now become pretty extensive. I found 
at Philoc an inscription that had hitherto eluded 
the researches of our travellers, bearing a dedica- 
tion of a small temple to Esculapius. It seems 
to have been originally occasioned by the recovery 
of the son of Ptolemy and Cleopatra Epiphancs 
from some dangerous malady, as he is also men- 
tioned, which is unusual, in the dedication. There 
is undei'it an inscri])tion in hieroglyphics, which 
.evidently corresponds with the Greek ; and from 
this 1 have been able to make out the name of 
the Egyptian Esculajnus in the hieroglyphic cha- 
racters, as also the figure by whi^jh he was repre- 
sented as a divinity. * * * * Pray remenibor 
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inc kindly to the Dean and his family, 8cc. and 
lielieve mo to remain, my dca^ Sir, 

“ Yoiii’s most truly, H. S.” 

“ To Sir Francis Darwin.” 

FROM THE SAME TO WILLIAM HAMILTON, ESQ. 

“ Alexandria, Sej)t. Iltli, I8:i± 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ I beg leave to congratulate you most sin- 
cerely on your accession to tlie liigli post* which 
you now occupy, and feel a pleasure in thinking 
that I may possibly, from youT being so much 
nearer to Egypt, have before long the gratification 
of seeing you. The unsettled state of affaii’s in 
Turkey has hitherto prevented my taking advan- 
tage of the leave of absence you so kindly assisted 
in procuring for me ; but I shoidd hope that we 
are at last approaching the termination of this 
unfortunate business, as my last letter from Lord 
Strangford sjieaks with confidence of peace being 
Hkely to be re-established. 

“ We have felt but little of the shock here in" 
comparison with the other parts of the Levant, 
the Pasha’s conduct towards the Greeks Jiaving 

* ^^r. Ilaniilton'liiid been sent, about six iiiontlis before, 
to Naples in a high diplomatic capacity. — E. 
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been most generous, at the same time that he 
has made extraordinary exertions to serve the 
Porte on this trying oceasion. He assured me 
the other day that he had expedited upwards of 
two millions and a half of dollars within the last 
year. Candia and Cyprus are under his care, 
and in the latter, I understand, h^ has succeeded 
in establishing almost the same tranquillity as in 
Egypt. In Candia he will have more difficulty, 
though he has already despatched four thousand 
men under one of his followers, Hassan Pasha; 
but finally I have no doubt of his success. His 
affairs in Ethiopia go on prosperously ; tlyj coun- 
try as far as Sennaar is perfectly reduced to 
submission, as well as Kordofan, and the next 
campaign will pi’obably add Darfour to his con- 
quests. 

“ Mr. Linant, who travelled for Mr. Bankes, 
has, I am glad to say, safely returned, afto’ hav- 
ing made a complete set of drawings of every ruin 
worth notice from Wadi Haifa to Sennaar. He 
stayed some time at the ruins of Meroe, though 
at the hazard of his life from a tribe of Arabs 
then in rebellion. His notes on the river are 
very complete as far as Sennaar, * he having kept 
along the line of the river for that purpose; so 
that I feel assured his map will prove by far the 
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best' that has hitherto been made I)y any of those 
who have gone up. Frediani, who was employed 
by the Pasha, went mad at Sennaar, and destroy- 
ed all his papers — no great loss to the world. 
Captain Gordon left this in June last, and I have 
heard of his arrival above the second cataract. 
I fear, from what I learn, that he exposes himself 
too much to the sun and damp of the night, as I 
understand he travels and sleeps in an Arab shirt 
only.* I riiuch doubt whether he will be able to 
penetrate beyond the line of territory occupied by 
the Pasha’s troops, as he will certainly, if he 
should attempt it, be taken for a spy ; there is 
no knowing, howevej’, how much may be accom- 
plished by a character so intrepid and devoted to 
its object as his appears to be. •! gave him letters 
for Abden Cacheef at Dongola, and to Ismael 
Pasha at Sennaar, and have authorised him to 
draw upon me for any reasonable sum he may 
stand in need of. You will be glad to hear that 
my remonstrance about Abyssinia, though made 
ip^Stich a way as not in any degree to compromise 

* 'fills intrqiiil and adventurous officer unfortunately 
Qjpcvienced the fate which Mr. Salt had predicted; he had 
been emplcj^cd by the African Association, but, before he 
could afford it any useful information, he was cut off by ill- 
ness in his progress towards the country which formed the 
object of his journey. — E. 
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tlic Government, has had its effect. Since your 

4h; ^ *' 

note, I have of course abstained from all farther 
reference to the subject. 

“ Mr. Linant had the good fortune to purchase 
lor Mr. Bankes, as he passed the island of Ele- 
phanta, a very valuable papyrus, beautifully writ- 
ten and in good preservation, containing a jiortion 
of the last liook of Homer’s Iliad : I have carefully 
collated the three first pages, which I found to 
agree very exactly with the printed text. It can- 
not, I have reason to think, have been wiitten 
much later than the age of Augustus, but may be 
much older. It is likely, as it is the last book, 
that a (late, or some observation of the cojiyist, 
mdy 1)0 found at the conclusion. 

“ I enclose yoi» a copy of a lettei’ just written 
to Colonel Leake, and a letter with a flying seal 
for Sir William Gell, which, if he is at Naples, I 
will thank you to give him, if not, to forw'ard it ; 
I also enclose a short account I have had printed 
here of the earthrjuake at Alei)po. I have since 
seen Mr. Benjamin Barker, who was on the s})ot 
and escaped by a miracle ; he computes th« lives 
lost at twenty-five thousand at, Aleppo. 

John Barker calculates those lost‘at Antioch and 
tli^ villages around at five thousand. The prin- 
cipal shocks were vertical. I beg to be remcm- 
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bered to Mrs. ETatnilton and family, and hope you 
will believe nie 

“ Most truly yours, H. S. 

“ P.S. It is a fact that a Frenchman, who 
lived a hermit near Lady Hester Stanhope, pro- 
phesied the total destruction of Aleppo several 
months before the earthquake took place, and he 
communicated it some months ])reviously to Mr. 
Barker, our Consul, from wdiom I have the ac- 
count.” 

“ To his Excellency William llamiltun, Esq.” 

The following is a translation of the atcounl 
printcul in Italian of the tcrrilde earthquake to 
which Mr. Salt alludes in the preceding letter. 

“ EXTRACTS FROM VARIOUS LETTERS FROM SYRIA. 

“ Aleppo, :I0tli of August, 1822. 

. “ We make you acquainted with the mis- 

m 

fortune that has befallen us. The evening of 
I’uesday the 12th inst. we were visited with 
two or three shocks of earthtjuake, which pro- 
duced no mischief, but in the u’ 'bt of the AVed- 
nesday folloy^ing, about three o clock, being in 
the court-yard qf my country-house, we saw the 
earth convulsed,? and great darkness prevail, ac- 
companied with the most violent wind imaginable, 
and we heard cries and lamentations as if it were 
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the day of judgement. Tliis lasted for a quartev 
^ an hour, when the earthquake ceased, after 
having occasioned destruction to the- houses and 
walls of the city : the few that remain being in 
the most perilous condition. Under the ruins of 
these houses are burled about fifty thousand per- 
sons, Turks, Christians, and .Tews, among them 
Sheik Abdalla cl Razah, head of the Mahometan 
religion, Esra Picciotto, the Austrian Consid, and 
Musa Derian, grand Doverier (head of the Cus- 
tom-house). The greater pairt of the buildings 
for the reception of merchants and travellers were 
destroyed, and all the mosques met with the same 
fate. I am persuaded that it will be a very long 
time before the superb Aleppo can expect to re- 
cover the loss it has now sustained. That city 
has been the principal suflferer from the effects 
of this terrible scourge, although it shouM seem 
that Latakia, Keliz, Huntab, Adelib, Errick, El 
Maarra, Hamma, and all the neighbouring places 
have been almost utterly desolated. 

The whole po]>ulation has taken refuge in the 
fields around the city, exposed to uU the hard.* 
ships of the season, arid trustipg to th.e mercy 
of God, while earthquakes ard perpetually oc- 
curring, and not a habitable place any longer 
.remains ; besides which, nobody has the courage 
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to go over the city/ While I am writingj^ a" 

porter has aiWved from Constantinople with life 

• • 

news that X>arkush • has been buried in the fall 
of the adjacent mountain, and the whole country as 
well as all the inhabitants utterly overwhelmed.” 


Aleppo, 21 3t of August. 

My mind is not sufficiently free to answer 
your acceptable letter, being still, as it were, 
stunned by tlie catastrophe wliich happened to 
us^ during the night of the 13th — 14tJi, which 
in the space of an hour * reduced *the beautiful 
city of Aleppo to a heap of ruins. Providence 
saved me and my family by a miracle. The 
victims of the earthquake are innumerable. For 
these nine days we have been encamped in the 
gardehs in a state of disorder easy to be believed, 
and every now' and then are visited with fresh 
shocks so violent as to make us tremble.” 

“ Latakia, 30tb of August. 

‘‘ The 1.3th instant, about two o’clock at niglit, 

we were. visited by a most terrible earthquake, 

« • • 

which lasted for about eight minutes, and in 
thirteen sjnart f shocks, which succeeded eacli 
other “with great rapidity, ruined one third of 
the houses, inflicted serious injury on about |s 
VOL. n. I* 
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many more, and did more or less mischief to 
dll the remainder. We thank the ‘'Almighty that 
«n so great a misfortune only forty persons lost 
their lives, and about twenty wounded. More- 
over not a cargo is landed that has not sustained 
some considerable damage.” 

KXTJIAOT FROM THE COFY OF A LETTER ADDRESSED 
TO COLO.^EL LEAKE, RV II. SAI,T, ESQ. 

(Enclosed in the preceding.) 

“ Alexandria, September :J2iid, 1822. 

“ My dear Sir, ' 

“ I have the pleasure to acknowledge your 
letter of the 27th of May, and am truly glad 
to find that you have lieen persuaded to accept 
the office of Secretary to the African Association ; 
as it will be very gratifying to me to renew 
our correspondence, and to afford you all the 
information in my power from this quarter. 

“Our friend Mr. Hamilton seems to have, 
made a slight mistake respecting ‘ it being my 
wish that the memoir concerning Bclzoni should 
be published,’ as I perfectly recollect, though 
the copy of my letter is not at hand, that al- 
though I left the power of publi.diing Jt to him, 
should he think it necessary, I expressed myself 
anxious to avoid that ste]), being only desirous' 
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that it should he shown to iny valued patron 
Mr. Yorkc, and others of my, friends in England, 
and also, 1 think, to the Trustees of the British 
Museum, that they might be able to form a fair 
judgment of my conduct towards Belzoni, whose 
ingratitude, I will confess, has given me much 
pain. But a man of his disposition and cha- 
racter, though he may deceive the world for a 
time, as he did me, will sooner or later, unmask 
himself and appear in his true colours. The 
memoir therefore being in your hands, I have 
to request that it should not be published, but 
that you will have the goodness to give it over 
to my agent Bingham Richards, Esq., with in- 
structions in \^riting not to publish it, but with 
permission to show it to any of mi/ friends he may 
think right. 

“ I had the pleasure of seeing Captain Gordon 
at Cairo in April last, when I procured for him a 
iirmaun from the Pasha, to go iqi as far as he 
chose in the ’interior. * * And though I was 

not authorised so to do, I ga' - him* permission, 
knowing how expensive travelling is in (Jiat 
part, and being«witness of his general prudence, 
to draw tipon • me, if necessary, for .any rea- 
sonable sum he might stand in need of, Ireing 
convinced, as I told him, that the Society would 

I’ 2 
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not refuse any necessary assistance in so laudablt' 
a pursuit. 

“ He set off with sanguine expectations from 
Cairo dressed in a common Aral) dress, having 
already acquired as much Arabic as would cnabh' 
him to get on without an interpreter. I have 
since licartl of his arrival at ll'adi Haifa, where 
he was in good health and spirits. The Naya 
Bey stationed at Assouan said, ‘ he was either 
a rogue or some wr// extraordinary character.’ 
m * * unsettled state* of the country 

round the territory occupied by the Pasha’s ar- 
mies, and the danger of being taken* for a spy, 
will render his progress beyond that very doubt- 
ful. I am afraid too that ho exposes himself too 
much to the sun and night air, relying rather 
more than is prudent on the rude health which 
he seems to enjoy ; but men who make up their 
minds to these kind of hazardous enterprises 
must be left pretty much to their own opinion, 
fur it is not by a known rule, or road, that 
success can* be ensured, and every man -prefers 
his owm route to the 'Temple of Fame. * * * 

I have I'orw'arded tlie joui*nal of an American, 
who travelled as a Mahoinedan under the name 
of Mohamed Effendi, to Mr. Bankes, through Mr. 
Hamilton of the Foreign Office, which contains 
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uiiuiy interesting remarks, as far as Sennaar, and 
I have also the journal of an American seaman, 
which I bought for about thirty pounds, who kept 
the course of tlie river all the way to Sennaar. 
This I shall likewise soon be able to send to Mr. 
Bankes. * • * With respect to any plan 

to be adopted by the Society for penetrating into 
the interior above Dongola, or from Sennaar, it 
is dillicult for me to give an opinion. I think, at 
all events, that it would be worth the trial*; but 
the first duties of any one going on the expedf- 
tion, should be (by way of seasoning himself) to 
make accurate asti'onomical observations along the 
course oJ' the river (as far as Sennaar perhaps), 
and in the interior of Kordofan ; that being ac- 
complished (and it would be a great point gained, 
since the Pasha’s tenure of the country is very 
uncertain), it would he for him to judge of the 
practicability, or not, of penetrating farther. II' 
it were seen that he were a person of capacity, 
even the Pasha himself might be glad to favour 
his views, by sending an exi)e(lhion up the Bahr 
el Abiad to* accompany him, or iio might have an 
opportunity of jjoiug with the army to Darfour, 
as I hear the Deftardar uicditates an attack in 
that (juartcr. Great care should be taken in 
furnishing him with proper instruraents, and he 



214 THE LIFE OF 

should be well versed in the use of the circle, as 
there is a great portion of the year when the sex- 
tant is of no avail, owing to the great altitude of 
the sun in a tropical region ; he should have with 
hhn also two correct false horizons, and a small 
tlicodolite to take the bearings of the mountains, 
&c. * * * Ilclicvc me, my dear Sir, 

“ Your’s very truly, H. S.” 

“ To Colonel Leake, Sic. Sec. Sec." 

At the close of this yeiir I received a short 
letter from Mr. Salt. It was tlie last, I believe, 
he ever wrote to me, at least no subsciiuent one . 
ever reached me. In truth we Avere never, 
during his residence in Egypt, very punctual cor- 
I’espondents, for he well knew that most of his 
important letters to others would be submitted to 
my inspection, and that few months could pass 
Avitliout my hearing of his iirocecdings from some 
ijuarter or another. I was myself engaged in the 
pursuit of an arduous and anxious profession, and 
moreover, during several of the latter years of his 
life, I wasdn the expectation of seeing him in 
England almost weekly. I now often regret this 
pSuse in our communications, for I have reason to 
believe that there were moments, in tin; latter 
^riod of his. life, when letters from me might 
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have afforded him some relief and consolation in 
^ the trying bereavements it was his hard fate to 
experience. Our friendship, however, was of a 
nature which neither silence nor ab^nce could 
shake, and* I have the heartfelt satisfaction of 
learning from Mr. Coffin, that only a few months 
preceding his death, he mentioned in conversation 
that Iiis paj)crs were to be sent to me, and at the 
same time, laying Ifis hand on a large manuscript 
before him, he said, “ I’liis contains a work upon 
Ab3«sinin, Egypt, juid Arabia, which has em- 
ployed me for years, and on which I rely for my 
future fame. It is to go to Halls, for he will do 
me justice.” 

This work, with many other papers, was after- 
wards packed uj) in several boxes by him and Mr. 
Coffin, before he quitted Alexandria, on his last 
visit to Cairo, in comi)any with Colonel Craddock, 
and he gave Coffin directions to see them forward- 
ed to me. On his return, however, to the foi'iner 
place, Mr. Salt was seized with the fatal attack 
which terminated his earthly career, and was hur- 
ried away, by his medical adv’sors on a voyage 
• • 

up the Nile as the only chance of saving his life. 

In the confusioii that ensued, the boxes were Ibr- 

• • 

gotten, and were unfortunately left neither sealed 
nor directed ; so that when Mr. Coffin, who ac- 
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cornpanied Mr. Salt on his voyage, returned aftei^^ 
the Consul’s decease to Alexandria, he found the", 
papers had been taken from the boxes and scat^ 
tered in cdhfusion cabout the floors of the apart- 
nients.i' 

The following is the letter idluded to alwve. 

Alexandria, Oct. 4th, 18:2:?. 

“ My DiiAK Halls, 

“ I send you a copy of oifi' fir at Alc.randrian 
Gazettv, vvdiicli contains an account of the terrible 
eartliquake at Aleppo and in Syria ; later infelli- 
gence confirms the same, but estimates those killed 
at Aleppo at only tv\'enty-five thousand. * * * 

I have found some paintings in encaustic, ‘ paint- 
ed in wax,' of the Greek School, which are very 
curious. 'I'hey are no doubt fiom the pc'ncil of 
an inlerior artist, but show that the painters had 
then as free a use of the pencil as in modern 
times. How tliey managed to keep up the ne- 
cessary heat J to enable them to use the wax so 
freely, is difficult to imagine. One of these paint- 

f 1 regret ti) .say I Iiave never yet learned any tidings of 
those papers. — E. 

I Fire was probably used in ptepartH'i the materials for 
vnfeiustic painting, or they were iij thein’selves jd' an iuHam- 
niable nature; but there i.s no eertaiiiU of their having been 
at^tually employvd in a hcatni state. — E. 
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'4^ngs on a'rauramy (painted on thin board), is now 
in the British Museum, and Mr. Combe, the 
Keeper of the Works of Art,* would, I am sure, 
have a pleasure in showing it to you. Remember 
me most kindly to your family, and to all friends 
in London, and believe, &c. • 

“ Your’s, H. S. 

“ P. S. Perhai)s you may mention the encaus- 
tic painting to Mr. Fuseli : I am sure it would in- 
terest him.” 

“ .r. .[. Ilall.s lisq.” 


During the latter part of this year Mr. Salt 
seems to have enjoyed a longer exemption from 
bodily pain and suffering than he had for a long 
time experienced, as on the 4th of December 
1822, he writes to his friend Richards in these 
terms. “ I am happy to tell you that my health 
is much ameliorated. Since .June I have really 
enjhyed ^ood health, such as I cannot boast of 
having had for some years. It seems to me that 
the fever I had at Alexandw'a, and its conse- 

(piences, lujve relievctl my mind a's well as body, 

• • 

from an opiu’ession under which I had for some 
time laboxu’ed. ^ My lady is likely in May nekt 
to bring me an addition to our family. My 
eldest girl is one of the handsomest and most 
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engaging children I have ever seen. Remember 
us kindly to your lady, and believe me, &c. 

. “ H. S.” 

With the exception of a few short letters writ- 
ten upon his private affairs, which afford no 
account of his gcnetal proceedings, Mr. Salt ap- 
pears to have forwarded no letters to his friends 
in England till after the middle of the year 1823, 
when he addressed the annexed to the Earl of 
Mountnorris. 

“ Alexandria, August lath, 182il. 

“ My DEAll LoKI), 

“ I cannot now sit down to answer your long, 
kind, and very interesting letter, the receipt of 
which gave me the most heartfelt pleasure. The 
l)rcscnt is only to mention that I have again 
written, tlirough Mr. Yorke, to get iny leave of 
absence for a year accorded by Mr. Canning, 
for the purpose of settling my private affairs, 
as it has not hitherto been [lossiblc for me to 
avail myself of the tnic granted by the Marquis 
of Londonderry, owing to the unsettled state of 
matters at Constantinople, and the imminent 
pi’ospect at that time of a rupture with the 
Russians. For the pre,sent‘ all tnought of such 
n war seems to be laid aside, and as Mr. Briggs 
will be here soon, to whom 1 can confide the 
Consulate, I am anxious to be able to leave. 
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Egypt in the spripg. My health, thank God, 
• is pretty good, and I feel that I could enjoy the 
company of my friends, whom I shall see pro- 
bably for the last time, as there is no chaitee, 
I fancy, of my ever being able to live in England ; 
all I can hope for being a retreat, some day or 
other, should my life be spared, in Italy. 

“ Have the goodness, therefore, to assist my 
views about the year’s leave of absence with Mr. 
Canning. I intend to leave my family at Leg- 
horn, but this depends on circumstances. 

“ Voiir’s, &e. H. S.” 

“ P. S. I hope that Lord Valentia has reeeived 
. the few coins I sent him by Captain Hazlewood, 
vUl Hull. I have a few others, tolerably good, 
in bronze. I have begun tJic collection of Nile 
sliells for you, of which I have as yet got only 
three kinds. I will shortly send them, with some 
minerals from near the lied Sea, and other things 
which you desire. H. S.” 

•• To till) Earl of Mountnorris.’’ 


The leajre of ahsence now apj lied for by Mr. 
Salt was readily granted by Mr. Canning, and 
forwarded, to Egypt, but the severe domestic 
calamities which awaited him, a return of his 
ill-healtli, and the disturbed state of public aifairs, 
^ain prevented the Consul from availing himself 
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of the peruiission he had obtained to revisit his 
native country ; artd the leave of absence re- 
mained unemployed in his ])osscssion till the 
day of his death. In the preceding year Mr. 
Salt had written to Mr. Coffin in Abyssinia, and 
had sent him a farther portion of the money that 
had been placed in his hands by the Earl of 
Mountnorris for his occasional relief. I’lie letter 
and money reached Mr. Coffin at Adowa, who ac- 
knowledged their safe arrival in two letters, which 
were enclosed by Mr. Salt in the following to his 
Lordship. 


TO THE EAlli. or MODNTNORXIIS. 

“ (‘tiins November , 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ I have great pleasure in sending you two 
letters just received Iroin (Juffin, or rather copies 
of them, as the originals would prohahly puzzle 
you as miicli as they have done ine.'^ I am Just 
on the point ol* setting out with the Pasha to 

Mr. luid S(» nearly »bri>:otten lilnglisli tliat, when 

he Jirst arrived at Cairo in after a resider.ee in Abys- 

sinia of ^seventeen yeiirs, he was unal)le to make himself in- 
telligible. He understood what was said^lo him in lingllsh 
tolerably, but could not recollect words enough to make a 
reply ; he recovered, however, the partial use ol‘ his language 
m a surprisingly short time. — E. 
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see his ncw-disciplincd trooj)s, which are stationed 
hi tlio upper provinces. He .and I continue on 
the best terms. I have lately made a cheap 
purchase for you of a collection of specimens of 
the granite about the cataracts, many of which 
have been cut and polished scientifically, and 
these I shall soon exj)cdite to England. I have 
not yet heard whether Loi’d Valcntia received his 
few gold coins, which went by a vessel bound for 
Hull from Alexandria. 

“ ^ly health continues pretty good, and my 
darling little girl now begins to improve ajjace : 
she is a very lovely child. We had the misfor- 
tune to lose a little gii-1 in March last, who lived 
only sixteen days. My lady, however, is {\gain 
in the family-way, so that by next April I hope 
we may l)e lavoured with a boy. You always 
smiled at my poetry, Init I think you will lje 
pleased witli the following lines, written a few 
days after the death of fny little girl. , 

“ TO THE MEMOUY OF SALT, A .'I IS^'ANT BOHN ON 

THE TENTH ASM) BURIED ON THE V^ENTy-SIXTH OF 

aMi^RCii 18:55. 

( I rand Cairo. 

“ DEAH^sulFtTiiig child, to thcc it was not given 
“ To breathe the balmy fragrance of’ the spring, 

“ Nor view, at morn, reviving nature's bloom: 

“ Open’d thine eyes in ago:iy, not to know 
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“ T 1 i 3 ^ woopiiif^ parents : nor a mother’s care, 

“ Nor all tlie foiuhanxicty of friends, 

C’ould save tliy <\ishM-for life. Sweet angel now, 

“ fSo to thy father’s inward sense tlion seeni’sl) 

“ Lil’t iij) tliy little hands before (lod’s throne 
“ And ask for us that bliss thou there enjpy’st.” 

“ I will write to you immediately on my re- 
turn, till when believe me 

“ Ever truly your’s, H. S.” 

“ To the Eiirl of Mountnorris.” 

MU. coffin’s letter inclosed in tiif- preceding. 

“ A (Iowa, May 28, 4823. 

•“ Sir, 

“ I received yodr letter dated November 2.5th 
1822, conveying the sum of sixty dollars, which 
I hojic God may rejiay with sixty camels’ loads, 
for I was in great distress on tlic arrival of it. 
Sir, you mention having received two ancient 
coins of Abyssinia, that Werkic gave you ; I shall 
try all in my power to get you as many more as 
I cay, and send them tfl you; or anything else 
that may please you. I shall come to you my- 
self, if it may please God to let me reach you, in 
the course of six months Sftcr this. Jf you tliink 
proper, please to send me word , by the first op- 
portunity; for there is nothing but wars and 
•troubles in this country for the last seven years 
ip^t. I' have been taken five times in their 
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battles.* Had T only got five hundred soldiers 
of our countrymen, we ‘might take all the country 
hat the Has formerly governed. The servant 
girl Cullum, belonging to Pearce, arrived here 
safe with Werkie, and is a very great lady in 
Adowa. — N. Ji. Werkie sends his salaams to you, 
and believe me to be your most humble servant, 

“W. *H. Coffin," 

“ II. Salt, Esq.” 

“ .Adowa, May 28, I82J). 

Sir, 

‘‘ Ayto Subegadis received your spy-glass and 
was very much pleased with it. He also begs 
me to send you this, telling you he will forward 
you some elephants’ teeth and a mule soon after 
this. He also begs me to tell you to send him 
some crystals, or anything else you think will 
please him. Sir, if you send him anything, send it 
to the care of Werkie ; or anything else that you 

m 

may send to me, send it to the care of Ayto 
Werkie, Adowa.# Your most humble servant, 

» 'ir. H. Coffin,” 

“ II. Salt, Esq.” 

^ * And ho might have added, received several severe 
wounds in difFerentaactions. How he recovered from some 
of them, the Scars of wlih’h he showed me w hen in England, 
in such .a country as Abyssinia, and without surgical aid, i 
cannot conceive. — E. 
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* ADDED BY ME. .SALT TO^ THE PRECEDING. 

« 

“ My dear Lord, 

^ » 

“ Tliis is the second portion of yonr present 
that Coffin has received, and you may be assured 
I will continue to let him have what is necessary, 
and to provide for him, in some way or other, 
should he confe here. If he sends any co^s, they 
shall of course lx; for you. I will soon forward 
him a ])assport, as I did to Pcai^pe, and as I have 
managed to establish a regular agcij^t at Jidda, 
that is, one acknowledged by the Turkish Gro- 
vernor having the Pasha’s T3ayux’d6, I feel as- 
sured he will get here in safety. I do not know 
whether I mentioned to you that, as Werkie • 
went hence, he was taken by the Tor Arabs, who 
were fools enough to rebel against the Pasha ; but 
the moment they found he was under British pro- 
tection the^' sent him back, with every article he 
had, safe to the beach opposite Suez, where toy 
agent old Mandi, whom you reAcmber, received 
him. H. S.” 


“ The Earl of Mountnorris.” 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Mr. Jalt*s^severe trials in the year 18^4. — Death of his Wife 
in child-birth. — Particulars of that event in a letter to his 
sister, Mrs. Morgan. — Salt thinks of visiting Europe. — 
Composes a pocm^entitled Egypt.” — Sends to England 

for publicat^n an essay on Hieroglyphics. — His letters to 
Mr. Richards. — Epistle to Mr. Hamilton on the subject 
< of Champollion’s explanations of the hieroglyphics. — ^Mys- 
teries of Egyptian lore. — Further letters to Mr. Richards. 
— Letter to Miss Jane F. Morgan. — Salt's collection of 
Antiquities at Leghorn. — Letter on the subject of an offer 
for them by the King of France. 


The year 1824 proved one of severe trial to 
Mr. Salt, and the melancholy events which ra- 
.pidl^ succeeded each other, in the short space of a 
few months, were enough io have overthi^:$vn a 
sterner mind and less affectionate disposition th^llFr. 
he possessed. The complaint which had so loi^^ 
plreyed on hi^ constitution had weakened his 
dilf and, perhaps^ impaired his mentel energ|p|^. . 
itnd many Vexatious circumstanc’es, .^}|^ com- ' 
binec^o harass and distress his fe^^gs, i^ 
prepared him for, the heavy calamitielVith 


volMi. 


Q 
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hd was about to be visited. He lost in the spring 
of this year his young and affectionate wife in 
child-birth ; her infant died a short time after, 
and, in a few months his valued and excellent 
friend Mr. Lee, the Consul in Alexandria, was 
added to the melancholy list. 

These scenes of affliction will be best told by, 
the annexed letters, written to several of his 
friends at this sad period, and will serve to show 
the amiable feelings of his heart, and the patient 
resignation with which he submitted to these 
severe bereavements. The first account of Mi*s. 
Salt’s death is contained in the succeeding para- 
graph of a letter to his friend Richards written 
soon after her decease. 


“ 1 am but in a bad state to write, and must, 
' therefore conclude. This you will not wonder at, 
when you hear that it has pleased Almighty God 
to afflict me with the greatest of all calamities — 
my djW, my beloved wife has I)een torn from me, 
a. puerperal fever, five days after child-birth. I 
’^Myself have been and am still very ill ; but bear 
"ttj^as w^ as 1 can, for the sake of my chi^r^l^ 
will, 1 know, feel for me ; no one was ever 


more haj^ than 1 was in the affections o f ^ ’yife > 
^Vjl^i^od’s w^itbe done. Your’s, &c. 8," 

Snd, 1624.” — « To B. Richasds, Esq.” 
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"tnOM THE SAME TO HIS SISl^ER^ MRS. MORGAN. 


Alexandria, June 16th, 1824. 

“ My dear Sister, 

You will probably have heard, before the 
receipt of this, from B. Richards, the sad blow 
with which it has pleased God to afflict me. My 
beloved'wife, after bringing forth a little girl and 
being perfectly well the first day, was seized with 
a puerperal fever on the third, and died on the 
fifth : this happened on the morning of Good 
Friday, and has left me in a state of misery and 
desolation. The dear child, too, is since dead; 
and I have now only my beloved child Georgina, 
three years old, to console me. I was before 


unwell, and have since been very ill, and still 
continue far from well, being much reduced and 
scarcely capable of walking for ten minutes to- 
gether. 


** There were circumstances that attended the 
death of my dear wife which render it ^lilibly a, 

• • in* 

source of affliction. The tyirig-in happened 
^^^.lime of*Tthe plague, (of whijch from two 
dred to two hundred and fifty died daily, 

(the Medical man who attended ' 
was called away, a . few 


d^very, by his wife being i 
^ a 2 
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SO that my wife was left without her usual 
medical aid, it being utterly impossible, with the 
plague in his house, that we could permit him 
to return. Another surgeon came, but was fright- 
ened, thinking we might also be infected, and so 
mistook the comjdaint my wife was attacked 
with for a gastric fever, and his medicines of 
couree hastened the catastroj)he. The child also 
was put to a nurse from necessity, and her child 
died of the plague, which occasioned the removal 
of my little one to another. This second nurse 
had no milk, and it was forced to be given to a 
third : all these changes brought on its death. 

“ The surgeon who first attended my wife died 
himself about twenty days after of the plague, 
and all his family, except the wife who was first 
attacked. Such arc the horrible effects and ra- 
vages of this dreadful malady ! 1 was soon after- 

wards, ‘at great risk, brought down by another 
surgeon, who came to attend me, to Alexandria, 
where I am still remaining. I am now going to 
send away my child Georgina, with her grand- 
mother, whose affliction you may easily concrive^^ 
-to Leghorn, where her other daughter resides, 
an4 I hope myself to be able to leave this for 
Eurqpe towards September. 

Ife is impoadble that any one could die with . 
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more piety and resignation to the will of God 
than my lost angel. Her la^t words were to the 
doctor, who begged her to take comfort, for that 
she would soon recover — ‘ No, I know I shall 
die ; but, sinner as I am, I trust that God will in 
his mercy take me to himself!’ This was after 
recommending dear Georgina and her mother to 
my protection. She was, I assure you, one of the 
most perfect beings I ever knew, her whole happi- 
ness being placed in her husband, mother, and 
child. She had long before her death a presenti- 
ment that she should die young, saying to me 
frequently, ‘ When I am gone, who will take all 
this care of you ?’ And when I have answered 
that she would, I trusted, live long after me, she 
has replied, ‘ No ; I know that I shall die young.’ 
But we must submit to the will of God, since he 
does, no doubt, all for the best. Remember me 
to all friends, and believe me to be, my dear 
Sister, Yours, &c. H. S. 

" P.S. Kind love to Mr. Morgan, who will, I 
am sure, feel for me as much as yourself, who 
know how’thcse things'wcigh me down.” 

‘‘ To Mrs. Morgfin/' 



230 


THE LIFE OF 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE SAME TO ' 
K. RICHARDS, ESQ. 

“ Alexandria, July 3rd, 1824. 

“ Dear Richards, 

* * * * “ Since the change in my family, 

I am only anxious about my cliild, (for the last 
it has pleased God also to take from me,) and 
under all circumstances, should anything occur 
to me, she will not be ill provided for, taking into 
aecount a reversion she is entitled to besides w'hat 
I can leave her. I am considerably better, but 
still in a poor way. The shock has been a dreadful 
one. In itself the loss was enough to have over- 
set a man that loved his wife as I did ; but it was 
also attended and indeed occasioned by circum- 
stances that rendered it doubly difficult to bear. 
Nothing could be more successful than the de- 
livery — both mother and child were well; when 
suddenly her medical attendant. Dr. Cimba, was 
called away by his wife being attacked with the 
plague, then raging at Cairo. On the third day 
some symptoms of fever appeared, when I wrote 
to Cimba, who persuaded by letter another sur- 
geon, Dr. Martini, to visit us. This Ifnan came 
in a state of great alarm, supposing the pla^e 
vra$ in our house, and evidently in his report to 
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Cimba gave a wrong character of the disease ; so 

*rii 

that they both agreed that it Vas a slight gastric 
fever, for which appropriate medicines were or- 
dered. The attack, however, being that of a puer- 
peral fever, these only added to the disease, and, 
on another medical man being called in, it was 
too late to apply the proper remedies. Dr. Cimba 
soon after fell a sacrifice to the plague, as well as 
every member of his family, except the wife; and ; 
thus, through tiie existence of this dreadful n^i- 
lady around, and the difficulty — nay, impossi- 
bility of obtaining good medical aid, my wife fell 
a sacrifice. 

“ Nothing could exceed the resignation and piety 
with which she resigned herself into the hands of 
her Maker. She was indeed a pattern of every- 
thing tliat was good, making her whole happiness 
consist in faithfully discharging the duties of a 
daughter, wife, and mother : at her death she was 
scarcely twenty. * * * My infant child, too, 

fell a victim to the same combination of circum- 
stances ; her nurses were obliged to be repeatedly 
changed, and these changes m ere at last fatal. God 
protect you, deqr Richards, from such a trial ! my 
resignation to his will has alone enabled me to 
over it. “ Yours, &c. Hf .B ”: 
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On the eighth of September 182 |, he 
wrote to Richards,^ and, from a paragraph don- 
tained in the letter, he seems once more to have 
had serious thoughts of visiting Europe. “ I am,” 
: he wi’ites, “ tolerably well recovered, and shall 
leave this for Cairo in a few days, to prepare for 
, my departure to England ; but I am in some 
measure dependent upon Briggs, for I cannot 
trust any one else to supply my place in Alex- 
aqdria. This circumstance may, perhaps, keep 
me in Egypt till the spring.” 

The sudden death of Mr. Lee, however, which 
happened about this period, again forced him 
to postpone his design. To divert his attention 
from the melancholy thoughts that depressed his 
spirits, Mr. Salt this year wrote, and privately 
printed in the Alexandrian press, a descriptive 
poem entitled “ Egypt,” which is given hereafter. 
It is by no means a finished production; but 
the mournful circumstances under which it was 
written, and the meditative and disconsolate 
strain which pervades the poem, it is hoped may 
disarm the severity of criticism. About this ^pe- 
riod, also, he sent over for publication an Essay 
on Hieroglyphics, which he thus notices *in a letter 
to.Mr. Richards : — 
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^ « Alexandria, Sepfc 19th, 1824. 

My dear Richards, * 

“ I have sent home, through the Foreign Office, 
addressed to Mr. Yorke, whom I have requested 
to consign it to you, an Essay on the phonetick 
Hieroglyphics of Young and Champollion, with 
plates; and though I find that,, owing to the 
delay occasioned by my late misfortunes, I have 
been forestalled in many of my observations by a 
recent work of Monsieur Champollion, yet I am 
anxious, for various reasons given in the postscript, 
to get it as quickly as possible to the press. Mr. 
Valpy, the bookseller, might, perhaps, be induced 
to publish it, or to take an interest in it ; but at 
all events I wish it to be immediately printed, even 
should it cost me a hundred and fifty pounds : I 
beg you, therefore, to do me this favour, and 
I will send the necessary funds. Of course I 
should be better pleased to get it printed for 
jiothing ; but, as it is the sort of work that is not 
likely to sell, this is not to be expected. The 

plates should be engraved on stone, which will 

* 

answer adifiirably for such engravings, and the 
text may be priuted in an ordinary way in duo- 
decimo. I* beg you will not let any advice or 
reasoning of friends induce you to delay this com- 
mission : I will in a subsequent letter give you a ' 
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list of those persons and public bodies to whom I 

wish copies to be^ sent. Should L be with 

you, he will do me the favour to correct the en- 
gravings, as he is a perfect master of the hiero- 
glyphics. If an opportunity should occur, you 
may be able to show the MS. to Mr. Bankes, and 
perhajis he may be good enough to give me a few 
notes. I send home by this ship a leather case 

containing duplicate drawings by Mr. L , 

which he left in my hands. lie is indebted to 
me upwards of £100, which I should like to get 
paid ; but I would not on that account keep back 
from him the drawings, so that, if he should desire 
it, you had better make them over to him. 

“ I have had another sad shock in the sudden 
death of my friend Mr. Lee ; his kindness saved 
me in my late cruel afflictions, and I have now 
to render the same good offices to his widow and 
family. Yours, &c. H. S.” 

THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

“ Alexandria, Nov. 6tli, 1824. 

“ My dear Richards, 

“ I have sent you by the Henry, Captain Fen- 
wick, a small box containing fifteen copies of a 
little poem, in each of which I have written the 
Tiame of the friend to whom I wish it to be jpre- 
S^nted. I have also cut them all open^^ 
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ceive it may lighten the duty. 1 have not printed 
it with my^name, but as ‘ a ti^veller,* nor will a 
single copy be sold, as I do not wish to be over- 
hauled by the critics ; you will, therefore, not say 
that you hiow it to be written by me, but leave it 
in dubio. * * * * Pray tell Lord Morton 

that 1 have another fine horse and a mare, the 
latter the tallest of the race I have seen, to send 
him. The Pasha has not yet given me the two 
he said he would, and though, according to the 
old adage, I put ‘ little faith in the promises of 
princes,’ yet I believe they will be forthcoming 
at last. 

“ I see, by your kind letter of the 31st of 
August, that you had not then heard of the 
death of my last little one. I have now only my 
dear Georgina, who is a very chahuing child : 
she is about three years old, very intelligent, and 
much resembling her mother. I have sent her 
with her grandmother, Mrs. Pensa, to Leghorn, 
and they are living with Pietro Santoni and his 
wife, who all doat on the dea/ child: that she 
will be takefr care of 1 have sufficient proof in the 
education of my.beloved wife, who never left her 
mother. You will have heard of the recent shock 
I have had in the death of my friend Mr. Peter 
Le^^onsul in Alexandria, after only ten days’ 
aine fej^ aving a wife and children with little or 
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nothing to live upon : I have before recommended 
them to your kirid offices, if they should have 
need of them. It has seldom happened to any 
one to sec together two such happy families as 
ours were, as far as depended on domestic har- 
mony, and both to be thus broken up ! — Patience ! 
patience ! I am now in possession of the Alex- 
andrian Consulate till a successor sliall be named, 
and find it by no means an agreeable post, the 
duties being more like those of a Bow-street ma- 
gistrate than any other Cliristian office : gales of 
wind daily, and gales among the seamen and 
captains — I have no less than seven seamen in 
prison at this moment. 

“ Yours very truly, H. S. 

" P.S. Captain Chapman is liere, a lively, jdea- 
sant, talkative companion. He will be able, on 
his return, to give you a pretty correct account of 
the difficulties attending the export of cotton, as 
far, at least, as ship-masters arc concerned.” 

“ B. Richards, 

FROM THE SAME TO WILLIAM HAMILTON, ESQ. 

'* Alexandria, Oct. 4th, 1824. 

“My hear Sir, 

“ I have two letters by me which I ''had begun 
for you, but had not tiie heart to go through with : 
blow under which 1 have suffered haviiigg,ren- 
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dered it painful to me to address, al)Ove all, those 
friends who woiild, I know, feel a kind interest 
for me in the midst of my misfortunes. Before 
this time I had hoped to be with you at Naples, 
and to have had the delight of introducing to you 
iny beloved wife ; but God had determined it 
otherwise, and nothing is left to me, but to con- 
tinually deplore her loss. My child too, the only 
one left me, I have been obliged to part ’.vith, 
having thought it right, that she might no lunger 
be exposed to the danger of this detestable coun^ 
try, to send her to Leghorn, where she has hap- 
pily arrived with her grandmother, Madame Pensa, 
and they are now living there with the family of 
Mr. Pietro Santoni, who married ray wife’s sister. 
My little girl is very advanced for her age, being 
only three years old, and promises to be as beau- 
tiful as her mother : may she be but half as good 
and amiable ! 

“ I have, only a few days back, had all my 
wounds torn open afresh, by the sudden death of 
my friend and colleague Mr. Pc sr Lee, to whose 
kind* attentions I owe, in a great measure, iny 
recovery from the deplorable state into which I 
had fallen ;* and I have the misery of seeing Mrs. 
Lee tod five children left almost destitute,^ unless 
the levant Company should provide for thee 
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which has never shown itself very favourable to 
the deceased. I Kave the pain also to lose their 
society, as we have thought it best that they 
should i)rocoed direct to England. So that I now 
feel myself left without any one whom I could look 
to for consolation, in case of need, or whom I could 
call a friend in the country, and, what is very 
annoying, I am by this event compelled to give 
up all thoughts of quitting Egypt for the present, 
notwithstanding that Mr. Canning had confirmed 
my leave of absence, and that a change of climate, 
for a time, had become so necessary to my health. 
Patience ! all is doubtless for the best. 

“ I am happy to tell you, that my affair with 
the British Museum has turned out better than I 
•expected, though the Trustees have behaved shab- 
bUy enough throughout the whole transaction. 
They gave me, some time back, two thousand 
pounds for the whole of my collection ! with the 
excepj^n of the sarcophagus ; but this, I am glad 
to say, I have since sold for two thousand pounds. 
An4*'Mr. Bankes writes me word, that he feels 
certain of getting me from Parliamefit, nexfSes- 
sion, another thousand pounds ; * as he has al- 
ready tried his ground, and finds both Ministers 


, This, as will be hereafter shown, was not obtained.— £. 
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and such Trustees as are in the House, inclined 
to accede to the proposition. * 

“ You will be surprised to hear that I have be- 
come a complete convert to Mons. Champollion 
fils’ system of explaining the hieroglyphics. In 
March last I took up the matter seriously, with 
his ‘Lettre a Mons. Dacier’ before me, and deter- 
mined to see whether there were anything in a 
system that had made so much noise in Europe, 
yet which appeared to me so absurd. As I ad- 
vanced, with all my sketches round me, I soon 
began to find that I had been wrong in ridiculing 
it, and that this phonetic alphabet was not only 
applicable to the Roman and Greek Conquerors of 
the country, but also to the Ethiopian Sovereigns 
who had ruled over Egypt, and I found out the*"' 
names of ‘ Taraka,’ mentioned by Isaiah as ^the 
King, ‘ who came out to fight against Sennacherib,’ 
which is frequent at Meroe, as Mr. Linant after- 
wards showed me, and those of Sabaco, the So of 
Scripture, and Zerah, as well as many of the 
names of. its ancient kings, as cliose of Neebao- 
PsammiticuS, Ochyras, Osorchon, Amenummee, 
Amenoth, Rameses Me Amun, and ' Rameses 
Thothmosil, besides several names of their Queens. 

** I also found clear proof, in the hieroglyphics 
of a mummy case with Greek inscriptions, nowi 
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the Museum, that the phonetic alphabet applied 
to names of priva(te individuals, there being the 
name of ‘ Soter* clearly to Ije made out upon it, 
and three times repeated under the name of 
Osiris, as Dr. Young had su^ested the names of 
individuals to be found in most papyri, which 
corresponds to the Greek name of the dece^^d 
whose mummy it contained, the inscription run- 
ning thus, Ko§i>fi}jov UoKk/ov [Mjrgos ipiKovros 

agxfifi' I olso found it applied to the 

gods, from many names of different deities col- 
lected in Upper Egypt ; and especially to one 
which I had ascertained to belong to the Egyptian 
Esculapius Ipowrof, as was proved by a correspond- 
ing Greek inscription, which was discovered by 
'*'me in the fa 9 ade of a small temple I excavated at 
Philoe. 

“ These discoveries led me to draw up a short 
essay on the subject, which was finished as to the 
matter, but wanted recopying and correcting, pre- 
viously to my illness and misfortunes. In the 
mean time 1 find that Mons. Champollio^ fils has ' 
published his ‘ Precis du Systeme Hiefdglyphique,’ 
See. and forestalled a great part- of my observa- 
tions ; but, as we arrived at the same cooclusions^ 
such different modes of deduction, mine 
l^g: entirely drawn from my own sketches and 
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observations on the spot, it seeing' -td 
strong a confirmation of the ^cniirectness of Ixil^ 
the one and the other, that I have determined to 
persist in the publication, and I have therefore 
sent it home to be printed, and will not &il to 
direct my agent to send you a copy as soon as it 
is out of the press. .. . 

Our Pasha is getting deeply engaged 
affair of the Greeks. He has expedited hence 
twenty thousand men for the Morea. They have 
met with the Capitan Pasha since, after liis defeat 
at Samos, and are gone to renew the attack. I 
begin to suspect that our Great Man is deceived 
in the idea he entertains of his influence at the 
Porte, and that he is, like so many others, only 
cajoled by it to his ruin.* 

The cotton is become a great article of export 
hence. This year no less than one hundred thou- 
sand cantars, which at fifteen three quarters dol- 
lars per cantar, gives him the sum of one million 
and a half of dollars. These form the principal 
funds for the Greek War. We aave now several 

* yhe Paslia was probably still waiting for a favourable 
opportunity, which h^sat length occurred, of striking a deci^'_ 
^sive blow at the Ottoman Government. Former experien^ 
Inust have' taught him to place but sm^ll reliance on thet^^ 
good faith or amicable feeling entertained towards him b^ 
the C<wt of ConiilaAtinople.— £. 

' voirsi. 1 ' R 
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Bn^b^^hottses settled here, and the affairs of the 
dbisulate in Alexandria are become of consider- 
able importance ; hence I have found it necessary, 
pro interim, to take upon myself the duties of the 
office. The Levant Company is considered here 
as on the point of being dissolved. I do not know 
how far this may be true ; but it is certainly a most 
oj^essive tax on the merchants, and of no earthty 
advantage. Pray let me have the pleasuire of 
hearing from you when you have leisure. If you 
knc!w how much pleasure your Notes afford, you 
would not confine yourself to such smdl paper. 
Believe me, my dear Sir, 

" Yours most truly, H. 8. 

P. S. October 9th. Since writing this letter 
1 have found a rough copy of part of my private 
letter written to you, 8th of March 1824, from 
Cairo. Fray did you receive it? If so, I will 
thank you to let me have a copy of it, as it proves 
the fact of my having discovered the application 
of the phonetic alphabet, to the names of thb gdds 
and ancient kings, prior to ChampoUion’s las# 
work having reached Egypt; about' which •sonte 
'^People may be kind enough to<express a d<^t. 
Excuse the repetitions in this letter, a& { had tnv^ 
laid the letter of the 8th, and forgot its cpntaits. 

V . « TJ 

^l^buj^xcellency William HamOton» 




tiiHinr sAtm 

* 

The work on the tmotiethrllp 


in the above letter, was pnbliahM in LondtMk.i^ 
the following year, and ^oi^h it does 
extent, exceed sixty octavo pages, must have b<t^^ 
the result of great perseverance and labonddsf 
enquiry. It is unfortunate, for the cause' 
Eigyptian lore, that three such individuals as-'fra^ 
Young, Mons. Champollion, and Mr. Salt, 
have all perished in the coinrse of a few yean^^ 
and at a period when the true light appeared to'" 
be dawning on the mysterious objects of thdnf 
research. They seem, however, to have discovert*^ 
ed the genuine road which ultimately may Ifead 
others to follow in their footsteps, with happier 

It 

fortune and more complete success. 

The publication of his work on the phonetic" 
alphabet produced, as Mr. Salt had anticipated^ 
np emolument, indeed he must have been a con-- 
siderable loser by the undertaking, not only from 
the unsaleable nature of the work, but also from 


the liberality he evinced in presenting early coines 
^to various learned societies, and to those among 
lib acquaintance and fnends who h^. conceived ' 
would take ano interest in the s^ect of 
volume. In other respects it appears, by m 
' aonfsxed letter to Mr. Richards, that the pi^Hm- 
ti(dk«0bided>^^ considerable 



rill in which stmie 

^Pl^s friends seem to have ‘exposed thamselvra 
the occasion. The letter, however, gives but 


melancholy view of the depressed state of hia-, 
$ind. 


^ v- “ Alexandria, June 18th, 1825.- 

“ Dear Richards, 

. "have just received your interesting letter 
lip to the 6th of May, and am truly grateful 
the pains you have taken about my Essay/^' 
Hieroglyphics^ and, as I know myself the trouble.' 
of these things, am fully sensible of the obligations 
I owe you. I can scarcely venture to tell you the 
effect one or two of your expressions produced diii 
me, so nervous still is my frame. But the cir- 
cumstance of * * * and the kind manner 

ip which Mr. Yorke speaks of me, compli^ely 
overpowered me, and for some hours I was 
tacked with one of those convulsive fits which all 


'w^den pains or pleasures now inflict upon me* 
Yet :do not think that I am in ill-health; on thie 
coiiM;raiy,^I am in body sound, and am growii^-. 
unpleasantly fat, — but the wound is ^ithih.' 


iks to the thousand pounds, 1 am in 
1 $^. money, thank God ; and whethelr I h^^ 
fdudl pot be a bit more mlsiBrab^-^ ‘ 



"ik *. Vj*- 





“ I 

^ope^ and your letter has opened 
of a penMon, however moderate- it iD|ght .h^'$ 
the thing, if my friends mcert- themselves^-^i 
perhaps be brought about. In Egypt, 
..ourselves, when the Consulate of AlexandrU' 
be 'once in the hands of his Majesty, there 
Uttle occasion for two Consuls, especially'i.^ 
the Alexandrian Consulate is filled by Mr. ! 
who is well used to the Turkish diplomacy. 
sides, I might be able to offer a certain 




“ I have collected, and my collection is noiv^ 
L^horn, antiquities to the value of four thoii^l^ 
pounds: the finest collection of papyri existipg^ 
the best assortment of Egyptian bronzes, se,i^^ri^ 
paintings in encaustic, and rich in articles of ^Idl 
and porcelain, — in fine, what would make the:'' 
collection at the Museum th6 choicest, 
world, as an Egyptian collection ; and this I wc^^ 
willingly present at once to the Museum, 


obtain a pension of 600/. like H- 

* This, of course, is a very 


, ^ w 



,_.^iucaUon, and oi 
fijends as ^ 


|p ' co; be mad< 




Could the matt^'h^ 


'r® 


I should be a happy man 

■/ 

, as will be^jdiowns have 
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short term I have to live. 1 have already fortune 
enough for my child ; and, with a certain income, 
I should be able to live somewhere in Italy, or 
. London perhaps, and employ myself in finishing 
my sketches, and in arranging my Notes on 
Egypt, &c. These are probably day-dreams, but 
your being acquainted with my wishes may be 
of use. 

“ I am truly glad Lord Morton seems satisfied 
with the horses ; the letter announcing their ar- 
rival has never reached me — only your cursory 
notice in your letter of the 5th April. I believe 
our accounts are nearly balanced, and am glad 
they do not think I have overcharged, for, to tell 
the truth, the notes containing my account-cur- 
rent have been mislaid, which has much distressed 
me; but, according to my calculation, I believe 
we are about at a just balance. It is well I have 
such persons as Lord Morton to deal with, whose 
handsome treatment throughout this commission 
has been most gratifying to me. 

■** I thought Lord Mountnorris was in Italy ; I 
now .feirward him four copies of my poem. jSfy .. 
cousin Butts’ approbation of it has given me^r^t 
pleasure. Beechey, I think, must have li^ed 
Stanza X. and the following ones, as he was with 
experienced something of the same sensa- 
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tions. I write in haste, as .a ship is on departure. ' 
Your friendship becomes daily, of more value to 
me ; few have begun to be att^hed so early, or 
have so well kept up their regard. 

“ Yours, &c. H. S. 
P.S. I purpose getting to England as soon as 
Mr. Barker is settled here — that might, perhaps, 
be the best occasion to talk aljout a pension ; 
I have now been here, you will recollect, ten years, 
amid pla^io and all sorts of ills.” 

** To B. Richards, Esq.” 

FROM THE SAME TO MISS JANE F. MORGAN. 

“ Alexandria, June 9 th, 1825. 

“ My dear little Girl, 

Your kind and interesting letter from Bangor 
reached me some time ago ; but I have been so 
occupied with the twb Consulates, my own and 
that of Alexandria, since the death of my valuable 
friend Mr. Lee, which took place in September 
last, that I have not had a moment to write to 
my friends. His successor has not yet been ap> 
poin^^ ow\pg to the Consuiites in the Levant 
having been taken into the hands of Government, 
so ^at it }s uncertain when I may be able to get 
away and pay you a visit in dear Old Eng^b^|^[" 
My dear p|iild Georgina, the only one,UyJ|i^^4j^ 
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g^ne with her grandmother, Madame Pensa, to 
Leghorn, where they are living in the same house 
with Madame Pensa’s remaining daughter, Ma- 
dame Pietro Santoni, whose husband is a raer<^ 
chant at Leghorn. My little girl is the darling 
of her relatives, and is taken great care of; I 
hear continually from them, and am delighted to 
receive such good accounts of her ; so that I feel 
much happier than if she were remaining here, as 
she is out of the way of plague, fever, ophthalmia, 
and all our blessed disorders. 

" How often do I long to be among my friends 
at Lichfield once more, even for a short time, and 
to see the beautiful spires and to Avander about 
the green fields Avhich I hold so exactly in my 
memory. I hope the great elm in Mr. Levett’s 
field is still standing, and the willow going to 
Stow. Your assurance that the old pear and 
apple trees and mountain-ash arc living, gave me 
great delight. So you have been great travellers 
—my sister gadding about, withoiU her husband 
too ; I see she is like myself, and takes a pleasoi-e 
in observing the beauties of nature believe me^ 
after all I have seen, there is nothing in the world 
that affords such pure and unalloyed Relight. I 
,am truly glad to find that you still remain with 
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my sister,* and that' you contmue so attacbcSl^ 
her. It will add much to my pleasure,' when 
I visit Lichfield, to renew our acquaintance, if you 
^ still remain what my memory pictures you to 
have been as my ‘ little girl.’ But you must all 
expect to find me strangely altered — quite the 
old gentleman of forty-five, with a serious face, 
grey hairs, and an increasing corporation, my^ 
health, for some months hack, having been better 
than it has been for years : besides this, you will 
find me afraid of the cold, very regular and old- 
bachelorlike in iny habits, and fond of having 
everything comfortable about me. In my heart 
and feelings, however, I hope you will find me 
unchanged, still as fond of the simplest pleasures 
as ever, and placing all my happiness in domestic 
comfort. At present I am residing in a gentle- 
man’s family of the name of Thurburn, as I have 
no home in Alexandria, and there is nobody to 
attend to this Consulate but myself. 

" It will be a great pleasure to hear from you 
as often as y<ni will be kind enough to indulge 
me„and pray let me know whether you are tall or 


ihort, thin or 'glump, red-cheeked or pak^ your 
dispositioiv it will be useless to describe,. 
recollect it always to have been one of thb 
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ibe world, and in this respect we seldom change. 
Kind love to my skte|^^nd Mr. Morgan, and i-e- 
membrance to all my l^ends, and believe me, my , 
6^ * little Girl,’ , 

“ Yours very affectionately, H. S.” 

The collection to which Mr. Salt alludes in the 
4)receding letter to Mr. Richards w& Jntrusted to 
the care of his agent at Leghorn, Monsieur San- 
toni, with instructions that, in the event of an 
offer of purchase being made by any of the con- 
tinental governments, he was to give the earliest 
intelligence of it to the Consul. About the same 
time, Mr. Salt in a letter to Mr. Richards says, 

" If you wish to know anything respecting my 
collection at Leghorn, write to Santoni, who will 
be able to send you a catalogue ; and if we should 
not succeed in what 1 mentioned in my last, no- 
body is more likely than yourself to get me a 
pui^haser. It would be a great pleasure to me 
that it should go to England; but no more of 
dealing with the British Museum — the Soanes 
are the people for me. Yours, &c,.. S. 

•“ P.S. You are aware of the great great confi- 
reposed in you in my last — not a word 
^\0ia to any one except *#** •**, *as you 
i^%e, Hal!’” 
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The offer here ‘hinted at wds, I believe, nev^ 
in any signified to G^l^fninent, As, in about 
five weeks afterwards, again wrote tO' 

Mr. Richards, as foll^^$ to stop all proceedings, 
there being a greats pi'obability ofiiis being able 
to dispose of his collection on highly advantageous 
terms to the King of France. 


“ July 29th, 1825, Alexandria. 

“ My dear Richards, 

** I have just received notice from Monsieur P. 
Santoni that Monsieur Champollion has been at 
Leghorn to see iny collection, sent by the French 
Government with a view to purchase it ; that he 
was much delighted, and that it is likely to be 
bought at a very advantageous price for my in» 
terest. 1 think it right to apprise you imme^^ 
diately of this, that I may not be compromised itf , 
any offer you might make on my part, through'% 
my friends, to Government, in compliance with ; 
what I have before written to you, as it certainly* ' 
will not be possible for me, what I have 

Suff^d in>. England, to sacrifice my interests^ 
farther with a hope of any advantages that mights 
accrue in that country. Of course being undei^,; 
stood clearly, that if any arrangement . dio 
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,1 shl^ most strictly abide 'and you will in 

that case, and in ‘th^t case only, write to Sentoni \i 
to suspend all treaties for the collection.— This fori, 
your information. 1 send the same in duplicate 
by Leghorn. H. S»” 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

4 “ Alexandria, Nov. 7 th, 1825. 

My dear Richards, 

“ By the present ship I have just time to tell 
you that I shall send you I-iord Morton’s account 
by the next ship, as I have discovered at Cairo all 
rny notes. The only article wanting is a haad- 
• sonie double-ban’elled gun in a case, to be sent 
out, by the first occasion, to Abden Cacheef: this 
I shall enter in njy own account. Fiamingo is 
-just gone up to Cairo to look after a mare which 
the said Abden Cacheef, lately returned from 
Dongola, has promised me. My agent, Santoni, 
is in treaty with the French Government for my 
remaining antiquities at Leghorn, and they seem 
d^^sed to pay a good price : — this between our- 
ajdves. 

’ I hear nothing of the Consul for this place, 
and till his arrival I cannot rnove^ We are 
^rejuii^ at the very judicious act of Govembo^t 
^ i^uiug^t? proclamation of the 4th bC (^c^ber, . 



as OKte situat^n herf. wo^^ave become yeti^^' 
critical had some such not hjien taken. 

. %1^ours, &c. H»S. " 

“ P.S. The new. C||^ular Bill is very coiosola- 
tory, and' particularly to those who have served 
ten years.” 


“ To B. Richards, Esq.' 
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CHAPTER X. 

Salt’s Sufferings under Disease and Sorrow, — Fatigue of 
the two Consulates. — Letters to Miss .Fane Morgan, Mr. 
Richards, and Lord Mountnorris. — Disposal of Salt’s 
Collection of Antiquities to the King of France. — Letter 
on that subject from Signor Santoni. — A troublesome 
Commission. — Letter to Mr. Richards expressive of Salt’s 
desire to go Home. — llis Pleasure at again meeting 
CofHn. — Affecting Incident. — Salt’s last Letter to Mr. 
Richards. — Salt is again attacked by his Malady. — His 
Letter to M. Santoni. — Melancholy Intelligence of Salt’s 
Death, communicated in a Letter from Mr. Tliurburn.— 
Some particulars of his Will. 

In proportion as I approach the period of Mr. 
Salt’s dissolution, my information with respect to 
his proceedings becomes of a more scanty descrip- 
tion, and the few letters of his with which I am 
famished are so short, and mostly so much taken 
up' with matters of a private nature, 'that I should 
hardly have inserted them, had they not furnished 
mfi with nearly the only means 1 possess of carry- 
. u^-OQ the narrative to its melancholy clos&. In 
jilkct,'. ^i^.jduj|ios of the.two Consulates which en- 
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tirel^ devolved upon him, I believe, till very nearly 
the period of his decease, ai)|d the disagreeable 
and worrying nature of his occupations, left him 
but little time for the indulgence of his ftvouiite 
pursuits, and still less to devote to a correspond- 
ence with his friends. Almost all bis last letters 
are addressed to Mr. Richards, and the languor of 
the style, and the faltering hand in which some of 
them are written, seem to evince, too clearly, that 
disease and domestic sorrow had nearly done their 
work on his shattered and exhausted frame. 

He appears, indeed, to have been only anxious 
for the prolongation of life, that he might settle 
his worldly concerns, and be permitted to revisit 
his friends and his relatives in that country which 
he had so faithfully served. In the April of 183C, 
he again wrote to Miss J. Morgan. 


Alexandria, April 10th, 1826. 

" My dear Jane, 

" I have to thank you for your last very agree- 
able letter, and am sorry you stand upon punc- 
tdicrso much as never to write a second without 
hearing from me, as I can assure you that your 
letters affdlrd me great delight, my thoughts being 
often with my friends, and nothing ^ving Hie 
more pleasure than to bear oi thatr ‘vdfium. } 
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am always in. Hopes of getting over to pay-^u a 
visit ; but as yet /pannot get released from the 
(? Alexandrian Consulate, which I have now held 
for a year and a half, as well as my own ; no suc- 
cessor being hitherto appointed to Mr. Lee. This 
ties me down, much against my will, to remain 
where I am. 

Why do not you and iny sister, as I before 
begged you, come and pay me a visit. I have an 
excellent house out of the town, with a garden, 
and could make your visit very agreeable ; and, 
as I before said, pay all expenses that the voyage 
might cost. It is a fancy, at least, that often 
entertains me to think of; but there is no spirit 
now among the young people, as when I was 
young, and so pray tell my sister. Pray does 
Mr. Morgan still go on farming, and how many 
cows does he keep ? I sometimes think of our 
walks to the garden in the fields, and wish I 
were there once again. A walk to Stow Church, 
or Green Hill, or JBorrowcop, would do me an 
infinite deal of good. 

And so you could not understand my little 
work on hieroglyphics ? yet, to tell you the truth, 

1 am not much surprised at it, for, being now en- 
tirely out of the way of such pursuits, I begin 
scarcely to understand them myself— quarrels be- 
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twe^n captains and seamen, and litigations jbe- 
tween merchants, factors, and brokers, are enough *** 
to drive everytliing like literature out of a man’s 
head. My health has been lately not so good as ^ 
it had been, but nothing, serious, only for some 
days I have been obliged to give up wine and 
meat. Upon tlie wliole, however, Alexandria 
agrees with me better than Cairo. Remember 
me kindly to Ressy, Mr. Morgan, and all friends, . 
and believe me, 

Your’s very sincerely, II. S.” 

To Miss Jane F. Morgan.’* 

FEOM THE SAME TO B. IlICTIARDS, ESQ. 

Alexandria, April 10th, 1826. 

My dear Richards, * 

You will have seen before your last could 
reach me, that I had already purchased a mare 
for Lord Morton, and I am sorry to say that 
,since this I am become hurthened with Dongola 
mares. Johanni, whom I sent up to Abden 
Cacheef for S^marc he had promised, has not only 

- • This youlig lady is the niece, by marriage, of Salt’s sis- 
ter Mrs. Morgan. He took much notice of her when a child, 
before he left England, and used to call her “ his little 
She has resiefed with her aunt since she was four years old, 
and during the latter years of his life she kej»t up.i.c»r4S|. 
spondence with him. — E.. ^ f 

VOL. 11. S 
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brought me down two sent as a present by that 
personage, but was also persuaded by him to pur- 
chase a third, for three thousand piastres, from 
one of Adden Cacheef’s people; so that I have 
now, instead of one, na less than four at my dis- 
position, and wliat is worst of all, there is so great 
a scarcity of grain here and of beans, with which 
we feed our animals, that the expense becomes 
very heavy in keeping them : I scarcely, therefore, 
know how to act for the best. As the fine season 
is now set in, and several vessels on departure, I 
think of sending two, the best of course, with 
Giovanni ; and the others, I suppose, I must sell to 
replace the three thousand piastres, so ill-spent, as 
it turns out, by Johauui. Pray eominuiiicate this 
to Lord Morton ; at the same time I fear that 
there will not be time to receive his lordship’s 
answer. I hope that the plan I have thought of 
will be agreeable to him, and that he may at least 
get the mares safe. • 

“ Believe me yours, &c. H. S.” 

WHITTEN ON THE SAME SHEET. 

I 

“ Dear Richards, 

“ In addition to my letters about the Dongolas, 

I have to thank you for the pains taken about my 
little work. The notes you have sent me from 
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niy friends have given me much pleasure. I 
shall he able to send you a few-pages to be added, 
by way of correction, in d short time, which the 
work much wants. 

“ Monsieur Chainpollion le jeiine, who has been 
treating with my friend Santoni, for the King of 
France, about my collection, wliicli I have reason 
to think is nearly concluded to my satisfaction, 
writes ft)llows to Santoni. * Je mo suis fait un 
devoir dc lui (Mr. Salt) r(‘ndro justice entifere, 
quant a scs tiavaux archeologiqiies, dans un de 
nos j)remicres journaux scientifiques.' Now do 
you ha])peu to know in what ‘ Journal’ this is to 
be found? if so, i)ray send it to me. As to the 
criti(|ue you sent me, it cannot be by Chainpollion, 
as you suspected, there being several errors in the 
few observations you quoted to me. , 

Aj you iniist have a balance in your hands 
belonging to me, since Lord Morton has settled, I 
beg you will be good enough to pay it to my 
account at Messrs. Druinmoiurs, as I am likely to 
be pressed for ready cash ; [iray do not delay this, 
as it may Jie of consequence. I have had no 
information, or order, respecting this Consulate, 
and am keiJt in a most unpleasant state of sus- 
pense. .My ten years’ service are now expired, 
and I should he most happy if I could get away 

s 2 
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from this dreadful place, even on my leave of 
absence, but much'inore so on a pension, however 
moderate, if it were possible. * * * .Believe 

me, my dear Richards, 

“ Yours, &c. n. S.” 

^RO^f THE SAME TO THE EAIIL OE MOONTNORRIS. 

“ Alexandria, April lOth, 1826. 

“ My dear Lord, • 

“ I sent you by the ship Vcre, bound to Livpr- 
pool, under the care of a gentleman of tlic name 
of ‘ Joyce,’ who has gone ])assenger with his 
family by tliat ship, a box with some mummies 
of crocodiles, one of wliich is the finest I have 
ever seen. I beg you to accept them, and shortly 
I wjll send something else. I liave every reason 
ty believe that my collection ol’ antiquities at Leg- 
horn has been disposed of much to niy advantage 
to the King of France. I am sorry the treatment 
I received from the Trustees of the British Mu- 
seum, prevented the possibility of my sending this 
fine collection to England. As soon as I know of 
the sale being concluded, I will let you know the 
particulars. 

" Affairs are going on here, as in England, but 
badly. The fall in the price of cotton, and the 
scarcity of the last two inundations, render it diffi- 
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cult for his Highness the Pasha to find money to 
carry on the war with Greece; but somehow or 
otlier, I have no doubt he will raise it for a year 
or two, at least if the war should be continued so 
long. It is said here that Missolonghi is actually 
taken, but we have not got the official news. 
Such an event would hasten the downfall of the 
Gi’ccks, a catastrophe that must sooner or later 
ensRe if they are not assisted by some European 
power. 

“ I am greatly annoyed Ijy hearing nothing of 
an apj)ointnient for the Alexandrian Consulate. 
I am kept lierc much against my will, and to the 
detriment of the service, as the Pasha now stays 
entirely .at Cairo, and is surrounded by French 
agents and partizans. I am living too at a great 
exiicnse, having two establishments to keep up, 
and that without knowing the wishes of the Go- 
vernment, or how I am to be remunerated for the 
same. Wlien I shall be able to get away, God 
only knows ; but I am most anxious, I assure you, 
for the arrival of that happy hour. My ten years 
were concluded in March, so f t now, at feast if 
my friends can assist me, I am entitled to a pen- 
sion ; but J fear it may be difficult to prevail on 
Mr. Canning to do me the favour of letting me 
retire. Surely all that I have suffered and done in 
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Egypt entitle me to this indulgeiiee. It will be 
a happy day whert I can again have the pleasure 
of seeing you in England. lielicvc me, my dear 
Lord, “ Yours, &c. II. S.” 

“ To the Karl of Moumnorris.” 

About the time when the above letters were 
written, intelligence' was received that the collec- 
tion of antiquities alluded to had been finally 
disposed of to the King of France. Mr. Kichards, 
agreeably to the wishes of Mr. Salt, had written 
some time previously to Signor Santoni, to learn 
the particulars of the collection, and the pro- 
gress, if any, that liad lx;en made resi)cctirig 
its sale. To this application, no iniinediale an- 
swer was returned, as Signor Santoni prel'eried 
waiting till the treaty, then actually on foot, 
should be finally coinjileted : as soon, howeveV, 
as this was accomplished, he wrote a letter to 
Mr. Richards, from which the following are trans- 
lated extracts. * *■ 

“ I'did not answer your letter soon.cr because I 
waited till I could say something concerning its 
contents, which I am now enabled to do, and 
have the satisfaction to tell you that the papers 
concerning the sale to his Majesty the King of 
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France of the collection of our dear friend Mr. 
Salt, were signed at Paris on the 18th of Feb- 
ruary. He left this affair entu’cly to my manage- 
ment, and without giving me any distinct orders 
as to price, was nevertheless continually soliciting 
me to complete the sale, writing*to me repeatedly 
that, as long as his ac<[uisitions were placed in 
such a situation as their scientific merit demand- 
ed, he should he content with even less than 
150 thousand francs from the purchaser — say 
one hundred and fifty tliousand. In fact, I have 
now been enabled to obtain for him 250 thou- 
sand francs, pay.ablc, however, in four years, by 
e(|ual yearly instalments, to commence the first 
of July next. 

“ You may imagine my satisfaction in having 
been enabled to j)rocure such an advantage, u])on 
a i)oint of interest, for a friend so tlcar to my 
heart. If Salt had given me to understand that 
he required more than 150 thousand francs, my 

S 

demand would in this case liave exceeded 250 

thousand francs ; and I have no doubt wt' should 

have succeeded, because th collection is most 
^ # 

desirable indeed in its kind. I have moreover 
the pleasure of stating to you that this affair 
has been treated by me, and brought to its 
end, with all possible delicacy, and although the 
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name of Salt did not appear in it, all the 
world knew that ho was in fact the proprietor of 
the museum. 

“ As to the Directors of your Museum, they 
have, ill truth, ooiiductcd themselves very ill, in 
every resjiect, with regard to our friend. Salt 
might w'cll have heen to his own country uliat 
Champollion is to France. His acijuirements 
and talents are, however, known and esteemed 
hy Ibreigners. "I'liey might wc'll have afforded 
to he somew'hat liheral for tlie benefit of one who 
is worthy of the* highest esteem, both on the i)art 
of liLs (iov. 'rnment and of the \\ liole nation, as is 
abundantly proved by his admirable eondiiet in 
the highly conspicuous station wliich he occu- 
j)ies. '*■ , ■** * 

Monsieur CljampolHon anived licre on the 
15th lilt, charged by the King's ministry with 
taking jmssession of the collection ; and 1 have 
executed the consignment accordingly. 

Signed Pir/iuo Santoni. 

Leghorn, April J2, ISiHi.’' 

“ To Mr. hingliam IL’eharch.” 

I 

It is singular that in none of’ his subsequent 
letters, with which I have been furnished, does 
Mr. Salt allude to a transaction that mu.«t, in 
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eveiy respect, have afforded hiifl such heartfelt 
gratification, and which reflects so much honour 
on the liberality and discernment of the Frertch 
Government. Monsieur Champollion, who nego- 
ciated the business wdth Signor Santoni, was un- 
questionably in matters of this nature tlie very 
first man of liis day, and had Ik? not been well 
aware of the value* ol‘ the collection, would 
scarcely have advised* his Government to sjfUction 
so munificent an expenditure. ‘‘ lint they do 
these things, it appears, mud) b(‘tter in France 
than in England.” The following short letter 
from ]\Ir. Salt concludes his correspondence for 
the year. 

-^Vlcxiindria, June JOtli, 18:20. 

“ jVIy DnAK ItlCIIARDS, 

* * **■ ‘‘ I wrote to you before to say I 
have now got Jo/ir IJongola mares, but, as I 
see Lord Morton in his last limits me to o//c 
for his own use, I liave delerminc'd, as the best 
for his interests, and as the least expensive plan, 
to send home oilly two. One. the very fine 
one given to me by Abden Cad.N?ef : the second, 
the one bought for one hundred and fifty dollars 
by Johanqi, which, deducting tlie one huitdrcd 
and ten dollars I had passed to account for a 
mare bought by me, and which I shall, now, 
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retain at a loss/ leaves forty dollars to be added 
to the siccount. The two mares arc to leave 
this pla(;e in about ten days, on board the brig 
Procris, Captain Arnold. I have agreed to pay 
thirty j)ounds foi- each mare: the man to have 
his passage I'rce ; and for the foal the Captain 
is to have five; guineas sliould it arrive safe in 
England, and notbing if it die on the ])as- 
sage. • * . • 

“ The Procris is bound to London. The prin- 
cipal mare has be(!n greatly admired, being very ’ 
high and of the purest breed, black with white 
legs. The other the same, but not so tall. There 
cannot be finer got of the Dongola breed. I trust 
and hope liis lordship will he pleased with this 
arrangement ; if not, the marc he leaves must he 
iznmediately sold for my account. With I’esizect 
to the balance now due to me on this final wind- 
ing-up of the account, I beg you will not press it, 
but leave it entirely to the parties i,. ■ *»le it at 
pleasure. The gufi you sent remains on hai. J, as 
I had been obliged to purchase* another before it 
arrived, as you will see entered into the account 
now sent you : I have also a mare on hand for 
which I shall never get the prite 1 paid for it 
here. But all this is nothing if the gentlemen 
should only be satisfied with what I have done for 
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them. Nothing in my power has been omitted, 
but it has been a coinmissioir attended with many 
difficulties. • 

“ Believe me to be your’s, &c. II. S.” 

I have dwelt more fully upon the above trans- 
action than perhaps its general interest reipiired, 
from a feeling that, in tlic event of any indivi- 
duals in future wisliiug to enter into a like s])ecu- 
lation, the present instance would serve as a good 
criterion to judge of the trouble .ind expense 
attendant on such an uiuk-rtaking. ^Vhcn Mr. 
Salt first engaged in the busines!., he entered u])0u 
it without any idea of private emolument, and, 
indeed, so cautious was he of avoiding every- 
thing that might wear the appearance of gain, 
tliat, as he liiniself confidentially state.s, he was 
H loser by tlic wJiole transaction ; yet, in spite 
of the comparative facilities which his situation 
afibrded him of obtaining the animals, in tlie 
first instance, the total expense of the whole 
commission amounted to * no less a sum than 
£1216. 

I resume m^ narrative, whieJj is now tlraw- 
ing nigh to its melancholy*close. I cannot exactly 
tell whether Mr. Salt was ever relieved from the 
heavy and unpleasant duties of the Alexandiiitn 
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consulate by the appointment of a succesisor to 
the late Mr. Lee; but I should be inclined to 
believe from circumstances, that he continued .to 
perform the functions of both the Consulates till 
nearly the day of his decease ; in which case be 
must have liorne tlic weight of the two offices 
for ujiwards of three years. I never heard that 
he received any remimeratmn during this period, 
for his cncreased services and necessarily aug- 
mented expenditure : but perhaps, had he re- 
turned to England, it might have been the in- 
tention of Government to have taken these cir- 
cumstances into its consideration, and to have 
granted him iK’rmission to I'csign his o'ffieial 
situation on a small retiring pension. Jhit what- 
ever might have been the views of the Ministry in 
these respects, he felt it imjjerative upon him to 
remain at his post, in the absence of every one 
qualihed to discharge the duties of liis situation 
at so critical a period. In May he addressed 
tlie annexed lettt r to IMr. Richards, which gives 
some account of the 'unpleasant predicament in 
which he was placed. 

^ “ Cairo, May 12th, 1827. 

“ My DEAR Richards, 

(t # * * * j have been much annoyed h'f not 
being able to come home, on account of lyy pre- 
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sence here being required during the continuance 
of the Greek war, and I have made this a reason 
to beg from Mr. Canning that, when the war 
shall be once over, I may be permitted to retire 
altogether on the usual allowances. I hope Mr. 
Yorke and other friends will assist me in gaining 
this favour. I am thoroughly tired of Egypt, 
and have a mass of sketches and notes siifhcient 
to amuse me during the rest of niy life, which, 
after what I have undergone, I cannot expect 
to be a long one. Lord Mountnorris has not 
written for a long time, though I have sent him 
different articles. I hope he will assist in obtain- 
ing my leave to retire. At all events I shall 
come over to you the moment alfairs will let me. 

“ ^Ve must exj)C‘ct to pass a stormy summer 
since the arrival of Lord Coclwane among the 
Greeks. Should he attack us at Alexandria, the 
consequences umst be very serious, though I trust 
his Majesty’s ships now stationed tliere through 
my exertions, may bq sufficient to protect his 
Majesty’s liege subjects froin any very i^erious 
mishap. It is by no means >• pleasant Situation 
we are placed in ; nothing can persuade the 
Turks that Lord Cochrane is not acting under 
orders from Government, and, consequently, we 
are all looked upon with an evil eye. I shall 
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be heartily glad when it is over. Egypt is in 
great distress for ifjpney, that is, actual specie. 
Bills are terribly fallen, and the merchants threat- 
ened with general bankruptcy. 

“ Jielieve me yours, &c. 11. S.” 

“'Fn Hin;;liani Ricliartls, Ksq.*' 

About the date of the above letter Mr. Coffin 
arrived at Cairo, with his son, from Abyssinia, 
charged with a mission to England from Sube- 
gadis, tlie Has of Tigre. Mr. Salt had long been in 
almost daily cx])ectation of seeing Coffin in Egypt, 
and he received liim with his usual kindness 
and hos[)italily. Having now l)een [)arled from 
each (jthcr nearly sevenlocn ye ars, their meeting 
under such cireuiiistfinces was j)eeuliaily gratify- 
ing te both i)arlies, and secin<*d for a time to 
renovate tlie drooping spirits and nearly worn- 
out frame of tlu' C^onsuL His altoed appear- 
ance, howev(‘r, and debilitated look even at their 
first intervi(’u , greatly surprised and sliocked Mr. 
Coffin, ^\^lo never ceased urging him to ipiit his 
residenc|| in a country which must prove fatal 
if longer protractc-d. He appeared conscious of 
this liiinself, but he refused to hearken to the 
advice while he felt he had strength enough left 
to* be of service to the interests of his couiUry. 
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He took particular notice of young Coffin, then 
a boy of about twelve years of age, and used 
often to divert himself by skirmishing with him 
in the Abyssinian fashion, or in fencing with him 
with sticks, and in every respect treated him 
with so much kindness that the boy became 
nearly as much attached to him as he was to 
his own father. It is rather an affecting inci- 
dent, that when the lad happened to call upon 
me with Coffin in London, about a year after 
the death of Mr. Salt, he accidentally caught 
sight of a porti’ait of the latter, hanging in .the 
room, when, turning his lu'txd away, he burst 
into tears. 

The arrival of Mr. Coffin in Egpyt appears 
to have afl’orded Mr. Salt tin; last gleam of hap- 
piness he was destiiicd to enjoy in this life ; 
latterly he could not hear to have him out of 
his sight, and would often exclaim, “ Wh(!re is 
Coffin? 1 like to see his honest Old English face 
beside me." During his lifetime he continued 
his uniform kindness and frieudshi]) to him, and 
at his death bequeathed him sixty pounds. After 
staying for a sjtace at Cairo, Mr. Salt retuined 
with Coffin to Alexandria, whence he addressed 
this, his last letter, to Mr. Richards. 
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“ July 13th, 1827, Alexandria. 

My dear ItfCIIARDS, 

I had the pleasure three days back to receive 
yours of the 30tli of April, and hope before this 
that you have received mine from Cairo. I am 
obliged to you for finishing so satisfactorily the 
Dongola business, though I am latterly a loser 
by the concern. I ho])e the last (juota has been 
settled, but should there he any difficulty about 
it, I beg you will not press tlie matter, as I hate 
quarrels. J am very much engaged at j)resent 
on account of the Greek war, in which our Pasha 
is taking so active a part. 

On the Kith of June Lord Cochrane, in the 
Hellas, with twenty-three (ireek shii)s, appeared 
off our harbour and burned a small brig that had 
run aground in attempting to enter the ])ort at 
■ dusk ; but, on the appearance next day of the 
Pasha’s fleet of corvetti's only, the frigates not 
being read}-^, his lordship and suite retired. In 
fact, they made a most contemptible figure before 
this port, and were pursued by the Turkish fleet 
afterwards to Rhodes. The affair fie/ore with 
two Turkish corvettes of twenty-two camion each, 
‘;,ofr Zante, does the Hellas little honour. The two 
corvettes are now here, one of them a Tuniscin 
and the other of Constantinople, and their cap- 
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tains have been handsomely rewarded for fight- 
ing so well. The Greeks have put in the Malta 
Gazette that they were " two frigates but this 
I can assure you is a falsehood. They are both 
corvettes, and not large ones. In fact, I believe 
Lord Cochrane has little or no command over 
these gentry, and, I am told by an Austrian 
commander, has only three hundred and fifty 
Greeks on board tlie Hellas, so that she is not 
in a state to fight, l^hat the whole is not at 
an end is the fault of the European cabinets. 
The means wore easy. 

“ A considerable expedition sails from this in 
a few days for Tli/clra, which I have no doubt 
will fall ; and as llasched Pasha,- wdth a large 
force, has joined Ibrahim Pasha, Napoli di Ro- 
mania cannot hold out long, ^^ou may put it 
down as a ccitainty, tlMt if the~European powers 
do not come boldly forward, in less than six 
mt)nths the Greeks will no longer exist as a 
nation. Lane is gone up . with a gentleman, 
of the name of Hay, into th ? upper country. 

It may be of use to Ijim, as the latter is rich 
and an excellent young man. In Lane's praise 
I cannot say too much ; he is very studious, and ^ 
has made great progress in Arabic, and it woul^^^. 
be a service to the country could his talents, on 

VOL. II. T 
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his coming home, be turned in that direction. 
He is also very amiable, and lives with all pos- 
sible economy. I beg you will mention these 
particulars to his friends ; whatever 1 can do 
for him is a pleasure. He has given me a few 
prints by his brother, of whose talents, in litho- 
graphy, I have a great admiration. Can you 
procure for me, by purchase, his plate called 
“Devotion,” a young girl kneeling. The finest 
specimen of lithography I have ever seen. I 
saw it in the possession of a naval officer, and 
recognised it to be by Lane, without seeing the 
name, or indeed being near it. Kind love to all 
at home. Yours, &c. H. S.” 

To Bingham Richards, £sq.” 


In the latter part of the year 18£7, Mr. Salt 
again sustained another severe attack of the fatal 
malady that had so long preyed upon his con- 
stitution, and from which he never afterwards 
recovered. About three weeks before his decease, 
he addressed the annexed letter to his friend and 


relative Monsieur P. Santoni, at Leghorny in 
which he gives some account sf his situation, 
though he does not appear at that time to have 


^been sensible that his end was so nearly ap- 
ntroaching. ^ ^ 
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“ Alej^ndria, Oct. 7th, 1827, 
**My dear Peter, *• 

" I just write you a few lines to let you know 
the state of my health. 1 have had another of 
my old attacks, and a very severe one, since 
August, when 1 was obliged to go up, during 
the great heats, to Cairo ; but I am, thank God, 
a little better. The disorder still continues, and 
I am still very weak ; but it is, I hope, with 
great caie and strict diet, gradually going off. 
This has finally determined me not to protract 
my stay here, under any considerations, beyond 
April next, and this by the advice of several 
medical men, who have given me certificates to 
that effect. I have sacrificed myself suiEciently 
for the Government, and now can be of little 
more use to them here. I therefore most certainly 
leave this, for Europe, in April next, if not 
before. The collection* leaves this to-day with 
Captain Montes — you will <}o the best you can 
in the sale of it. It has cost a laige sum, and 
should not^be disposed of for less than one hun- 
dred thousand francs. It would suit Eaglaaa 

* 1 have j:iot been able to learn what has become of 
collection. If it has been sold on terms o£ nearly eqi^ ad" ^ 
vantage with the former one, the of Mias Salt 

in that case, to be very considerable^^ 
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particularly, as there is all that they want, add 

r 

it has not that whfch they have ; so pray com- 
municate with Richards on the subject. The 
catalogue, very exactly made out, will be sent 
by next opportunity. I'he collection is a very 
select one, and rich in interesting objects, as you 
will soon see. ♦ » • H. S.” 

This appears to have been the last letter Mr. 
Salt addressed to any one; fur, from this period, 
his disease took so formidable a shape as to inca- 
pacitate liim from all exertion, and to extinguish 
almost every hope of the re-establishment of bis 
health. On the 21st of October, Mr. Thurbum, 
of the house of Briggs and Co. in Alexandria, 
wrote as follows to Monsieur Santoni : — 

“ I am much concerned to have to tell you that 
our worthy friend, Mr. Salt, has been suffering 
much of late from internal hemorrhoids, which had 
reduced him so low, as to induce the medical men 
tO' advise a change of air as a last resource : in 
consequence of which, he set out last Thursday 
week for a village on the Nile ; but I am sorry to 
,aay that there has as yet been very little im^vove- 
idUnt in his health, and should he recover his 
Idten^h, he will be under the neces^ty of re- 
jpiurope ” 
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This unfavourable account was shortly followed 
by a letter from the same quarter, announcing to 
Mon sieur Santoni the sad intelligence of the death 
of Mr. Salt : — 

“ Alexandria, Nov. 4, 1827. 

My DLAii Sir, 

“ The few hasty lines I wrote to you on the 21st 
of October, will have in some measure prepared 
you for the melancholy tidings I now have to 
communicate to }ou of our woithy friend’s death. 
After suffering considerable pain for several days, 
Mr. Salt expired on the morning of the 30th ult., 
when it was discovered that the hemorrhoids, from 
which he had been suffering for nearly two years, 
were only the 6iffnptom of a more formidable dis- 
ease of the spleen, which was found in a very ad- 
vanced stage of gangrene, without any external 
indication of that organ being affected, except a 
very few days before his death, when he com- 
plained, for the first time, of a pain in his left side- 
His death, as you may imagine, has excited uni- 
versal rcy ^t here, and has been as an indivi- 
du4l loss by the Pasha, and by all the Europeans. 
In my family ifc has left a void which will, I fear, 
pever be* replaced, as he was the only person in 
Egypt with whom we lived on terms of since^ &d 
cordial fefendship. 

On examining ^ 
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his Will had been 'made so far back as September 
1824, with several subsequent additions ; and du- 
ring his last illness he made several dispositions, 
which are noted in due form. I have not time to 
transmit you a copy by this conveyance ; but it 
shall be forwarded by the next opportunity. In 
the mean time I may mention for your informa- 
tion, that the bulk of his property is left in trust 
to Mr. Henry Arthur Broughton, solicitor, in Lon- 
don, and to Mr. Samuel Briggs, for the use and 
benefit of his daughter, Geoigina, with directions 
to his said trustees to provide for Madame Pensa, 
and to leave the child under your management so 
long as she remains at Leghora. By a codicil 
to his Will, he authorises me to act during the 
absence of Mr. S. Briggs from Egypt, and latterly 
he has requested Mr. Gerard Schutz to assist in 
the arrangement of his concerns in Egypt. What- 
ever moveable property is here shall be realised 
without delay ; but his two houses and gardens 
will, I apprehend, be difficult of sale, unless at a 
considerable loss; and one of them will not 
read^ find a tenant at a reasonable rent, froin 
having the reputation of being unhealthy during 
the autumn and winter seasons. * »< » . 

“ Yours, &c. R. Thorburn.” 

■ \ 


Signor Santonl> Leghorn.” 
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The three last comnninications were inclosed in 
a letter from Monsieur P. Santoni to Mr. Richards, 
of which the following is a translation : — 


“ Leghorn, Dec. 14, 1827. 

“ My dear Sir, 

** You will probably ali’eady have heard the me- 
lancholy intelligence wliich I communicate to you. 
Heaven has doomed us both to suffer a dreadful 
loss. You have been deprived of a friend, and I 
of an affectionate i dative. Our much-loved and 
excellent Salt breathed his last on the 30th of 
October, at a village near Alexandria. Figure to 
yourself ray consternation and my grief in having 
to make so sad a communication to his poor 
daughter Georgina, now an orphan. Great as 
were the marks 1 have received from the deceased 
of his sincere friendship for me, I assure you that 
I should now be more happy if 1 had never known 
him — 1 should not then suffer what I now suffer — 
no time will ever make me forget his loss. Good 
society has lost a most valuable i '.‘mber, a true 
exatpple of* moral excellence ; in learning equal to 
the best informed, and ever alive to the mis^inv 
tunes of others. Your Government also has sus- 
tained an equal loss. His habitual conduct & ' 
Egypt, ai^ the este^ and veneration he enXc^ired 
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from the Pasha downwards, sufficiently prove it. I 
transcribe below three letters received almost at 
the same time, one of them from Salt himself, 
written throughout with his own hand. Let us 
now coinfoit ourselves with the reflection that one 
so dear to us has gone to enjoy his reward in ano- 
ther woi Id; hut in the mean while w'^e have no 
longer the hope of embracing him here. Kxnise 
the liberty I hav^e taken, and accept the assurance 
of my sincere esteem and aflection. 

‘‘ \"ours, &^C PlLJ RO S VNTOXI.” 

“ To Biucbani lluluuds London/ 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Mr. Coffin’s account of the last illness and death of Mr. Salt. 
— Post-mortem examination. — Tlie funeral. — Alonument 
and epitaph. — Summary of Salt’s character, and of the 
leading events of his life. 


The following account of the last illness and 
death of Mr. Salt was given me by Mr. Coflin. I 
wrote it down at the time from his own words, 
and I afterwards read it slowly over to him to 
avoid the possibility of any mistake. 

When he first arrived in Egypt he found Mr. 
Salt in a very declining state, though still capable, 
in some degree, of discharging the functions of his 
office. In this condition he continued till his last 
fatal attack, which so fearfully i educed him, that 
his immediate removal from A* '^andria was con- 
sidesed indispensable by his * medical attendants. 


and he accordiogly set out up the Nile, for the 
village of* Dessuke, and took up his residence 
during a space of twenty-two days, at tbeil&n^ 
of the Aga of that place. He was accompank^' 
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Mr. Madden, Mr. Coffin, and others, who remained 
. with him till the htmr of his decease. 

For a short period after his arrival,, some .faint 
hope was entertained of his recovery ; blit about 
five or six days previously to his death, a change 
for the worse took place, which left little doubt of 
the fatal result of his complaint. He daily became 
weaker, and every succeeding hour his d^ase ap- 
peared to assume a more alarming shape. He grew 
conscious himself of his approaching end, twi^h 
the vital principle seemed still strong within him. 
During this period, he passed his time in calm con- 
versation on religious and other topics with Mr. 
Madden, Mr. Coffin, and some others, Mr. Madden 
frequently reading parts of the New Testament to 
him, a copy of which Mr. Coffin had fortunately 
brought with him, which he constantly carried 
about him in all his wanderings in Abyssinia, ever 
since Mrs. Rudland had presented it to him at 
Mocha, early in the year 1812 . 

A few days before hb death Mr. Salt became 
occasionally delirious, though still the power of 
life continued so strong within him that he sgme- 
times rallied in a manner which induced the hope 
ultimate re-establishment. This hope, how- 
ever; was of short duration. He was attacked by 
a dreadful fit of delirium, more violent than aUy 
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that had preced^, and all expectation of his reco- 
very was once morfe despaired of? The Greek ^r* 
vant Yanni and an Arab servant; who had been 
set to wn||X!li Mr. Salt, had both fallen asleep, when 
he arose from his bed, and with almost superhuman 
strength, found hb.way into the next room, where 
Mr. Maddeir.«ahd Mr. Coffin were lying. He 
walked to the farther end of the apartment to a 
bench, on which the former was sleeping, and sit- 
ting-hinaself down on the body of that gentleman, 
locked his fingers in his beard, shouting out at the 
same time, “ Doctor ! doctor ! is this a time to 
sleep ?” Mr. Madden, in great alarm,' immediately 
awoke Mr. Coffin who was sleeping on a mattress 
on the floor, and who directly arose to assist in 
separating them, and to endeavour to persuade 
Mr. Salt to return to his chamber; but he still 
held fast by Mr. Madden’s beard, calling out, 

“ Get the boat ready, and let us immediately be 
off, or throw me into the water.” 

After much persuasion and straggling, he was 
at length separated from Mr. M redden, who lost 
part of his beard in the scuffle, and, the delirium 
subsiding, he was,.after some time induced to Jet 
himself be supported by Mr. Madden and Mr. . . 
P tffin to the mattress, as no possible arguntente"' 
f dd then prevail u^n him to re-enter his bed- 
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room. In bis way to the mattress, hef calight sight 
.of Mr. Coffin’s smiff-box lying on a' bench above, 
seized it with anridity, and taking a large pinch of 
its contents, forced it with the greatest ea^rness 
up his nostrils, and then sank almost lifeli&s^ on the 
mattress, where he lay for a long time before he 
came quite to himself. He was 'Cdifduct^ after- 
wards to his bed-room and remained tri^quil for a 
day or two, and, some favourable symptoms occur- 
ring, expectations were again entertained.' Of bis 
recovery ; Mr. Madden being completely puzzled 
at the change that had taken place, as only a short 
time before he had written to Alexandria to say 
that all hope was at an end. 

But these flattering prospects, unfortunately, 
were soon found to be visionary, though so much 
better did he appear, that Mr. Coffin and others 
availed themselves of the opportunity of taking a 
walk for an hour or two to refresh themselves 
after the severe fatigue and watching they had so 
long undergone. Mr. Coffin was the first who re- 
turned, and was shocked to find the sad change 
that had taken place in the short ieterval,of his 
absence. On reaching the bed-side of Mr. Salt, 
he found that a frightful discharge qf blood had 
‘bCcurred, of the most alarming nature, which' in- 
‘^ced him to proceed instantly in selirch ;of Mr. 
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Madden to whom he related what had happened. 
On the arrival of that gentleman at the bed-side 
of hi§' patient, he instantly exclaimed that “ All 
was over !” and though Mr. Salt continued to linger 
a day or two longer, he never afterwards showed 
the slightest favourable symptom. Tic died on the 
29th, some accounts say the 30th of October 1827, 
in the forty-eighth year of his age. 

After the melancholy event had taken place, a 
shell was made by the carpenter of the deceased, 
who happened to be on the spot, into which the 
body, when it had been washed and properly laid 
out, was placed. It was then put on board a 
swift-sailing and oared boat, which had brought a 
friend of Mr. Salt’s a few days before to see him, 
and sent dow n to Alexandria, accompanied by the 
late Consul’s household servants ; Mr. Madden, 
Mr. Salt’s friend, and Mr. Coffin and his son, fol- 
lowed with all possible despatch to Alexandria, in 
the large boat which had brought Mr. Salt, and 
arrived at that place on the evening of the day on 
which he died. The body w'as ueposited in the 
hall of the Consular house, about half a mile from 
the city, where it' lay for two or three days pre- 
viously to its interment, constantly watched by 
his servants. - , ‘‘ 

As the disease of which Mr. Salt diad appeared' 
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to have been of a doubtful character, it was judged 
best that Mr. Midden, and some foreign medical 
gentlemen, should open the body in order to ascer- 
tain the seat of the complaint; and it was accord- 
ingly, on the following day, taken into an ad- 
joining room and opened, when it was found, as 
Mr. Madden had all along suspected, that the 
spleen w’as alone diseased, the rest of the body 
being in a remarkably perfect condition. When 
the operation was finished, Mr. Madden called Mr. 
Coffin into the apartment, and pointed out to him 
the part affected, which the latter informed me 
looked like a small dark spot with a channel open- 
ing into the intestines. 

The body was then again removed into the hall, 
where it remained till its interment. It was after- 
wards temporarily buried in the shell till farther 
arrangements could be made, in the late Consul’s 
garden, and a procession came to attend the funeral, 
consisting of the different friends of the deceased, 
the European Consuls, and the officers and seamen 
of his majesty’s ship Pylorus, &c. The body was 
borne to the grave by several Englishmen, und a 
salute was fired over it by the marines of the Py- 
lorus, after the funeral service had been read by 
the Rev. Mr. Christian Keugler, a m^ionary. 

From the first intelligence of Mr. Salt’s death 
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to the period of his interment^ the flags of- all Eu- 
ropean nations in Alexandria whre hoisted in the 
city, and every possible mark of respect was shown 
to the memory of a man who during his life had 
been the object of so much general esteem and 
regard. — A monument was subsequently erected 
to his memory, on which the following inscription 
is engraven, written by his friend and cousin, the 
Rev. Thomas Butt, of whom mention has before 
been made in the course of this narration : 

• 

Here sleep the mortal remains of 
Henry Salt, Esq 

A native of the City of Lichfield, 

His Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General in 
Egypt, 

Twice he penetrated into Abyssinia, 
with the hope of restoring the long-broken intercourse 
between the Nations of Europe 
and that barbarised Christian Land. 

Ilis ready genius explored and elucidated 
the Hieroglyphics and other Antiquities 
of this Country. 

His faithful and rapid pencil, 

And the nervous originality of his untutored verses, 
conveyed to the world vivfn ideas 
• of the scenes which delighted himself. 

In the midst of hi^ important duties and useful pursuits, 
he was, in the forty-eighth year of his age, 
and after a short illness, summoned, as we trust, 
to his better and eternal home, on the 
twenty-ninth day of October, 
iiVthe year of our Lord 1827. . > 
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His only child, Georgina. Henrietta, 
has been [)crniitited to appropriate this Garden 
to the inte^,ni*ent of* European Christians. 

Profane not tins sacred ground, where the bodies of 
believers in Jesus rest in sure and certain hope 
of a blessed Resurrection.'* 

Thus died, and nearly in the prime of his life, 
II(?nry Salt, Esq., his Hritannic IMajestys late 
C'onsul General in Egypt. From his earliest 
years lie ajipears to have been endowed with 
strong natural talents, great penetration, and a 
breadtli of capaeity whieh gave the jiromise of 
future distinction. These qualities, in the com- 
ineneement of his career, do not seem to have 
been improved or developed by a commensurate 
education ; his mind having been much left to 
its own irregular impulses. At this period of 
his life he devouraL rather than jierused, every 
book that hap})enod to fall within his reach, but 
without any methodical ])Ian of study, and seemed 
to feel a disrelish to the dry rudiments of learn- 
ing, whicli if not mastered, in a certain degree, 
before the dawn (jf manhood, are rarely to be 
attained in maturer age. To this general rule, 
however, he was fortunately an exception, as 
few men in after life evinced a greater share of 

• These last lines arc sculptured in the Arabic tongue. 
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activity and perseverance when occasion called 
for exertion. The moment he fclUthe necessity 
of overcoming a difficulty, it mattered very little 
to him whether tlie task were of an enticing or 
repulsive description ; it was sure of being ac- 
complished, and in spite of the natural volatility, 
perhaps indolence of his character, no temporary 
sacrifice aj)pcared too great, no study too severe, 
that could enable him to attain the object of his 
pursuit. 

In this unusual and irregular manner he con- 
trived CO impiove liimself in Latin, and almost 
entirely to acquire Greek ; made himself a com- 
petent master of Frencli, Italian, Arabic, &c. 
and gained a considerable insight into several of 
tlie most useful of the arts and sciences. If he 
discovered a want of energy and investigation in 
any of his occuj)ations, it was, unciuestionably, in 
that of painting ; but this is probably to be at- 
tributed more to the dislike he had early taken 
to the practice of it as a prof ession than to any 
other cause. Ilis imitative pr .vers in the art 
wercf very 'considerable, especially in landscape, 
in which he displayed great taste, fidelity, and 
happy exe(?ution. Whatever may have been the 
merit of hi% poetical talents, they appear to be 
so justly appreciated in the elegant inscription 

VOL. II. H 
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engraven on iiis tomb, as to stand in need of no 
farther comm§nt. - 

It is now time to notice the leading events of 
liis life anil more prominent features of his cha- 
racter. At tlie time when Mr. Salt originally 
entered Abyssinia he was about twenty-five years 
of age, and, pcrJ)aj)s, for the first time in his life, 
found himself idaccd in a situation of great re- 
.s2)onsibility, with little or no cxi)cricncc to guide 
his movements, and having nothing to rely upon 
except his native sagacity, coolness, and personal 
intrepidity ; ])ossessing only a very sui)erficial 
knowledge of the country he was about to entei’, 
and Avith still less aei plain tan co with the language, 
customs, and nijuiners of its various tribes of in- 
habitants. The descri|)tion given ol’ tiiem by 
former ^travellers was not of a nature to in.spire 
him with any great degree of confidence, and 
probably the most favourable result he could 
anticipate was cither a forcible detention in the 
country, or a sail' expulsion from it, without at- 
taining the objects of his mission. Such must, in 
all likelihood, have been his expectations in enter- 
ing on his journey yet, notwithstanding the 
obstacles he had to encounter (and they were by 
no means inconsiderable), he contrived to pene- 
trate without accident to th" court of the prin- 
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cipal ruler of the country, to secui’e his friend- 
shij) and that of the leading* chiefs, and after 
accjuiring much information, and making some 
valuable historical discoveries, to return, after a 
few months’ absence, to his anxious fiiends on 
the coast, bearing with him a letter of amity . from 
the Ras to the King of Grf'at Rritain. 

On his return to bis native country, he first 
made himself known as an author ljy the pub- 
lication of his Journal in Lord X-alentia’s Travels, 
which, in spite of the jjarty spirit it called forth, 
secured him no trifling dc-gree of aj)])robation and 
distinction. Ilis work, both at home and abroad, 
was regarded as one of credit and research, and, 
had he stood in need of a counterpoise to tlic 
attacks it was his lot to sustain, he might have 
found one in the candid admission of a very able, 
though somewhat adverse writer,* who in com- 
menting on^ the objections that have been urged 
against Rruce adds, “ Good materials of judging 
upon the question have been fui":shed by Mr." 
Salt, whose cool good sense and .Uriel veracity 
make* him form an admirable check to the rapid 
imagination and Hourdcrie of his precursor.” 

Before Ms Journal was in the press, Mr. Salt 

* Mr. Hugh Murray, auihor ot the “ Historical Account 
of Africa,” &c. voL ii. page 92. 

V 2 
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was appointed l)y the British Government tcT a 
second mission to' Abyssinia, and was obliged, 
with only a few days’ interval, to embiirk imme- 
diately on board a vessel that had been prepared 
for his conveyance. On* this expedition he was 
absent aI)out two y('ars, and though circum- 
stances, already na'iitioned, j)revcnted him from 
fulfilling his instructions to the letter, he never- 
theless, by liis conduct altogether, gave complete 
satisfaction to tJie Ministry, and was handsomely 
remunerated for liis servii*es. Some time after 
his return he published an account of his second 
journey,, in which lie candidly corrects some errors 
into which he had been led, i'rom the represen- 
tations of others, in his former work. These are 
few in number, and are in themselves of no great 
importance ; but his free ackiiov ledgment of them 
reflects credit on his cliaracter both as an author 
and a man. 11 is st3de in writing is vivid, nervous, 
and highly d<seii])tive, while the species of in- 
ternal evidence that pervades the whole of his 
narrative, at once interests the r^^ader, and dis- 
poses him to j)lacc a full reliance on' the fidelity 
of his statements. ' 

Not long subsequently to the publication of his 
second work, Mr. Salt was appointed Consul- 
General in Egypt, which opened to him a v/ider 
field than had hitherto been afforded him for 



HENRY SALT. 


293 


the display of his great talents and resources. 

The satisfactory manner in vyliich he discharged 

the political and other duties^ entrusted to his 
• 

charge is fuHy evinced by the strong terms of 
aj)probation in which Lord Casilereagh speaks of 
his services in granting him his first leave of 
absence. Jiy his zeal in embracing every ojjpor- 
tunity his situation afforded of discovering and of 
studying the buried antiejuities of Egypt, as well 
as by his liberal encouragement of every under- 
taking that promised to throw light on the re- 
mote history of tliat interesting country, he has 
not only enlarged the boundaries of human know- 
ledge, but has aciiuired for liimself no despicable 
portion of reputation and renown. 

II is strenuous and perseveri»)g exertions in the 
cause ol’ literature and research, have reflected 
credit on liis country, and have greatly tended to 
remove the impression entertained by foreigners, 
that our official agents abroad are apt to make 
their public stfxtion entirely ‘‘ subjervient to their 
judvate interest.” Tlie firmness ai. 1 prudence of 
his f Iiaracter * his amiable disposition and general 
suavity of behaviour, gave him an unusual ascen- 
dancy ov^ the vigorous mind of the able ruler 
of Egypt, who rarely refused granting any favour 
required at his intercession. When taking his 
rides in Cairo and the vicinity, the Pasha would 
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often stop his horse at the Consul’s door, and pay 
him the distinguished compliment of entering with 
him into long ana familiar conversation. In tine, 
by his judicious conduct, lil)erality, and hosjritality, 
Mr. Salt obtained the aflVction and esteem of 
every one around him, and has left a reimtation 
among the Kiiropean residents and t)ie natives of 
tiic country which will nut speedily be forgotten. 

Mr. Salt was in stature fibout six feet high, 
well proportioned, and witli somewhat of dignity 
in his manners and general deportment. Ilis 
countenance was manly and open, and its habitual 
expression remarkably pleasing and intelligent, 
thougli at times it could assume an asj)ect of 
great sternness and determination. It formed, 
indeed, the com])lete index to a mind whicli over- 
flowed with goodwill and charity to his fellow- 
creatures, and was eciually distinguished by firm- 
ness and placability. His untimely loss will long 
be de{)lorcd by his relatives and friends, and, 
one among tiu’ latter at least survives, whose 
chequered passage through life is often clicered 
by the fond, but Jiimiblc Iiope, thali he may be 
permitted hereafter to rejoin him in a happier 
and more perfect state of existence. 
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An Account of the Transactions between Henry 
Salt, Esq. and the Tri:stei:s of the British 
JMuseum respecting the jiiirchase of his Collec- 
tion of Egyptian Antiejuities. 


It lias bci ‘11 niciitioiu'il hdbro, in tlic Lilb ol‘ Mr. Salt, that 
piwioii'sly to his departure iroin Kurland to assume tho 
ofliee ot‘ C’onsul-tu neral in Egypt, it had been suggested to 
him b\ his jiatron and Iriend, -the late Sir Joseph HaiilvS, 
that he should take ad\antage <)t‘ the facilities aiforded him 
by the situation to which he had been recently appointed to 
collect Egyjitian aotiipiities for our great national repository, 
the Hritisfi Museum. This suggestion was so congenial to 
.Mr. Salt’s own feeling.s, and to the interest he always took 
in jmrsuits of this nature, that he readily embraced the pro- 
posal, and had scarcely landed in JCgyjit before he began to 
form j)lans for carrying it into execution, though, in the 
first instance, his endea\ours were a good deal circum- 
scribed fnmi a want oJ’ tlie necessary funds » to defray the 
hea\y expenses attendant on researches of this nature. 

When Mr. Stilt left England, he possessed about 4(MKt/. Tlie 
wliole of this amount w as, however, by no means available ; 
while the expenses incurred hy his jour’. < y through Europe, 
and in establishing himsell’ in the (^om ate, left him little 
to lay out •upon extraneous matters. 11 is salary also w’as 
nearly a twelvemontli in arrears, which was at no time more 
than barely enough to cover the necessary expenditure c,f 
his appoinrtuent ; so that he found himself, on his arrival, in 
very cmbiirrassed circumstances, and was compelled to bor- 
row' very considerable sums to meet tjie heavy demands 
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upon liim, whicli required immediate li(]iiidation. Thus 
situated, it became impossible for liini to incur any great 
expense in the pursuit .Vf objects merely of a curious and 
speculative descri|)tion ;*yet, even in tliese respects, he con- 
trivi'd to accomplisli nuire than could Iui\e byen reasonably 
expected f'roiu one vvlio possc'ssed his very limited means. 

No sooner had Mr. Salt si‘tth‘(I hinisclf in Ins new office, 
than l)e sent an agent to 'fhebes to ))urchaso antiquities on 
his account, afforded considerable pecuniary assistanci* to 
(’aviglia in his entciqirise at the Sphinx and the Pyramids, 
^ind. at the joint ex|)ense of lUirckhardt and himself, em- 
ployed Ucl/oni to bring down the c()l()ssal head of Meinnon, 
which they subse<|uenlly />;v'.sv7///v/ to the British .Museum. 
This princely gift, ^\llich probably, Jiad it hi‘en disposed of 
to any ol'the great ])owers of Europe, wouUl have secured 
to the owners many thousand })ounds, literally remained 
without any oflicial aclxuowlcdgment. 

‘‘ I wrote,' sa>s Mr. Salt in a letter t«) Lord Mountnorris, 
August 7tli, ISIS, “ to l.ord Castlercagli about the livtul ; 

I urote to Mr. about it, and have neM‘r reeeived 

tlianks from the former, nor (‘ven a communication of its 
safe arrival from the latter.” 

'Phis neglci'J is the more remarkable, as ii ap})ears, from 
tile I'ollowing extract of a letter of Salt’s to Mr. Hamilton, 
that the original project of r(*mo\ing the lu*ad was approved 
of by (jovernment - I am delighted,” he says, “ to find 
that our undertaking of the iMemnon's head was aj)i)ro\ed: 
it is now I\ing safe uikUt cover in Alexandria, and will, 1 
trust, in a very short time lie embarked on board tlip Mi- 
nerva transport.” 19th, 1SI7. — On looking over the 

lists of antiquities sent from time to time by Mr. Salt to 
England, I find that the above was by no rneam, a solitary 
instance of his liberality, many valuable articles being mark- 
ed as presents to the British Museum. 
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While Mr. Salt was thus actively, though with straitened 
means, employed in fulfilling the vjpws and wishes of Sir 
Joseph Hanks, and wliieh had again* hc^cn enforced by letter, 
an event happened which enabled him to enter more Avidcly 
into the biisin|fss of eolleding than his circumstances had 
hitherto alloAved him to attempt. Jn the May of 1817, 
by his father's death, he came into possession of about 
blKM)/., which at once relieved him from pecuiiiarv em- 
barrassment, and gav(' liim the command of a coii'.iderahlo 
sum. Thus situated, and the period being highly finourable 
for c»)llecting, from the extensive discos erics that had been 
recently made among tlu‘ buried remains ot'ancicmt h'gypt, 
Mr. Salt was induced without delay to hazard a large pro- 
porti(M\ of his patrimony, and, taking adsantage ol‘ the times, 
to soi-un'fi'r his coimtry an unrivallcil collection ol‘ ICgyptian 
anti(|uities, whiih otherwise must iiuwitabiy have fidlen into 
the hands of foreign nations. 

After tlie suggestio?is which had beiai gi\en him from so 
high a (juarter as that of Sir Josejdi Hanks, as wadi as from 
others, to collect fi)r the Hritish Museum, he no doubt ex- 
pected, from the gR-at |)ecuniary risk he hail run, that in 
the event ol’ his exertions proving sueeessful, he might ulti- 
mately count u})nn receiving some reward for his services, 
and some addition to tJie small patrimonv he had embarked 
in the project. At any rate, he did not contemplate tliat 
he could be a loser Iroiii the undertaking, *.mcli less that he 
would be exposed to unsparing eensun; for his well-meant 
endeavours. He therefore entered earre t;y on^the specu- 
lation, iinil Ivsf no opportunity of procuring the choicest 
specimens to enrich his collection; so that, by tlkMiiiddle 
of the ensuing year* he had sceiired for his coimtry a' num- 
ber of such ^'aluable antiquities as had rarely before been 
brought together by any other iiidividuai. 

It was about this period thai it was hinted to him, I 
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believe by the Earl oi‘ Mountiiorris, that Sir Joseph Banks, 
in spite of his Ibrinev recommendation, had changed his 
opinions on the subject/ and had in some degree influenced 
the 'I'riistees of the British Afiiseum to decline receiving any 
more Eg 3 |)tian anti(juities. But it was tlj^’ii too late for 
.\rr. Salt to recede;, e\(*n if he ha3 felt so inclined; for, be- 
sides his great liberality to Bclzonl and C'aviglia, he had 
expended eonsideral)le sums at great risk upon the plan lie 
was the first to suggest and adopt, of and e.rcanit'mf/ 

on an r.rAv/,s7cc ,syY//c in I'pper Egypt and Nubia in search 
of anti(|uities, particularly in the operations at Ipsanibul, 
where the irliolo (\rpnfse of opening the teniple devolved 
upon him ; so that he may iiiirly lx* termed the.pionccr who 
led the way to most of the discoveries that have been sub- 
se(juently made. 

After having sacrilieed so much to obtain a choice collec- 
tion, the greater part of which was still lying in Uj)per 
h^gvpl, Mr. Salt thought it advisable to write the following 
jirivate letter to his friend Mr. Hamilton, recjuesting his ad- 
vice and assi.sfanee as to the best imale of disposing of* the 
\iirious articles which it had cost him so much trouble 
and expense to acquire. 

C.'h ro, ./um* lOth, IftlO. 

“ .My 1)1 \i{ Si II, 

» # * „ j to hear, rid Malta, that the 

/iffifi has safely reaciu <1 its destination, the Admiral having 
informed me that he i*as received an acknowledgement from 
the Torcigy Office. Vour idea of jilacing it in the court- 
3 *ard is good, but has two objections — tfie- difficulty of 
preserviiig it from sun, frost, and rain, which will very soon 
decuinpose the granite, as I have seen in man\'^ instances, 
and the difficulty of placing it in a proper light, the whole 
effect of it entirely depending upon this latter circumstance. 

“ I am sorry to hear that the Trustees (for I am aware of 
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Sir Joseph Banks's influence among them) do not wish Ibr 
more Egyptian antiquities. J havi; gone to great expense 
in collecting, chiefly with a view to^^Jirow some light on the 
sculpture of the Egyptians, jSd have fortunately discovered, 
by digging, about tv\ enty ^eciniens, not very l)ulky, that 
will prove their claiin to. great excellence in the art, and 
which satisfactorily deii^hstrate that the (treeks borrowed 
the rudiments, if not Ittiore, from this extraordinary people. 
Diodorus indei^i attests that the (ireeian sculptors began to 
measure fo/tlie first time the proportions of their statues, 
according;, to:* the I\avj>tian ])raetiee, in tlu' time ot* Aniasis, 
w hioh‘ allows a c entury for the great progress subsequently 
made up to the time (d’ Pericles. 

have also obtained some \ervfuK‘ specimens ( uniejue, I 
belie\e) of their sculpture in nood, which they carried to a 
j)erfeetion unknown in any other country. 1 have two king’s 
statu(*s, as large Jis lit’e, in wood, siu’h as Herodotus teskifies 
w ere i)laced in their tombs ; and also some cows, and other 
animals' heads ami small tigures, most exquisitely carved 
of llie same material, which are of undoubted Egyptian pro- 
duction during their best |)criod, being found in the 'J’oinhs 
of the Kings of 'I’hc'hes. Insides these is the sarcophagus 
of alabaster, tittrint/laf in its delicate workmanshij). 

‘‘ Now if the (iovermnent would take these (the latter for 
the Ihitisli Museiiwi, and tlie ^or the Iloyal Academy) 

at a fair valuation, ! shall be glad to put them at their dis- 
positiem at Alexandria, it being a grciH object to avoid 
fartber cost in the transj)ort; and it Id be easy for the 
(Jovjeivnnonl to secure their safe passage, at scarcely any 
expense, by ordering one of tlie transports coming for corn 
Jicre, to take them on board. As to tlie er/A/c, 1 would most 
w’illiugly lAve tfiat to yourself, or any other persons the 
(Jovernment might appoint to be settled after the arrival of 
the arjtielcs in England. Tlic f’ontc De Eorbin, when here. 
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pressed me much to let him have a portion for the King of 
France, and I know that they would be disposed to pay a 
handsome price ; but I tHould be sorry to sec such articles 
out of Kngland. “ ‘ 

“ Be gooil enough to think of this matter, and to give me 
your friemlly advice how to act ; and at all events, if 
(rONernment are not disposed to take them, have the kind- 
ness to assist me In removing them to England, as 1 have 
already embarrassed myseli* much with th*e expenses in- 
curred. I send you a rough list from wdiich you- may form 
some slight iilea ol’ the value of the (’ollection ; all the minor 
articles, which are very numerous, not being included, <tt]iOUgh 
many of them are singularly curious as illustrating the arts 
of the country. Opposite the chief arti(“les 1 have plft a 
rough ealculation of their sHjtptfsnt value ; but in tliis J am 
liable to be nutv/t /ai.s/t/luf, as I do not at all know how siieh 
anti<|uilies might sell : indeed sm/i as these have iioer been 
seen in 1‘lurope. 

“Pray excuse the liberty I take in troubling you on this 
oecasion, but, as it alfords the (udy' prns|)i‘ct ot‘a return some 
day or other to Europe, the matter is of eourse of di‘ep iu- 
terest to me. By my' father’s death I have inherited five 
thousand pounds, Jialf of this is alrnuhi disposed of in form- 
ing niy Colleetioii; if, therefore, J could repays myself and 
add somi'thing to the sum, it might affoi'd a reasonable j)ro- 
spect, aftei six or se\en years, of enabling me to retire from 
oflice ; otherwise, I imisl be for ever condemned to remain 
here, which you will allow is no v cry desirable lot, since 
saving out of my salary is totally out of the quesJoii, so long 
as a due regard is paid to keeping up the respectability of 
the Consulate. 

Believe me, my dear sir, 

“•\’our\s most faithlully, 


H. S." 
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P. S. Many of the articles noted in the list are still at 
Thebes ; but I hope to have them at. Alexandria by October, 
before which your answer may arriv^cw’’ 

“• To William Hamilton? Esq.** 

'^rhe above letter, and the list ol‘ articles and their prices 
which accompanied it, were incautTously, thou^di perhaps 
naturally enough, submitted by Mr. Hamilton to Sir Joseph 
Banks and others among Mr. Salt's friends, and they unfor- 
tunately produced an outcry against the (’onsiil, which no 
human foresight on his part could have antici])ated. 

Sir Joseph Banks, who had been the chief adviser of Mr. 
Salt as to forming a Collection, now became the loudest in 
his condemnation ; and from the great weight he possessed 
with many influential persons, excited for a time no small 
degree of prejudice against^ his fornuT pn)tege. 'fhe great 
cause of' {)flencc appears to have ari.sen from the list of 
prices, I'orwurded by Salt with his letters, and M'hich Sir 
Joseph erroneously consideiard //oZ as a pr/rafe, but*as a 
2)vbHc document ; and not being very conversant in matters 
of art, and ha\ing no notion either of the great merit of 
I'^gyptian sculpture or of its mltw, he apj)cars, without wait- 
ing for e\planation, to have formed a very rash judgment 
upon the nhole affair, and to h*ive f/cZcf/ with c(pi ' nrecipi- 
tancy. But he was then growing old, and his temper, 'ddi 
was at no time distinguished by suavity, iiad become soureti 
by infirmity. lie has been well chara'‘fer«sed as a “Man of 
a teo/v/ and and, in the instr' ce in (pieslion, the 

blow V'ems? to have taken precedence. 

In the mean wliile, the iinforhinate list passed from hand 
to hand, and poor Salt was accused unheard of being a 
dealer, a Jew, a second Lord Some persons even 

This nobleman had the honour «)f bringing into England, and pro- 
bably “of rescuing from the destructive ra\i»ges of barbarians, one of the 
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hinted that the loss ol' his ConsuLsliip might be tlie conse- 
quence, though it would prolnihly ha\o been difficult to show 
how such a result couh] liavc been justified, when the only 
sin with which he was charged amomited to iiothing more 
than his luuiiig slated privalvhf some \er\ viujuv calculation 
as to what he had good reason to suppose niighl be the 
value of his Collection. No j)art ol‘ his salary had becJi 
expended in the uiidertalving. 'riu* money thus eniployi‘d 
w as strictly his ow n, and he had still the loss of interest to 
encounter, and the risk ol‘ removing mai>y articles of the 
most fragile descri|)tion from 'I’liebes to Alexandria, and 
thence, perhaps, to Ihigland. ilitlnrto he had realized 
nothing, and even in the event of his offer to (iovenunent 
being accepted, he must have w'ell known, as siieli l)argains 
are eoimnonly managed, the prohubility of his being kept 
out of the money* he had dislfursed, l‘or a considerable 
j)eriod. 

All these matters were, Iiowevcr, oxerlooked at ilu* lime, 

finest colleetions of (Jrecian seiil|itiire, and oi ilu* jMirest .rnu wliieliany 
Knnipi'iui nation ean ho.ut ; dainagiMl, it is line, hyiln- Jiand oi’ time 
and file fiaiitie ra^e ni iMaiioniedan snper.sntion ; l»nl siiH retaining 
beantii's and perfections enough to excite the eio y. iliongh jierliaps nut 
the einulalion, of sncceeiling geiierations : ami wh.n reward tlid his 
Lordship reap iVmn his exerfiims.^ The antiipjiti«*s, i,»r years, A\ere 
dejireciated, their genuineness was dnnhied, and he hiinscH’ was slig- 
inati’/eil as a sai riicgions despoiler of the sacred territory of <ire(‘ce ! 
It is to he laniented that, in those d:i\s, some individuals, from the 
nature of whose avocations a better judgment might have been expected, 
joined in the tasteless ontciy, and even went so far as to designate the 
eollection, “a parcel of old rn.ddsh for which ten tlionsand poiimls 
w'onld he an cjorhitant price,"" Tlie fortunate arrivab howaij er, of 
the Marquis Cannva in England, soinewhai tardily wrought a miracle 
in favour of these neglected remains. What oiigl-*; to have been done 
in the first instance, was at length adoptei : tlie evidence of competent 
judges W'as resorted to, and the antiquities Mere linally jnirchased by a 
grant from parliament ol thirty-five thousatid pounds, about one half 
ol the sum wliicli it had altogether cost lus Lordship in awemhling {he 
'colltetion.— E. 



TUK EGYPTIAN ANTIQUITIES. 


303 


Sir Joseph Btaiiks addressed a cool and rather sarcastic- 
letter to Mr. Salt, I’roin which the following are extracts. 

• • • ^ 

• “ Solio Square, Feh. 14, UUO. 

“ Dear Srii, 

“ 'I'liougli ill truth we are here much satisfied with the 
Memnon, and consider it as a chvf-ffmtrrc of l\i^yptian 
sculjiturc ; A^t we liavc not placed that statue among the 
works of Fi/fv Art. It stands in the I'gvjitian Itooms. 
VVhetlier any statue that has been found in Kgvjit can he 
brought into competition with the grand works of tlie 'fown- 
ley (Jallery remains to he jiroved ; unless however they really 
ar(‘ so. the jirici's you liave set u})on \our aiapiisitions are 
ver3' unlikely to he ri‘ali/ed in lOurope. - 

* W(‘ arc too jijit in to cnvl. an iruliv iiliial, who li.is raisiMl 

hiiiiM'lf to ilistiiiclioii liy any jiartinilar branch of knowledge, into a su- 
preme jmli>e oi' every oilier jiurMiit, ami ])erha)»s we need noi go fartlier 
tiian the insiaiice iM'lbrt* for a pn»of of llie truth of the observation. 

Tile lati* .^ir Joseph Ikinks was a man of good general sihilities, his 
kiiowIedg(‘ jof till' Morhl was exteiisivi*, and he w-as somewhat distin- 
guished as a scientifie character and natural historian. Tliese qualities, 
united to a splendid fortune, eminently fitted him for the Jiigh and 
diiliouJt, situation w hieh he so long filled with great credit to himsi'If, 
and essential beiieiil. to tlie community ; but liis knowledge in ibe Fine 
Arts was exceedingly limited , ami \et on these snlijecls, as "well as on 
those lie really did nmlerstaml, his authority seems to have been re- 
garded as jiaramount. 

It is far from my intention, on this occasion, to discuss the separate 
ineiits of the Egyptian statues, or those of the Tow iiley ('ollei-tion ; both 
are probably excellent in their kind; but the idea of placing them in 
competition is fully as absurd as it would be to '"iw a coinpiirison be- 
tween a cabinet picture by (Jorreggio, and the Last Judgement by 
Michael Angelo^ Works of so opjiosite a character ought certainly never 
to be placed in company with eacli other; but it by no means» follows 
that they may not both contain perfections w'cll worthy of study and 
imitation. 

1 have been /oLirined it is the ojiinion of the first English Sculptor ot 
the jn-esent day, that many of the Egyptian statues and liasso-relievos 
evidently contain some of the element'' on which the style of Phidias 
was foumled : an ojdnion which must be strongly corroborated by a 
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“ 1 cannot helj> being sorry that you have abaiuloncd youf 
original intention ol‘ jilacing yourseir hf. thv Imtitls of t/iv pnhlic, 
1 dare not, however, (dK'i* you any advice on the niattci*, as 
though I dltler entirely from you in estimating the ^ain you 
are likely to make* by the sale ol’ what you have jirocured, hi 
Kttropc, you ma\ have prosj)i‘cts which are utterly unknown 
to me. + * * I Jiiive written very lVcel>* on what' I 

consider as a verj' great miscalculation td’ yours ; hut I beg 
you to be assured, that no miscalculation can alter the good 
ojihiion 1 have always entertained ol' you, or change the sin- 
cere regard with which I sign mysell', 

Your Kiithl'ul servant and siiu'crc' well-wisher, 

.losKPIl l^ANKS.” 

“ llviiry Suit, ICs»j.'’ 

The above was enclosed in a letter from ]Mr, Hamilton, 
from which the aniu'Ncd is an extract. 

careful coiisIdiT.ition of ili<* inagiiitircnt frairinciit of ilie 'ftaliie of Mein- 
Tioii, a1Iii(l(Ml to liy >ir tlos(‘]ili Hanks in tlie ahene Jrtter, and wlnrli is 
indeed ahnie snirieient t<» |»r<»ve llie great )»ro«,^rt*ss in;Mle i»y l)ie K^’yj>t»an 
snil})tors in tlie lennOesl aTas. It was their li»r to tli^ee.ver, ainl to retlne** 
t(» jiraeli^e, many of tiuise l<*ading ami permaneni ]»rinn])Ies. m)\erning 
the arts of design, wliieh it l»e<aineth<* hiilli.nit destiiu ol a more ardiMit, 
iinshaekled, and inleileetnal jMN>j)!e to refine, regnlate, and finally I’arry 
to the nlmost known limits of Imman jierfeel am , murh heyond this, 
]>erhaps, our adii.iralion of the l''gy]>tian artists ought noi to extend. 
Their \\orks. it must l»e eoneiMled, eontain many' imperfeetions, hut tliey 
are iireei^ely siu'h as mi;.>.lil hi* expeeteil from men wJiom* minds, though 
expanded far aho\e (hi- age in w'hieli they livejl, were nevertlieless 
eramped and fettered hy tlie conventional forms of a mystii al and su]»er- 
stitions religion. 

M'itliout ha\ ing a elianee even of amending tin* defects of their style, 
hy the study of more perfect sjieriniens of the Iniman rac e than tlieir 
own country nlTonled, and witli which they were alone conversant, the 
wonder is that, iimlor such disadvantageous cirniinstanees, they should 
have been enabled to form a styde of art, and to produce moinimcnts of 
genius wliicli, from tlie magnifirencc of their conception, and the bold- 
ness of their execution, Iiave excited the admiration and the awe of stic- 
c.<;eding and far more cultivated ages. — E, 
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“ Foreifjii Offic-e, Feb. IG, IJllU. 

“ Tilt* cnclost'd from Sir Josrpli H'inks will explain. to you, 
more Iiilly than 1 need enter iipon'';Jie subject, the views 
entertained at the Museiini respeetin|||^'()iir j)roj)osals for 
their taking lend in the farther progress of your antiquarian 
speculations. I can only unite with Sir .Joseph in reeonuuend- 
ing to you not to dip too deep in search of the hidden trea- 
sures of Egyptian sculpture, for in these economical times, 
.John Bull may be easily induced to withliold his purse-strings, 
even at the risk ol‘ losing the unique monuments which you 
have* discovered. (Signed) “ \V. II\vriLTON.” 

Tn IltMiry Sail, 

Wilh these letters .Mr. Saif also appears to have leceived 
a ^ery strong one from tlie Earl oi* Mountnorris on the same 
subject. I luiM* neither the original letter, nor any (‘xtraets 
from it, but the nature* ol* its eontents may be generally 
gathered from the (onsufs reply; which, together with 
several other answers, he immediately forwarded to Eng- 
land. J'hey art* as follow s : — 


laoM iii’Nin s.xni, KsQ. TO Till-: itK.ii'r iiovoi. kabi.k 
sill .lo.sirij itWKs. 

-* ( airo, M.'iv 2«rh, 1819. 

“ Dkaii Sir, • ’ 

I yesteiday received your letter of the :24th I’ebruary, 
to which I hasten to reply. I feel most exceedingly liurt 
and distressed at my meaning, expressed ■» a letter to Mr. 
Hamilton, having been so completely ii.' understood. It 
was pmloubtedly my own fault (as I liave more fully ex- 
pressed in a letter on this subject, to the Earl of Mount- 
norris, which 1 have requested him to lay before you) in 
enclosing, af* the same time tliat I asked his advice about 
offering my Collection to (iovernment at /Mr ot/m iv/M/M, 
a foolish list of my private cstiirmtion of the value of the 
VOL. II. X 



306 


TUAISSAC TIONS KKSl*E(TlN(; 


different articles, ^vliicli list, however, 1 by no means wished 
to set up as a standard ‘or the (foverimient to by. 

“ To j)re\oiU, lu)we\ -:?, any iiitiire inisuiulerstandinji:, I now 
take the liberty of ing, through you, iny icUulv (’olleclioii 
to the Uritlsh Mu.seinn (except a few articles intended for 
the I'hirl of Mountnorris) without any condition whate\er, 
and sliall feel a grt‘at pride hereafter iii rendering it coin- 
})lete. The expenses incurred in fonning this Collection 
June been considerable, aiul ha\e somewhat seriously in- 
trenched on in}’ small jnivafe t)ropt“rt\'; which, sliould the 
'I'ru^tees be jdeased to reimburse ims in whole (>r in part, I 
shall recei\e as an obligation, or otherwise shall rest t>erfectiy 
satisfied in the idea that my services in this respect may 
not be ultimately o\erlooked by tlu' (lov^nment. I hope 
you will have the goodness to make this j)roposal known t(> 
the 'I'rustees, and with }our usual kiiuhu'^s to explain awjiy 
any disad\antageous intpressiott as ti^ my inteittions with 
regard to thi.s Collection whitlt tint} have goiu' tibroad. 

‘^Jt is necessary for me to mention, that with respect to 
one article, the sarcophagus, I was compelled to satisfv Mr.- 
Iklzoni, who had estimated its \alue at something pre- 
])osterous, to make a clause in our linal agreement^ to the 
effect that ‘-it sliouhl be offered to tlie Ihitish Museum 
w’ithin three \ears at a fair valuation, and that whatever 
sum might be given above two thousand })oimds lie should 
be entitled to one hall' of such surplus.” 'fhis elaim renders 
it necessary that a vafiiation sliould be made of this article, 
by any jiersons the trustees may apjioiut, ’for tlie sake of 
getting rid of* tliis claim. As tiir as I am myself eonceriicd, 

1 wisli tlie sarcopliagus to be considered as being, with the 
rest of the Collection, at your disposition. 

(Signed) ‘‘■'II. Salt.” 

To Sir JoscpJi Banks, Bart. Ac.” 

• The agreement here alluded to is given in the Life. — Kn. 
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Iir.NRY SALT, I'SIJ. Tr> Till’ IIK.IIT IIONOUHAItl.E 
(TIAHIKs 


“ My ih:\u Sik. “ 

“ Lord Alountnorris liaxiny; iidonncd in(‘ of’ his convtM-sii- 
tioii with you rospcctiiiir thr oHcr wliich 1 nuido to fho 
(lOvcTiuiH'nt, and which I am m)itv to learn has been so un- 
Ibrtunatel^ niiscoimfriu'd, I ha\(‘ tljouL^hf it rii^ht to forward 
iininedialcly an explanation to him on tin* subject, which J 
liave re(jiu‘sti‘d Iiini to dome fin* t*a\our to lay bcfbre*vou. 


J*crl)ap'-, in addilion to uhal 1 ha\c there staled, you will 
have thi* lioodness to permit nu* to mak(‘ ,i feu remarks. 

- When I was first honoured uith this situation, I always 
undcisfood (as ^jjj^iaps >ou may recollect, my mentioiiinn’} 
that Coloiiei .Misset had rt tired with a jiension t^ranted to 
him as ( ’onsid-(ieneral, and I ccrtainl\ looked forward to 
the ])rospect that, after a course of* sufliciently long and 
faithfid services, I might la* enabled in the same way to 
return once again to I'urope. 'I'Jiis Jiope, Jiouever, was 
taken from me by a communi(‘ation made to me about a 
\ear and a lialt’ago by my agent at the I'breign Oflict*, that 
(’olonel .Missel had not rcci*iM*d his pension as Consul- 
(icneral but as b’esidont, and that, therefore, 1 must not 
l)iiild on any such expectation : the vi'ry mention of which, 
without any allusion to the sul)jei t on my part, jiroving tliat 
my original view of it was known at tlie I'oreign Office. To 
tin’s 1 could not, as such were the estabJ. ' td usages, make 
any rejily, thongli* I must confess it lia- since given me 
many painful- moments, especiall\^ when my health has been 
seriously affected, whieli lias twice occurred since my resi- 
dence hen*, — once on the arrival of Lord llelmore, and tliis 
year during my journey with Mr. Bankes, — as it made me 
doubly .sensible of the privations I am likely to be con- 
demned to for life. 
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“ I had ahiady abCfil-aint'd tlmt thcrt- wat^ no chance oi* 
sa\in^ aiiythiii^r out of (’onsular Milary- compatibly witli 
wliat J comci\c to hi* fi*diit\ — the Ueepiiig up such an esta- 
bllhlmicMt a> nia> secure the l•especta!)ility ol’ my station, 
and tilfoid ilu* ueces>ar> accommodations to tra\ellcrs of 
condition, 'flu small t’ortunc. therel'ore, left me by my father, 
amounting to ab«)ut li\e tliousand piujiids. l)ii'ame m> only 
i(.‘'M)urce in case nf ncccs.>sit\. It ua^', if true, embarked 
in researches of a \er\ e\pen.Ni\e nature, but the\ had in 
some*degTee been crowiu d m ith success. I eonfess, there- 
fore, that I felt 1 u as not lining aii\ thing ver\ wrong, espe- 
cially alter what 1 had gi\en to the Aluseum. and the con- 
sidciable sums spent heii- in nhjeets of miai* puhlir interest, 
in eonsiilting Mr. llamilttai ( f‘or such \oi||||kll find to have 
been tlu' tenor ol* m\ li‘tfer) about ollerin^ny Collection to 
(iovcrnmciit ‘at a lair \aluati( u. that value to l)i‘ dctiaaniucd 
h^ Mr. Hamilton and an\ otiiei persons the ( iov ia'iuuent 
might ap])oint.’ 

“ I’nfortimatcl} for me, as it has juoved, I enclosed at the 
same time a list (<1 foolish list, I hilie\<.‘ I mav eall it, foi 
m^ ideas, since the enthusiastii- lit i.sovei, are much idianged 
about l\g 3 ])tiau antiijuilies ) eontaining m\ private estimation 
of thiM liicf articles | had lollccted; vet not, hv any means, 
setting it up ,|s a standard for tin. (iovenmumt to lie guided 
by, but, on the innirary. prel’aemg it with an aeknovvledg- 
ment of m\ In-mg I'.Ivi iv to he mueh mistaken, from my not 
knowing at all tin vahn of .soeh artieli's in laigland. It 
must aisc he obsei v i d in niv exeiisi-, Uwit in I^g}pt the 
mania was at tliat time ^o strong that I had been offer^nl by 
.Monsieur Drinetti ( llnough Mr. Jhinkes) ten tliousand dollars 
for the sareojiliagus — anv price 1 pleased Ibr a small and 
entire statue, for the King ol* Fiadee, by thV Count de * 
I'orbin prices not likely to be given in England- -all wliich 
I rejected, as determining not to place myself in the light of 
a dealer. 
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“ My conduct and motives being now full} before you, 1 
hope you w ill allow, niy dear sir, that there has been nothing 
veiy culpable in what 1 have done.' <■» To obviate, however, 
any farther possible misapprehension oj“ my intention^, 1 
have now thought it right to address a letter to Sir Josi'ph 
Hanks, offering at once, without any condition, the whole of 
my C ollection to tlu‘ British Museum; stating at the same 
time that, ‘ should tluy be pleased to reimhursi* ni} i‘\- 
penses in wlioleor in part, I shall reeeise it as an ohlii^a- 
tion, or otherwise ^hall r(.*st satisii(‘d in the idea^that ni\ 
services in this rt spen t mav not he ultimaU*l\ o\erlooked by 
( lOvernment.’ To this sti‘p I havt* not only been led b^■ my 
own inclination to serve* the publie*. w hi(‘h has o\ erbalani'ed 
all selfish considerations in ni\ mind, but from a desire to 
comply with yom- wishes, so obligingly e\pressed through 
l.ord Mountnorris, Ibimed, I am sure, ii})on what you con* 
ci'iNe to be 111} best interests, as also to ri‘lain the ti imidsliip 
t»f Sir .fo.se|)h Hanks ; and pi*rmit me to sa} that I rejoice 
in the ojiportunity it aflords me of e\iiicing m\ imalterabh* 
sentinii'nts ol (lel'ereiicc and esteem. 

.Mr. Hel/oni, who has been a long time out ot ni} employ 
and engaged in a work uiuleiiaken on his own ai-count, wrote 
.some time back to Sir ,lose|)h Hanks, j)ropo.sing his ser\iei's 
to the British .Museum;' with this I had had nothing to do 


* This alhnlfs ii> a nsim-st «»l sir thinks, whii ii .Mr. S.ili rlins 

ilotir«s in a h-rtcr tn Iniii, il.iUst Tlu-hc.s, IfUJi ol No\i*ml»t*r laiJk 
Siiia* tin* n*n*i])t oi’ your ( Sn .tovpli’s) 1 li:i\o liaii ;m 

tnnity of sliow iiif» tiiat jiart of rlu* roiiU'nts, \ i ch rcl’fi-s to vonr iilra 
of colhrLiiig for tin* llriiihli Musnun, to Itel/om, w'ho fools vory i^mroliil 
for thi.i notioo of Ihiii, and li.is lit*j;i'od mo to roiint lor him ;i lotlor oor- 
taiiiiiig liis proposals to tho TnisiOos of the British iMnsoiim, wliioh ym 
will fiiui enolosod. II. .'*> ' 


Sir, 


■ Tliohos, I till Nmv. laid. 


“ As I understand k is tin* wish of Sir .Tosojdi Banks that I should 
i‘ntor into an iirrangoinent wit’n the Trnsioos ol the British Alnsoum to 
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fkrthci* tluiii Toruarding his offiT, which 1 fhoiight it right to 
do, as Sir Jo^(*[)h Harks liad in soni(‘ (U'grec iuritcd liis 
services — tliongh Mr. Hankes, as well as niN^elf. conceived 
tile} would not he accepted. J liope yon will havi* the good* 
ness to lorgixe iny llius troubling you, ami believe me to be, 
di-i ir sir, with the greatest respect and gratitiidi*, 

“Your obliged and humble servant, 11. S.'’ 

‘‘ P. S. 1 have nu ntioni'd to ]\tr. Hamilton hi a late letter, 
the circumstance of’ Mr. Hank(‘s and m\‘«ell‘ having dis- 
coverv d,^n the feet ot’ one of the Colossi at Ipsambul, an 
inscri])tion in (ireck, written in the tinii' of’ Psaminatiehns, 

) for so the name is [here spelt, and it is a 
curious confirination of that not being a wrong spelling that 
the name in Herodotus is written throughout one ehajiter 
witli a or 'Ko/ui which In a dialec t might he easily 

changed to cc. 'flu' inscription itstll’, or ratlun* its contents, 
are not very interesting, hut, a^ jiroving the auti(|uity of the 
I eiuple, which i^ the fiiu'st in Nubia, singularlv so: as \\i'll 

employ ai\ '<.(•1/ in e.was ating ami ('ollnaiui; .ini uiui! \ Jn l’L-v|>t, I lake 
till iiicUumI of ac<iiiainling yon tiiat I sluiuI4tVi‘l i.u s<'lf liinliK !•o^.oln^‘^l 
ill iMigagiiig witli till' said I'or tin* ]i(Mi(,d «)!' iwo \*.irs, ]»i-o- 

riii*‘ing tlnit I would end<‘a\onr, lo ilir host ol io\ Kjiow N'd<;(‘, to (‘inploy 
tlu* al)o\c tinu* in tin* inoNt n.imuo n-stMnli<*s. Il.i\ im; to idr a eilnila- 
tion ol till- r\piMiscs noia's^arv t'i»r mu !i an MJiii«‘rl.ikiii«»-. (»>i a '. ale oipial 

li» that ol ,* V. la> li:i\o l.iirly Iutii \ ri ■ mu I'essj ul, I lind iliat «ui 

;)ii‘ mosl t'conmnnuil | hry w.mld aiiHiuin to llii> sum of lo'Mt/. jxTaii- 

iii.ni; inrlnding I In- nn pioMMiisu. Urj .s, Kailuvfs, and Kaiinakaiis 

lip iJie foiiniry : lra\iiii;ii n- ili» TriisliM-s tt» dindr «ui w liat«‘\ ir rn-oin- 
pi'UM's tlu‘\ lua;. lliink prop<-,- Inr u v own o\orti«ins (ui tliese <in'asionv, 
and request i:. •, if ni) ‘oniu's • hoiil ' Ik* acrr]>ti‘d, iliry will Ik* ple.isod to 
sjieeifyiii llieir answer w hai sum lliry <lri ide n]>on for ilii.s piirpnso, lo 
jnevent any fai tli(*r «l(*Ia\ . f take iJu* lil cj'In 'o lieg von will aiqnaint 
Sir .fose]»li H<iiii,s wuli m\ proposal .it tluj c.irla^si opportunity. I have 
tlie lionour to he 

“ Your most liunihh* and dwoled sti-, ant, (\ Br.i./ON 
(Copy) — Jil). 

* I’lohahlv Salt ami IMi. William Baiikes are here allmletl ti*. 
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as in confirming Herodotus’s account of the introduction of 
(ireek troops into the country at tlijs particular period, and 
its accordino so well with the sin^ilar Jiistory of the sc- 
^•ession of the l‘]^yptian army, and the journey into Xuhia of 
tile King in jmrsuit of them. I should feel great pleasure 
in sending you a copy of it, hut as a joint discover}- of 
iMr. Hankes and myself', I have thought it a compliment due 
to Jiim not to let a copy get abroad, at hast until his return, 
but }oii may be assureil that 1 will send to you the first 1 
forward to Ihigland. On the saim* h‘g weri* nuifty names 
of Ptolemy’s elejihaut and bird-huntms. I sinipose ostriches 
are meant by this, 'fo this long postscript J again subscribe 
myself, • Yours. ^S-c. IJ. S.” 

“■ 'J\i ilu* Ritjlif Hon. Ciiarhs \'orkr, .AIJ*. (\«*." 


I'Ai’Mac r or -\ i.i/rrim fhom itr\KN sAi/r. i-so. to 

Mil-: I \HI. Ol- MOIMNOKHIS. 


Mv i>i:Aa Loim), 


** (.'iiiro, *\Iay ‘Jftth, laiD. 


‘‘ IT the matter treatetl of in your last witc* not, as 
you say, a serious coijc^rn, I should he much inclined to 
smile at the construction uhich has been [lut upon my 
unfortunate letter and list, and \ihich it seems has gone 
nigJ) to stamp me ^^ith the character of a ,leu. As you, 
however, seem to think the business of real importance, I 
\\ill endeavour to throw a little light on tl;e affair. 

In the first phice. then, I eiiclosJi a '^ ■'py ol’my letter to 
Mr. Hamilton, which 1 happen luckily ‘ > have kept by’ me, 
and wj^icli, [ think, in itself you will iiilow is enough to 
put down all the very heavy imputations that have been 
lieapcd u|)Oii im*. *lt is a pnnttv letter, as y'ou will observe, 
to a friend, •consul ting liiiii as to the best means of acting, 
at a time when 1 understood from him that the Museum was 


not likely to be desirous of more Egyptian anticpiities, and 
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doing, in fact, the very thing you now recommend, ‘ offering 
my Collection at a fai^^ valuation to Government, and that 
valuation to be left tQ<'Mr. Hamilton and to any other per- 
sons the Government might appoint.’ But it seems it wast 
the inventory which gave so much offence ; truly it is a 
foolish document, written in one of those weak moments 
when we all make the most of what we possess ; but which, 
I declare, was never intended as any standard for the Go- 
vernment, or Museum, to be guided by, as my expression 
‘ Tiow much I might he mistaken in this rough ealculation 
must evince ; and the paragraph, also, (juoted by you from 
my letter to you, left open to Mr. Hamilton’s perusal, ‘ a7ul 
the rest I thinks if the idea be appealed of of offering at their 
own price to the British Mnsenmf tends pretty clearly to 
confirm what were my views on the subject, as will also all 
my subsequent letters to Mr. Hamilton, in which it will be 
seen that my principal, and, I may say, my only object, as 
far as my pecuniary interests w ere concerned, luis been to 
get niy expenses covered, with such interest for my money 
as would have accrued to me had I not entered intb the 
speculatioii, whicli money, it is to W pbserved, has not come 
out of my Consular income, of wdiich e\cry farthing has 
been spent in public service, but out of mg private fnnds^ 

“ Besides, it must be remembered that this does not take 
into calculation tlie risk 1 have run, and still run, with 
respect to this C’olicction, as the prospect of finding any 
thing, when I entered ’so deeply into expense, was very 
uncertain and miglit have proved altogether fallacious, and 
a mere tumult of the soldiers here miglit, even now, occa- 
sion the destruction of the greater part of what 1 luive got 
together without the least chance of my being repaid for 
the same. ^ 

“ Laying aside, however, all such considerations, and to 
the matter at rest, I now write to Sir Joseph Banks, 
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offering without condition, or stipulation .of any kind, the, 
whole Collection to the Museum, jexcepting always the 
articles meant for you. If they pkj^ my expenses I shall 
feel obliged, and if not, I can only look forward to the 
hope that the public may not ultimately overlook my good 
services to the state. 

“ As far as .regards Sir Joseph Banks, Mr. Yorke, Mr. 
Hamilton, and yourself, I am truly sorry that any inadvert- 
ent, or misunderstood expressions, should have been writ- 
ten to lessen me, for a moment, in your good opinions, as 1 
can truly state there is no person more grateful, nor more 
ready to attend to every wish you may do me tlie favour to 
express, than mysi‘If. As to the mass of the world, J am 
pretty much of a philosopher, and, so long as I have 
nothing to reproael^ myself w ith, do not very much regard 
its opinion. 

Before I conclude I must observe, that in giving you to 
understand that my letter to Mr. Hamilton has been mis- 
construed, I do not in the slightest degree mean to attri- 
bute it to that gentleman ;* but to the circumstance of iny 

• The above is writteu witli ffroat fcotwl as it u’as the showing 

of the list to Sir Josc{»h Banks, in the first instaiue, that iiiKiuestioii- 
ably was the ostennihic rause of all that followed ; hui if .Mr. llumilion 
was for u moment oif his guard, it will be seen, by the follow iiig note to 
Lord Mountiiorris, that he hud candour enough to admit his oversight. 

“Southampton, Sept. 30th, 1310. 

“Dear Mountnouris, 

“ I send you the enclosed from S&lt, and most willingly take upon 
myself any share of the hllftne arising from tit^ incautious manner of 
communicating liis former notices respecting his i idlectiuti of antiques. 

1 ought jL-ertaiiJy to have suppressed the catalog^le, as it was priced, 
but as it was referreil to in the body of the letter, 1 let it pass without 
discrimination. * * However, Salt’s explanation is very satis- 

factory, and I have no doubt, when we meet in town, we may do some- 
thing for him.* Vours, &c. William Hamilton,” 

After all, if the whole circumstance be considered, it appears that no ’ * 
vertf inexcusable share of blame couln fairly attach either to the writer 
of the list, or to its publisher. — 
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sending with it the Chriatte^sort of /isf, as you term it, without 
sufficient explanation. As to Mr. Ilaniilton, I am most 
grateful to luin J*or his^r'uany acts ot‘ kindness, and feel satis- 
fied that I ha\e not a better friend in the world. This 
explanation \\ill, J hope, satisfy' yon on the subjeet in 
(juostion, and convince >ou that 1 merit, as before, to sign 
myself, Your sincere friend, 11. S." 

P. S. Have the goodness to make the contents known to 
Sir Joseph l>ank> aiul Mr. Vorke. I lea\e the letter under 
a dying seal for Mr. Ilainiltoifs inspection, and that he may 
corn et the copv enclosed of m\ letter to him, if there should 
be any variation in the one I sent. II. S.” 

“ T«) till* Earl of .Moinitnorris.** 


FATKACT OK A I.rT'JllH 1 HOM HFMm SAl.T, 
TO WIM.IWI II\MII/rON, I’.SQ. 


My ni:Aji Sih, 


( :un>, .Mjiy Uill). 


“ 1 have just recei\t‘d vnur note and that of Sir .loseph, 
as well as a long letter from Lord i\I(Mintnorris, giving me a 
more complete detail of circnm.stances relali\(‘ to the feel- 
ings excited by my offer of the Collection. I really cannot 
help ihinking that the cry against me israthir bevonduhat 
J deserve, as well a> jirematiire. My h*tler to \on, if \on 
will have the goodness to refer to it, yon will find to be that 
of a ))erson consulting uith a friend, rather than containing 
a regular pioposal ; and even, as fajj as tlio propo>al goev, 
offering tlio Collection ‘ at a fair valuatioti, the value to be 
fixed you, and any other persons the (iovervinent might 
appoint.’ Surely there could be no great barm in this? 
Unfortunately, however, it seems to have been coupled 
naturally enough, though I own I had not foreseen the <‘ir- 
cnmstancc, with the rough inventory I sent you, giving an 
ido^ of my private estimation of tin? several articles: a 
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foolish document, as I luive confessed in my answer to 
f-ord Mountnorris, and one that I ^^ertainly did Jiot tliiuk 
ol‘ publisliinj^. 'fliiis I am thought L\ha\e hei’ome a derdor, 
a Jew, and I know no! how main oilier shocking api>ella- 
tions. r am truly glad, houcvcr, to find that \ou have not, 
in conseijuence, cast me off* as unworthy of your farther 
iiotiee. 

“ 'J’o ol)\ iatc, howe^er, any farther mis.ippri-hen^ion of 
my motives, 1 lia\e thought it right to wrlu' the < iielo>ed 
letter to Sir ,losi‘j)li, offering ofliciallv m\ wIioU I 'olh eti«)ii 
to the .Museum, witliouf an\ condition, or ^npnlation ; for 
rather than forfeit Sir .lo^ejilfs. Mr. \'ork('’s, or \our good 
opinion,] would gladl\ giw' up all tln^ anli(|iiitieN in the 
uni\cr>e. I shall certainl\ hr glad to Ikim’ m\ expenses 
paid, for the rc'.o' ms I have hetore mentioned to you, hut 
even if this should he thoug.ht t(»o much In tlu‘ Museum, I 
shall rest thoroughly >atisfK‘d in the thought that (lOM'rn- 
nienl ma> s«)me d<iy or othm Kmeinher in\ s(*r\ ices, and 
(Miahle nu', h> some future anangi'inioit. to spend m\ latter 
da^ s in Ihirope. 1 1. S.’’ 

A short tinii- \ i<)Us to the dati* of tlii‘ ah^ve letlia’, and 
while he w.i*,/// «>f!he manner in which hi< ofler 

to (io\enuneni had heiMi ri'ceived. Mr. Salt addressed an- 
other U'tter to Mr. llamilron, extracts from which 1 subjoin, 
as they will si‘r\e to show tlu* great exju nsi hi- had been at 
in forming his Collection, as well as -’'c value that niU'^t 
have heiMi put ujion it h\ persons in gypt Ciinversanl in 
such^ igatterw. 

( .iiro, 31. h l\, IHJ!;. 

“ Tor the prC'cntl lia\e ti'a-ed tollecling, as 1 found the 
e.xpenso toA hca\ y. M’hat I liave collected 1 shall foii^aril 
home for the Museum, and shah he content to receive what- 
ever maybe deemed a moderate recompense. I Iwue no 
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doubt, that in oiir fit of cntlmsiasm \vc liaxt* greatly exag- 
gerated the \aliie ol’ ihest' reniain.s, but they are sueh 
as will (h> iKHioiir to/niy (’olleetion. 1 shoiiUI ln)j)e there- 
fore to replact* the money I ha^e aiUaneed. which, with 
intere'^t, will amount lo something mon* than three thousand 
jiounds. In addition to tlie article.-^ 1 menlionid in a letter 
to you, I ha\e a flni' statue, got out of the ruins of the true 
iMemnoniurn, about nine fei't high, in tiu' sanu‘ position and 
with the same hieroglyphics (as far as what Dr. ^’oung calls 
the naaie) as the gieat ''tatue with thi* (ireek inscri])tions. 
You will he aware that my cxpcnsrs ivlll he much augnu'iiteil 
by stMidiiig home the sexiral articl(‘>, sonu‘ of which are hulkv . 
that I havi‘ colh‘cti‘d, freight and in-uraiici‘ being heavy ; I 
should he therefore glad if you could lu lp me in getting an 
order irom the Adtniralty to the \dmir.d at. Malta to as'^isl, 
for though I know him very well, yeill woulil hi- pleas.mtei, 
both to him and to myself, to have it done h\ an order horn 
liome, Jle would only Ii.im* tn .oithoii/i tIu' tr.in^ports 
comijig here to receive fium .i*. article- inlt nded for the 
British .Museum. I leel as-iiual you will have the i:oi»diuss 
t«) get this done for me. 

“ If ilie i\Uiseum would give me ItaM)/. and take the risk 
on themsi'lves, I would gladly snid them dl I ha: In re- 

mains of scul[)ture m tnxttl, in muimme- of animals and birds, 
M! vases, as well as j)ajjyii, .jidepi'inlent of tiu- statues and 
tragments of .st-itiu-, 1 w .11 venture to say it is the best (’ol- 
leclum ever m*ide, e\»-ept ;Im» of \Ion'^ieur Drovetti’s. and 
lie vvouUl not )>art with his ioi kmi lliousand ])ounds. II. S." 
‘‘ To William Ilaii'ilnni, Pm|.' « 


These explanatory letters on the part (>f Mr. Salt apju'ar 
to have dissipated the unplea.s mt ieelings widen had hi-en 
])re\iously excited, and to have aiforded great satisfaction 
to all his friends, — perliaps with the exeeplion ofSii Jo.ejdi 
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Hjiuk-, wlio, lu* admits in tlu* in*; note to INIr. 

N'orke, that Salt had ^iieeiH'ded in r'^movin^ iVoin his mind 
e\eiv mil‘a\ onrahlc impic'^siuiu ^rtVtill harps tipon the 
nrii;inal ^ru-vanei* ol* the prieed li"! hi'ing loruarded to 
Air. Hamilton. 

MJt .1. li.WKS lO I !1 I'. Iirf.iri CIIXUIJ'S XOHKI’. 

“ >olii) .S<|ii:iir, 1st, lall#. 

“ M \ i»i' \ It Si It, 

At the re(|ne'l oll.oitl ^I 4 )nnt noi ri'-, whose letter I en- 
eloM‘, aiul oT Mr. Salt, I srnd Tor \oin perusal a h-tii-r liom 
tliat i:(M)tleman, ami the loim om- liom him to Mr. Hamilton. 
Mr, Salt N\ ishes t»> diseharm liom 30 m mind, as well as 
li' 4 nn nem* and others ot his ti ieiids. the opinions u(* (‘liter- 
faint'd <*n peiiisinii his selu'ilnle ol’ \ alual io»t oi'his l-'o^ptian 
('•'llettion He h,i ^ eel tainl\ reiiio\(Ml it, wlileh is a ^ood 
me.isnre on his part : hut he does not appear to mt' to e.sta- 
hhsh on an\ eood i^ionnd his reasons Tor ha\in<^^ orii^inally 
sent it. 

“ I have the honoin to he, I've. Josm’ii I5\\ks.‘' 

I i:OM Ml i:i(-lll IION. CM Mills MIMKI. 
till el»l\ to I ln' pi 4*1 4'lllllL,^ ) 

I>««;iiiii;niiis, N«»\ . .'nil, Ittin. 

• 1)1 \n di»si:i'if r>\\Ks. 

“ I had the honour ot’ieeeivme \onr nott' with th.e enelo- 
snns fnnn Lord Monntnorris and Mr Salt, (hert'with 
retnrni'd. ) and am ohhued to \on Tor th ommnnieation. 

I hiul.p/ev ioi.*Nl V', some w eeks aj^o, reei‘i' t'd . 1,‘tter trom Salt 
hiniselt' to the s.inu' purpose, and whieh eertainlv a[)j)eared 
to me to be satisl'ietorv in relerenee to tlii' sniijeet alluded 
to. Having •had oeeasion, also, to see Mr. Jlamilton when 
1 was last in town, I I’ouiid that his impressions were the 


same as mine. 
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‘Ml is inipossihlr foi any man, I think, who has any pre- 
tensions to si'holarship. or elassieal tasti' not to feel hiffhli/ 
interested in tlie (list<>v('rii‘s whieh lia\i‘ lately heen made 
in the liiK' of‘ ll^yptian antiipiities. especially since the 
arrival of oiir friend Salt at his desiiiual statinii; and,- 
.•dthoii^h ‘ a rttfut inunnni/ is so miieli f/ir ardcr ttj' lln' 

1 cannot help hopini; that tin* ^loiisc of ('onnnons may 
1)1* indiie(*d to snpplv the Mii'iiim with .idcfpiati* funds (not 
Jieeessarilv c\tra\aiLianl ) to enahle the 'rni-loes to secure 
ior the Ih'itish natitni tin* most import. mt and cmaoiis oi' the 
anti(piitii’s which have l)e(.‘n oht.iim'd hv Mr. Salt, and those 
who have acti d with him with so nmch rri*(lit and jjlory to 
themselves. I pai t Icul.irlv .dhnh* to thi* sarro|)haiins from 
the ‘ rciial tombs.’ tin* ‘ svcaiinn’i* siatnes' found in them, 
the ‘ bust from 'I’liebes' which is spoken of. and tin* •' pa- 
j)\ri.’ It would bi* <in indelible diseracc il* soch art icles a*'i 
these were eithei permitted to find their wav to ;inv Ibreiirn 
miiseittn, or w ere to bet onn' r/ y’/////o//\ ilmnfi .nid a sNhjn f 
oi’ ;vy//v / and niort ilicat ion to those w ho hav e had the sjnrit, 
the intelligence, and tin* pcrseveranie to obtain tht*ni. 
Siirelv this can nevi-r In*; and, even should the lloust* ol' 
C’ommons j>rove so tasteless and snj)ine, I trust the Prince 
Re^i'iit, will never snlfer so ^reat a blemish to i.ill on the 
national honoii*. In anv ease. 1 trust th.it !iie.h-s|)irit(*d 
indiv idnals enough mmhi be i’oimd to J esen^* their lomitry 
fr(»m such a diseraet ; .~|;'»iild it he nei e^sarv to form .iny 
stil)scrij)tion for this pnrp)^ and to defr.iv Mr. S;ilt's t‘\- 
peiists and t'.dr l(iss on !ii< i apit.d, I for one, thoin;h not 
rich, will vir\ readily ami cheerfully di-jn-sit I'.v pro- 
portion. 

“ Salt’s leMer to me mentions, wliat I take it for 
pfranted yon are more corr(*etly informed abofit, the very 
curious and intcrostinj^ inscription found on one of the 
con ssi at Tpsambul, attributed to the aiie of P.sammatichus. 
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If this be really so, (bein^, I aj)pri‘licncl, referable to about 
se\en hundred and forty \i‘ars !>. (\ or about tlic fortietli 
()1\ in[>iad, ) a liic-siinili' oi‘the rhtirati^rs will be most hii?,hl^ 
desirable, as they must be amont( the most andiade ol' any 
that lia\e come down to us; and, as it, si‘ems that the (Jreek 
colonies and aii\iliaries then in t’roin \sia Minor, 

were ehieily fnnn the /o///V tribes, it may be a means of 

elearinj; uj) some of the diilienltii's respect in;; tlu* t'arlv 

(ireek eharaetia's. 

“ Should \nu h.i\e .inv nioie inioimation (*n this 

interestiiii; ti»|)ie, p(‘rlhij»s \ou will have the m)ndm‘^s to 
allow \our amaniieiisi*. to ^i\r nu* a line on the sti|)|eet. I 
ol)ser\e that v ou ari* aware ot* IN-.ree's fortunate escaja* 

from llahi'sh with Ins papers. I trust there will In' no dif- 

lieultN ii' 'iettin^ the broad It t.ilsini from his nami' at the 
Na\ \ lioaial : I shall be ulad to a'-''ist. it’ neee'-'iirv . Excuse 

this lonjH sci.jwl, and behe\e me, Ac. ( it Mll.i's Voukj:.” 
“ Tin* Kitiln Ihm. Mr Jeveph I».iiil\s, (i.t'.IJ.” 


1 liOM WIILIAM Jl \\I t l.l OX, I St^. in sin .lOsI'l'll n \NKS. 


l)i’ \ n Si li Jnsri'ii, 


“ 'till, lajft. 


“ I bee: ta return the enclosed letters irom Salt, Lord 
Mi)unlnorri'., and Mr. ( harles VorKe, and willingly add my 
testimony to the expediency of takini;- some public measuri' 
for ensuring- to the Mu-eiini this ^aluable Colli'ction of 
l\i;yptian anticjuities. *My last letters from Salt are to tin' 

same i tlV'ct, and he adds, that many of tl. • new discove- 

• • 

ries, ol’ ^ireek, inscriptions in connexion w'ii. hiero^h phics, 
jro far to demonstrate the comparati\ (dy modern <latt‘ of 
many nf the temples of tliat couniry. » * Pi.rhaj)s 

the 'rrustees«)f the Museum will tlirei t an application to be 
made to (rovernment for a transport to be sent to Alex- 
andria to brinjj; ofl‘ the whole of what Salt is ready to ship. 

‘‘ Yours, Ac. \Vu,LiAM Hamilton.” 
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' Ncitlicr this rccoininfndiition, liowevtT, of .Mr. Hamilton, 
nor the lcttL*r olMr. \orkc, written in tlie true spirit of an 
aeeoinplished i^entlemMii and enliiilitened statesman, appears 
to ha\e produced an\ immediate elleet in liivour of Mr. 
Salt’s interesl. It was certainl\ the intention of Sir dosepli 
Bank> t(» take an earl\ opportunil\ of l.i\int; Sall’r^ jn’oposal 
lK‘fori‘ilie 'I'rll^tel■s of' tin* Museum, as will be si‘en from the 
subjoined extracts of a letter of his written to tlie Bari of 
Mount non is. 

Js.ilio >iju;irr, Nov. I till, Ifiin. 

M ^ i)i: \ a Loud, 

“I ha\e di'lau'd answerin'^ \our Lordship’s liist letter 
until I ha\e laid tiim* to carr\ into i*xei‘ution tlie commands 
it contained. I enclosi* Mr. Voike's letter and Mr. Hamil- 
ton’s. both ol’whom ari‘ ardimt w ell-w ishia-s to Salt. * 

Oiu' of Salt's statues has arrived: it is tlu‘ om‘ he values at 
StMt/. ; conse(juentl\ , in his opinion, tlu‘ hi‘st he has. I am 
takintj measures to ha\c it remo\ed to the British Museum 
.md placed there in jmhiicview, preparatory to tlu* arrival 
of the rest of the (’olh'ction: it is now' in a cellar in the city. 

1 went witli (’omhe in the hope of seeing’ it, hut f'ound the 
stairs too narrow ; he saw if, ami cou'^ideis it as far the best 
L;^\|)tian work he has si'en, tiu* ^^enlnon exi’i'pted. ^ ^ ^ 

rile i^i’iieral nievtiUL^ (»!' 'I’rusti e'' of ihc r>rili-,h Musi‘uniw'ill 
\er\ soon take place. I >hall then make known Sail's pro- 
jjosal, which will. I no doubt, he iiistantU accejited, 

and a Utter wrltlui lo rht \dniiralt\ reipu-st ini;- that tin- 
next transpon sent ti^ Alexa-idiia ina\ he directed to hrin^ 
Salts collection lo Malta, from w lienee we sliall very’ soon 
obtain them. ^ * * Adi-eii. my dear Lord, and believe 

me, with real esteem and rei; ird, \our Lordshiji’s 
“ Most faithful and most hunihle servant, 

JosKi’ii Banks." 

*'■ To till* Burl of MounlTin.-ris.” 
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I'nmi tlii.s k ttor, it is probable* that -Sir ,Iose|)b conuniini- 
caU'd Mr. Salt’s pro|>o^al sliortl\ al^trwards to tlu- Trusti o> 
()l the Museum: but tin* loffrinilics of wort* at tiiis 
poriod coinin;^ i'a^t upojj Iiiin. and deallK w bid) ocouirrd 
In tin* f()]l(n\ inii: \ cai\ apprar> to ba\(‘ proMaitod an} active 
measures lr»)in beiiiLC adnpti'd ibr a eonsiderabli* time, as 
Afr. Salt, in tlii* InlNiu inir Ii‘tter ad<lressfd to Mr. IJieliards 
t\w) ^ i‘ai*s afler, stafi's that be bad up to tliaf period been 
li'ft >\itlioiit ibe '-babies! e//// ye/ inUiee, h tiin anv fjiiartei', 
rt*spi‘et me, ibt* olUa’ ol bi'' C’olU-elion to tbi- Mn‘>eLini, nitiile 
tbroiiel) Sir .lo^epl) Hank^. in M.i\ ISIP. 


‘ \I \ j)i > It i: K'li \ inis. 


( .iin>. 'Jtjili ol AI.i). It'JiiJ. 


*• I l.i'elx leeeixed, on m\ i\lnrn iVoni I ppt r I'.iivpU 
\\ berV 1 lia\( been ,ibs«‘nt toi •^nnn' niontb's. \oiir letter ol 
tbe Stb of Ol toiler, * ' ’ I n < '‘i’ P 


bad uitbtbi' ''.ireopiia^e))"* I but I iirtainl} eould not I’oresee 
tlu* dillienllv \oii would ba\i, (werObino on ni> part baNinj^ 
b(‘i‘n V(‘r\ eb'.ir and explleit, as von will see byliu' i-nelost'd 
e\liails ol' ( orrespnndeiiee. * * ' I is ,i copy ol 

pari ol'ni^ letter to Mr. I l.imilloii, otreriiie ni\ (dlk*elion to 
( lOMM'innenl. and asking adviee on tbe '“•ubjeel. No. J, 
wbieb nn losi'd No. -i honi Sn Jo-si pb liank^-, .s tlu* o////y 
aiis\' er i evi’i* ieeei\i'd to tbi'' apjilu at ion ; and at tbe sami.* 
time I I'eeeixed a b iter Iroin Loi'd Mountnorii^, telling me 
I was considered worsi- tban koril IJein. Ac. all ol wbieb 
i.s not ver_\ like ‘ an aci-eplanee id' i*n\ piopcsbion,’ sup- 
jiosi’d b\ Lord Moimlnorri.s in Ids letter to . m on tin* .sub- 
ject ot» tlu* saiN opba.eu": — tlu re was notbin.L, tberi-fore, to 
prexent my I'ntO'in;; into an\ ai^reinunt I iniubl eboose 
wilb Uel/oni. No. *1 contains m\ answer Mi Sir doscpb 
Ikmks, in eon^e«jueiu-e of w bat be !iad writ ten to me, makin^r 


f This iilluiles to l?«*l 7 «)Mi\ rl.'iiiii hihhi it, wliirli «T«*ateil la* small ilc- 
^rree of irouliU*, amt will la- allmWJ u* lien after 
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an uttronditional offer of niy C‘ollection to the Museum, of 
wlncli lie was a 'IVustee, with the exception of tlic sarco- 
phagous, w'liicli, as you /■■ill scij I stated must he taken at a 
fair \aluation, to rid of lh‘lzoiu*s claim. At the same 
time I iru losi'd a coj)y of that part of the agreement w itli 
IJel/oiii which coiiccrned the .'-arcopha^U'^. 

hVom that time to this I ha\e recei\ed no communication 
from Sir .Iosi*ph lianks, tlu* Mii'-eimi. or tlu* ( lovermneiit, in 
any sha|)i‘, except a nolilieation, which I tlmik Air. W. Pankes 
was ^»)od enouioh to rnaki* me. that a •»hip was to he senf to 
take mv (’ollection ; hut thi^ was so loii^‘ dela\i‘d, that, 
ha\in«o lio oflicial notice of tiu* same, 1 hecamc' alarmed for 
tlu* sarco|)haf 0 u? 5 , which was in dail\ i isk of hi'injo hrokeu, and 
sent it honu' by thi* Diana. No. is a copy ol‘ a letter 
sent to Air. Hamilton at the same time that I wrote to Sir 
Joseph. No. h, m\ letter to Lord Mountnorris on the same 
subject. No. 7, is a lettia* th.it I ha\t‘ now written to the 
'fruslees of the Museum * so that \ ou w ill ha\ i* all w hicli has 
j)assi*d on the siih|ect. — Aouwiil l)i‘ awari' that my mar- 
riage and till' hirlh of m\ child, to:n llu'r with m\ \ery 
precarious health which J am sorry to .>ay still I’onlinues, 
have altered considerably m> own nIcw oI* the question; 
but this ean make no dilferenee in m\ engagi nient w ith 
the Museum, made through Sir .Iose|>h Panks, l)\ wliich I 
undoubtedly mean to tihitlc -so that whate\er tlu'V may 
oiler uu', I fei'l m\'til iMumd to ria-eiM*, and shall thank 
(lod, wjien it is eom-huU'd at ha\ing got rid oi* what you 
will see has not been a \i‘ry j'leasnut allair ; though instead 
of the u})braidings and ilisip.ii't that I ha\U' incurred, T 
might have expected some small thanks fui' my exiTtions, 
advance of all J liad in the world, risk and loss of interest to 
which I liave been exposed. Put they do '‘ihese things 
differently in England from other countries, and it is always 
useless to complain. 
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“ I have written to Mr. Yorke, Lord Mountnorris, and 
Mr. William Bankes on this occasion/who will all, I am sure, 
lend their kind assistance towards procuring me a fair re- 
muneration. I also wrote a note to'lVIr. Combe, being fully 
sensible how much I owe to his kindness in putting together 
my Collection. I am only astonished how' he could make 
out the list at all, owing to the confusion in which they 
were embarked in plague-time. 1 am glad to say that the 
numbers .‘IH, ;3J), have been found in the Shuna, where they 
were left by spme mistake. — They arc' in good condition 
and now on their way to England. 

“ I need not beg you, my dear fellow, to e\ert yourself, 
as far as lies in your power, on this oc'casion, as I am sure 
you will do all thj^t is possible. In ease of‘any person, on 
my part, being asked for by the Museum t(» assist in any 
valuation they may choose to make, you ma} apply to Mr. 
Fuseli, iMr. Chajjtrc'y, Mr. Flaxman, or Mr. Westmacott, of 
whose judgment 1 have a very high opinion, or any other 
persons you may think right; or advise with Lord Mount- 
norris or Mr. Halls. In fact, I leave you full powers to act 
for me throughout this affair when it may be necessary, 
being highly satisfied with the prudence, judgment, and 
attachment to my interests, which j'oii have hitherto showm. 

ft may he right to tell you in contidence, that I 
hope to get lour thousand pounds from (rovernment, or 
otherwise I shall feel myself aggrieved, should it be fivx' 
thousand, I shall be highly satisfied. Yc.'i know, I believe, 
that I was offered for the sarcophagus ten . lousand dollars 
?■// JTk/ifpf, bV Mr. Drovetti ; and the same offer was re- 
peated to me by a, Ih-ussian traveller, Baron Mimitoli, who 
begged me, sliould tlie Ciovermnent not take it, to let him 
have the rcJusal. In Franee, I could get at least double 
what I have above stated for my Collection, though, as Mr, 
Yorke observes, ‘ this is not exactly a fair argument.’ Thougli 

V 2 
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certainly the Government had no actual claim on my Col- 
lection — especially when the present is considered which 
I made to the Miisevini of my half share in the great 
head. ^ ^ . 

Yours very truly, * Tl. S.” 

A short time previously to the date of the aho\c*, IVfr. 
Salt addressed a letter to the ^'l ustees of the* iVTuseum, re- 
newing the unconditional offer ol‘ his ( ollection, whi(‘h lie 
had uade tlirough Sir.!. Hanks in ISlt), and of which he 
following is a copy. 

Tr) I’ltK riit's'i nF.s or tuk nuirrsH mi sr.rM. 

“ My Lords and (icntlcmen. ‘‘Cairo, May lOtli, 

“ Having received th(‘ satisfactory intelligiMice that the 
whole of my Lgyj>tian (’ollection, as ])er catalogue trans- 
mitted, Mhich 1 Mas ])ressed by my iVit nd and patron, the 
late Sir Joscj)h Hanks, to place at your disposilioii, Juts 
arrived in safety; I take the liberty of re])eating my un- 
conditional offer of it to the Hritish Museum, wilJi the ex- 
cejuion as before stated in my letter to Sir .losi'ph Hanks, 
dated May -JHth, 1819, of’ which 1 enclose an extract, of the 
alabaster sarcophagus, which, according to agreement with 
7vlr. Heizoni, I have to beg may be estimatetl at a fair 
valuation. 

At the same time I feel it necessary for my interest t^ 
state tliat, this Collection has been made by me at great 
expense (upwards of three (In)usand j)ounds,) at the im- 
minent risk of the funds employed, out of private property 
left me by my Jiither, to which alone (iii case of any dis- 
aster. occurring to me, and my health has l)eeb for some 
years and continues to be very precarious) my family lias 
to look for support. I have, therefore, to throw myself 
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entirely on your liberality, and shall be perfectly satisfied 
with wliatever you may determine in yiy favour. 

I have the honour to bi>, 

Aly Lords and (lentlemen, 

With the highest respect, 

Your very obeilient humble servant, 
IIlnky Salt.” 

[Here follows the extract from Salt’s letter to Sir Josejih 
Banks.J 

In llie course of the two precc'din*^ uxirs, Mr. Salt had by 
degrees forwarded most ol‘ Jiis C’ollet tion to his agent, Mr. 
Bingliani Richards, with instructions to deposit the different 
portions, as they arrived, in the British Miistnimas his pro- 
perty, ^aking at the same time an acknow ledgment to that 
effect, until all the antiejuities should be asscnd)U‘d, and a 
fair idea formed of the nature and cxtimt of the Collection. 
The sarcophagus seems to have been nearly the last article 
sent and as soon as .Mr. Salt liad Iearnt‘d that it Jiad reached 
England, he lost no time in renewing his former offer to 
the MuMcum, w'liicli had so long- rcmaine<l w ithout notice. 
(Ircal difficulties, however, in the nu*an while, had arisen 
from Bcizoni’s claim on the sarcophagus, wliicli gave Salt's 
agent, IMr. Richards, much trouble in arranging, owing to 
his previous ignorance that any agreement^ exiated on the 
subject. Salt had indeed made Sir .Joseph Ihrnks acciuainted 
with the circiunstance, but the death of the latter rendered 
the communication of no avail, as it appea. never to have 
transpirod, or»at least to have been forgotten. It therefore 
excited considerable surprise in Mr. Ricliards, soon after 
the arrival of the sarcophagus in hhigland, to receive a visit 
from Mr. Belloni, through whom he first gained iiiforination 
of the conditional claim which Belzoni liad upon this curi- 
ous and valuable piece oTtintjciuity,-- the latter at the same 
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time producing the agreement between him and Mr. Salt, 
and strongly opposimf sarcophagus being sent to the 
British Museum. ' 

This representation occasioned Mr. Richards some em- 
barrassment : tlic orders Irom Mr. Salt positively directed 
him to deli\er tlie sarcophagus to the Museum, while tlie 
agreement between Messrs. Salt and Belzoni made him 
hesitate in the course lie was to pursiu*, lest in delivering 
the article to the Trustees ol* the Museum, w'ithout a ])rc- 
vious valuation of it, he might he compromising the iiiterests 
both or Salt and Bel/oni. In the mt‘an while, tlie latter 
had applied to the captain of the ship, as w ell as to Mr. 
Briggs, who chanced to be in London, to get the sarcopha- 
gus detained on board the vessel, in consequence of the 
agreement he held, till such time as he could address a 
memorial to the Trustees to permit him to take possession 
of the article and exhibit it to the public. 'The delay he 
asked for, it appi'ars, was granted, but the prayer of his 
memorial was refused. While tliese pro(‘eedings were going 
on, Mr. Richards, who held the bill oi’ lading, and was 
anxious chiefly for tlie inter(*st of Mr. Salt, thought it ad- 
visable to consult with the friends of the latter upon the 
delicate situation in wdiich he felt himself })laced ; and he 
accordingly addressed a letter to Mr. Hamilton, asking ad- 
vice on the occasion. I'he billowing is aiP extract from it, 
which will cx])lam his own vitwv of the ([uestion. 

“TO WlJ.LrAAI HAMILTON, KSQ. 

London, 12tli of Scjil. 1821. 

* u 

4. > X- * j subsequently found it nceessary to write to 
Lord Mountnorris and Mr. Charles Vorke upon the subject 
of Belzoni’s apprehensions tliat, if the sarcopUagus went to 
the Museum without a previous valuation, he might not 
obtain any thing for his contingent interest, whereas it 



TIIK I•(;VI*T1AN AM'IQUITIKS. 


327 


appears, by his owji statement, that tlie sarcophagus can be 

sold for tJiree thousand pounds, ivliich makes his interest in 

. • 

It amount to iivo liundrcil pouiuli-v * the <^ontlcnicu 

ahove-ni^inocl Iiavo lms^\ orod at U*n<^tli upon the subject, and 
the result is, that the\ cannot authorise me, or approve of 
my de\iating from Mr. halt's ordias. 

“ 1 now learn that lU I/onl has petitioned tin* dVustees of 
the Museum, throu^li Mr. Planla. to allow him to exhibit the 
sarcophauus, ami if i^ sii])ntwi*d that ha\e vanetioned the 
apj)licat ion. Should thi^ ht‘ the ( ase, aiid shoulil it he deia'ded 
uj)on in lavourol‘Mi. Iiel/oni. I cannot obji'ct to it, hut iimst 
claim such euaraiitei*, or indi-mnilN. a^ mav be satisfactory, 
for ha\in,i»- up the po.^se'*si(*n (»r thi‘> \aluahle article; 

and I tru.st that >ou will eh‘arly ''Cc* the .^itu.itiou ofresjxm- 
sibilit\ in uliieh 1 am placed as holder ol‘ thi‘ bill »)l‘ ladini* . 
1 should be ''orr\ to do an\ thin'» w hudi mieht inereasi', or 
kec}) ali\e any irritation betweim Mr. Salt and Mr. Ih l/.oni, 
^)ut I luiNc no pouer tojjceedi* to an\ [)lan that may bt‘ pro- 
posed even Ibr Mr. Salt's inter(‘'-t. I am his a^ent only to 
a certain extent, and if hi>s friends, who are better able to 
jud<i‘e. tliiidv projx'i' to interfere u ilh, or alti-r his instructions 
to me, I must he held haimle<s to tlie fullest I'xtiMit. All 
this is under a su])pnvition th.it some arranutMiuMits may be 
in contemplation to lavour 'tir. r>el/om’s \lous: but at the 
same time I cannot think that tlu* d'rustei's, or anybody elsi‘, 
will authorise ini' to deliver the bill of lading, or the sar- 
copha<j;us, to an\ third person. It aj)[)ears that Mr. J>el/oni 
has so far iidluenei d the agents of the 1 '' 'Ui, as to procuri* 
a delqy in J:he landintr of tin- articles, n.v ily as an act oI‘ 
courtesy towards him, in expectation of liLs obtaining per- 
mission to lake possession. ^ 

• 1 am, &:c. Hinc.iiam Uichards.” 

To this letter I do not find any reply, but it appears by 
the following from l^clzoni to ]>Ir. Rii bards, which is quite 
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characteristic of the man, that Mr. Hamilton had givc*n no 
sanction to the above application made through Mr. Planta 
to the Trust ce.*^. , ' 

I 

*u vjljj I0^\|ui!in Hall, IMir.ulilly, •IT-. Hl-I- 

“ IIa\ing seen Mr. 1 lamiltoii sinei- I saw \ou, I wa< not a 
little surprised loiind, that you niadi' a com])Iaint against me 
in conse(pienee ot* the di‘lay ol'thc alabaster sarcophagus, 
from the Diana t’rigati*. 'riiough it is iniinatenal to me to 
wJiom you complain, I h(‘g \<»u for tin* future lo hi* more 
cautious in making use of' m\ nanu* on such unfounded in- 
sinuation and intrigues. 

“ Yours, A'c. (i. Ri'i./om. 

To 31 r. Riclianls, RroKor.” 

'To this voinfnnis letter Mr. Richards fell it unneeessar\ 
to reply, and conti'nted himself* h\ writing mi the eo\er 
the f*olloning ajipropi iate lines: — 

Rij’riol* .iiiiin.i tm* inniiiia iianiri * 

In cciiiMi ill ^raiidis-siin't s| jtnra.” 

At any rati* it does not seem proh.ihle that .Mr. Hamilton 
could ha\e had an\ concern in the memorial to the 'frus- 
tee.s, as it was onl\ ahoul a forlnight hefore that he wrote 
as follows, in answer to an a|)plication from .Mi. Richards 
respecting the ilisjio'^al of the sarcophagus. 


■ Cri:N ri r.\i i;n-. 


Fiuri!.'U ( )iri(‘<*. .'to, nt2I. 


“ I cannot take ujion i.i' si lf to authori/e i///// ile\iation 
from Mr. Sail's instructions lespecting his sarcophagus, 
nor was 1 aware of .Mr. l5eI/oni s iuLenlion to make such a 

I I 

claim. I am, gentlemen, \ our oheilient servant, 

“ \\ ii.M i \i Hamilton.” 

To 3Iossrs. Riiij'l'iam Richards, A:c.” 

Nearly at the same time Mr. Richards addressed the 
folov/ing letter to Mr. Charles Yorke, and a similar one to * 
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Lord Moiintnorris and i)thL-ri> among !\Ir. Salt’s friends, 
stating his unpleasant situation and re([uesting advice. 

« 

TO Tin: HU. IIT irn\. niAHIJS YOHKK. 

Dkah Sih, .V i,oiiil4ni. Sept. 7, I«2J. 

“ Since I had tlie lionour ol your coinj)any at my house to 
see Mr. Salt’s drawings. »!vc. I ha\e reeeixed a hill of lading 
ol’ the celebrated sarcophagus and some other pieces of an- 
cient sculpture. wliich aiT‘ an‘i\c‘d in the Diana 'rurkish fri- 
gate from Alexandria, and will he l.mdt‘d in a few da\s ; hut 
I am soiiu what in a dilemma rispeeting the sareophagus, 
and wish for \»mr opinion, as Mr. Salt's friend. lie tli- 
rects me to deli\i'r the sarc*ophagus, and all other pieci‘s, 
to tire llritish Aln'^iMim in deposit lor him. as hefori*, 
against a ri'Ci ipl that the\ are so deposited as his |)ropertv. 
'This appears (o he in conse<pH‘nc*e ol' an agremnent or con- 
tract, which lutwevir 1 ha\e iicmm* sein, between tin* 'I’rus- 
li‘es of the llritish Miisemu and .Mr. Salt, or some oiu* on 
his behalf, hv wliich they agrei* to take all his ('ollection 
at a ^ahlation to In* snhsi‘<pientl\ madi*. .Mr. I>(*l/.oni has 
waited ujion me with an agreement in ."Nlr. Salt’s hand- 
writing, and la'gnlarlv signi'd and s(*aled, wheri'in it is spe- 
cified that he ( lh l/<»ni ) is ('iitithal to one hall' shari* of tin* 
produce of the saiadjihagus, o\cr and al)()\e the sum of two 
t]ii>Usand jionnds; Mr. l>cl/.oni has thus an inti*ri*st in this 
item, and he is fearful that if tin* sarcophagus goes to the 
seum, then* will be no ])rohahility of his obtaining anything 
at all, whereas he has at this present moinen* an offer of three 
thousaipl pojpnls h>r it, which wouhl of cou*’ e secure to him 
five hundred pounds, ainl he expresses an anxJety that the sar- 
cophagus should ndt gt) to the Musi*um upon,im uncertainty 
as to its val»e, lest it should not he in Mr. Salt’s power to 
take it away and dispose of it elsew here, provided the sum, 
w hich the Trustees may value- it at he not ecpii valent at least 
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to that now oiTered. I liave no sort of authority to deviate 
from Mr. Saifs instructions, nor should I feel disposed to 
hesitate at all, or to ask an opinion upon the subject, were it 
not with a view of serving Mr. Salt's interests. You will there- 
fore much oblige me by giving me your ideas uj)on it. Per- 
haps you may Kmov more a1)out the agreement, or contract, 
wdth tlie Trustees, hut to me it appcar*s that they are, or 
ought to be, bouiul to give the highest value that the article 
will fetch, and, in case ol’ diHerence, there is no power in 
them t(^ retain, or withhold the sarcojdiagus, if Mr.Salt should 
demand it in order to obtain abetter price for it than the 
Trustees would give. Mr. Hamilton writes to me that he 
cannot autliorise any deviation Ironi Mr. Salt's instructions, 
I shall in like manner consult Lord Mountnorris. 1 heg^lcave 
to apologize lor troubling you; but Mr. Salt has mentioned 
your name in case of any advice being wanted, and I am 
fully aware of your abilities to give it, 

“ I am, cS:c. I've. lliNdiiAM RiciiAuns. 

“ To the Right lion. (Jluirles Vorke, 

FROM Till-: RtGIir IlOV. CIlAni.i:s i\ kf.im.y to 

Tiiii 

“ Dkaii Sir, ** Ihniingtons, Soj)!. 10, 1021. 

“ 1 have had tin* honour of voiir lett(*roi* the 7th, n*spect- 
ing the sarcophagus, i\c. sent home by Mr.Salt ; and in an- 
swer to your (jnery, cnti rtain no doubt that you cannot he 
considereil as authorised to <lepart from Mr, Salt’s instruc- 
tions, being ‘ /// (hposU the sar< ()j)hagus and otlicr pieces in 
the British Museum for him, against a receipt tliat they arc 
so deposited as his property.’ With tliis, as I conceive, Mr. 
Belzoni has nothing to do, having only a contingent interest 
in the event of the produce amounting to up^t^rds of two 
thousand pounds. With respect to the valn^e of these arti- 
c\q<, it is a subsequent consideration. 1 cannot allow myself 
to doubt that the Trustees of the Miiseigxi 'wilji.,act liberally 
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on b^l^alf of the public ; and that the offer you mention as 
having been made will ha^' its due weight in finally ad- 
justing the price to be paid to^Mr^ Salt ; provided it is an 
offer made ' Aere and ' upon - a* " account. Because 

you will not fail to observe^ '<tliat the value to be put on 
these articlesj on behalf ■ of Mr.‘ Salt, is a mixed considera- 
tion ; in as much as he probably could never have acquired 
them, or been in the way so to do, (or Mr. Bclzoni either,) 
had it not been for the puhVic character with which he 
had been invested by the British (HorvrnmcnU and the in- 
fluence derived from thcncc on the niind^and intentions 
of the Vizir Mahomet Ali : — consequently it a]>])ears to me, 
that no offer made on a forcir/n account, or with the view 
of exporting the articles in question to a forrif/n country, 
can, or will be admissible. On the whole, therefore, 1 am 
inclined to agree entirely with Mr. Hamilton's opinion; and 
the rather, because, (as I have said before), 1 cannot allow 
myself to doubt that the 'IVustees of the British Museum 
will, as t/icj/ ouf/hty act handsonu‘ly by Mr. Salt and Mr. Bel- 
zoni also. I shall be in town for a few days this week, and 
will endeavour to luue the honour of calling on you. 

“ I remain, dear Sir, 

‘‘ Yours very faithfully, C. Yoiikk. 

“ To Bingham Ridianis, Esq.” 

EXTRACTS rUOM LORD MOUNTXORllIs’s LETTERS IN REPLY 
TO RINCillAM RICHARDS, ESli. 

“ My dear Richards, “ Arlt/ Hall, Sepi. 9, 1821. 

“ I liave received your letter respecting i- e antiquities for- 
warded by Mr. Salt, and, as you desire, I sit down to give 
you every infornuftion in my power as to an}r agreement wUh 
the British Museum respecting them. By a letter, dated 
10th of June 1818, Mr.^Salt made an offer to the Trustees of 
the British Museum^ of all the antiquities in his possession, 
of which he gave a general account, and sent a list of the 
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larger articles, in wbicli the alabaster sarcophagus. is included. 
He at the same time ofl’ered ‘ to leave the price to Mr. Ha- 
milton, or any other jx rson Goyernment might appoint.’ ,t * 
To the best ol'my knowledge, no engagement has* been reffu- 
inrhf entered into by ]\Ir. Salt and the Government; but I' 
understood that the Trustees had acbepted Mr. Salt’s original 
prpi)Ofial, and tliat botli parties had continued to act upon it. . 
TJic Admiralty took some measures f to get the articles over, . 
and the whole were admitted free of .duty, in consideration 
of their being lodged in the Pritish Museum. You havc> I 
believe, been rc^ilarly directed by .Mr. Salt to deposit tliere 
the \vhol(' Collection. " I w i^h you to consider whe- 

ther, in case Mr. Salt and Mr. Pelzoni should have the ppw'er 
to dispose of tlie sarcoidiagus to the best bidder,” and they 
should he inclined to do so, they would he any gainers by so 
dxfing. The duty has been remitted solely on condition* of its 
being de})ositcd in the Prilish ^Iiismnn, subjected to the 
agreement entered on, and if this agri‘ement slioiild lu' vi(»- 
lated by Messrs. Salt and Helzoni, will not Government refuse 
to givT it up without I'oceiving the duty ? J sliould tliink 
they w'ould; for, if intended tor sale, tlK*y never remit the 
duty on any article wliatsoever. I believe, too, the sarcoplia- 
gus is subject to an ad valorem duty, and you can best judge 
whether tlie duty w'ould not niore tlian eoimterhalaiu'e the 
diilerence between the price that may hi* fixed by the Trus- 
tees, aiid the three thou.<i.imd pounds whieli Mr. Pelzoni 
saifs he can get for it. '* » ] lawyer, hut I 

should think that Mr. Belzoni has no lien on the sarco- 
phagus itself, or any riglit to interfere in the salc„of it,: hut 
that when sold, he can recover from Mr. Salt a moiety ■ 
of what it may^ produce over and ahovb tw o thousand 

f: 

f These measures were taken in cdnsequei)|^,e of iMr. Sap’s offer to the 
Trustees, tluough Sir Joseph Banks, in May l«iy, and iiot on account 
of the original propoktl in 1818, whiis)i Mr. Salt had certainly no reason - 
to suppose h.ad in aiiyTCspect been accepted. -iG. 
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pounds. 1 agree with you that your duty is clear, and 
that you must deposit it accordingato the instructions you 
have received iVoni Mr. jSalt. Air. Jlelzoni should 

procure in writing any proposal whicli may have been made 
liipi for purdvising the sarcophagus, as verbal oilers can have 
no -weight with the valuators. B^l/oni cannot* 

'plead that he did not know Salt meant to collect for the 
Museum, for he speaks of it in his work, and even says that 
he would not Jiave undertaken to collect lor him if he had 
nut Relieved the produce \\‘^ for the public. Now if so, how 
could Salt sell, or he ha\e a share* in tin* produce ? * “ 

i have no doubt that you mu.st send the sarcojdiagus to the 
Museum,# * " 

Signed, Mountnohufs.” 

I’llONf MR. RICIIAUDs's l-ATIirU I’O IF IS SON. 

AIy ni:AFi lIiNt.FiAM, *' 10th Sept. l«2l. 

I have leceived yours of the 8th instant, with c*o|)y of 
a letter on the subject of the sai*cophagus. I think you can- 
not with safety towards yourself deviate from your orders; 
but deliver it to the British xMuseuin according to your in- 
structions. .You ought not to know anything of Belzoni, or 
his arrangement.s with Salt. It is pnssib/e that the wdiole 
may be a forgei y to obtain possession of the article ; and al- 
though it may not be probable, yet there is no ri*ason that you 
should run the least shadow of risk for th*^ advantage of 
any correspondent whatever. Indeed I go larther and sup- 
pose even that if Belzoni should bring the free thousand 
pounds in bank notes and take your bill of lading, I do not ‘ 
think you WR)uld bt? jus tilled in tleviating from your iiistruc- 
tions, and you might be liable to an action for damages by 
the Trustees of the British Museum. 

‘‘ I am your affectionate father^ 

Xheophilus Richards.*’ 

“ Mr. Bingham Richards.” 
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These various letters having confirmed Mr. Richards in 
his original idea of scifding the sarcophagus to the British 
Museum, he immediately applied, througli Mr. Briggs^ to 
the Turkish Captain of the Diana, to deliver it into his 
hands. Me received the annexed reply : 

“ My Sra. *** Squ.in*, 20th Sept. 1821. 

In compliance with tin* wish expressed in your letter 
of this morning, I will recjnest th(‘ Captain ol* the Turkish 
frigate to fix a time that may^ie convenient to delivoV to 
you the sarcophagus, and will ac(|uaint you with his an- 
swer. He is now eni^aged in landing the ship’s stores, 
hut that, I imagine, can 'Cause no impediment. certainly 
was of opinion, when the memorial to the 'Prustces of the 
Museum was shown to me, that it was lor the advantage 
of all parties to wait the decision of the Trustees before re- 
mo\ing it, as it seemed etpially to conciliate the interests of 
the Trustees, with those of Mr. Salt and Mr, Belzoni ; but 
since you have ascertained that the application of Mr. Bel- 
zoni cannot be granted, I shall acquaint him that after 
giving him every indulgence by not pressing the delivery in 
the first instance, you think there cannot now be any farther 
ground for delay. 

I am, dear sir, yours very truly, S. Bajc(;s.” 

“ B. Richards, Esq.” 

On the following day Mr. Briggs again wTotc to Mr. Rich- 
ards, and fixed a time for the removal of the article from 
the ship, when it was delivered, oii the production of the 
bill of lading, and finally placed in the Museum. \\'hile 
these transactions were passing, Mr. Ritliards had written 
Mr. Salt, to acquaint him with the difFicultiys tJiat had 
occurred as to the sarcophagus, and to request, as it had 
been required by the Trustees, that some fegal instru- 
ment should he sent home formally appointing him his agent 
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in tlie business. Mr. J, W. Bankes and Mr. Belzoni also 
wrote to Mr. Hiiit about the same period. I have neither the 
Ic'tter of the former nor tlie rej)ly ; but that of the latter is 
as follows, and appears to be written in his usually inipati^iit 
spirit. 

it Lomhm, Jan. 24, 1822. 

Finding it necessary that you should be acquainted of 
what passes lieri* eoneerning the alabaster sarcophagus spe- 
eilied in our agreement made in Cairo on the iittth of April 
1818, I take this opportunity to aetpiaint you, that an otter 
of three thousand pounds for the said sareophagus is now 
standing, the money ready to l)t‘ paid on the moment of do- 
liver> of the said sarcophagus to the purchasers; the otter is 
made' by some speeiilators from the Continent, and I ae- 
(piainted the honoorablo members. Trustees of the British 
Museum, by a memorial, of the above eireumstanees, toge- 
ther with a copy of our agreement, and 1 olFered to deposit 
two thousand and live hundred pounds in the hands ofj’our 
bankeP on the delivery of tlie said sareophagus to the pur- 
chasers. Five hundred pounds mor*^ dd remain in my 
hands as the share specified in t! .lent. I received in 

answer, that my memorial has been laid before the general 
mei-ting of the 'frustees, and that it will again be brought 
before them, when Mr. Salt will make bis regular t)ffer of the 
Collection. You must recollect that in our agreement you 
engage yourself to otter the said sarcopliagus of alabaster to 
the British Museum, at a fair valuation, within the s[)ace of 
three years, which time has now elapse < and nine months 
more,’ and it*is in conse<juence of your delay, according to 
agreement, that iio#tiecision can take? place in Hie disposal of 
said sarcophagus. 

‘‘ Under these circumstances you must be aware, that if 
the chances of selling the said sarcophagus are lost, owing 
to your delay, according to agreement, and with the. docu- 
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inents I possess, 1 ' sl)ail claiiii the said los^ h» be reim- 
bursed to me by yon ; for bad yon made* the said offer in 
due time, the ^ai<l saieoplia«;ns would liave been disposed 
eitber to the Ih itisii i\IuNenm, vhere you know it has been 
my sanguine wishes to see it permanently lodged, or at least, 
if the liononrable members, Trustees oi‘ the IJrilish Mnseum, 
shonlrl think it proper not to pnreliasc? it, it would have been 
disposed of to the best offta*, whieh ehanee may be lost owing 
to yr)ur delay. 1 sincerely .hoj>e that you will take this mat- 
ter into eonsideration, and make tlie said offer ai*eording to 
agrecinem', as soon as yon will answi'r to other matters in 
this country, so that all may end in an amicable manner, as 
it is my wish that dilferenef's tlii‘- kind should not he 
brought before the jnihlie. 

It is neeessaiy tliat your aju^aer sln)iild arn^e in this 
country itefore tl e closing of Parliament, as your oiler tlien 
would be taken into notice this Mssion. The cover ol‘ the 
sareojdiagUB in granite belonging to me, as it is inserted in 
our agreement, and wliieh was taken down on my o]|ji ex- 
penses, <!ve. wi*nt along with the rest iM* tin Colli'ction in th(‘ 
Britisli .Aluse-mi. J beg yon will ha\e tlie gcuidness to ac- 
knowledge to your agent tliat tlu* said eo\er is my jirojierty. 
'ihe ])ieees whieh form part of tin eo\er of the sarcophagus 
of alabaster are not arrived yet in this eountry ; they are de- 
posited in Mr, Briggs’s warehouse, [)aeki'd ii}) in a mat, and 
are mueli wanted heu'. I have the honour to he. Sir, • 

“ Your most obedient Iminhle si rvant, (r. Bki./om.” 

“ T«> Henry S.ill, I’-mj., 

II. B. AI. (^)nsuI-(i('iuMMl in Cjiiro,” ^ 

iiKNUY s\i/r, rs(}., IN ur.er.'s r<* ^k.noii (., uki.zom. 

‘‘ Sin, 

“ In answer to your letter of the 24tli <)f,laniiary, I ha\(' 
to inform you, that in eomj'iianee w ith our agreement, I made 
an otfer of the sarcophagus, with the rest of my (’ollection, to 
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tlie British Museum, through tlie late Sir Joseph Banks, so 
far back as tlie i/rnr and, to safi.sfy your mind, I enclose 

you a copy of* that jiart of* tlie letter which refers to the sar- 
cophagus.* I also, at the same time, communicated, by 
writing, the circumstance of my having made that offer to 
the Earl of Monntnorris, the Right Hon. C’harics Yorke, Mr. 
Hamilton, and, f think, verbally to Mr. Bankes, and it was in 
consetjiience of that offer that I forwarded my Collection to 
the British Museum, and that the (lov eminent took upon 
itself the conveyance of a great part of the Collection to 
England. So that you cannot, I conceive, in this respect 
have any ihing to complaini of* on my part. 

“ *ro pri‘V(*nt any farther <!ela\ , u Inch is, you must be aware, 
more prejiulieial to my interest than to yours, I again write 
on this siil'ject to the 'I’rnstt'es, and have to hope that some 
conclusion maybe come to in tlie course of this season. The 
pieces of tlu‘ co\er of (he sarcophagus, 1 am glad to inform 
you, have been found liy Mr. Lee in Mr. l^riggs’s warehouse, 
\vlu‘re he concc'ivcs they must have ht'en d(‘j)osited, through 
a mistake by yon, instead of in the Shmnat. I shall send 
them by the first op))ortunity to the Museum. With respect 
to the cover of the sart ophagus of granite belonging to you 
in two pieces, I <'an assure you that it is not my afl'air. It was 
!Mr. Lee wlio forwarded it by that conveyance, and I will 
write to lu’ni to t‘xplaiu tlie matter to the Keeper of the 
Museum I will also write to my agent, as you desire, on. the 
subject. 1 have the honour to be, 8ii , vour very obedient 
humble Servant, Henry Salt. 

• • • ( :iiro, 31 ay 10th, 1822. 

“ JVIy absence from C'airo on a tour into Upper Egjrpt, 
prevented my receiving your letter until a ftfw days back,” 

“ To SigiioP G. Bclzojii." 

* Here follows the extract of Salt's If-tter to Sir Joseph Banks, under 
date 28ih of May, 1819, already given. — E. 
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It is evident, from the above letter, that no delay could 
with justice be imputed to Mr. Salt as to the time of his 
offering the sarcophagus to the British Museum, though it 
appears a little remarkal)le tlial Belzoni should not have 
heard long before of the otter being made in 1819, as he 
w'as acfjuainted witli Sir Joseph Ihmks and Mr. Hamilton in 
tlie early part of 1820, the latter of whom sa^s, in a letter 
to Lord Mountnorris, dated March the 27rh, 1S20: “I have 
seen Belzoni more than once, ‘ * ^ and he does ample 

justice 10 the richness of Salt’s (’ollection of I'gyptian anti- 
quities.” So that it is clear the (’ollection had been the 
subject of conversation bctwi^on them, and in that case it 
seems singular that no notice of the otter should have been 
taken. 

At this period Mr. Salt addressed the following letter 
to Mr. Yorkeon the subject of his second otter of his Col- 
lection to the Trustees of the British Museum: — 

HKNKY SALT, hSQ. TO TIIK HKOIT IIOX. CIIAIILKS YORKE. 

( ;iiio, .’Miiy lath, 1822. 

“ Mv HEAR Sir, 

“ Being anxious to bring to a conclusion the affair of iny 
Egyptian antiquitie.s, I have thought it right to repeat the 
offer I before made, through Sir Josej>h Ihmks, of my Col- 
lection to the Bril ish iMuseuni, addressed directly to the 
Trustees of that ostablislunent; and I have been more ])arti- 
cularly induced to this stc]) from learning, through Mr. 
Belzoni, that such a letter was expected on my part before 
the Trustees could come to any decision on the subject. I 
now take the liberty of inclosing you a copy of my letter, 
and have to solicit that you will liave the goodness to con- 
tinue your kind offices to me on this occasion, in promoting 
rpy interests with the Government towards obtaining for me 
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such a remuneration as may be fairly* judged adequate to • 
the expenses, interest of money, aii^l risk incurred. 

The times, I am aware, arc very unpropitious to such a 
negotiation at this moment ; hut my circumstances are such 
as to render it more advantageous to my interests to receive 
less and soon than to be put off to an indefinite time, even 
were I to receive more in the end. I have before explained 
to you the particular circumstances lliat attended the offer 
made through Sir Joseph Banks. I confess that my views 
have in some degree’ been altered by the change in my con- 
dition and my having a family, but still more so from the 
precariousness of my general health, which too strongly 
warns me of the necessity of procuring some provision, in 
case of my death, for those 1 shall leave behind. The kind 
view, however, which you have taken of my interests in your 
last letter, leaves me nothing to add on this subject. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, 

“ Your very grateful obedient servant, H. S. 

“ P.S. I have to thank you most sincerely for the per- 
mission you were good enough to procure for me to pass a 
year on the Continent: unfortunately, the affairs of Turkey 
have been too precarious to admit of my absenting myself, 
more especially as the only person I could have entrusted 
with the Consulate, Mr. Briggs, has not yet returned to 
Egypt. I have to hope that Russia may be induced to come 
to terms, or otherwise, howxver much iii} health may suffer, 

I shall not venture to quit my post — K ” 

“ To the Rijjht Hon. Charles Yorke, M.P., i\-. &c.” 

For some time ^fter the whole Collectioi^ was lodged in 
the BritishJVTuseum, the Trustees appear to have come tu;. 
no resqlution respecting Mr. Saifs original pro])osition ; and .. 
it was not till September 1822 that Mr. Richards received 

z 2 
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any official intimation of their proceedings, though' it ap- 
pears, by the Ibllowing letter addressed to him by Mr, 
Combe, that a resolution had been passed in the preceding 
month of May altogether rejecting the sarcophagus. 

fllOM MR. TAYLOU COMBE 'I'O B. HJCIIARDS, ESQ. 

“ British Musoiim, 20th Sept. 1822. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ The following is a copy of the Resolution of the Trustees 
which 7 mentioned to you last night. I remain, dear Sir, 

“ \'ory truly yours, Taylor CoxMBE. 

‘ May 11th, 1822. 

‘ Mr. Rankes laid before tJie meeting a letter which his 
son, Mr. William Rankes, had received from Mr. Salt, dated 
Cairo, Gth January 1822, stating that the Mhole of the 
Egyptian antiquities assembled by him were now safely 
arrived in England, and expr(*ssing a hope that the Trustees 
will come to a determination as tn the purchase of them for 
the Museum, 

‘ Resolved — That it be requested of Mr. William Rankes 
that he will have the goodness to state, in his answer to 
Mr. Salt, that the Tr irtte^s are desirous that Mr. Salt should 
appoint some person on his own part to make a valuation of 
the Egyptian Collection. The Trustees decline the alabaster 
sarcophagus, on account of the very high value put upon it 
by Mr. Belzoni.’ ” 

The above resolution liad, agreeably to the wishes of the 
Trustees^ been communicated to Mr. Salt by Mr. William 
Bankes ; hut the letter appears to have been somewhat de- 
^liyed, and in the mean while Richards had Received, in 
. Augu^t^!IS22, a regular power of attorney from Mr. .Salt to 
'%|^s his spedal agent in the business. He beihg, however, 
time in ignorance of what Had be£n .d^4i^ined by 
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the Trustees, began to grow uneasy at their apparent 
delay, and in consequence addressed a letter to Mr. Wil- 
liam Bankes on the subject, froni whom he received the 
annexed reply. 

FROM WILLIAM J. BANKES, ESQ. TO BINGHAM 
HICHAHDS, ESO. 

Sough ton Hall, Sept. 23rd, 1822. 

“Sir, ' 

** 1 have to acknowledge your letter of the 17th relating 
^ to Mr. Salt’s concerns, from wJiorn I also have received 
communications at considerable length, dated May last, 
though it does not appear from them that he had yet. 
received my last advices. Tn these, from the warm interest 
I have always taken in his transactions, and from the near 
relatioiji that I hear to some of the most active among the 
Trustees of the British ^Museum, I not only communicated 
to him an official note from the Trustees themselves, but 
entered very much at large into what f know to be their 
views, and into what line 1 should advise him to pursue. 
At their suggestion, 1 pointed out to him the propriety of 
his empowering some one, or some persons, in this country 
to represent and take care of his interests in the valuation 
to be put upon his Collection ; I have therefore great satis- 
faction in learning that he has of hnnseJf nominated you, as 
by this preliminary step the sole difficulty is removed that 
„has hitherto presented itself to a speedy and final arrange- 
ment of the matter. The official note which I transmitted 
contained a peremptory refusal of tlic '»rcophagus on the . 
pant T)f the Trustees, ‘ on account of the high price put 
upon it by Mr. Jlelzoni.’ 1 did not, therefore, hlesitatiey^^. 
advise my friend to lok no time in making that over 
to Mr. Befzoni for the sum which he has professed h 
ready to deposit in payment for it, as not only, tht 
means of silencig^ so troublesome and vexatious a claimi^if^. 




343 


TRANSACTIONS RESPECTING 


(who I am very sure would be capable, should it be other- 
wise disposed of, of harassing Mr. Salt with lawsuits that 
might lead into great expense,) but also as looking legiti- 
mately to his own interests, since* I happen to know that 
the utmost value set upon the sarcophagus in a meeting of 
the Trustees, assembled for the purpose, was cotisiderahly 
under one thousand pounds. Mr. Salt, therefore, by their 
official note being set at full liberty to seek another pur- 
chaser, appears to me to owe it to himself and his family to 
accept the best oiler that has been made; and I have no 
scruple in recommending you to do so in his name, especially 
as by this expedient so unpleasant a sort of partnership is 
done away with. 

“ I have also a copy of Belzoni’s letter to him, dated the 
24th of January, and have only to say upon it that the pre- 
texts for complaint contained in it are wholly groundless, 
and that I believe the writer himself knows them to be so. 
The Collection has been formally offered to the Museum 
long since, (of which 1 am very willing to appear, and my 
father also can a])pear, as a witness,) insomuch that the vote 
of the Museum upon the sarcophagus was in reply to that 
offer; and the only impediment to an arrangement concern- 
ing the remainder the non-appearance of any person 
authorised to treat on Mr. Salt’s part, he expecting to be 
himself at that time very shortly in England. No sort of 
deduction or abatement should, therefore, be admitted in 
Belzonfs offer on the score of interest or any other pretext. 
When once the sarcophagus shall have produced so large a 
sum, there will be, I conceive, no sort of difficulty in carry- 
ing up the remaining articles to complete more^ than the 
five thousand pounds which Mr. Salt has, 1 think, a good 
right to expect for the whole, and possibly to ^something 
still more considerable, this appearing to me to be ivithin 
their value : I will take care, however, that , after the Parlia- 
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inent meets, (whiqh will bring all the ''Trustees to London,), 
no time shall be lost in bringing matters to a final settlement;' 
which will, 1 trust, prove satisfaefory to all patties. 1 see ‘ 
no sort of necessity for delaying till then Hi'e transfer of. the 
sarcophagus to Bclzoni, as the note of the Trustees rOspect; 
ing it was both official and final ; and upon your producing 
your power of attorney from Mr. Salt, the sarcophagus 
, would be delivered up by the officers of the Museum as you 
should direct. I have the honour to be 

Yours truly, William John Hankes.” 

“ To Bingham Rirhards, Esq.” 

On the receipt of this clear and judicious letter, and of 
several others from difi'erent friends of Mr. Salt, Mr. Ri- 
chards lost no time in ascertaining the residence of Mr. 
Belzoni, and in writing him the following letter; — 

4 ^ London, 1st of Oct. 1822. 

“ I am now authorised by Mr. Salt to manage all his in- 
terests respecting his Collection ; and in my mercantile ca- 
pacity, my first object must be to obtain the most I can for 
him. Therefore, much as I might individually wish the 
sarcophagus to remain in tlie British Museum, still, in con- 
sideration of the small v'hluc it li likely to be estimated at 
by the Trustees, I think it will be better to dispose of it 
elsewdiere, and to invite you to unite with me to obtain as 
much as possible for it. As you may be some time absent, 

I request you to inform me to whom I may offer it for the 
sum mentioned b}’ you in your memo a*, to the Trustees. 
Mf. *Salt Tias written a very satisfactory answer to your 
letter of , the 24^11 of January last, wdiich I hope you have . 
received, as it was sent, I understand, to ^'Ir. Murray early 
in Ae laat^^month. I am, Sir, 

i \ ^ Truly yours, B. Richards." 

- To Signor^B^nh 

^ .o' ‘j- '■ 
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diys .^er Witipg the above,* ip consequAce of 
dilfficulti^9 having ^inexpectedly arisen as to the de- 
.4ivjq^pir t|ie sarcophagul, Mr. Richards explained the un^ 
plj£(ypant predicament in which he was placed in the^subjoin- 


\y 

ed letter to Mr. William B^hkes. 


■ lioiuJoii, lOth of Oct. 1822. 

“ Upon the receipt of your letter of the 20rd ult., which 
perfectly coincided with my own ideas, J lost no time 
in tracing Mr. Belzoni, for the purpose of offering tlie sar- 
copliagus to his buyer : I found he was at Paris fixing his 
tomb, and I wrote to him. It appears that he had received 
Mr. Salt’s letter, and came to London immediately ; so that 
he called upon me on Monday last, having left Paris before 
my letter could have reached him. He is quite positive as 
to the value he can obtain for the sarcophagus, but is fully 
impressed with a Jiotion that the Trustees of the British 
Museum will not deli\er it up, and that even if they do, (he 
Government will not allow it to be exported. In both i)oints 
there does not app(‘ar to me the least foundation for his ap- 
prehensions. The Trustees have gi\en a receipt for it as 
the property of Mr. Salt, and they have declined to purchase 
it, according to their minute of the lltli of May last: the 
6nly possible claim they can have upon it is for the 
Charges of removal from the Diana frigate to the Museum, 
which 1 shall be glad to repay tliem. In respect to the 
Government, although it certainly diil intend to convey the 
whole of Salt’s Collection to England, under an idea that it 
waa to remain here, it so happt*us that this identical ftem 
was not brought over at the expense or trouble of any per- 
sons employed byoGovernment ; and^the only 
for fifty pounds duty, which in 

its going to the Museum, \ 

I am aware that it Is the^pbion^ii^^'J^mde^ 
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Yorke.-that thfe Government can oblige Mr. Salt 
Collection to the British Museum «it a fair vali&^on^ and 
without reference to a foreign offer* this is, hoi^ieyeiv^jonljr 
an opinion, and it does not appear that the Trustees dre 
posed to interfere to that effect, ^fr. Belzoni requires me. 
to guarantee to him in a legal form the certain and imme- 
diate delivery of the sarcophagus, upon his causing the 
money to be paid into a banker’s hands : I tell him that I 
cannot do more than give him an order to the oflicers of the 
Museum to deliver it to bearer. He has ascertained, which 
is correct, that the officers cannot act without the sanction 
of the Trustees, and that this could not he had till the 0th 
of November, and most jwobahly not till a more ihli meeting 
later in the year, as the first after the n‘C(‘ss is seldom 
attended. Had the 'frustees completed their minute of the 
11th of May, ‘The I'nisteos decline the alabaster sarcopha- 
gus,’ <1'C. I)}' adding, ‘ </y/r/ // is roasef/tfr/tf/t/ pfarvtf at tha dis^ 
pnsat of Mt\ AW/,’ there can be no doubt that the officers 
might Iiave deli\ered it w ithout fat ther reference to them 
the Trustees, hel/oni is going to Paris to-morrow, and I 
have promi.sed to inform him witli all .speed whether I can 
satisfy him a.s to the certainty of delivery or not, for he w'ill 
not expose himself to the stigma of having di.sposeil of an 
article which he could not immediately obtain; and as he 
thinks the delay may be injurious, he suggested that pro- 
bably your near relation, ]\Ir. Banke.s, niiglit furni.sh me with 
something to warrant an undertaking to deliver, which 
I would not scruple to give, in order th. .‘here may be no 
impoditnentnow'ards a ready sale. * * * 

“ In respect to the rest of Mr. Salt’s Collection, I shall be ‘ 
ready to to^^tbe^ g^tlem^u whom he luts named as his 

valuet^xVK^if^'^t the Collection will not 

be two mummies of sacred ani- 

‘ upon “y 
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producing my power of attorney from Mr. Salt, the sarco- 
phagus would be dclivci\)d up by the officers of the Museum/ 
This, however, was not the case in regard to the granite 
sarcophagus for Lord Mountnorris, sent to the Museum by 
mistake; for, notwitlistanding the officers were aware of it, 
they could not deliver it witliout the sanction of the Trustees, 
for which I had to wait some weeks. I merely allude to 
this to show you that, though you are perfectly right as to 
what might be done, still the practice is not such. 

There is an idea afloat that the public would by a sub- 
scription make up the amount of three thousand pounds for 
the sarcophagus rather than that it should go to another coun- 
try, and 1 am inclined to think that an appeal to its national 
pride would not be unsuccessful. I thank you on behalf of 
Mr. Salt for the warm interest you take in this business, 
and, soliciting a continuance ol'your friendly aid and advice, 
I have the honour to be, cKre. J1in(.iiam llicirAUDs/’ 

“ To William J. liaukus, Ks.|.” 

This letter for some reason did not receive an immediate 
reply, probably because no directions ro/r/r/ be given to the 
officers of the Museum by any individual Trustee without 
the consent of the rest of the body ; and Mr. Richards was 
therefore obliged to wait witli patience till after the recess. 
In the mean while, a letter reached him from Belzoni, of 
which the following is in a// respects an rur/r/ copy. 

“Paris, 1st Nov. 1822, 

Sir, R**«-‘ ‘le Ilfldor llotol de Ihelder 

‘‘ According to our last understanding I have been in ex- 
pactation to hear that an order to the Kipar of the British 
Museum had been send from the warthy Mr^Baxftes, for the 
purposes of enabling you to take out the r^iw^phagus of 
Alabaster now deposited in the British and W- 
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cording, jto t^e irisb. of Mr.^Salt that it may be desposcd of 
to the bol»|i.<^dtailtage^ as the^^ustces have desided against 
pursasfng^f it, as I 'a^uinted them and you long 
^Seinpe tliat 1 ha^fe'offprs from other quarters where it may 
be disposed of advantagiously for both party, Mr. Salt and 
myself, for ready 'mony and mucli abouc what the Trustees 
will offer at any time or circumstances, notwisstanding the 
said Sarcophagus been'depriciatcd in the house of Comon 
by the worthy Mr. Bankcs the friend of Mr. Salt — I ex- 
pected that the worthy president Mr. Bankes would have 
esued the above order without Eistatson, 1 cannot unde- 
stang what prociding mean to adopt Mr. Bankes in tlys 
affair, but he must be awere that if the British Museum 
refuses to j)ursase the Surcophagus oweing to the high 
price put by me, as he Mr. Bankes please to say, he cannot 
keep it in the Britisli Museum but ho must retourn it to 
the Ouners, I mean Mr. Salt and myself, as to the high 
price put by me, Mr. Bankes junor was the medium 
by which Mr. Salt and was offered 10,000 dolars 

in Thebes for the said Surcophagus preuious to its been 
taken out ol’ the 'ronib, and can Testifie this circumstance, 
that I alone utshud that it should be send to Ingland and 
to be offered to the British Museum in preference to any 
other pursasers, I cinciarly wish that this matar may 
comes to an end in a friendly maner, but I fear it will not 
be so oweing to the eroneous prociding taken by the hon- 
orable Messrs. Bankes against me, 1 liope also it will not 
be necessary to Inforce the Low to ol in what is justly 
due^cfmCj^or such Mass of facts would apear before the 
publick, that w'ould rise the Indignation of every onest Ing- 
lishman, and 1 am realy astonished how* an honorable 
body of Men like the Trustees of the .British Museum can 
late .themselft be persuaded away by tfife wrong sugestions 
dr tlu^ee Indiudu^S) whose tnotiiies for so doing arc 
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euident^ I hope Mr. Bankes will ^ 


Jjvr, 


Ingland is administrate the aam scok; , 

with an Inglishman, though he inay tc^oipie 

influence, as he, Mr. B , boast ; J shall wait yc^.f 

answer to this as early as posible'-l^t' I,.may act acopSi*'^* 
ingly. I have the pleasure to rlk)g[)iaihy - , 

My dear sir, 

Your truly, ^GrJBiEtisoNi,’' . 


' , V 

To this letter, Mr, Jlichards in the absence of any ooth- 
munication from Mr. William Bankes, could only send a 
polite, though not a very satislactory, reply ; but the time 
was now approaching, wlien the first meeting of the Trustees 
was likely to take place after the recess ; and when it 
seemed probable the whole business would be finally ar- 
ranged. In December, Mr. Richards got the following 
letter from Mr. Combe upon the subject. 


<4 Dear Sir, ‘‘Rptish Mummihi, Dec. 1822.'^ 

‘‘We shall most probably have a geneial meeting at the 
Museum to-morrow ; I say probabh/, because it must depend 
upon the number of Trustees that may be able to come tp 
us. It will be necessary, I think, that your appointment 
as agent to Mr. Salt, in the valuation and sale of his Col- 
lection, should be laid before the Board, and at present, we 
have no document to that effect. Pray, therefore, have the 
goodness to send me in tlie course of to-day, any paper 
■ wlnch^^o’u ttiay think sufficient for this purpose. , 

. I remain, dear Sir, *' ‘ " • 

,1^ ' '• ' ■■■' 

'5^ Yery truly youPs, Taylor .CoMBfi.’*', 

Bi^hani.ftfchaibsvEsq. ' 


In cohfieqUenj^df this^ ap^qation, 

.;^tfrd6d his powSit of attorhi^' WtWisiug hifjpi ant asl^. 
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Salt’s aj^ent, to Mr.^ Comte ; but, as that' gentleman had ap- 
prehended, the meeting of^tKe Trustees was too thinly at- 
tended to admit of 'any business being transacted, and Mr. 
S^t’s aflairs, therefbre, stood over till Saturday, in the 

second week of the ensuing February, 1823 On the last day 

of the year, Mr. Kichards again heard Irom Mr. Belzoni. 

*^Dear Sir, “ No. 6. Ilalf-AIoon Street, Dec. 31st, 1822. 

^‘1 am just arrivi*d to pay my last visit to Ingland, at 
least for some time, I am sorry I have not the pleasure to 
meet you in Town to sortie, as tar as wc can, tlie affair of 
Alabaster Surcophagiis, which must come to a determination 
in one w'ay or the other. 1 leave the choice to the Trus- 
tees to pursaso it, or to let other have it, on more advanta- 
gious Termes than what they offer themselves, and if their 
Precident is still obstinate in refusing to retourn tbe pro- 
periety of other, I am ditermined to troy bow’ far the low of 
Ingland can be inforced against injustice and harogance. 

I shall be happy to know if I shall have the pleasure to see 
you in Town soon, as I sluill stay here only few Days, and 
leave this affair in the bands of an able advocate, permit 
me fhe pleasure of wishing you happy new year, and believe 
me to be, My dear Sir, 

Yoiir’s truly, G. Belzoni.” 

Bingham Richards, Esq.*’ , > 

* .. -v-.f ' 

MR. RTCHAims IN REPLY TO TUK PRECEDING. " 

‘‘SlRJ “ Edgbastep* t’f;Jamiary, 1823^” . ' 

**I*have^ received the favour of your note of yesterday' 
which has met ni^ on my return home from a visit tp'^^ord 
Mountnorris, at ArJey Hall, near Bewdle^f. He is^pa'^ng 
the way, to the utmost of. his power, tp bring the Trustees,| 
of|he BiiUsh Museuin to purchase the sarcophagus. 
s^'t formy power pfc attorney expOctin^ th|re would 
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meeting in December ; but, wlien I called, I found only four 
of the Trustees had attended, which were too few to enter 
upon the business ; and 1 am assured that no effective 
general, meeting will be likely to take place before the third 
Saturday in Ve])ruary. I hope to be in town next week. 
Should you lca\i‘ before that, ])ray let me have //o?//’ address^ 
that I may inform you of anything interesting. I return 
your kind wishes for a happy new \ear, which is better than 
a merry Christmas. 

I am yours truly, Bi\(;iiav Richards.*' 
G. Belzoni, Esq.** 

Before Mr. Richards’s return, INIr. Belzoni had quitted 
London, and the al)ove letter appears to have been the last 
communicatioh that passed between them. 

Previously to the expected meeting of the Trustees, Mr. 
Richards addressed the following letter to Mr. Planta at the 
Museum, to acquaint him that Mr. Salt’s entire Collection 
had then reached England, and to request that the offer of 
it to the Museum might be taken into consideration as 
speedily as possible. 

TO J. P. PLANTA, i:sQ. 

‘‘Dear Sir, London, Jan. 8th, 1823. 

“ As Mr. Salt’s ColU‘etion is now complete by the arrival 
of the two missing cases of mummies of sacred animals, I 
trust that the offer wind) he has made of the whole to the 
Trustees of the British Museum, by his letter of the 10th of 
May 1822, will be taken into immediate consideration, vind 
as my views u])on the subject as his attorney, agent, and 
friend, may be inquired into, 1 shall feel much obliged to 
you to state generally that it is wished that the whole should 
remain in the British Museum, in preference to any other^ 
f>r which purpose it has been collected, under ^ the auspices 
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and by the encouragement, in the first instance, of the late Sir 
Joseph Banks. Mr. Salt has dedicRtcd his time and pro- 
perty to this object, oven to the extent of neglecting his 
private interests, leaving it to others to amuse and instruct 
the public, while he (juietly and unostentatiously persevered 
in the object he had in view, \i/. to put his native country 
in possession ol* the most interesting and \aluable relics of 
ancient art whi(‘h F.gypt could produce. 

“ From various circumstaiurs, known to Mr. Salt’s friends, 
it is not at ail to be doubted that he has actually sjWNt up- 
wards of three thousand pounds' in making the Collection, 
and as great part of this disbur.scment was made some years 
ago, at the risk of losing the whole, it is presumed tliat he 
could not be any very considerable gainer if that amount 
w’cre returned to him twofold; but*I know that his hopes 
and expectations do not exceed five thousand pounds for the 
whole, including the alabaster sarcophagus. Respecting this 
last-named article much has been said on account of a con- 
tingent intcre.st which Mr. Belzoni has in it, according to a 
contract betw^een Mr. Salt and liimself, viz. that anj' sum 
which it might produce above tw^o thousand ])ounds should 
be shared equally between them. This contract arose from 
the circumstance (well known to several gentlemen in Egypt) 
of Mr. Saifs having refused tw^o offers, one from Monsieur 
Drovetti on behalf of the IVench Government, find one from 
Baron Minutoli, on behalf of the Prussian, each of ten tliou- 
sand dollars (equivalent to two thousand pounds), made at 
Thebes, before it was removed, and as it . as conceived that 
the riSk aiut expense of transporting it to Kngland would be 
w'orth at least fifty per cent, upon its value on the spot, it 
was thought right by Mr. Salt to give Mr. lieizoni a chance 

• Mr. Richards, who was intimately acquainted with Mr. Salt’s affairs, 
estisuites, in one of his letters, the wrhole amount of the expense, in prin- 
interest, &c. at four thousand pounds. 



352 TRANSA( TIOxNS KESPECTTNG 

. * 

of obtaimhg farther reinuiieration for the trouble he would 
have in superintending' the removal; and, in order to satisfy 
him, Mr. 8alt has r(?<piosted that this item might be sepa- 
rately \aliu‘d, not doubting that its xahu* at Thebes would 
be taken as the ba^^is in I'higland. 

“ It i.> not, however, at all neee.ssary that the Trustees 
should enter into the (juestion of Salt's contract with Belzoni. 
At the same time, if it is not ineoinenient to them to state 
what proportion of the whoh* sum they conceive may be paid 
for th sarcojdiagus, it would certainly set the matter between 
Salt and Belzoni at rest, 'i'hty may not, however, wish to 
become arbitrators in the case, and it is (piite immaterial, 
for il’ Belzoni can prove that the sarcophagus would have 
sold for more than two thousand pounds, lu* may claim half 
tlie excess ol‘ ^^r. Salt.* I hope therefore that the Trustees 
may be disposed to recomJiiiend it to Parliament to grant the 
sum of five thousand janmds for the pur(‘hase of all ^Ir. Salt’s 
Collection, not merely on the score of the se|)arate value of 
each it(;m amounting to that sum collectively^ but also as a 
repayment of money actually advanci'd with the best inten- 
tions and judgment, and as a testimonial ol’ the desire of the 
Trustees that the British nation should possess the best 
Egyptian Collection extant. I am very truly, dear Sir, 

‘‘ Vour’s, Ac. IwxoiiAM Hiciiakds.” 

On the ;}rd of 1 i bruary Mr. K ichards attended the 

meeting of the sub-committee at the Museum, and received 
its proposals for the purchase of the Collection. What took 
place on the occasion will be best narrated in wprds of 
Mr. Richards’s rough memorandum, written hnmedUttehj on 
his return from, the meeting. 

Memouandum. — Fch. 1823 . 

“ I attended at the British Museum at three o’clock, to 
confer with the sub-committee respecting Mr. Salt’s Codec- 
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lion, 'riiore wero live 'IViistCf.s. ainon^ whom were Lord 
Aherdet'ii (in tlie iliair), Mr. Ihinkcs. iind Sir John (’oplev, 
SoIit‘ifor-(fcneraI. On entt'rini^ the room, I was asked to sit 
at tlie table ni'xl to tlu‘ President, who addressed mo, stating 
that the (’ommitl(‘e u islied to make' arrangements for the 
purchase of* Mr. Salt's Collection, leaving joiit the sarcopha- 
gus, which a})peared, by an offer in the room, to be valued 
at ;KM)(I/. and they wished to know whether 1 would consent 
to take L^fMMI/. for the r(‘maining ])art of* tin' (’olleetion, 
according to llu* catalogue. ncf*or(‘ I replied: I in([uired 
ri‘spe(‘ting tin* offir for the sarcophagus, and found that 
one of the gentlenu'n had a Icth'r fnnn Mr. Hvhoni to a Mr. 
P»row n, of 'I’rinify ('ollege, Cambridge, viHtUthihuj fhr offer 
and an assurance that f/tr inonrij shtnthf hr poid (deducting 
AbO/.) to the bankers tlu‘ moment tin* sarcojduigus w'as de- 
livi'red up by the 'frustees. Ih izoni's jiow er of attorney w'as 
also »)n the fable (‘onsidering that Mr. Salt, by his letter 
to the 'rrusiees of’ the Ibth of Ma} had already left 

it to them to act as the\ might think right — that thiu’e had 
been many doubts as to the ultimate purchast* of the C’olh'c- 
tion -that it w.isnecessan Mr. Salt should have his funds 
-that the scjKrr.ile \alualion of' the tlilfercnt articles might 
l)e precarious — that if the 'IVustees did ])ay for the 

bulk ol’ the (’ollee tion, and if* liO(K)/. more could be got for 
tin* san'ophagus, the sum mentioned by Mr. Salt would be 
obtained — that to demur, or barg.ain, uiuU’- all the eireuni- 
stanci’s, would not have been correct i me, as Mr. Salt’s 
agent, where there was mo positi\e obligati. . nor unanimous 
inteiitidn to |>urehase : I wais induced to sa'> that such offer 
of iM)00/. would btf accepted. Whereupon Mr. Ihinkes as- 
sured me, that tliat sum would ])e procured and paid during 
the present*session of Parliament, Aic. I withdrew. Now' 1 
hereby declare, that I went prepared to acc*ept any offer 
made by the sub-committee, in the full confidence that if it 
VOL. II. 2 A 


f 
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should not be tlioiiglit adequate to Mr. Salt's deserts, it 
would be •increased by' the assistance and recommendation 
of bis friends at a dvtwml Meeting. Ry assenting to the 
proposal, a specific sum is named, and an agreement to 
purchase is thus manifested. 1 farther fi-lt convinced, that 
if the sarco|)bagus is ultimately to remain in the British 
Museum, the sum of IJOOO/. must he paid for it. inasmuch as 
the sub committee have deducted so much from the sum of 
500t)/. named hy me, eontemjdaling that it would sell lor 
that amount*. 

fSigned) l>iN(;irAM H leii a aos.” 

All the steps wdiieh Iiad been taki'u with respi‘ct to tin* 
Side of the ('olli'ction, were regular! \ (‘ommunicated to Mr. 
Salt by Mr. Richards; hut the length ol‘ time that I'lapsed 
before any re])l\ could lx* obtained from Egypt, rendered it 
necessary for the latter to rely chii‘fl\ on his own judgment, 
throughout the whole of this intricate business, which, to do 
liim justice, he pursued with a zeal, ability, and frii‘nd!-hi|) 
very rarely to be parallt‘!ed. On the pre^tait (u'casion he 
addressed a letter to .AFr. Salt, and alter gi\ing him the 
substance of what had occurred at the met'ting, he adds, 
“ Having thus conformed to your h tter ol‘ offer, and shown 
every possible di.sposition to meet the views (»t‘the 'frustccs, 
1 consider them a-- pledged to ])ureha>e to the extent named, 
and to deliver iij) the •*arcoj)hagus to my order. 'i'hi*sc Iw'O 
points I lay claim to. and if the (i(‘neral AFeeting, or the 
Parliament, should not api'”ove ofi the sarcophagus being 
sold, it is thus vMued at three thousand pounds', A\ hit h. must 
be paid for it if it remains in the British, AFuseum. 

“ I have written to Mr. C. Vorke. Air. William J. l^ankes, 
and Lord Aloimtnorris, to urge them to take all possible steps 
to assist in obtaining all you go for ; secure, on the one hand, 

, of the tw'o thousand pounds and the sarcophagus, more may 
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bo tried for by your friends without fear of nuirring the 
bargain- JUtUr may be done Ibr^oii, worse cannot. So 
much has been said of ami so little in (tpprohuthm 

of I^gyptian anti(|uilies, . 11011 1 was almost afraid }ou would 
be left in thv hu'vh t‘ntir(‘ly. If* I>eI/.oni’s offer he realized, 
he wdll have to j)a\ two thousand live hundred j)ounds to 
you, retaining hisli\e hundred pouiuls out of the three thou- 
sand pounds; and i‘\en if the 'I'ni^tees should take the sar- 
cophagus at three thousand pounds, Hel/oni will be alike 
entitled to his 1i\e hiuulred pound-, 'flu re was no (juestion, 
nor even a hint, as to a s(‘parate ^alualion ol* your Collection. 
It, (‘ould not have been sat islaett)r> to either part\ : there is 
no standard ruh* lo form it upon, and had the aoiount bi'cn 
made large, the whole, or part, «)f the Colli'ction would have 
been reji'et*‘d ; had it proM‘d a snialler amount than that 
nanu'd, you must lane aeeept(‘d it, hesidis pa\ing the per 
centage to the apjiraisers. I do not think that, considering 
all things, the 'l'rusti*es have e\inced any dis|)()sition to be 
lib('ral towards you. and I do not i‘\pi’cl that ( illua* }our- 
self, or your fViemIs, v\ ill be ''Utistii-d ; but there is time lor 
the latter lo bestir ihemsi'bes in \our behalf, while }0U, 
through my representation, remain inactive, certain of 
having acted in a most honour.tble and disiiitireslial manner- 
throughout the business. 

1 am i'\er yours truly, l». Rich Aims. 

- To Henry Suit, 

• 

In addition to the reasons abo\e-eni '’*ated, which in- 
diuigd i\Ti . 41 iebards to elos(* witli tlie >/#. i offer made 
on this occasion by the sub-committee of 1 rustt'es, 1 find 
others of a still more cogent nature, statetl in another of 
his memofandurns, bearing date the 18th ol hebruary 18:25i, 
in w’hich he says, ** I was led to believe that the leading 
and principal Trustee was aver‘'e to any jiurchase on the 
2 A 2 



356 


TRANSACTIONS RESf^KCTlNC". 


general grounds <>1“ economy and the wttnt of interest in 
Egyptian anticjuities ; uhen, tliercTore, I Ibiind a disposition 
to treat I’or tiu* ]>urcha>e, I was determined to make a sale 
under tlie old mereantili* adage oi** IR-tter to make a sale 
and repe/it, than to make no .sale and la'pent.' I should, 
Jiowever, ha\e been puzzled to know what amount would 
have met the idi'a.s of tin* Tru^tl‘es, or rather ol’ this par- 
ticular '^ru.'^tee to whom 1 allude. I'lu* Inisine.ss was .settled 
for Pie I)y the eireumsianci' of lleizoui’.s oiler Jbr the sarco- 
])hagus. 1 had tried to obtain fi\e thousand pounds for the 
w hole’. Three t housand pound.s w ere olli red for the sar<’o- 
phagu.s, and this left two ^hou.sand pounds lor the rest, 
'riiere was no escape; I agreed to take it. I could not have 
done otherwise whatever sum had been named, foi Salt had 
otlered the ('olleetion unconditionally. I believe the 'JVus- 
tee in (jue-^tion was taken by surpiise and could not retreat, 
J'or 1 do not think his ideas, at that time, exceeded ohv 
fhoKSffud fKuntfls, Again, it appeanal e''sential that Salt* 
should act liberally, that no one should have it in his ])owi‘r 
to .say otherwise; and to me, as a man ol’ business, it was 
desirable to secure any sum, /. r. to lake mom-v, ai'ter the 
long state of doubt I had been in. Sonu- ma\ say T ought 
to have bargained, and at least to havi' tiled for one 
thousand, or live hundred poiimK more. I cannot eon- 
seienliously assent to this; I had no right to bargain where 
my prineijial had left me no option, no power. It was I’or 
the Trustees to act as they liked. lleside.s, suppose? that 
by an attempt to ()l)tain more, a door had bi’en left opi’ii for 
them, or ratlua* for the acting Trustee, to have rejected’ the 
whole, wdiat wouUl have been my situation then ? Mr. JSalt 
might have justly condemned me Jbr not making sure of the 
two thousand pounds. - " It may bo observed that it 

was a fortunate circumstance that I named five thousand 
pounds in my letter to Mr. Planta, which was read to the 
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Ccminiittec. IIiul I iiamud lour thousand pounds, three 
thousand woulil have been also deducted, and one thousand 
pounds only have remained for iSalt. 

‘ * (Si^med,) “ Hi ncifam IGcii ARDS.'* 

The smallness ol the sum wliich had been ollered and ac- 
cepted Ibr a (’ol left ion so adiniral)Ie in its kind, and which 
had been asseinbh'd with so niiieh risk and i‘\pense, cer- 
tainly ex(‘iti‘d no small <le^ret‘ of surprise and dissatisfaction 
in the personal friends of Mr. Salt, and in all those who felt 
anxious tor the eiedit of our lireat national Institution ; 
th(»uiTh I am not aware that. an\ om* thought ol’ euiisiirinj» 
Mr. liiehards for his aeeej)tauee of tin- otfer. Mr. Salt had 
thrown himself on the //7»(7o//V// of the 'Trust and it was 
not for his ai;ent to raise objet'tions that mii»‘ht huM* inter- 
fered with the diri'etions of hi^ i‘mpli>\ i‘r. IIi*, however, 
did all ho could on tin* oeeasion, l)\ writin**- an account (if 
the i)roceedings to •'e\eral inllueiitial piu-sous, and succeeded 
in warmly interesting them in Mr. Sail's beiialf, should 
Belzoni’s purchaser, as then' was but too much reason to sus- 
pect, turn out an “ air> nothin^;.’' In the mean while, Mr. 
Richards received the follow in:; note i'rom Mr. Idlis, enclos- 
ing a resolutioji of the 'Tiustoi*^. b\ which the sarco|)hagus 
was placed at his (Mr. Richards’s) disposal. 

“ My or, \a Slil, '* Ennsh Musoum. Marcii 17th, 182^. 

“I have the pleasure to send you a co|)y of a Minute 
made at ^in extraordinary (ieiieral Mcctn : of our 'Trustees, 
T)n Saturday, which will (Uiabley on to remove the alabaster 
sarcophagus whentwer you wish. At the same time, 1 am 
instructed ^to iidbrm you, that it may remain as a deposit 
(juite as long as you choose. I>elie\i‘ me, in great haste, 
Your obliged and sincere Iriend, 

Hknry Li, ins.” 


“ To H. Rithiirds, Essq.” 
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in tiik pjuxcdi n(;. 

- J^ritish IVIiiseum, March lutli, 1823. 

“ At tin extraordinary General Moetin<]f — 

“ Resolved, 

“ 'riiat .Mr. Rieliards he inforined that lie is at Iil)erty, 
wlienever lu‘ })Ieii.ses, to remove tin* alabaster sareophaj^iis. 

“ "riie above is a true copy from tin* proceedings oi the 
Trustees. I'.m.is, Secretary." 

In consequence of tin* above permission, the sarcojiliagus 
remained in di-posit at the Mu.seinn, and Mr. b’icbarils 
baving*as(‘ertaini‘d that Jleizoni .s ])o\\i‘r of attorney to a 
Mr. Jb'own, was in the possession of Sir. I. S. (’ojiley, lie lost 
no time in writing to that gentleman on the subject. 

“Sia, t, li.'initf s < 'ninluil PI. ICC, .’M.iich 21th, UrJlt. 

‘‘ Mr. KHis, of the llriiiNli Aluseum, inibrnis nu* that \ou 
are in posst'ssion ol’ Mr. Ilel/oni's power of attorney to Mr. 
Brown, ol’ 'I’rinit\ ( 'ollege, ( 'ambi idge, ri lative toTiis contin- 
giMit interest in the alabaster sarcophagus deposili-d by me 
in the Biitish .Museum b\ ordir of Mi, Sail. I shall there- 
fore be much obliged to ^ou if \ou will lommunicate to 
Mr, Brown the circumstance t)f the sahl sarcojiliagus having* 
been placed entirel\ at m\ di.sjiosal b\ a minute made at an 
extraordinary (uneral Meeting of the 'I'rusties on the 
l.)th instant, and nf niv readiness to neat with Mr. Bt‘l- 
zoni s ])urehascr ibr the saU* and deli\er\ ol’it, in order to 
proceed without delay in th • realization oi‘the amount nuai- 
tioned by AJr. Belzoni. 1 liave the honour to beT-Ac. ' • 

. B. Rich vans.’ 

“ To Sir J. S. (-'opa*y.” 

It was not before the lajise of several months that the 
purport of this letter was ommunieated to Mr. Brown, and 
not till l^elzoni had again set out for Africa, so that the ap- 
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plication, as will he sliown hereafter, proved ef no avail. In 
the interim Mr. Hichards received -the following letter from 
Mr. Salt, written iii conseciuence of* the intelligence he had 
received from Mr. William Hankes. 




“ Due. liJth, ia22, dairo. 


“ I sent yon, hy toy letter of* May the liOth, full powers 
to act for me in the aflair of my anlicpiities deposited in the 
Hritish IMuseiim : the |>r(‘M‘nt is to confirm that h‘tter, and 
to acijiiaint \ on with a communication suhstwjiiently made 
me hy Mr. W illiam llankt's. IK* has enclosed tne the reso- 
lution of a (h neral Alecting lu'hl on the 1 1th of Mav 
declining the alabaster saicophagus, on account of* the very 
high valui‘ |)ut upon it h\ Mr. In'l/.oni.' I should hoj)e this 
resolution may have conn* to vour knowledge, and that you 
may have* ai ted upon it in giving notice ^o Mr. Eelzoni, and 
oflering it to him at his own price; il* not, I should wish 
that ^ou would immcdiatelv a|)pl\ to him, communicating 
to him the r(*solution of the ( ommitti'c, and at tin* sann* 


time making him the oiler of tin* sarcophagus, on his pav'iiig 
to me the sum of tiro thousand pounds on m> account, an f 
ttot iris/i 1o intnnrit HjHm uittf /intf/f In- may he able to make 
above that sum. You will gi\e him a reasonable time, if 
necessary, to find a hu}i*r for this sum; and should hejiot 
l)e able, }ou will then havi* the goodness to write to (lene- 
ral llaron dc* Minutoli, oll'ering it to him; and, in caseof Jiis 
declining it, to the IVi'iich (iovernn. *- * through the (’onto 
de iW*";, who has seen it, and is a ' tetor ofthe IVench 
Aluseum — that is, if vou do not find a buyer at two thou- 
sand pounds in Ihigland. At all events, si‘11 it soon if 
possible^ at the same time taking care that you do not get 
me into any scrape with Bel/.oni. Even should you not be 
able to get more than one thuustunf Jive hundred ponndsy it 
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will be betteio to sell it than to remain longer without 
the money. • 

“ I cannot help feeling that the Trustees of the Museum 
have miicli compromised my interests by not coming imme- 
diately, on llelzoni’s making the proposition to them, to a 
determination, as in that case he would have been obliged 
to abid^ by his oiler, which he will now, 1 doubt not, find 
means to evade. Look at liis letter oi* the :24th of January, 
of w hich I sent you a copy, and you w ill sec how' much 1 
have been sacrificed. I wisii you, if the valuation ol‘ the 
rest of the Collection has not yet been made, to be guided 
in your proceedings by the advice ol‘ Mr. William Uankes, 
who is kind enough to take a strong interest in my favour. 
Whatever you may do, I shall be satisfied with it; only 
pray hasten the termination of the affair as much as you 
can. * * * Relieve me 

• “ Vours mo.sl trul}, II. S. 

P.kS. Mr. Ihinkes tliinks that it would be best to nanu‘ 
Mr. Payne Knight, Dr. Young, 4’homas Ilojie, and hi^iself, 
as my assessors. 1 should be miieii fhllered iflhe\ would 
take that trouble 14)011 themselves, as I am jiersuaded there 
are no better judges in England. — IJ. N.*’ 

To B. llichanlH, 

[Received :2:2nd of Ajiril ! 8:2^5. J 

• 

A few months afterwards Mr. Salt again wrote as follows, 
in reply to a letter, Ac. addressed to him by Mr. Richards 
on the 4tJi of the ])receding 1 ebruarj . 

FROM IIKNRY SALT TO U. RICHARDS, ESQ. 

4 
0 

“ My dear Richards, 

“ 1 have just received yours of the 
its accompaniments.* You will, befoi 


“ Cairo, April 182a. 

Jith ,of 
•e 
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of December 12tli, enclosing a copy of the note of May the 
JltJi from Mr. Kills, wliich will show what a strange part 
the Museum is acting. They theret in May 1822, in direct 
terms refuse the sarcophagus, and on the 8th of Jtinuary 
(as by your memorandum) they refuse to give it up to Mr. 
Beizoni I — What can be the meaning of such a proceeding?* 

I am greatly obliged by the mamu'r in which you have 
stated my claims in your note of January 8th ; but there 
are a few observations to he made for the sake of not getting 
into any difliculty or Ian suit. You say that the contract 
stipulates that ‘ any sum U unffltt abo\e two thou- 

sand pounds should be ecjually shared l)t‘tweeii thi'in (Mr. 
Salt and Mr. Beizoni.) But thi.-s is not precisely the stipu- 
lation ; it is, that he (Bel/oni) shall be entitled to one-half 
of the iiinplns ol* w'hatevm' price maij hv puhl for the same sar- 
coj)hagus exceeding tw o thousand pounds ; and it is inoreovei 
clearly stipulated ‘ that the British ^^nsemn is to have tlu' 
offer of it at w/fur It is, tlu'refore, rather impru- 

dent of you to state, * It is not at all neevssary that the 
Trustees should enter into the (jiiestion of Salt’s contract 
with Bel/oni;’ oji the cojitrary, in\ dear Billiards, it is 
nhsolntvhj mTCsaai'ij. I have olfered it to them snlvlij on this 
condition and no other, * that a fair valuation be made,’ as 


* TIic error roinmittcd l)y tlu* Trustees oicthis occasion wsis of a two- 
fold nature ; lirst, in not addinj^ to their ininme that •• Ihc Mimiphatjm, 
U'U.'t at the” disposal of Air. Salif and, secoiully, in not anjuainiin^ itlr. 
Richards with the resolution come to before they ^'■]^ar^lted fort lie recess. 
It is true he had not at that time f?ot a power of .i '-uey from 3Ir. ^alt 
to act for in this ‘particular instance^ hut tl”’ well knew that ho 
Salt’* yeneral aj»eiit, and thoreforo ought to have acquainted 


him with their detcriiynatioii, or at least have inaile arrangements for 
the sarcophagus to be delivered to him the instant Jiis arrived : 

by doing iieitli^r, Mr. Salt’s interests were completely conijiromised, as 
w'ell as latter had indeed receiviil any speeilic oifer of 

P^tlie drcumstaiiceB of the^case, does not appear 
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you must see by my ofFcr to the Museum to which you 
refer of May 10th, ISiid'; for it must be remembered this is 
due to Mr. Beizoni, whose interests I cannot wish to cont- 
promise. 

“ Your next paragraph also, may, 1 fear, if they act upon 
it, directly lead to a lawsuit ; for certainly, as you say, if they 
pay me in the- lump, and do not take a fair valuation of it, 
Beizoni may then pretend to come upon me ‘ for half the 
excQSS of what it would have sold for.' But 1 cannot con- 
sent to be placed in this situation. If they choose to take it 
at a fair valuation, well ; if not, it must go to Belzoni's 
buyer. They may be assured it was not a trifling thing that 
induced me to make that contract with Beizoni — it was ab- 
solute necessity. He had estimated the sarcophagus in one 
of his letters to me at about firnittf ihuumvkd pounffsy and the 
only means I had oi‘ coming to an acconunodation was, by 
consenting to the stipulation in (juestion : hud 1 not given 
him that supposed advantage, which 1 considered as none, 
we should at this moment Iiave bi'en in cruel litigation. 
Above all things, my dear Kichards, avoid getting me into 
a lawsuit. The aliair, as I have lel*t it, is clear enough. But 
probably, before this reaches you, all this may be finally 
settled, as my letters of December li^th have been sent in 
duplicate — I believe I may say in triplicate. It may be as 
well to state, vn jxissmtt, that Monsieur Drovetti did not 
offer the ten thousand dollars at 'riiebes in behalf of* the 
French Government, but for himavlf; nor do 1 know that the 
Baron Minutoli did for the Prussian (jovernment : this by 
way of accuracy. The latter’s offer too, not a* vt^ry 
one, was made at Alexandria. You may be assured that I 
am very sensibl'e of your kindness in acting for me in this 
affair, and shall bc^lad of an opportunity to retufii it. 

‘‘ Yours very truly, II. S. 

P.S. 1 Iiope, at all events, you will get two thousand 
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pounds for the sarcopharjus. Belzoni may at present begin to 
be convinced I was rights and that|hc has no great matters 
•to complain of. — S.” 

“ To Bingham Richards, Esq.” 

Month after month passed away witlioiit any notice being 
taken of the application made by Mr. Ricliards, through the 
Solicitor-General, to Mr. Brown of Canihridge. At length, 
however, he received the following letter troni that gentle- 
man, explaining the cause of the delay : — 

. Ibbolsoii’s Hotel, .fiiiie Urd, 182.1. 

“ I have only just received from the Solicitor-General the 
letter which you addressed to him in the note of the :24tli of 
last March : 1 am much vexed at the delay, as I am anxious to 
acquaint Mr. Belzoni with the resolution of the Committee 
of the Trustees of the British Museum. Itoiu the delay 
that has taken place, I am sorry to say that there is now 
very little chance of Mr. Belzoni hearing from me tor a con- 
siderahle time. II is last letter to me was dated 'fangier, 
the loth of April, and lu* was thcji preparing to go on to 
Tez, and thence farther south ; I shall, however, write to 
him immediately, and direct my letter under cover to the 
British Consul at "langier, Mr. Douglas. 

“ I cannot help expi\*ssi:ig my hope that the sarcophagus 
will not be removed from the Museum, as it would be a 
national loss, hut that the Trustees will do an act ol* justice 
and pay to .Mr. Belzoni five hundred po. .ds, which sum he 
jrrfriith aird equity has every right to claim. I shall remain 
in town for a few* days, and any letter will find mt' at Ibbot- 
soifs Hotel, Vere Street. I remain, Sir, 

“ Your very obedient servant, G. A. Brown.” 

To Bingham Richards, Esq.’* 



THANSACTIOJNS RESPECTING 


BINGUAM HICIIAHDS, lSu* REPLY T0 TtIC 

• . . ■ ’ ■ ^ •^'x, 

u yjjt Lo4dorf;‘Jtme5th/MflSt ;i 

“ I have received the favour, of your letter dated &e ^4 
instant, and bhall imich ri‘grct tlie'circinnstatice of the delay 
of my coniniunieation through the SoUcHor^General, if it 
should prove injurious to Mr. Salt’s or Mr. Belzdni^s interest' 
in the realization of the value of the' sarcophagus. 1 am 
rather surprised to learn from }ou that farther communiCH-'. 
tion with Mr. Belzoni upon this subjed is necessary^ as I 
understood that you were acquainted with the nanieofthe 
purchaser, and would be able, to transact the business, or 
l)ut it in niy [)ower to do so, as soon as 1 could guarantee 
the delivery of the sareojdiagus. Mr. Salt has expressed 
himself willing to take iVom any purchaser, Ih itish or foreign 
(giving the former the preference ) the sum ol’ two thousand 
pounds; but as Mr. Belzoni has a contingent interest, should 
it produce more than that amount, and as he assured me 
that he could readily dispose of it ibr thn^e thousand i)ounds, 

I thought it just that every' o})portunity should be afl’orded 
him, and 1 have hitherto abstained from offering it for 
two thousand j)ounds. TJie circumstance of ]\Ir. Belzoni 
• not having made you acquainted with his purchaser gi\es 
'rise to a fear on my iJart that he may not have any real pur- • 
^^'ishaser, and that has merely named the sum of three 
thousand pounds in the hope that the Trustees of the Mu- 
ijseum would take it at that j)rice, which would secure five 
huiidred pounds to him (Belzoni). There cannot be a Ui/u! t. 
that, the sarcophagus having been valued pt Thebes at tw o 
thpusand pounds', it ought to sell for one half as much more 
in this country, afltpr the risk of losing the whole ^las been 
incurred ; but, if this cannot be effected, it is. incuinbAt ; 
to^olitein for Mr. Salt the best price I: eaii fof it> 
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without fartlier reference to Mr. Helzoni’s contingent in- 
terest. I.liojie that you will contfidcr the situation I am 
placed in, by my wish to meet Mr. Ilelzoni's view's, as an 
.apology for having thus candidly slated my ideas on this 
subject. I have the honour to be, >Sir, 

“ Yours, B. Rk iiahds.” 

“ To G. A. Brown, Esti/' 

FROM G. A. BROWN, ES(i. IN RKBI.Y. 

IImU'I, .Tiinp Otli, 

‘‘ 1 regret very much that so long an interval must elapse 
before I can procure an answer rnrm Belzoni relative to the 
disposal ol‘ the sarcophagus, lie did //o^ communicate to 
me the y/<o//c ol* the person ; but, Iroin what he said, 1 have 
no doubt he would readily (►Her two thousand pounds to you 
for the sarcophagus. I can only say I wish I bad the money 
to spare, and I should instantly purchase and present that 
unrivalled remain of antient art to our rniversity. I have 
been ahseiTt from town for these last three or four days, or 
J should have replied immediately to }our letter. I am go- 
ing to the J^(»lieitor-(ienerafs on Wednesday evening, and 
shall then urge him to interest Parliament in behalf ol‘ 13eW^ 
zoni. I do liojre that sullieient liberality may be Ibund 
that House to lead them to give tw o thousand jxmiids tof 
Mr. Salt and five hundred pounds to Heizoni, and let thei'-^ 
sarcophagus remain w here it is, and in fact, where so/ < 
splendid a relic ought to be. I shall bt ast happy to comi 
ftrther with you upon the subj«.i t, and remain, Sir, ' 

“ Yours most faithfully, ' (i. A. Brown.” 

“ To B. Richards, Esq.” . * 

Jlothing farther passed upon this subject during several 
months. The sarcophagus remained at the^ritisli Museum, 
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and Mr. Richards suspended proceedings respecting it till a 
sufficient time had elapsed for receiving an answer from 
Belzoni to Mr. Ilrown’s communication. In the mean while 
he obtained the two thousand pounds, for Mr. Salt’s Col- 
lection Irom the Museum, and about the same time got the 
annexed short letter from Mr. Salt. 


“ My okak Riciiauds, 


(:air(>, .Tune 1st, 182^5. 


“ I have received your letters, and liave not, of course, 
much to say on the allair of the Museum. One thing sur- 
prises me, that \oli do not elfect the sale with Belzoni, or his 
agent, and give a rvtjttlar o/y/c/'.ou the Museum for the sar- 
cophagus, which Avould bring that point to an issue; and 1 
think such a step absolutely necessar>, with a \iew to ulterior 
proceedings. 1 send you an extract irom the account cur- 
rent of my father’s executors, which will put you uu j'aiU 
as to what have been my expenses, independent of my 
salary. 

“ 1 feel assured that Mr. Yorke w ill do all •he can for 


me; and Mr. Ifankes, Jun.. who in one of his last letters 


says that ‘ the (’ollection is well worth //re thousand 
pounds,’ will, I trust, aid and assist, v * ^ Or if you 

could, at the I'oreign Office, be able to lay the matter before 
Mr. Canning, I am confident he is too liberal to sec me 
wronged. If 1 am to have less than four thousand for the 
w/iole, I shall think myself /r/v/ ///-//.vr//, for it must* be re- 
membered that Sir Joseph Banks pressed me into the sennee. 
Believe me, my dear Richards, . . 

“ Yours very truly, H. S.” 

“ B. Kichards, Esq.” ^ 


In the succeeding November, no letter having arrived 
iiroYn Mr. Browi^ Mr. Kichards commissioned Mr. Beechey, 
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who w’as going to Cambridge, to call upon that gentleman, 
and gave him the following introduetory letter. 


lioiidoii, Nov. ath, 1823. 

“ I have been hoping for some time to receive a commu- 
nication from you upon the •subject of the sarcophagus, 
trusting that you might have had an answer from Mr. 13el- 
zoni to your letter in June last, which would either enable 
me to deliver it to his purchaser, or to lind another without 
reierence to Mr. Hel/oni's conlingent interest. My friend, 
Mr. Heechey, is going to Cambiidgi', and will have the plea- 
sure to conl'er with you t)n the subject, as he is ac(]uainted 
with it. 

“ I am, Cvc. Uicuards.” 

“ To (r. A. Brown, Esq.” 


FROM C.. A. BROWN, JiSQ. IN' RCl’LY. 

Trinity (olloge, (’jnnhridgo, Nm. 1823. 

Upon ni} return to Cambridge 1 I’ound the letter whicli 
you had entrusted to Mr. Heechey 's care, and I have to 
regret tliat f lost the opportunity of seeing that gentleman. 
1 am sorry to say that the letters wliich i sent to .Mr. Hcl- 
zoni, under cover to Mr. Douglas, the Consul at Tangier, 
were never delivered to him, but returned to Mrs. Helzoni 
since her arrival in England. In them 1 gave the substance 
of what liad passed relative to the sc^M^phagus, and I en- 
cl^’s^vl-^ilsfi your letter to me upon the i • )ject. Tlie letters 
have again been sent out to Mr. Helzoni, but even if they 
should reach him* I see no chance of obtaviing any answer 
from him^ I can, therefore, say nothing farther in regard to 
the business. I only think it will be an act of the greatest 
injustice to the person who discovered the Tomb, and the 
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valuable sarcophagus it contained, if’ in the sale of’ tlie said 
sarcophagus he is to he e-ntirely overlooked, as far as sharing 
the proiits/ I have done what I could to impress the Trus- 
tees of the Jh itish iMiiseum with a proper sense of what is 
due to .Mr. llel/oni’s merits; they havi* shown thomselves 
not so sensible of those merits as I could have wished. I 
have endeavoured to interest different persons in Parlia- 
ment upon the niatti'r, and I i’ear as vainly. It must there- 
fore take its course, f shall he in London this next A\eek, 
and il’ you ha\e anything to communicate, I shall he happy 
to receive it at Ihhotson’s hotel. I remain. Sir, 

^ our most ohedient humhle servant, 

“ (J. A. IIkown.” 

Kichards. Es<|.” 

Here the eoiMmimieation hetween Messrs, llrown and 
Richards seems to hav(‘ terminated, 'fhe strange and du- 
hious conduer of Rel/oni, in imiformlv evading every appli- 
cation that had heen made to him, to specify the name of 
the party from v\honi the offer of’ purchase had emanated, 
and his imaccountahle neglect in not entrusting even his o#n 
agt^t with the secret before he tpiilted the country, almost 
justified the suspicion entertained by Mr. Richards, that, 
“ Mr. Relzoni had never any /yy/Z offer, and that he merely 

* I ronlVss I <lo iiMt cviiclly the forrt* of tliis obsrrx alion. Mr; 
Holzoni had Iuumi eniploud to seai'i h tor aiitii|uiti('s, and, as has been 
already .slmwii, was most handstnnrfif remunerated lor liis services . he 
incurred no risk, that heiiii; exdusively 3Ir. Salt’s, to wliom wliMever 
was discovered of ri^^lit i'clongeo, the out-lay having been <lr,;jjiyn en- 
tirely from liis own jtnvatc resources. Air. Relzoni had no rlaini iiptJTT 
the antiquities, except sucli as it was at iMr. Salt’s pleasure to allow 
him ,■ where tlieii V.as the '‘'‘injustice/"* If iMr. Rruwn, or any other 
gentleman, suspected that a rich v'idii of ore existed in som« new-foiiiid 
country, and were to enijiloy, at his sole c,rpcnse^ a skilful person to 
discover and work it —on whom ought the profits, or the loss, to de- 
volve ? on the employer or mi his agent ?- E. 
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attempted to establish a value, in order to secure to liimself 
a sum of five hundred pounds for liis contingent interest.” 

At the latter end of or in the beginning of 18:24, in 

1 ‘onsequence oi' the strong feeling excited among several 
distingiiislied persons, I)y tl»e insignificant sum awarded to 
Mr. Salt lor his C’ollection, some disposition appears to have 
existed on the jiart ol' the Trustees of the British Museum, 
to enter into a fresh negotiation with respect to the sarco- 
phagus, in order to allbrd Mr. Salt an ecjuivalent for the 
prineijial and interest of tlie large sum he had expended 
in assembling his Oolleetion. Some of the Trustees, as 
well as otlu r indi\ iduals, deprecated the idc‘a of the sar- 
cophagus being [mrehased by a I'oreign power alter it had 
been once in I'mglisli posse•^siom and lamented the undig- 
nitied parsimony \fliieh, in matters of this nature, too fre- 
(pn‘ntl\ ri'gulates the proceedings of our great National 
Institution: before any measures, however, were decidedly 
taken, Mr. IJiehards thought it right to address hitters to 
several ol' Mr. Salt’s Iriends in Ids behalf. 1'he succeeding 
are among the answers reeei\ed to his ajiiilieations. 

cmiM ini: Ku.in iioNof UAni.i’ ( ii \hi.ks nohkk. 

Ijoiiiii^ioMs, .riuiuiiry !iOth, 1(321. 

“ Mr. Vorke’s compliments to Mr. B. Richards, had the 
honour of his letter of the 2()th inst. Mr. Vorke is most 
hapjiy to bear that the British Museum is likely to purchase 
the iyii(|ue sareopliagus procured by Mr. Salt, and that this 
country will ^e spared the shamv of In; ing it sent to a 
((fl\;tgn (’olfection alter being in Hmjlish jtosscssioff. Mr. 
Yorke entertains iw fear of any ojtposifj^w ainong the 7V//.v- 
/CC.S’, or in the House of Commons, hord llardw ieke, if in 

' t 

town Tebruary 14th, will probably attend, and Mr. Yorke 
w'ill write to him on the subject. 

To Binj^ham Richards, Esq.” 

2 B 


VOL. U. 
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FROM WJIAIAM J. IJANKKS, ESQ. 

* 

<>1<1 Palace Yard, February lOth, 1024. 

“ Domestic calamities and anxiety liave prevented my 
sending an earlier acknowledgement ot* your letter. I do 
not observe, Irom any paragraph in your letter, that you 
seem to he aware that Mr. Salt may bi‘ reasojiably expected 
in Kngland (or in Kurope at the least) in the course of* the 
ensuing spring. 1 ap|)lied myself to Mr. Canning some 
months ago, to obtain a leave of absence for him, at his 
re(iuest, and Mr. C. Yorke did the same. It nas conceded, 
and the leave sent out to him, to the best ol‘my recollection, 
some time early in November last, so that it is probable (or 
at least possible) that he may have it i0 liis possession at 
this very time : and, as he is anxious to come, it may na- 
turally be su])posed that he uill not delay his departure 
very long. Now, it may be north considering whether in 
tin’s case (the delays having already gt)ne so far), it may not 
be better to leave the matter pending, so far as resj)ccts the 
sarcophagus, until Mr. Salt shall bi* hen* to take part and 
judge for himself upon the spoff Such at least, I confess, is 
a little my own im})ression, and I hav(,* suggested to my 
father (the oidy^/e////// Trustee with whom I am very closely 
connected) that it waiuld, perhaps, be best to consider the 
whole bargain fen' the Collection suspended until that time, 
when something might be arranged (lor the whole ))erhaps) 
more satisfactory to all parties than what has been yet 
done. For 1 confess that, for my own part,*! *ha\TTrft^r , 
been at all satislied with what was resoKxvl on the last year, 
nor could ever ^havc given my consent to it, on ]\Ir. Salt’s 
part, had he in any way authorised me to speak, act, or 
value in his name. At the same time, if your ofters from 
abroad are ve?'// libera!^ and in any way restricted as to time, 
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it should be well looked to, on tlie other hand (in taking care 
of Mr, Salt’s interests), that such opportunity be not 
lute/y lost before we are sure of a good market for him at 
home ; for 1 must not disguise from you tliat, though there 
may be those among the Trustees wlio Jiavc a strong wish 
that tlie sarcophagus sliould be retained, there are others in 
tlie number wlio conceive, that much too higli a value is set 
upon it, and that articles of greater curiosity and merit 
could be procured for that sum. I am stating to you the 
opinion of others, and not my own ; for altliough, possibly, I 
may conceive that th.e sarcophagus, taken separately, may 
not justify so great a price, yet 1 am persuaded that, if 
brought upon sale, the produce of the whole Collection which 
Mr. Salt sent over, would rather exceed than 1‘all short 
wliat it was calculated that he was to receive for the total ; 
selling the sarcojdiagus at two thousand fivi* hundred 
pounds. 1 am. Sir. in haste, your very obedient servant, 

\Vti,rj AM ,1. Hank ICS.” 

iVrhaps you will- favour me with two lines in answer 
[)revious to the I ^th, and I .should I)e glad to know wliat 
are your last accounts of Mr. Salt.” 

“ B. Uii’liards, Ksq.” 

To the last letter Mr. Richards sent an immediate reply, 
in which he states at large hi.s reasons for w ishing to bring 
the affair with the Trustees to a direct issue. 'I'hey Jiave 
considerable w eight, and, taking all the viicumstances of the 
case into consideration, lie could not p* I ably have done 
« betrt?r for Mr. Salt's interests than by pressing the matter to 
a speedy dctcrmiiwtion. 

A few days subsequently he was summoned to attend a 
general meeting of the Trustees, and it is from his own 
memorandum,^ made on his return home, that 1 take the 
following account of what passed on the occasion. 

2 n 2 
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“ I was called," lie says, ‘‘ belbre llie general meeting oI‘ 
Trustees, Pebruar} I4tfi, Tbe Arcbbisliop of Canter- 

bury in the chair, who, addressing himself to me, ask(‘d 
whetlier I had any fresh proposition to make respecting tlie 
sarcophagus? 1 rejilietl. Not an\ ; \our Lordship must be 
aware of all that parsed on the lAth of' I'cbrnary last y(‘ar 
respecting it. I was reijiicsted to stale the sum which 
ivould sati.‘“f‘\ Air. Salt as a rciinbiirsenuMit for his expenses, 
and which I named to be ii\(‘ thousand )>ounds. 'IVo thou- 
sand pounds had been awarded to me for the rest of the 
Collection, in consecjuence of an olha’, at that time on the 
table, of threi* thousand jiounds for the sarcojihagus, and I 
could now only ri'fer to ihe former meetinj^ as the basis of 
any present transaction. A gentleman then said, he under- 
stood that two thousand pounds might bi' mur named for the 
sarcophagus. 1 replli'd that, under all the ( ircumstances, 1 
could not treat f'or a less sum than llnei‘ thousand pounds, 
without reference to Mr. Salt, who might l)i‘ on his way to 
Lngland, but of this I !iad no ad'.it^e. 1 tlien iiujuired 
whether I might acijuaint Air. Salt tluit there was a desire 
to jmrehase. The chairman did not \ery well see how I 
could do that. No proposal being farther made to me, I 
retired. On my return into tin ante-room I found Air, 
William J. Jhmkes, who I’elt disa|)pointed at the issue of iny 
interview', and advised me to take immediate sli ps to nego- 
tiate with the Ihuarian (io\ernment for the sale of the 
sarcopliagus at four thousand pounds, or any other (io\crn- 
nient, according to my orders from Salt. 

“ 15. lilt HAKDS." ' 

After this meeting, no farther stops wore taken with re- 
spect to the Aluseum for some weeks. A'lr.‘ William J. 
Ij^nkes strongly aiUised Air. Richards to prepare and pre- 
sent a memorial to the body of the Trustees in IVlr. Salt’s 
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favour. Tliis was accordingly drawn u|) and forwarded to 
Mr. William Baiikes, who, with twiothcr influential indivi- 
dual, highly approved ol'it, thought ap])cars that the docu- 
inc'nt w'as m'\cr returiu*d to Mr. Itichards, nor of course 
presented. It is |)rol)ahlt‘, howexer, from what subsequently 
took place, that tho-e gc'ntlemen had disco\ered that no re* 
presentation of the kind would ha\e produced any change 
in the detennination of the TruNtc'c.s. Without attempting 
in any resjiecl lo in\ I'.'.ligate the moti\es which inriuenced 
the latter throiighoiil llie whole of this transaction, it apj)ears 
certain tliat they at no tiim* twineed any great desire to 
possess the ("olli'ction, nor to act with the slightest degree 
ol‘ Iil)eralit\ ; tlieii j)roceedings uniforinly bearing a much 
stronger allinit\ to the trading '-pirit of a retail dealer than 
to the broad and enlightened Mew.-, that ought to intluenei' 
the managers of a splendid national institution. It may 
indei'd be soniewhal doubtliil wlielher Mr. Uichards, after 
he had had sucIj lull experience of thc-ir mode of conducting 
aflairs, would not ha\e acted more judiciously, and possibly 
more for tlu‘ interests <ii‘ Mr. Salt, had he without lartlu'r 
delay oHered the sarcophagus to some foreign ( iIo\ ernment, 
as soon as he found that the Trustees h.id rejectid it, and 
that no purchaser reall\ e\i^te<l on the part ol’ llel/oni ; or, 
at least, that when heatteniled the hi'^t nu'i*ting of the 'IVus- 
tees he should have offered it for two thousand pounds, 
w’hich there then seemeil siHttc titsposiiioH on their »)art c<> 
ha\e offered, instead of standing out for three thousand, as 
the only basis on which he could treat. p*ut it must be re- 
mttrftbered^ that lie was, in every respcv i, [ilaced in a most 
delicate situation, and was generally forced to decide on 
the urgency of the oeeasioii. • _ 

Mr. KiMiards. as usual, eommuiiicated his [iroceedings to 
Mr. Salt at Alexandria, actpiainling Idm with the reopening 
of the negotiation w ilh the 'frusiees ol the Museum, and with 
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the result. The intelligence reached Mr. Salt when lie was 
suffering from severe bodily infirmity and from the double 
affliction of the recent cTeath of his wife and child. It was 
then six years since he had first made the offer of his 
Collection, in the course of which he had sustained much 
fieeuniaiy loss, and had been subjected to no inconsiderable 
share of obliquy for his W'ell-intended exertions. Wearied 
out with the vexatious circumstances which uniformly at- 
tended the whole transaction, and tired with the endless 
obstacles thrown in the waj' of bringing matters to a con- 
clusion, he seems in his reply to have expressed himself 
with a degree of inijiatience very foreign to his natural 
character. As his letter, however, places his ideas on the 
subject in a very clear point of view, .1 should not fejjl 
justified in withholding it. It is as follows: 

FROM IIKNRY S/M/P, ESti. TO lUNOllAM RICHARDS, JJSO. 

Alox.nulria, INhiy 1^2 4. 

Mv DEAR Richards, 

“ I cannot understand upon what grounds you are acting. 
When there was a moment for taking a high tone, when 
the Trustees oflered the miserable sum of‘ two thousand 
pounds for the tr/wlv of my (,’ollection, e\cej)ting the sarco- 
phagus, * * * * you made no ojiposition ; accepted the 
money, and comjiromised me completely on that head : and , 
now, that you havg nothing in hand hut the sareojihagus, 
the sale of which you w ill find more diffic ult than you sus- 
pect, and on which 7 never laid any twiranfr/tnif value, — 
now, that conciliation was so necessary for my^ interbsts, 
you take up a high tone and demand for the sarcophagus 
three ||^ousand pounds, adopting as your basis, not my in- 
structions, but the offer of Belzoni.* Look badk to my 

• Nothing vexes me so much as the drcumslaiire that you should 
have, hy this line of acting, given the Trustees reason to suppose that 1 
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letter; is there any tiling of this kind in my instructions? 
On the contrary, have 1 not writtefi to you that with two 
thousand I should be content, even should I have to pay 
five hundred out of this to Helzoni ? Ikit as to liis claim, 
nothing could, I think, have been more easy than to have 
disposed of it, had )oii consulted, as I reijuested, my friend 
Mr. Jiroughton. A lawyer’s letter to lielzoni’s agent, de- 
manding the three thousand pounds to be paid down, or that 
you should considi'r I he offer as null altogether and as un- 
worthy your farther notice, and that conse(|uently you should 
dispose of it other>\iso to luy best advantage, would, 1 should 
think, have sufHced, and if is niy wish that this measure 
may at all events be inuncdiacely put in execution. I 
CQuld almost fancy you had been bitten b} Belzoni or 
his agent! Offer it for four thousand pounds! where will 
you get half the sum ? • 

‘^'riie mode in which the Musi*um seemed inclined to 
settle tlic matter would have been perfectly satisfactory; for 
you know I had made up my mind to make (frvuf sacrifices : 
— the object ha\ing been attained in ha^ ing enriched the 
Museum with a Gollectiou which must be estimated here- 
after as the finest l^gyptiun one in Euro|)e, as far as regards 
statuary. The Trustees cannot, at least, deprive me of this 
honour. 

“ Pray, my dear llichards, take some means, if possible, 
through my friends Mr. Y'orke and Mr. Bankes, to correct 
the error you have fallen into, and coni!udc, if you can, w ith 
the Museum for two thousand pounds . r e, on the ground 
of its beingf in full for the whole of my I ollection, iiiriuding 
the sarcophflgus. ^ ^ H. S.” 

• 4 

have been iy collusion all the time with that j>rince of ungratolul ad- 
venturers — Ood knows, on the contrary, tliat I Jilways believed his o/Tcr 
to be a fictitious one, and that T have but one wish, never to have my 
name coupled with his. Why then ground your demands on his 
offer? “ II. Sai.t.” 
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As matters turned out, however, Mr, Salt was ultimately 
no loser by tlu; course •‘that had been pursued by the 
Trustees. TIk* sum winch that body had found it incon- 
venient to vote, for the bare reiinburseinent of Mr. Salt’s 
expenses in forming tlu* (Collection, one spirited individual 
and liberal encourager of art declared himself willing to 
advance, on condition of tlie sarcophagus heing|^)laced at his 
immediate disposal. This indi\idual was Mr. now Sir .lohn 
Soane, Hart, who, about the period of' the last meeting of' 
the Trustees, had communi(‘ated to Mr. Hiebards, 1 belii’ve 
through Mr. Tyndale of Iancoln’s-inn-fii“lds, les wish to pur- 
chase the sarcophagus could it be obtained for two thousand 
pounds. On receiving this intimation, Air. Hichards imme- 
diately informed Mr. William .1. Hankes of the offer, and 
re(iuested his advice on the occasion; when be receiM'd the 
fbllow'ing roj)ly, sanctioning the pro|)osaI, but under certain 
restrictions. 

.Soia;litoii Hall. Ffl>. I.'uli, 

“Dr.AK Siiif 

“As a friend of Air. Salt (from whom I have a letter 
dated in January last, in wJiich he e\])resses his eagerness 
to have all the matters respecting his (’ollection terminated) 
1 liave no hesitation in recommending that Air. Soane's offer 
should be acceded to, but hope tliat the reser\e in Helzoni’s 
favour has been stipulated for (as first intended) during 
twelve months at h ast ; Mr. Soane’s moriey and interest 
upon it to be returned iji*the case of Hel/oni coming with a 
larger offer within the tirtie sj)ecified. Helieve me, dear 
sir, in great haste, your \ery obedient servant, • ' r 

“ Wii.MAM J.* Hankc.s." 

“ To Bingham Kicl;ards, Esq.” * 

The stipulation in favour of Mr. Helzoni, contaified in the 
above letter, occasioned some delay, Mr; Soane having un- 
equivocally stated in his <)ffer that the sarcop)|^gus should 
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be unconditionally placed Mn his hands, on j)ayinnent of the 
proposed sum. It was also tlie ^vffeh rjfMr. William Bankes, 
before matters came to a final settlement with Mr. Soane, 
that an ajipcal should be a^ain made to the IVnstees ; and 
accordingly, on the :?n(l of April 18:24, Mr. Richards ad- 
dressed the following note to them. 


“My I^ohds AM) Ciin'tij’mkv, 

“ Having iec('i\ed an otler of' two thousand pounds for 
Mr. Salt’s saieo}>hagiis, llie piirehasm* agreeing to allow a 
suHieient term for Mr. Ihd/oni or his agents to jirodiiee any 
larger sum, so as to >eeure to him siudi beiu‘tit as he may 
have it in his power to obtain I’oi his contingent interest, I 
cannot eoneludi' the sale without previously making the 
oiler of it to your honourable Pxiard, lor the above-named 
sum of two thousand poumU, and snbjiM't to tlu' sanu' allow-, 
ance of time for tlit object staled. Recjucsting the favour 
of an early repl}, I have the honour to be, Ovc. 

(Signed) “1>i\(.ii\m fl lei! aiios.’ 

'Fhis note vva^. taken into consideration on the ItUh ol 
Ajiril, when the (’ommlttee canit* to the 1‘ollowing resolution 
on the subject of it^^ contents. 

/fi'so/nf/. — 4’hat the Poard decliiu* the olfer made in Mr. 
Richards’s letter, and refer him to the former decision of tin* 
Trustees at their general meeting of March loth, 18:28. 

(Truecojiy) “Hxmiy Eijjs, Sec. ’ 

Tftis definitive refusal on tJie part oi i;ie Trustees, anil 
the account of lh;lzoni*s death, which reached England soon 

after, a])j)ear to havi* removed the obstaMcs which had 

• 

* Mr. Soane, it seems, iVoiii the ron^h of the agreement hetu coa 
him and Mr. Richards, liad been induced, with his uccustonied good 
feeling and disAj^iTStedness, lo coiio(.de fu‘o years for this purpose.— E. 
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hitherto stood in the way ol* a final arran^rcincnt with Mr. 
Soane. In the niiddlt* of Aj)ril Mr. Richards wTOte to Mr. 
Planta of the Miiseinn, requesting tlie delivery of the sarco- 
phagus after tlu* recess, and sent a copy of his letter to 
Mr. Soane, who without loss of time returned the annexed 
reply. 

Linrolii's-Inn-FiehlN, April 17lli, 11(21. 

“ Si It, 

“In answ’er to your letter of* the liRh instant, enclosing 
an order to the Trustees of the British Ma.seum for the 
delivery of the alabaster sarcophagus to me, upon the pay- 
ment of‘ two thousand pounds, I beg to inform you that a 
draft for that sum is at your disposal, whene\i‘r the property 
is legally delivered at my house. I am Sir. 

“ Your obedient bumble servant, Joiiv SoAXi:.’’ 

• “ To Biiighiim Richards, 

• 

In consequence of Mr. Richards’s ap|)lication to Mr. Planla. 
flic sarcophagus was reimned from the Museum, and iinall\ 
placed in Mr. Soane’s house on the IlHIi of May I8:i4. 

It had been tbc laudable wish and hope ol‘ many indivi- 
duals, anxious for the credit of the nation, that the entire 
C’ollection should have been purchased by the IMusi um, and 
to the last Mr. William Bankes, in j)articular, entertained 
sanguine expectations of that object being accomplished ; 
finding, however, that all his efforts had Jailed in awakening 
the Trustees to a sense of Mr. Salt’s merits, and of what 
was due to their own reputation, it was his declared inten- 
ti(»n to move, the first opportunity which occurred in Pai'iia- 
ment, that the sum of one thousand pounds should be voted 
to Mr. Salt as lin additional remuneration for his exertions. 
This design however, probably from his having ascertained 
its small chance of success, he never appears to have put in 
execution. Perhaps too he felt, in the cven^^f Mr, Salt’s 
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inability, from ill health, to continue in the Consulate, that 
the mortifying treatment experienejid by the latter on the 
recent occasion, might form a sj,rong ground lor his being 
permitted to rei^ign his office upon some small retiring 
pension. That this was Mr. Saifs own view of the matter 
appears from the annexed lett(‘r to Mr. Richards, and in- 
deed, had he been able to have returned upon the leave of 
absence granted him by Mr. Canning, it seems likely that 
something of the kind would ha\e been elfected, through 
the interposition of that accomplished scholar and lamented 
statesman. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM HENRY SALF, ESO. I'O 
RINGIIAM RICH \RI)S, F.SO. 

•• Ali'xsimlri.'i, July Mnl 1824. 

“ Dear Uiciiard.s, 

1 have had great jileasurc in receiving yours of the ifrd 
of March, and have no douht you will hav(‘ had before this 
my letter ol* May the :2nd, so that I have to hope you will 
by this time have terminated all matters relative to the 
sarcophagus. 11’ the Museum should have relused my ofler 
at two thousand jxumds, to complete the price of my Collec- 
tion, 1 wi.sh you immediately to aci »|)t that of Mr. JSoane. 
Should you have succeeded in getting twi> thousand five 
hundred pounds, I should he of cour.se hetter pleased, hut 
even with the two thousand,*! shall he better satisfied 
than to have the matter left in a state ol* uncertainty', espe- 
cially as it gives me a greater claim, together with uliat J 
have suffered here, upon the (lovernmein i. case I should 
pbecolne incajiable of pursuing iny public duties. ^ ^ 

• “ Yours, I've. II. Salt.*’ 

“P.S. 7th oftuly. — I have received yours ?)f the 31st of 
May — approve most fully of the sale — have opened this 
letter to tell you so. The ship is on departure. 11. S.” 

“ To Binghairf'Rifhards, Esq.” 
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When the purcliase ot‘ the sarcophagus was completed by 
Mr. Soane, Mr. HiehaWls acquainted . some, of Mr. Salt’s 
friends with the eirciunstanfc, and thrg^dntelligence seems to 
lijive allorded them satisfaction, hoivever t|jey might lament 
the inadecpiaey of the total amount obtained as the' price of 
the whole of the Collection. Among others he addressed a 
letter to Mr. Hamilton, then at Naples, and as the reply is 
written with great good-feeling, and appears to embody what 
was generally felt on the occasion, I give it insertion^. 

TO lilN(.IIAM UICII \HI>S, LSQ. 

Mayr 6tli. 

“Di:ak Sir, 

“ Your brother was so good a.s to bring me your kind 
letter of the l.‘)th of A[)rll. in which you do me tlu‘ honour 
to mention your reason^ for di>po.siiio of Mr. Salt's sarco- 
phagus to Mr. Soane. I think you ha\i‘ judged rightly, 
though I cannot hut regret that it is iu)l in the Museum: 

I always thought that the 'frustees had made an olfiT of 
two liioiisand |)oimds, and that the lu’lclj lay lu'lween ihal 
sum and two thousand h\e hundred j>oiinds, always for tlu* 
Museum. IIowi‘\er it is satisfactory that it does not go out 
of laigland. Much is ccitainly due to ]\lr. Salt for the 
iiitelligenee and industry with which he has piiisiied his 
search of the l^gypliaii anti(|uities, and ajiplied himself at 
the same time to the study of their sacred language, and 1 
hope ere long his friends in Parliament will gi‘t something 
done for him, which shall do more than merely reimburse 
his expenses. 

“ Yours, Ac. William lfAMiLT<)\.’' • 


Thus terminated this iliscreditable transactioli. Afte r a 
.. lapse of six years, from the period of Mr. Salt’s tiist oHiu* of 
^is antiquities, he received Hnally through the .Museum, 
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exactly one half of the sum which lie had expended iu 
forming the Gollection. Ills risk, lijs activit}, perseverance, 
and judgment in assembling it, all passed wholly unre- 
warded, and had it not been I’or the liberality of one 
splendid-minded individual, he would actually have been a 
loser of two thousand pounds by hi^ disinterested exertions 
in the service of his country. Nor nni‘»t it be forgotten 
that, in the course of the above period, he had presented 
the Museum with several valuable anli(|iiities, lu'sides the 
Mciimon’s Head, which, in conjunction with Hurkhardt, he 
had gratuitous! \ placi'd within its Wtdls. 

On a review of tin- documents, no.v for the first time sub- 
mitted to the ))ul)lic, the ulioli' of this tiaibaction may be 
shortI\ summed upas follows. At the time of Mr. Salt's being 
appointed to the C Ou'^ulale of I\e}pt, his fritMul, the late Sir 
,Iosej)h Ihinks, then a \ery influential member among the 
"rrustees, pressed him to a\ail himself of the opportunities 
his situation seemed likely to alford, to collect antiquities 
for the JJritish Museum. W ith tlu\ re(juest Mr. Salt rea- 
ilil> complied, and liad no sooner reaclu-d the eountrj than 
lie warmly enti’i I'd upon the sj)i eufal ion. lie was fond of 
pursuits of' tifis nature, and linding Iiis owoi wishes sanc- 
tioneil by such an authoril \ as Sir .loseph s, he engaged in 
the undertaking with a greater degri*e ij(* /eal than possibly 
the dictates of selfish jirudence might justif\. In the first 
instance, his efforts were necessarily circumscribed by the 
confined nature of liis resources, l)ut not long after his 
arrival in I'^gypt, Jie came into [lossessii^. by Iiis fatlier’s 
dea'tfi, of afiout five thousand pounds, and liom tliat moment 
he appears to have launched into the w ide sea of specula- 
tive discovery. 

Iiis eiufeavours were crowned with success beyond his 
most sanguine hope, as, in a coinparati\ ely short time, his’ 
activity and liberality had secured to liim a Collection 
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which excited the admiration and the envy ot‘ liis numerous 
competitors. No sooncij was it assembled in 1818, than he 
wrote a private letter to his friend Mr. Hamilton, offering 
his ('ollection, at a fair valuation, to Government, for the 
British Museum and the Uoyal Academy, and requesting 
the advice of that able and experienced individual as to the 
best mode of accomplishing his purpose : with this letter he 
also sent, privately, a list of prices, at which the several 
articles appear to have been valued by the numerous foreign 

Savans” then assembled in I'^gypt, some of whom had 
actually made him splcjidid oilers lor more tlian one of the 
antiquities in his possession, all of which he refused from 
his desire to send the entire Collection to hhigland, and his 
wish to avoid the imputation of being considered a dealer, 
'fhe letter a id the priced list were, in an incautious mo- 
ment, submitt(‘(l by Mr. Hamilton to Sir Josi‘ph Hanks, and 
the [lublicity thus given to these doemnents produced, tis 
has been belbre stated, an outcry against Mr. Salt as 
unreasonable as it seems to have been groundless. 

For his well-iiitended proposal he received nothing hut 
censures and ujihraidiiigs, and even these notices of his 
offer were delayed till the February ol* the Mlowing year. 

In the mean while Mr. Salt had been induectl to give Mr. 
Helzoni a lien on ^the sarcophagus, which subsequently 
proved very detriiiiontal to his interests, and seems to have 
been employed by otliers as a subterfuge for awarding him 
the trifling amount which ho Anally obtained for the rest of 
his Collection. No sooner, however, had^lie gained intelli- 
gence of the mode in vvhicli his proposition had been ’re- , 
ceived in Fngland, than he hastened to nffer the whole of 
his Collection to the Musemn, without any stipulations as to 
price, and at the same time stated the contingent claim he 
l^id given Helzoni on the sarcophagus, in coij^e(|ucnce of 
the extravagant sum that had been set upon it by^that indi- 
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viiluul. 'Fliis unconditional surrender of Ids property, which 
wa!#niade ])y Mr. Salt in his letter 'to Sir Joseph Hanks in 
tlie early jiart of IS 1 9, appears to ^nive afforded pretty ge- 
neral satisfaction ; though, in fact, it did not greatly differ 
from the one he had previously proposed, viz. “ that the 
Collection should be taken by (lovcrnnient at a fair valua- 
tion estimated by such persons as it mitjht think proper to 
appoint.'' 

Although the offer now made was received with approba- 
tion, yet no steps seem to have been taken in the business 
for a considerable time, probably in eonsecpience of the 
death of* Sir Joseph Hanks, and it was not till after a letter 
had ])eLMi recei\cd from Salt, by Mr. William J. Hankes in 
Janiiars lS:2:i, noticing his f‘ormer ofier of the C’ollection, 
that the matter ^^as taken into consideration on the I Ith of 
May ol* the same year, wlu'u a ('ommittee of the 'frustces 
came to the resolution of \\ holly rvjrvtin<t the sarcophagus, 
in et)nse(pieiice “ of the high price placed upon it hp Mr. 
/>\honir 

No farther progress appears to have been made in the 
affair during this year, and the 'rrustees separated f*or the 
recess, without e\cn giNing ilu ir officers instructions to de- 
liver the article to Mr. Helzoni’s purchaser, if* such a person 
were really in ('xistence. 'Flms, and without having the 
sarcoj)hagus valued, compleiely compromising the interests 
of ^Ir. Salt, and those of Mr. Hel/pni ; the latt(‘r of whom 
had all along persisted in declaring that he had a buyer 
ready at three thousand pounds, and v\. uld deposit two 
thousand five hundred pounds in the hands of Mr. Salt’s 
banker, the momoiit he could obtain possession of rhe ar- 
tide. In this& manner was the opportunity lost of ascer- 
taining the accuracy of Mr. Helzoni‘s statements, and, at 
the next meeting of the Trustees, it appears he had already 
departed t6\.a far distant land, without even leaving the 
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name of his purchaser with /tis own runjkhatial agmi and 
attorney, \ | ^ • 

With these proceedingB Mr. Salt remained for some time 
.unacquainted, but, having learned in the interim that his 
* Collection had Ibr the most part reached ICngland, he 
deemed it expedient, in qrder to put an end to the suspense 
in which he had so long been kept, to renew the offer lie 
Jiad made to the Trustees in JSI9, through Sir Joseph 
and accordingl\, on tlie iBth of May I82i2, he ad- 
dressed tlie letter to that body, which has been . already 
given, and sent /b// powers to Mr. Richards to act as his 
agent in the affair. 

'fhe 'I'riistees, in consequence, once more met, in the early 
part of when they again rejected the sarcophagus, and 

olfered two thousand pounds for the rest ot‘ the anti(juities ; 
exactly half the amount whicli, they then knew, the Col- 
lection had cost Mr. Sait, and throwing on his hands, with- 
out even ha\ing it jiroperly \ allied, the most unsaleable arti- 
cle of tile wlioli*, taking for f t‘ir guide, not the fair estimate 
of competent judges, but the extra\agant price put ujion 
it by Mr. lk'1/oni. In this wa} was the Collection split, 
and Mr. Kichards, in a manner, conijielled to' ^iccept of the 
insignificant sum that had been proposed. 1'he matter 
being thus dis])o^ed of, Mr. Richards lost no time in endea- 
vouring to discover Mr. Helzonfs purchasei*; but no such 
personage was forthcouiii^g. 

in the mean while some individuals, and a portion of the 
Trustees tliemselves, bt‘came interested in Mr. Salt’s behalf, 
and felt anxious for tlie credit of the nation, tluit the Col- 
lection* should not be divided, but that «ihe whole should 
remain in the \3riti.sh Museum, 'riirough tbeir represen- 
tations a disposition was manifcoted by the iVustees to 
reconsider their decision, and .Mi. Richards wgp again .sum- 
moned, early in 1 824, to attend a (jeneral MeefHg- 
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Thirf meeting, liowevcr, ended like the foregoing iAes, 
some inclination was evjnccd, on the part of several 
of the members, to give two thoufsand pounds for the sarco- 
phagus, and thus make up the amount to Mr. Salt of the 
money he had actually^ expended. But to this proposition 
Mr. Richards did not feel himself authorised to assent, and 
the affair passed over withour anything specific being de- 
termined. 

About this period Mr. Soane made his proposal of (M$3^hou- 
sand pounds for the article, which was conditionally accepted 
by Mr. Richards, but, before he concluded the treaty, it was 
thought right to again aj)p!y to the Trustees, and make them 
tlie offer of the sarcophagus at the above sum. This pro- 
posal, how'ever, being also rejected, the article was delivered 
to Mr. Soane after a stipulated time had been allowed for 
any purchaser of INIr. Bclzoni’s to come forward with a more 
advantugcous offer. ^ 

It has been too much the prevailing notion to consider 
Mr. ]3clzoni as the only party aggrieved in the course of 
these proceedings ; but with how small a degree of justice 
will probably appear frorp the foregoing statement. Mr. 
Salt had beeff urged to form a collection for the British Mu- 
seum — he had entered zealously into the undertaking, and, • 
in carrying it into effect, had expended nearly the whole of 
his private property. Mr. Belonzi was justly recommended 
t6 his notice, as a person well qualified by his perseverance 
and abilities to aid him in the objects ot his pursuit; and his 
services were accepted and amply repaid Mr. Salt, years 
beVore the* latter had himself rcalisecia single penny of the 
large sum he had disbursed. The risk of every description 
was exclusively his own, yet he had the liberality to remu- 
nerate his agisnt, during the comparatively short time he was 
in his emplqy, to an amount which,’ in one way or another, 
was equillikent to a year's income of his Consular salary ; 
VOJjp II. 2 c 
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to say nothing of tlie contingent interest he had given him 
in tlie sarcophagus. Of \i|hat, then, had Mr. Beizoni to com- 
plain ? He received what may be termed prompt and full 
payment for his services, at least so far as Mr. Salt was con- 
cerned ; while his employer, after an interval of many years, 
by a mere accident, and witli infinite risk, discomfort, and 
vexation, succeeded at length in recovering the hare amount 
of the money which he had so freely hazarded. 

Before 1 conclude my account of this painful and, in a 
nation.d sense, mortifying transaction, 1 must beg leave to 
observe, that if I have at any time expressed myself strong- 
ly in the course of the above narrative, I trust the circum- 
stances of the case wdll be found sufficiently cogent to justify 
my animadversions. 1 have no motives which can induce 
me to pass a censure lightly on the Trustees of the British 
Museum ; and I only regret, from the treatment my friend 
Mr. Salt experienced at their hands, that it appears difficult 
to extend to them, iji their collective capacity, the degree 
of consideration to which they are in other respects unques- 
tionably entitled. 
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A DKSCRII'TIVE POEM, 

WITH NOTES. 


15 Y A TRAVELLEK. 


II {glorious structures and immortal deeds 
Knlar^'c the thoughts and set our souls on lire, 

My toM('ue lias hern hio cold in Kifypt’s praise,— 

Tlio (jureii of Nations and the boast of times — 

Mother <»f seicn<*e, and the house of {{ods. 

Young’s liNxiti,s 


OEOICATEJ) BY TIIK AirTHOR 

• TO Ills FRIENDS. 

Alkxamiria, .liTi.r IOth, lH2t 


ALEXANDRIA : 

PRINTED FOR THE ADTIfOU, BY AIEXANDEH DRAGIII, 
AT THE EUROPEAN PRESS, 


M DCCCXXIV. 



This Poem was printed with a view to divert the Author's 
attention whilst suffering under severe affliction, as well as 
to give encouragement to a very worthy man, the Printer. 
It is the first English work carried through tlie press in 
Alexandria ; and, as the compositor was entirely ignorant of 
the language in which it is written, the difflculties that ex- 
isted in correcting the proof-sheets may he easily imagined. 
This, it is hoped, may excuse many errors. The notes arc 
unavoidably delayed. 

Should the contents of this little work bring back any 
agreeable recollections to the minds of travellers, of the 
various scenes they have noticed in passg;ig through Egypt, 
the object of its Author will be, in a great measure, attained ; 
beyond this, the only satisfaction he can promise himself 
consi|ts in the gratification of tliose friends to whom it is 
dedicated. 
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CANTO I. 

I. 

KoYP'tj renowii’d of oUl, demands my son^. 

High favour’d land^ wlicre Nilus sweeps along 
His course majestic with full flowing stream. 

And back reflects to day the siiifs bright beam. 
Sw'eep on in triumph, noble river, sweep 
Thy welcome waters to the tliirsty deep, 

While Tegla’s distant mountains, cold and high. 
From their vast fountains a fresh stream supply. 
Oh I how I love along thy banks to stray. 

And w#tch the fish that on thy bosom play; 

Mark from thy bed tlie scaly crocodile 

Steal liis slow [>ace, and turn his head erewhile 

In cautious fear ; while screams the pelican, • 

W^itli fla])ping wings that heavy seeks to rise ; 

Or in extended phalanx mounts the crane. 

And <lins the welkin with its shrill hoarse cries : 

[I. 

Or, lazy resting 'neath some shady tree, 

List to the rustling leaves above, and see 
The turtle cooing to his gentle brid \ 

As fond she nestles happy by his siti 

€ 71 * view»the blue-wing’d pigeon’s idle brood 

Disport and w^inton on thy simmer flood ; 

Or trace the goose of Nile, witli tender &are 
Her offtpring teach t’ avoid the sportsman’s snare ; 
Now bid them on the surface shoot along. 

Now dive beneath, now witli the current glide. 
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And now protect them with her shelt*ring side, 
Braving ev'n death to save them : — this among 
His sacred characters wiJe Hermes drew, 

Emblem of care maternal, emblem true 
Of that affection fathomless which fills 
A parent’s breast, whose holy balm distills 
Its essence from that fountain pure of Love, 

Which blesses man below, and saints above. 

III. 

How pleasant, too, along thy stream to sail, 

And catch the fragrance of the morning gale ; 

Watch the bright orb of day in glory rise, 

Taking his course aloft through cloudless skiei^; 

Or passing by each village, with its mosque, 

Half hid in trees, or by some gay kiosque, 

Observe thy native children, blithe and rude, 

Bathe their young shining limbs in thy smooth floo|| ; 
Or mark the jar well-poised on maiden^s head, 

As up the bank she hurries, — round her spread 
A dark blue veil, which ever and anon 
She lifls aside, as to be gazed upon ; 

Or listen to the hum of water-wheels • 

By uncouth oxen turn’d, a fustic sound ; 

And^ie loud crack of ’labouring whip, that tells 
TTlie peasant’s watchful heed, where, planted round, 
The sunt, the tamarisk their shade extend, 

And to the sun-scorch ’d hind a grateful refuge lend. 

IV. 

‘ Nor do thy banks, O Nile I such scenes pollute 
As shame, in Ind*, the sacred Gunga’s stream — 
Scenes terrible t6 view, unhallow’d fruit 
Of superstitious fancy : — oft the gleam ’ 

Of glaring sun from forth grey mist doth stream 
'pn'bloatd^ corpse, that now doth» lightly swell 
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Its breast above the waters, now makes seen 
The remnants of dark features, limbs that tell 
A sad and sickening storj' — sight bbscene ! 

While close behind there often riseth by 
Some monstrous iish with red voracious eye, 

That watches keen his fast consuming prey, 

Half putrid, floating down. Nor yet despise 
Those who commit such horrors in thine eyes. 

But with compassion view their acts ; — the cause 
A virtuous feeling — when an old man draws 
Nigh to his end, from age or dire disease, 

Ui)to the Gunga’s banks, his mind to ease. 

Prompted by filial love his children hie, 

And stuff liis moutli with clay, and leave liiiu there to die. 

V. 

Then doth the holy stream him take away, 

And to <the pale survivors ’tis a day 
Of high rejoicing — Poor deluded men I 
Soon shall arrive the hour when ye shall scan 
Such loathsome follies with an eye of slianie : 

Not then the Santoifs, but the murderer's name. 

Shall stamp the wretch wlio dure such deed proclaim ; 

No longer then on Saugur's blood-stain'd shore. 

Where 'mid her sunderbunds fierce tigers roar, 

By false enthusiasm led away. 

Shall frantic mothers to swift rushing tide 
Consign their infant babes, and view with pride 
The alligator seize his helpless j)rey. 

Plunge ’rtiid the waves with his unhallowM food. 

And stain the i^eeking waters with their blood. 

VI, 

Yet when thy floods, O Nile ! pour o’er* the land, 
Tremendous is the desolation there ; 

The villagers despairing oil che strand 
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Weep o'ei*^ thy ravages.; tlie"6eld8 all bare 
‘ And dfowil’d, tHat smiledf e^ewhile, both green £nd gay. 
With i^ourds and* melons deck’d, now swept^away,^^, . 
Thetf Cottages in ruins carried do^ • ^ ^ 

'By th^'UnspiAring wateri^ trees o’er thrown, ‘ ' 

And bledting cattle, which in vain implore 
Man’s saving hand, wdille he with fruitless moan 
And futile tt)il,*^to save his winter’s store, 

Labours to buil(\ a little dyke with reeds, 

And for a moment hopes — the Nile recedes, 

But comes one sweeping wave, and every. hope i^oiie ! 


VII. 


Then is the country round one wide expanse. 

O’er which *tis painful for the eye to glance. 

Of rushing waters, Ironi the Libyan hills, 

For lordly Pyramids of old renown’ d. 

To where his waving line Mokattam swells, 

With rocks and high embattled turrets crown'd ; 

And villages, as islands, rise between, 

And date-trees bending with their golden liuit 
Half scatter’d to the waters, which the poor 
Amphibious natives gather to recruit 
Exhausted nature’s sufferings : — *tis a scene 
To ivakc strange feelings — men, thus insecure, 

Kesign’d to fate as in their liappier days. 

And blessing still their (Jod with thankfulness and praise. 


\ Ilf. 

And when old Ocean sends Jiis tempests forth. 
In all their fickle fury from the north, 

The air is blacken’d, and the lurid sky 
Threatens as werfc some heavy judgment nigh. 
It comes, it comes !*the lofty jialm- trees bend. 
And sycamores, the growth of agos, rend 
jj^pvwitb tlicir roots the bank affrighted Nile 



* #ANTO I.t 

Slialq^ hif4fear tresses, that^ill smooth erewhile 
Flow’d graciSbl down, — while on'\Hth dastard thron 
;• Their vast s/eHs shiver’d, reeling, pldnge along 
TKfe unryly barks: — the siform still 'fierceir raves; 
And. yon calm’d spot amid the blustering waves V 
Sleeps o’eV an hapless boat gone headlong dowir, ^ 
Unto destruction gone, — the mast alone, 

' Heart-rending sight I still quivers to the shock, 

And long shall stand, like to a threatening rqpk. 

To warn the stranger ; — the dun buffalo 
Turns to tfa^ storm his back, and waits the throe 
Of labouring nature swift on wings of (j^ead 
The screaming vulture flies, and dim the sun 
8|pts as in stagnant blood ; — the natives run 
With garments huddled close around their head 
«Unto the nighest shelter : — night’s at hand, 

And universal terror shrouds the strand. 


IX. 

Nor think yc yet the city’s precincts free 
hVoni dread and peril on sudi stormy night ; 
Drives through the streets a sandy hurricane, 
And man and beast unto close covert flee ; 

Then should a spark of fire by chance alight 
On some broad terrace strew’d with fragile cane. 
The scene presents to view a frightful sight : 
Thick volumed dame to every blast of wind 
Bursts forth in snatches, like a giant’s arm 
Eager to grasp its prey ; roof after rooi 
WHliin its*gripe it seizes, stand aloof 
Base Copt and i\rab, wider spreads th’ alarm, 
'Flashes the fire out-raging — ’tis a fiend • 
Whose fotm each moment more terrific grows, 
With hair upstreaming, hell’s own lustre glows. 
Death in his front and horror in his eye. 
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That laughs in scorn at every pealing crash 
Of dome or minar — -Hurk I the piercing cry 
Of human anguish niing*ics with the clash; 

Then all is silent ! strange unearthly pause 

That ev’n the ruffians round for one short moment awes. 

X. 

Yes, all is silent I — vain too hope of aid, 

For where that cry burst forth is now one raid 
Of red and reckless flame — Work, work away, 

“ Yc sturdy vassals with stout iron staves, 

“Worthy of better masters, now display 
“ Your hardy courage ;* every nerve they strain, 
Mocking at danger — should such men be slaves ? 

“ The reeling column yields, down with yon wall, 

“ Your lives as ours are staked upon its fall.'" 

'Tis done, 'tis done I and the soul breathes again, 

And hope relumes once more each anxious eye 
Of the by-standers, and the stormy sky 
• Is hush’d, as morning breaks, in sweet tranquillity. 

But who shall paint that strange, that aching void, 

' Exhausted nature feels wdien all is tried 
In vain, on night like this, to gain repose ? 

Amid distemper’d dreams the eyelids close, 

But no refreshment follows, — thoughts confused 
Of crackling flames, shrill shrieks, and houses falling, 

Of Turks in fury raging, Arabs baw ling, 

Of flickering fire throughout the air diffused, 

Form in the mind an heterogeneous mass * ' ' 

Of vague existence ; — strange I but let th^^re pass 
On^tranquil hohr of pure and placid sleep. 

The mind to consciousness awakes to weep 
O’er its frail powers: — sad lesson this to pride ! 

Powers, at their best, to madness near allied. 
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XII. 

But short the time, O Nile I thy tenapests last ; 

With Spring's first dawn thy inundation 's past : 

And now serenely oti thy waters glide, 

Lifting along a thousand barks that ride 

O'er thy waves proudly, — others 'gainst the stream. 

As greets the morn the sun's aspiring beam. 

Their high-peak'd sails to gentle breeze unfurl. 

While 'neath their prow the eddying waters curl ; 
And painted canjas, plied by dusky throng. 

Straining hoarse throat to inharmonious song, 

With silken Ifmnncr waving, streamers gay. 

Across thy current cleave their rapid way. 

And here and there is seen a clumsy bark. 

Crowded with man and beast — a Noah’s ark, 

Forcing from side to side its lingering track. 

To where attending groups in patience stand, 

Or with their burthens crouching line the strand. 

It is a pleasant sight — a living scene, 

None will forget that ever once hath seen, 

That doth refresh the mind on looking back. 

XIII. 

And what upon the banks is all this crow d. 

Which bustling fills the air with clamour loud ? 

'Tis a rude throng, upon seme festal day. 

That trades and barters its small w^ares away ; 
Grey-bearded elders quarrelling for a para. 

And youngsters, new to life, that do not are a 
^igfor the^world, their turbans set awry, 

And the hot booza sparkling in their eye ; 

Frowzy faquirs begging from all they meet f 
Young Alhias lewd, dancing with naked feet 
To the strain’d tarabok's harsh sound, and boys. 

With cheeks distended like the piping faun, . 
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That blow the shrill zumarra> — hideous noise I 
As cry of swine for food at break of dawii ; 

And children riding in Ine turn-about^ 

Brim-full of folly : — *tis a rabble rout 
Of vulgar dissipation, like the crew ^ ^ 

That haunts thy motley fair, renowned Bartholomew ! 

XIV. 

And such, no doubt, of old the feasts impure 
To Mendes sacred, where licentious bands 
Of youths and maidens, trickVl out to allure. 

Carried about his image in their hands 
In solemn pomp ; or that where the happy cro\vd, 

In strains exulting, utter’d praises loud 
To their loved Isis, to Bubastis dread, 

While shook the sounding sistrurn o’er their heail 
The frantic priestess: — life is still the same, 

And though "wc dignify with other name 
Our follies, passions, yet, in spite of all. 

We are but creatures frail that needs must lull, 
Without thy saving hand, who gavest us breath, 

The God of Israel’s host, the Lord of life and death ! 

XV. 

Was it not here thy jwwer stood manifest, 

When Pharaoh dared oppose thy high behest ? 

When rose the Magi up in proud array 
Before tlie royal throne, and mock’d thy sway ? 

Then did thy servant Moses take his rod, 

And do such wonders as abased their pride, 

Set forth the majesty of the Jiving God, 

And struck their hearts with terror — far mid wide 
Through Egypt'^s realm the fearful tidings spread, 
,:And Nepth’s and Ammun’s idols bow’d their head, 
thy vast temples, Memphis, Tsan and No, 

To ^heir deep basements rock’d with dread, and lo ! 



CANTO I. 


397 


The King himself, immortal, friend of Pthah, 

“ Son of the sun, on earth a deity, j 
Whose rule is lx)unded only by thfc sky,’* 

Let fall his sceptre knd stood mute with awe. 

While Moses stretch’d his arm towards Nile’s broad flood, 
And changed its running waters into blood. 

XVI. 

Turn we to yonder rocky desert now. 

Where to the admiring gaze majestic rise 
Tho^ monuments to which all others bow 
\ In conscious littleness, unto the skies 
Lifting their heads in glory, vast, sublime, 

That have, alone, for untold ages past 
Proudly defied the ravages of time. 

And o’er so many generations cast 
Their mystic shallows — emblems of the sun, 

The boy-god Horus on his lion-throne. 

Mysterious temples ! tombs of sovereigns dread. 

Gone to the dust, whose very memory s dead I 
Fabrics immortal ! if to work of man 
Such boast be lawful. Come, and let us scan 
Their form, position, structure : now descending 
Through lonely passages with dubious light, 

And now our steps in strange emotion bending 
To lofty galleries, whose fearful height 
Mocks the dim taper’s radiance, 'till we come 
Unto a desolate chamber, and a tomb 
Of polish’d granite fashion’d — vain dispi. y ! 

Fof ev’n thb very bones are swept away ; 

Nor through the gloom obscure is aught descried. 

Save here and 8iere a solitary bat, • 

Sole tenant of this mansion of high state. 

That flaps his dusky wings in scorn of human pride. 
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XVII. 

Or let us mount the veficrable pile, 

And track the course irfeandering of the Nile 
By Mempliis’ groves; — does not the lieart expand 
At siglit of tliis famed spot, where priests of old, 
Skiird the wise laws of nature to unfold, 

By kings revered, ruled o’er the happy land, 

Now niarkld by dusky mounds ? — then see elate 
Misr, the Queen of Cities,*’ crown’d with towers 
Up to the clouds aspiring ’mid her bowers. 

And domes and minars throned in lofty state ; - 
Or trace the point where Rhoda’s shaded isle. 
Famed for its Mikias, divides the Nile ; 

Then catch its lessening stream that glittering flows 
By Shubra’s splendid kiosks, till the aching sight, 
Scarcely its course discerning, lost in light, 

■ To the green plain returns to seek repose, — 

A plain of waviilg corn extending wide. 

Whose sight alone might wake a monarch's pride. 

XVIII. 

And there are mouldering tombs about this pile 

To make the mind in serious hour reflect. 

Whose tenants, long released from toil and dread. 

Now form a part of th’ earth on which we tread. 

. ■’•1- 
Sdme died in war, perchance, and some of bile ; 

Some kill’d by too much care, some by neglect ; 

And friends attach’d have sculptured on the wall 

l^eir pious acts, their history, and all 

That might in life delight. In this we trace ' 

The favour’d hero of a kingly race, r 

Rich in domestib comforts, beeves, and kine : 

To please his fancy. Nature, Art combine, ' 

And place their various treasures at his feet ; 

Wild fowl, and fish of Nile, the ostrich fleet. 
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The wild hyaena, and the spotted pard, 

The crane, the capricorn, the wild gazelle^ 

Borne by attending slaves, in triumph, tell 
His rank and consequence ; while, near, a bard 
Sings to the harp his deeds; light tables there, 

Spread out with luscious fruits and viands rare. 

Invite his appetite, and many a guest. 

Inhaling odorous flowers, partakes the feast. 

XIX. 

Thus, after all, but poor is earthly fame, 

. Whether or*iot connected with a name : 

Bustling of ants, the busy hum of bees. 

Each in its way, no doubt, has charms for these ; 

The beaver builds an house no waters spoil, 

Yet trifling, to our thought, his mimic toil ; 

’Sublime to eyes below the eagle’s flight. 

Borne on the winds of heaven from human si^ht — 

Yet ’tis a pitiful exploit to soar 
• Above the earth a league or two, — no more. 

So, to the ken of angels, man’s short strife, 

His hopes, his struggles, glory, honour, life. 

Must as thin shadows pass, as bubbles gleam, 

That rise, and puff, and burst on Nile’s wide turbid stream. 

sf XX. ^ 

All sublunary joys at best are vain ; 

Men arc but galley-slaves, with each his chain : 

Of iron fasliion’d some must sorely gall, 

Of lighter metal this, and that of silk, 

Others so gilded o’er you well might call 
Them gold at fir^f sight, but we cannot bilk ^ 

Fate’s stern resolve ; for howsoe’er it be, 

’Tis still a chain, and irksome to the free : 

Man’s heart is covetous of the life to come, 

And pants his soul to reach its native home. • 
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Come, liaste we now, ere raging winter s frown 
Forbids the voyage, haste w'o, floating down 
Unto the sea-girt coast; — the Nile is past — 

Adieu ! ye date-groves and ye verdant plains, 

Whose cheering aspect memory still retains ; 

For we must bid ye now a long farewell. 

Between two ridges high and dull to sail. 

That skirt the broad canah until at last 
We reach all tired, perchance, by pale moon light, 

A range of rugged mounds that marks the site 
Of Alexandria, name for aye renowifd I 
Where high embattled walls wdth castles crown'd. 

In vain display, at an exceeding cost. 

Dazzle the sight, but ill defend the coast. 

II. 

And this the city Alexander’s pride 
Destined to rule the world ! as o'er the waste 
On landing here his searching eye he cast. 

And eager thus exclaim’d, “ My commerce widj|^. 

** O’er India stretches, Persia dreads my sway, 

“ And Africa’s dark sons in fear obey, 

‘I^This, then, our seat of empire.” — Erring man ! 

But little in the future couldst thou scan ; 

Not all thy talents by the gods inspired. 

Not all the ardour that thy bosom fired, 

Could reach thine aim ; though brilliant, short tiiy life ; 
Thy death left half the world in dubious strife : 

Nor could thy comprehensive mind foresee, 

I^ow dim the lustre of that dynasty 
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Thine Egypt sway’d, despots of haughty state, 

But fit alone thy faults to imitate, • 

Depraved by vices thitherto unknovfn, ' * 

With sisters, brothers shared the incestuous throne. 
Till God in anger swept the race away. 

And to the Roman eagle gave the land a prey. 

III. 

Yet noble was the enterprise to join 
Divided continents, and thus combine. 

On what was erst a tiarren spot and drear, 

The wealth and produce of each hemisphere ; 

To sandy rocks uncouth and naked strand 
Succeeded palaces and cultured land 
O’erdow’d with Nile’s sof't waters, the blue sea 
On either side pour’d forth its treasury 
Of countless vessels, — ’twas a glorious sight, 

To view their glittering sails, by morning light, 

‘ Sweep o’er the smooth and wide-extended hvd 
Of Marcotis* lake, whose banks were spread 
With the rich harvest of the luscious vine, 

Osiris’ first, best gift ; while through the line 
Of column’d porticoes, and arcades proud, 

’Kosc the deep murinur of the awakening crowd — 

IV. 

A crowd uifruly, full of discontent. 

Inclined to strife, dissentious, turbulent; 

Who oft, by some mad demagogue set ui. 

Would tear the prefect from his ivory tl. r^c, 

As 4t!appen’il once, their punishment severe, 

When Diocletian yow’d, in furious mood. 
Promiscuous slaughter till his horse in blootk 
Of rebel ftfc were drench’d ; -- then havoc raged 
Wide o’er the field, nor was his wrath assuaged 
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Till fell a chief wJiose blood aspiring stain’d 
The royal vest, when quCck his voice refrain’d 
The angry troops from ftght, that hillock near, 
Where yon tall pillar rears its head in pride, 
Memorial of his mercy, — now the guide 
Of watching seaman, as by Pharos’ fort 
His wind-toss’d bark comes rolling into port. 

V. 

There met the Indian with close silken vest. 

The pale-faced Jew, the Greek with haughty crest. 
The wise Phenician, and the sons of Tyre 
Rich in the wealth of Tarshish and Ophyr, 

The long-robed Persian, humbled then his gait. 

The learn 'd Chaldean sage with head elate, 

The happy natives from blest Meroe, 

And Scythians hardy from the Northern sea, 

Arabs from Iladramaut and Yoktan's shore 
With myrrh and frankincense and spices rare, — 

And Afric’s children wild, with welcome store 
Of shining gold, their emboss’d shield and spear. 
With poison'd barb, reluctantly laid by, 

Rude innate courage sparkling in their eye, — 

The uncouth Blemmyes, with look askant, 

Dragging along the bulky elephant, 

Of monstrous serpent tliat still hissing raves. 

Or leading gently the girafla on . 

With head erect before the royal throne. 

Where sat the king 'mid priests and trembling slaves. 
Who wait his pleasure to admire or frown. 

" VI. 

Of that vast palace, where the throne was set, 

And crowds obeisant bow'd before their king, *■ 
Where 'mid its cluster'd aisles collected met 
The<«thousand luxuries which from commerce spring, 
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That dazzling shone to bless the monarch's reign, 
No relics save two obelisks remain, I 
Of granite form'd, with such perfection wrought 
That chiefs and mighty conquerors have sought, 
I'hcir clamorous people’s fickle taste to please. 
Them to remove as trophies o cr the seas. 

A Caesar destined one, so Pliny writes. 

To deck the noblest city boasts our earth ; 

And Julian in epistle fair invites 

Its transport to the town that gave him birth ; 

. Vain their design, for when the vessels saw 
Its weight tremendous, they shrank back with awe. 
Undaunted still, Britannia's daring host 
Had borne it off' in triumph to their coast, 

But for the strange perverseness of one man, 

Who thwarted, ruler of the hour, their plan ; 

8o still neglected in the dust it lies, 

For future heroes no inglorious prize. 

‘ vn; 

Not far from these, three graceful columns stand, 

Their basements buried in the cumbering sand, 

Of sweet proportions and of granite rare, 

Smooth to the tou<-h as breast of woman fair, 

In beauty’s light resplendent, — these some Muse 
Has saved to designate, perchance, the site 
Of that museum, where, exposed to light. 

Collected lay to teach as to amuse, 

On fragile rolls inscribed by honour'd sag'* , 

• TaulTf s my^ic books, the wisdom of past ages. 
There too the original, alas ! now lost, 

Of that famed Septuagint, the proudest boast 
Of Philadefphus’ reign : — still to mine eyes, 
Appalling sight I the volumed flames arise 
Fraught with those holy spoils v/hich all deplore 
iliacrcd learning prize, or value ancient lore. 
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The rest one mass of ruins, heap on heap. 

Where at calm hour of noon jerboas sleep 
In sunny patliway. 'Tis a desolate scene. 

Where many a rude abyss obtrudes to light 
Arches of ancient brickwork, cisterns vast, 

And marble fragments in disorder cast ; 

And pediments, and columns, too, arc seen 
Disjointed lying round, — a painful sight 
Such wide destruction. Rises too a pile, 

By turban’d conquerors built with boastful guile. 
Of Saracenic workmanship, where oft 
From Minar high the hoarse Muezzin calls. 

And Echo answers from the towering walls ; 

And listless sentinel, from fort aloft. 

Sings to the breeze in dull monotonous tone, 

The red flag waving o’er him ; — yet alone 
Does man not wander here, — at dusky hour 
Of the dim twilight oftentimes doth range 
The v^ily fox along, and vultures cower 
O'er some torn carcase. ’Tis a wondrous change 
From the gay bustle of the port so near. 

That, pondering, almost strikes the soul with fear. 

IX. 

Still, pensive loitering, much 1 love to stray. 
Famed city, 'inong thy ruins, whilst the day 
Closes around me, there to meditate 
On lolly names allied to thy high state. 

Died Cleopatra here, who loved so well, 

Octavius, conquer’d, and his rival fell ; 

Hero Alexander, Caesar, Antony, 

Heroes of lofty stamp, whose voice, whose eye. 

Of that ethereal energy partook 

That awes inferior man with scarce a look. 
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Display’d their genius vast — spoil’d sons of Fame I 
Though i^t unclouded their illustri))us name — 

Men who on eartli rare as the phcchix rise, 

To strike the world with awe, to dazzle, and surprise- 

X. 

Men who despised command, and for a smile 
Of wanton woman, in the buoyant hour 
Of some high festival, in Love’s close bower. 

Would cast away, her favour to beguile. 

Kingdom and empire, life itself — nay more, 

Immortal fame would stake upon a throw, 

To sink in Thais’ arms, or feel the glow 
Of Cleopatra’s fond caresses — she 
Who held the impassion’d cup of harlotry 
To lovers’ lips, with so divine a grace, 

With such a passing witchcraft in her face, 

That seem’d she Pallas to the enamour’d eye, 

Or Isis clothed in radiant majesty. 

XI. 

And other names there are the admiring bard 
May well remember, held in high regard 
By all who venerate the Christian’s claim, 

By all who deem that priests may merit fame. 

Here Athanasius, by the Spirit led. 

Pour'd forth his anathema on the head 
Of the proud Arian, — here his fervid soul 
Stood like a rt)ck defying hell’s controi ; 

In every sense an hero, bold, inspired, 

WTGo sconfd all danger, and, whose bosom lireil 
With the great work intrusted to his hands. 

March’d on with equal pace, though hostild bands 
On every side their wicked warfare wage, 

And dared confront ’a tyrant in his rage ; 

And when at last by perse£ution driven. 
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Outcast on cartl), denied the way to heaven, 

Thy sheltering waters, Jjlile I around him rose, 

And saved the victim from a host of foes. 

XII. 

Enough of ancient times ; now cast we down 
A hasty glance upon the modern town, 

On Ileptistadium built, a strip of sand 
That joins the isle of Pharos to the land. 

Where Julius fought on that immortal day 
When press'd by fate he plunged into the sea — 

A motley town, wlicre Turks, Jews, Arabs meet, 

And bent on gain its rising commerce greet ; 

W’^herc strangers crowd of every sect and race, 

That make a second Babel of the place ; 

Where virtue blooms almost as verdure rare. 

And vice spreads like miasma through the air, 

Winning its subtle way — the Arab’s guile, 

The crafty Levantine’s base servile smile, 

The Turk's presumptuous cruelty, the bile 
Of wrangling Jew that woos the shady wall. 

The city's fame of old may well recall ; 

Man looks on man but as a welcome prey, 

And thoughtless of their end speeds on the unblushing day. 

XIII. 

Yet warning want they not; full oft gaunt Death 
Hovers around with pestilential breath, 

And strikes his helpless victims : — nought can save 
Him who imbibes the poison, from the grave ; 

To-day all cheerful, light, and full of mirth, ‘ 

And but to-morrow buried in the earth ; • 

Soon as attack’d, deserted — not a friend 
To watch with soothing eye his fearful end, 

JJor pay the last sad offices, biit all 

presence shun with hdrror, whilst his fall 
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Seems of their own the prelude ; — here the bride 
Sinks bljghted down, but lute her Iiusband’s pride ; 

"a 1 • 

And many an orphan wails a parent’s doom, 

And many an infant sinks untimely to the torn}). 

% 

XIV. 

Away from such a place on wings of speed ; 

Better to commune with the learned dead, 

Men who had minds — men too who deem’d us born 
For higher ends, whose breasts with angry scorn 
Look’d down on groveling vice, who, though untaughl 
To hope the Christian’s meed, still eager sought 
By acts heroic to attain a name, 

Whose bosoms, panting for their country’s fame, 

• Despised the merit which mere wealth could giyi , 
Happy, in conscious rectitude to live, 

To virtue bow’d, conteSm’d inglorious pride, 

And, when occasion call’d, as nobly died. 

XV. 

Fair Nature, too, her ample field dis])lnys 
In every clime to those who seek her ways ; 

’Tis but to choose our path where ivisdom guides, 
Where God approves, 'tis folly all besides. 

A bent to follow innocent pursuits, 

Knowledge of men and manners, that uproots 
Each idle prejudice, — an humble heart, 

Content in temperance to play its part, 

A free-born spirit, liealth and mind ai case, 

An aptness to bp pleased as to please, 

l5ear frieftds to love, and to be loved by friends, 

In these our sum of bliss begins and ends. 

• . 

‘What though at times the anxious mind may dwell 
On recollections, in some distant realm. 

Of earlier friends, of kindred, and may feel 
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The heart-strings tighten at the thought of them ; 

Or see,, as I do oft, the spires arise 
Of a loved native city, to mine eyes 
Unfolding all Jlicir beauty *mid.^he vale 
That bolds thi5m in its bosom, where tall trees. 

In well-kno>^clusters grouping, to the breeze 
Spread their rich foliage ; — not for this should fail 
The pilgrim in his duty, nor, unwise, 

Pine liis sad hours away in vain regret, 

Thankless, morose, on this one object set, 

But rather niake account of blessings he enjoys. 

XVII. 

And though dear ties, perchance, by death l)c rent — 
Ties on the ^Jiich our inmost soul had l)ent . ^ 

Its all of happiness — each comfort, bliss, 

Thought, feeling, or desire of life to c^me, 

Nay, ev’n its dreams, w'hcn fancy loves to roam, 
Day-dreams of hope delusive ; — not tor this 
Should man for aye sink down in wan des])air, 

Cursing at heart heavens, earth, the sea, and air, 

That form such suffering world ; but ratlier strivi', 
With firm and constant faith, to keep alive 
A patient spirit — haply long in vain, 

But time at length unlinks the fastest-woven chain. 
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I. 

And we are launch’d upon the Nile again, 

Sailing along with fresh Etesian breeze, 

Until we reach the broad and verdant plain 
Of ancient Thebes, where still her city sees 
Crowds of admirers, ’mid her temples vast, 
Lingering abroad, with thoughts bent on the pastr 
There Luxor’s massy columns front the sky, 

^nd catch ^ sombre majesty the eye, 

Where loose-eyed Almas now, O shame I resort. 
Ami sheep and goats fillip the spacious court — 
That court which kings, of old> were proud to tread. 
By whitc-stoled priests in awful silence led, 

To view deep mysteries depictured there. 

On sculptured walls, with more than artist’s care, 
The life of Meranon, sovereign, hero, god. 

Of beasts and wretches now the mean abode. 

jj. 

Yet may some studious eye delight to trace 
The wondrous history of his royal race — 

Here stands the mothcr-queen ’mid piou-’ priests. 
Attentive listening to their mild behesis. 

To mould her mind, imbibe religious lort 
Adfl make her worthy of the 3'outh she bore ; 

There gives she to the light her infant boy, 

By crouching Genii hail’d with rapturous joj^ ; 

The myslSc oval there commits to fame. 

Above the god-like child, . his princely name, 

As Horus typified,— knees there bent. 
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From sacred cow lie draws liis nourishment, 

Great Athor’s imaged fotin ; — his years increased, 
Now mark the j^oiith from matron’s care released, 
Before the king his father — in his hand , 

The undying Phoenix points to foreign land. 

O’er which his brilliant conquests shall extend 
Egypt’s firm sway, and higher lustre lend 
To those ifi sovereigns had already won ; 

Behold the father's rapture o’er his son, 

His eye beneficent, his look serene, 

Spreads a warm interest o’er the parting scene. 

III. 

Now turn and Memnon view in regal power. 

The gods his throne support, and subjects cower, 

In willing homage priests with offerings bend. 

And well-earn’d joys of plac*id healtlftittcnd 
His frugal board ; — again, with princely care, 
Observe him ministering, in awe and fear, 

Before the gods celestial, Athor, Phre, 

Mendes, Aniun, and that high deity 
Osiris hight, who hath in after days 
' Absorb’d, with Isis, the attributes and praise 
Of those more ancient gods by Tauth upheld. 

** For Man was credulous then, his bosom swcll’d 
With meek devotion at each priestly tale ; 

Were Tithyrambo named, his limbs would fail. 

At thought of Typhon, terror-struck, he *d bow : 
What then was Typhon deem’d, is Kali now 
O’er India’s sultry realms, where oft expire 
The suffering victims to appease her ire. 

f • 

IV. 

Yet better this than the rank infidel. 

Who nor believes in heaven, in God, nor hell, 
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Who blasts our hopes, who mocks at human fears, 
And him admires alone, O fool I \{ho dares 
Be boldly impious — his the noxiSus pride, 

All rules of faith, all order to deride ; 

Who sets aside religion with a nod 
Of sneering doubt, yet thinks himself a god — 

To Egypt’s realm such atheist not unknown, 
Where infidelity, too deeply sown. 

Riots unblushing ; — better, surely, far 
The chains of superstition, there no bar 
Exists to happiness. Humility, 

Thou dearest, first, best gift of infancy ! 

O may I aye preserve thee, still to bow, 

« In conscious ignorance, in reverence low, 

Before tliy shrine, O God I whose power unfuiTd 
Can save an atom, or destroy a w^orld. 

V. 

Nor, Luxor, be thine obelisks forgot, 

Half hid their merit on a cumbrous spot. 

Yet how they rise in sculptured radiancy, 

And bare their pointed summits to the sky, 

With high and polish'd gloss, that laughs to scorn 
The modern sculptor’s art, for time hath borne 
Genius of higher stamp than that which lends 
Its mimic efforts to such worthless ends 
As portraits, vases, copies -infinite 
Of w'orn-out statues men still carve, m spite 
To that high merit they despair to atu. ii'; 

Tlicir toib their efforts, as their envy, vain ; 

While they of cjd, the artists, had in view 
Grandeur of form, a taste to nature true, • 

And bcibty in perfection, which shall last 
Till earth itself hath to destruction past. 
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'Mid heaps of mud-built c];ttagc6, just by, 

A broad propylon lifts its tnass on high, 

Sculptured with scenes of battle, chariots light 
With eager warriors pressing to the fight, 

A bow in hand and quiver at their back, 

With lynx-eye watching keen the focman's track ; 
Ardent in courage, spearmen take their way, 
Covering ’neath ample shields their close array, 

Up to a towering fortress, whence the foe 
Large stones and missile w'capons furious throw. 

With desperate rage contending; others, bent 
On nobler conquest, storm the royal tent, 

Where a huge lion crouches ; Fear and Dread 
Hang o’er the camp — ’mid heaps of slaughter’d dead 
The giant-hero on* pursues his course, 

Snort his wild horses, bounding with rapid force, 
Such life, such spirit in their air and mien, 

That one might think ’twas Mars wdio held the rein. 

VJI. 

Visit we next Karnak across the plain, 

Smiling with richest verdure, ripening grain, 

Where rows of andro-sphinxes indicate. 

In mutilated grandeur, the high state 
Of old Diospolis, whose ruins cast 
Ev’n still a vivid radiance o’er the past. 

Columns and temples, porticoes sublime, 

O’erpower the astonish’d senses with their vast 
And solid masses unsubdued by time. « 

One fine jjropy Ion ’bove the rest doth rear , 

Its splendid front aloft, superior far 
To augh^ that Home, or Greece, or earth can claim • 
Of ancient portal. Fain mine eye would trace 
The storied tpum]ph there of Pharaoh’s race, 
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Memnon, Vocchoris, Amasis, or name 
Above them all, Scsostris, who lefl on • 

His conquering troops to Scythia’S northern zone ; 
But that its sculpture plainly marks the hand 
Of stranger-king, who since hath ruled the land. 

VIII.* 

Here too, Karnak, thy glorious temple rears 
Its pile, the wonder of past circling years. 

Tread lightly, traveller, tread, nor dare disturb 
Tlic awful silence of this solemn scene : 

If thou have passions, learn tliem here to curb, 

And banish from tliy mind all earthly spleen. 

How truly grar.d this lofty colonnade 
That greets majestic the admiring eye, 

Each pillar casting back its sombre shade. 

While all beyond lies open to a sky 
Still, blue, serene, and placid as when first, 

In pure perfection, it from chaos burst I 
What endless mines are here of mystic lore, 

Above, around, on every nook and face 

Of the broad columns which mine eyes explore ! 

And mark ! on yon tall capital, just by. 

That hangs as falling from its pillar’d base, 

Sits a white aged hawk, with half-closed eye, 

That seems to mourn his long extinguish’d race. 

IX. 

Where now the crowds that lifted up their hands 
Before his golden shrine so much rev ned ? 

"^Vhere mow the honours of his mitred head ? 

Where the bfUd-headed priests and youthful bands, 
With peals of music, standards high uprtar’d, 

The Icfhg procession through these aisles that led ? — 
Are they not number’d with the silent dead ? 

Gone to that rest to which w'c all must go. 
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Who have to tread this varying scene of woe ? 

Soon fly our infant years, hur youth a gleam, 

And manhood lipgers but a little space. 

And age the ending of a sickly dream : 

Passeth thus quick away race after race ; 

And ev’n this noble edifice*at last 
Must crumble into dust ere all be past. 

X. 

Hail to thee, lonely valley of the dead ! 

Compass'd with rugged mountains, wdiere the tread 
Of man is rarely heard, save his who roams 
From foreign lands to visit thy lone tombs — 

Tombs of long perish'd kings, who thus remote 
Their sepulchres have set in barren spot. 

Where not a blade of verdure ever grew : 

To me thou hast a charm for aye that's new. 

For 1 have cast, for days, weeks, months, my lot 
Among thy rocks secluded — oft at night 
Hath, the still valley met my awe-struck sight, 
Lighted by silver moon that seem’d to cast 
A lingering look uix)n thy ‘‘antres vast,” 

While many a blast blew, not iinmix'd with dread. 
That bore, methought, a chiding from the dead. 

XI. 

And I have waked at morn, or e'er the sun 
Plad shook his tresses o’er the mountain’s height. 
While, from behind its mass obscure and dun, 
Upwards in streaming rays shot forth the light; 

And mark'd with thrilling joy the god uproar ' 

His splendid countenance, all briglit and clear. 
Above its lofty sunimit; and have stood 
Braving his noontide force, w'hen in a flood 
pf furious heat he raged o’er hill and plain ; 

At eve, enamour'd of his beams, again 
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IleturnM to watch his golden car dlfecline 
In purple glory, casting round a. gl^w 
On mountain, valley, rock, and clilF below. 

That made them like to gems and rubies shine ; 
Then, lost in admiration, there have stay’d; 

Till, like a pageant, all had vanish’d into shade. 

XII. 

To-day is born a plant, to-morrow dies. 

And holds no lasting value in our eyes, 

15ut springs up last year’s favourite, and each hour 
Adds renovated beauty to its flower. 

Yon sycamore, with grey trunk spreading wide, 
Hath for long ages past withstood the tide 
^Of w'ind and weather, and its full broad shade 
Becomes a part of the still, smiling glade ; 

The father’s father there a refuge found, 

And his son’s son may shelter on the ground. 

By its close leaves o’ershadow’d : — thus the Sun 
Is as a parent, that, each circling year. 

Takes stronger fastening and becomes more dear. 

Is as a part of us, — his welcome ray 

Hath lighted up, from earliest time, the day ; 

And friends remote, and ancestors long gone, 

Have felt his beams benign, and blest the Sun. 

xin. 

Can I then wonder that, in the olden day? 

When Fiction o’er the senses held hei sway. 

Frail man to thy bright orb should beiu- His knee, 
TOou first-created, grandest mystery 1 
The world gets ^iscr now, a flaming star 
Hath from the West its radiance shot afar* 

O’er Indfti’s realms, shall dissipate the cloud 
Of darkness that enwraps her servile crowd.; 

Soon shall its influence scatter to the wind 
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The %llies, errors, horroft that still blind 
Her Brahmin- tutor’d children, as, of yore, 

In^ Egypt’s clinic ; for notf, in ancient lore, 

A rite, a practice, monster, god, or fiend. 

But finds its votailes still in credulous land of Ind. 

XIV. 

And, of such mystic fancies, in the range 
Of these deep-cavern’d sepulchres are found 
^ The wildeist images, uiilieard of, strange, 

Strikhig, uncouth, odd, picturesque, profound. 

That ever puzzled antiquarian’s brain ; 

Prisoners, of different nations, bound and slain. 
Genii with heads of birds, hawks, ibis, drakes. 

Of lions, foxes, cats, fish, frogs, and snakes. 

Bulls, rams, and monkeys, hippopotami ‘ 

With knife in paw suspended from the sky ; 

Gods germinating men, and men turn’d gods. 

Seated in honour, with gilt crooks and rods ; 

Vast scarabaci, globes by hands upheld 
From Chaos springing, 'mid an endless field 
Of forms grotesque — the sphinx, the crocodile. 

And other reptiles from the slime of Nile, 

Might furnish out amusement for a year 
To one whose nerves could dare withstand the sneer 
Of carping critic, prompt with eager haste 
To sweep the wretch away for such ignoble taste. 

XV. 

Hath not a legrned Sage, who lays down rules 
From northern AUiens, 'said, we all are fools r 
Who study ancient lore, or seek to know . 

How men ^ent oit a thousand years ago ? 

That, to speak candidly, for his own part, ‘ 

He docs not care a fig (cold, cold his heart I) 

'^For what the ancients were, w hen Abraham took 
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His journey into Egypt — that loolfc 

For illustration of the Holy writ J ^ 

‘Mong^modern Arabs, shows strange? want of wit ? 
Such axioms wise, pour'd forth by such a wight, 
Mus 4 I should think in charity, be right ; 

But then it follows that, for Sage like this, 

A Van-Diemen's-Land were perfect bliss. 

XVI. 

I am not qf such stuff ; I love to trace 
From earliest history the human race, 

Dear to my heart the patriarchal life, 
-Heaven-favour'd Abraham, his good churlish wife, 
And all those usages, to nature true, 
jyhich Arabs still on Jordan's banks pursue — 

The sweet simplicity of Joseph's ^ale, 

Ilis brethren's jealousy, his cruel sale 
Into a land of bondage, his high rise, 

The favour that he found in Pharaoh's eyes. 

His early wisdom, and his tenderness 
On haply learning Jacob’s deep distress — 

Is tale so genial to the land of Nile 
That it may well a leisure hour beguile ; 

And hours like these, in spite of critic's wrath, 

Are not the worst, by far, we pass on earth. 

XVII. 

I hate statistics, hate the very name ; 

^et them their honours due in cities claim : 

There, let bold schemers, with improved w ichfnes, 
MSke men nest single to increase their meail^^ 

And, calculating, <crush each opening germ 
Of native feeling— all things have their terift. 

I love not cows in stables, calves that ne’er 
Are doom'd to see the sun from year to year; 

Thanks to promoters of the Glasgow school, ^ 

^ VOL. II. 2 E 
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Who will that beasts, like men, should live by rale. — 
Green fidds, and grazin}' cattle that adorn 
The glowing landscape, mountains, woods, and caves, 
And tnckling waters, in some nook forlorn. 

Where rarely foot of man intrusive laves, 

And sunny rocks, and rivers gliding by. 

And old grey temples, full of mystery, 

In every dale and glen, that charm the eye. 

As in thy valley, Thebes ! 'mid these my soul 
Enjoys sensations 'bovc the world's control. 

Dwells on the past, unlocks great Nature's store, 

And feels the rankling ills of life no more. 

XVIII. 

And thus full many a line might I prolong. 

Dwelling on themes like tlmse ; my wayward song 
Might lead the traveller on, with weary step, 

Up the steep mountain’s side, a toilsome trip, 

And there, stretch’d out beneath his vision, show 
A scene might make the coldest bosom glow : 
Os'mandyan columns, and colossi vast, • 

That o'er the plain their long clear shadows cast ; 
And those high walls, devoted to the Sun, 

By great Sesostris ages back begun : 

Wliose glorious form, in battle fierce display’d. 

Firm, like Apollo, stands in might array'd ; 

And thy small temple, Isis, and the glade, 

Sacred to thee, where many a tomb is laid 
Open to vulgar eye by spoilers' hands ; 

And Goornoii’K^utcast village, where their bands, 
’Mid hollow caves and dead-men’s bones, rfpose, >, 
But night IS near, and hastens to its close 
This desulj^ry ^ train — is burst the spell, . 

J^.nd nothinsfleft me but to say, Farewell ! 
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XIX. 

Ill truth, it is a bitter thing to part J ^ 

From friends we love— it leaves upon the heart 
A sad and sickening void to say, Farewell. 

With fond emotion see' the bosom swell 
Of those wc quit, the agitated mien, 

The troubled eye, that speaks the mind’s deep’ pain, 
To press the hand that we no more may press, 

Then turn away, in utter wretchedness, 

In almost detestation of a life 

So full of inward struggling, abject strife— 

These are the pangs that aggravate our doom, 

And reconcile us to the oblivious tomb. 

^ XX. 

And so, loved valley, do I part from thee, 

For I have pass’d full many a pleasant hour 
Amidst thy tombs and temples, which have power 
To raise up in the mind bright imagery 
Of times remote, of nations now no more, 

Whose memory lives but in the ancient lore ; , 

Thy every tree, and rock, and monument, ' 

Or mountain gilded with the ruddy glow 
Of parting sun, at eve, in softness blent 
With the Nile’s azure, and the plain’s warm green, 
Thrills to my soul, with thoughts of what has beei^— 
A voice that calls me to the shades below — • 

XXI. 

^ The voice of one, on ea^th a more than fti .id, 
A^uardiaa spirit now, who oft doth lend % 

Her gentle influQpce to compose my mind, 

When cares corrode and angry passions blind : 

Nor long^he time ere we shall meet again, ^ 

Oh, never more, beloved ! I trust, to part, 

2eS 
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Past every shade of sorrow, every pain, 

That with thine image lihgers round my heart, 
Still weeping for thy los^, still desolate. 

Nor half resign'd to this last blow of fate : 

Then come, dear angel, at the hour of death, 
Close up mine eyes, and take my parting breath. 
Waft me, on wings of hope, with thee to heaven, 
And, with our children blest, be all forgiven I 
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31$ ; negbtiatioo resi^etinebis MSS. 346 * 

Botckha«lt, lkfr. Ms epterpris^ character, i . 48d ; par^ 

ticulars respecting Ms death, 39 ; his mterestmg on 
Egypt, 14H • .T V ; . 

Iputt, Alice, married to ThoH^as Sail^>i t' . *• 

.i.; — The Rev. George, i. 3 ^ / 

The Rev. T*. S. his intimacy Vi^ptia, i» 

60 ; his epitaph on Mr. Salt, ii. 287... ’ 


C- 

Cairo, excursion to the Pyramids of, i. 132; residence of 
Belzoni at, ii. 18; prevalence of the plague at, 138. 227; 
Mr. Salt's illness at, 151 

Caledon, Lord, his improvements at the Cape of Good Hope, 
i. 164 ; visit of Mr. Salt to, 400, 401 ^ 

Canning, Mr., Lord Valentia's visit to, i. 141 ; official letter 
from, respecting Mr. Salt, 142; his permission to Hr. 
Salt to return to England, ii. 218, 219. 238. 

Cape of Good Hope, arrival of Mr. Salt at, i. 69 ; agreeable 
society nt, 163 

chrli, visit to the caves of, i. 89 

Castlereagh, Lord, letters to, i. 404 ; appoints Mr. Salt Con- 
sul-General, 405 ; his refusal of Mr. Salt's request, 484 1 
which js' renewed, ii. 169, 170; grants it, 171, 172 

Cathedral at Litchfield, described, i. 271 « 

Caves, near the Pyramids, explored by Captain Caviglia, ii. 

92 

Caviglia, Captain, merits of, i. 493 ; his researches among 
the Pyramids, ii. 43 ; his adventurous and enterprising 
spirit, 6*4 ; sketch of his career, 65 ; his discoveries among 
the Pyramids at Ghizeh, 65 ; his descent into the well, 

66 ; awful situation of, 68 ; his return to Cairo, ib. ; ^deter- 
mines to pursue his discoveries, 69; difficulties of the 

X undertaking,' 70, 71 ; assisted by Mr. Salt, ib.; great pro- 
gress made by, ib; ; his prospect of success, 72 1 - arrives 
./a spacious chamber, 73; clears out the Queen's chamber, 

7^ ; further discoveries made by, 78 ; his examination of 
Ruins and Tui&uli on the banks of the Nile, 80 ; explol’es 

V the Mausoleums, 84 ; statues found by, 85 ; Cxaihines the 

V Catacombs in the vicinity of the Pyramids, 92 ; his exqji- 
y^tion of the Sphynx, 96 ; Mr. Salt's account of his dfs- 

" ioveries, 98.; laborious undertakings of, loi ; attacked by X, 



* '• ^ t' ' V" • 

pi^thatmili, ib*; 'gratiti]u& ol^\](d^ ; 

■ intereati^f tonaiiis discovered4}jr« lOS* ' » • 

ae«ert|^tion of tlfS opanio^ of tl^ Pyramiifof, ii.^ 

Chaifipollioiiy V.r (^eryatibns on a recent ^rk of, ii. 233 ; 

hia mode tha kieroglyphics^ 239 ; his negotia- 

. tioa f5r the purchase of Mr* Salt’s valuable Collection of 
* ap^tiquities, £6V!^65 

Cheltcut, church at/ described^ i. 1*12 ; interview with the 
Ras at, ld8; his kind inquiries, 199; conferencje with 
him, ib. ; residence of Mr. Salt at, 202 
Chelika Negusta,. an Abyssinian chief, i. 203 * 

Cimba, Dr. his death, ii. 231 

Cochrane,' Lord, joins thje Greekg, ii. 269 ; his affair off 
Alexandria, 272 

Coffin, Mr^d^rd Valehtia's servant), i. 81; sent to the 
Ras of Abyssinia, 185; reaches Massowa, 187; reported 
^dcath of, 403 ; his courageous conduct, 481 ; vicissitudeec. 
"^of, ib. ; curious anecdote respecting, 220 ; his letters tq 
Mr. Salt, 222, 223 : his mission to England from the Ras 
of Tigre, 270 ; his account of the last illness and death of 
Mr. Salt, 281 

Compact, extraordinary, i. 150 
^v.Congreve, J. F. his life saved by Mr. Salt, i. 12 
Constable, Mr, letter from, to Mr. Salt, i. 356 
V*Corry, Captain, accurate observations of, ii. 47 
Court, Lieutenant, appointed to command the Panther i. 90 ; 

' skilful seamanship of, 94; his presence of mind, IdO;*^! 

his correspondence with Mr. Salt, 137. 161 •« 

Cowan, Mr. his mission into thcr interior of Africa, i. 164 ^ 

Criminal offences, punishment of, in Egypt, ii. 195 ^ 

Crocodiles, enormous, i. 210; noble specimen of One, ii. 136. 



D., 

Darwin, Dr., attends Mr. Salt, i. '35 letter of the Consul 
to him,^i. 39 

Sir Francis,, i. 139 ; his correspondence with Mr. 

Salt, ii. 136. 199 • 

Davisom Mr., descends the well in the Pyramid of Ghizeh, ii. 
56. 78 

Dead, on the possibility of the, revisiting the earth, i. 14^ 
Deftardar Bey, his conduct towards Belzoni,'ii. 10 
D^kki, inscription on a'tempie at, ii. 116 , \ 
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Devra Damo, description of the mountain of, i. 192 
Dhalac-el-Kibeer, survey the^island of, i. 84 
Dixan, some account of the town of, i. 105. 126 
Dofter Esther, a learned man of Chelicut, i. 202. 220 
Dongola, horses of, ii. 172. 266; difficulty of penetrating 
the interior of Egypt, from, 213 
Dreams, remarkable, i. 52 

Drovetti, his valuable collection of antiquities, i. 472 ; ii. 

25 ; fracas between him and Belzoni, 115 
Duncan, Mr. (Governor of Bombay), his politeness towards 
Mr. Salt, i. 87 

‘Du Tertre, his beautiful collection of Egyj>tian drawings, ii. 
48. . 


E. 


Eagles, two shot, i« 1 1 1 
Edinburgh, Mr. Salt’s visit to, i.‘402 

Egypt, plague in, ii. 138; want of polite female society in, 
148; political events, in, 175; remarks on the office of 
Consul in, lOi ; punishment of criminal oifenccs in, 195 ; 
political affairs of, 200 

“ Egypt,” pObm entitled, by Mr. Salt, ii. 387 
Egyptians, ancient, remarks on the colouring of the, ii. 48. 
65 ; observations on their paintings, 88 ; on the sculpture 
ofthe, «99 

Elephanta, excavations around the Nileometcr at, ii. 186 
£11 wood, Mrs., her account of her introduction to Mr. Salt, 
ii. 181 

Epitaph on F. S, Gambier, by Mr, Salt, i. 379 
Esne, discoveries in the temple at, li. 140. 


Farington, Joseph, Esq. instructs Mr. Salt in painting, i. 14; 

his gentlemanly character, 21 « 

Fire-works, danger from, i. 216 ^ 

Florence, Mr. Salt’s residence at, i. 435» • 

Forbin, Mr., his purchase of ancient statues, ii. 8 

France, state of political affairs in, i. 421 • 

Frecmantle, Admiral, i. 432 

,Fmch, character of the, i. 426 

Friendship, constancy of Mr. Salt’s, i. 32 

Fuseli, Mr.) his singular promise to Lavatcr, i. 151. 
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G- . 

It 

(iallu Ox, or Sanga, erroneously (lescribed by Bruce, i.l DC 
Gambier, F. S. (a nephew of Lord Ganibier,) liis death, i. 

37C ; Mr. Salt's epitaph on, 377 
Gecz and Arabic languages, remarks on, i. J241. 252 
Genater, the capital of the district of Agawmc, i. 110 
Geneva, state of society at, i. 430 
( ienevese, character of the, i. 428 

Ghizch, discoveries of Captain Caviglia among the Pyramids 
at, ii. 65 

Gibba, beautiful situation of, i. 196 • 

Glover, Mr., instructs Mr. Salt in water-colour drawing, i. 14 
Gondar, impracticability of a journey into, i. 199 
Gordon, Captain, his enterprising character, ii. 205; fate of, 
ib. ; assisted by Mr. Salt, 211 ; difficulty of his undertak- 
ing, 212 

Gounioii, colossal statues discovered at, ii. 2 1 
Greek inscription, at Adowa, i. 220 
(luido, remarks on the paintings of, i. 435. 

IL 

lladjee, Alii, sent with letters to Abyssinia, i. 178 ; his account 
of his disasters, 1 80 

, riamet, his misconduct, i. 117. 118. 

11 alec, iiKpn’rics respecting a road from, to Zoola, iu 106 
Halls, Miss, (niece of Mr. Salt,) letters of Mr. Salt to, ii. 41. 
126. 193 

Halls, Thomas, his first acipiaintaincc with Mr. Salt, i. 15; 
his intimacy with him, 23 ; his advice to him, 24 ; letters 
of Mr. Salt to, on his mother’s illness, 3. 33 ; on her 
death, 34 ; and on procrastination, 55, 56 ; on his arriving 
at the Cape of Good Hope, 70 ; Mr. Sait’s visit to, on hia 
return from Abyssinia, 135 ; letters to. from Mr. Salt, 170. 
344. 358. 366, 367. 369. 371. 373, . 4. 377. 380. 393. 
418. 429. 442. 445; ii. 111. 166. 2io; his picture ol 
• the raising of Jairus’s daughter, 366. 369 ; letter of Mr. 
Beecheylo, ^6 ; invited by Salt to go to Egypt, ii. 62 ; 
Mr. Salt’s papers and MSS. bequeathed J:o, 215 
Hamilton, William, Esq. correspondence of Mr. Salt with, i. 
439. Al. 457; ii. 114. 139." 189. 203. 236. 298. 314, 315 ; 
his observations on Egyptian paintings, 88; • his lelto to 
Sir dpseul^janks. 319 * . 

storm at, i. 1 00 ' , 

with a chief of the, i. 102^; 9 picch 
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of an old man of, alarm caused by a party of the, 

Head, Major, his Journey Jtcross the Pampas, i. 319 
}Icber, Bishop, on the possibility of the dead revisiting the 
earth, i. 131 

Hellas, the, commanded by Lord Cochrane, ii. 272 
Hieroglyphics on the Mausoleums on the banks of the Nile, 
ii. 81 ; deciphered by Dr. Young, 116 ; and by M, Cham- 
pollion, 239 

Hippopotamus hunt on the banks of the Taeazze, i. 208 ; 

immense one killed at Damietta, 489 ; ii. 130 
Holcar’s army, devastation caused by, i. 88 
Holworthy, Mr., his acquaintance with Mr. Salt, i. 9 
Iloppner, Mr., the painter, i. 24; Mr. Salt becomes his 
pupil, 26 ; his kindness to Mr. Salt, 27 ; meets with an 
accident, 29 ; improvement of Mr, Salt under, 43 
Horns of an Ox, immense, i. 197 
Hydra, expedition to, ii. 273. 


I. 

Ibrahim Sheik, i. 493 ; his death, 493 
Idris, Nayib, cruel mandate of, i. 180 ; inquiries respecting, 
479 

Ipsambul, extraordinary discoveries of Bclzoni iji tlic temple 
at, i. 494; ii. 6. 10. 33; second visit to, 36 ; drawings of 
the remains at, 122 

Irby and Mangles, Captains, remarkable discovery of, ii. 72 
Irish, hospitable character of the, i. 398 
Italy, Mr. Salt’s tour through, i. 429 ; delightful climate of, 
U9- • 


. 1 . 

Jacob, Messrs., permission granted them to trade to Abys- 
sinia, i. 141 ; vessel fitted out by them to the Ked Sea, 
146; remarks on the speculation, 232 ; their kindness tp 
Mr. Salt, 266 '' 

Jidda, voyage to, i. 130 • 

Jowett, Mr., his friendly offices to Peaice, ii. 109; extract 
of a letter from, 154. , 


i,".. 


K. 


Ks^l^Uiet; fM,, assists Captain Cavigfia in his resodrebes 
llt'mcm^ ihe Pyramids, ii. 65. 69 
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Karnac, discoveries of Belzoni at, ii. 7 
Keys, Captain, (commander of thi Antelope), i. S)i 
Kings, Tombs of the, at Thebes, »described by Mr. Salt, ii. 
4C ; beauty of the paintings.in, 55 ; models of the, 1C8. 

L. 

La Fucntcs, M., accompanies Captain Caviglia in his dis- 
coveries among the Pyramids, ii. 65. Ct) 

Lahadj, ancient remains near, i. 17G ; introduction to the 
Sultaun at, 177 ^ 

Laing, Malcolm, lisq., M. P. on the statements of Bruce, i. 
284 

Lane, Mr., his progress in Arabic, ii. 273 

Latikia^ effects of an earthquake at, ii. 209 

Leake, Col., letter of Mr. Salt to, ii. 210 

Lebolo and Rosignani, their attack on Belzoni, ii. 23 

Lee, Mr., (British Consul at Alexandria,) ii. 158, 159 ; Mr. 

Salt’s letter to, 183 ; his death, 22C. 232. 234, 235 
Lee, Mrs., (Widow of the late Consul in Alexandria), ii. 148 
Leyden, Dr., death of, i. 317 • 

Life on shipboard, described, i. 71 

Linant, M., a clever artist, ii. 122. 133; drawings and 
sketches made by, 184. 204; purchases a valuable papyrus 
for Mr. Banks, 206 

Lisseyrg, F., his letter to Mr. Salt, i. 342 . 

Litchfield, visit of Mr. Salt to, i. 139. 266 
Littledalc, Mr. .lustice, an amusing companion, i. 418 
London, fascinations of, i. 48 

Louvre, removal of the pictures and statues from, i. 425 
Ludolf, M., his edition of the Psalter, i. 324 
Lushington, Mrs. Charles, her observations on the Tombs of 
the Kings at Thebes, ii. 57 ; her disappointment at Salt's 
death, 182. 


. M. 

Mackintosh^ir* James, i. 231 

Madden, Mr., attends Mr. Salt at the perieJd of his death, ii. 

282 ; ppens the body of Mr. Salt, 286 
Maitland, Sir Thomas, his view of the affairs of Egypt, i. 
443 ; promise of, 470 

Makooa tribes, deformity of the women of the, i. 171 
Malta, injury sustained by antiquities at, i. 487 
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Marian, the, cncoimtors a violent storm, i. \!i5 ; her penloii:* 
situation in Table Jlay^ 1G5; sails Iruin J\1osainbi((iJC for 
the Red Sea, 172 j anchors in Mocha roads, 178 ; arrives 
at Massowa, 187 ; danger of, 231 ; reaches l^enzance, ih. 

Market, Bosworth, progress of Mr. Salt at tlic school there, 
i. 9, 10 

Mary's Birthday, lines on, i. 414 

Massowa, advice respecting, i. 183 

Mausoleums, on the hanks of the Nile, ii. 82; description of 
their internal structure, 84; supposition of Mr. Sail re^ 
spccting, ib . ; statues discovered in, 8G 

Maxfield, Lieut., illru‘ss of, i. 85 ; appointed to the Assaye, 
00 

Memnon, the Younger, removal of the gigantic liead of, i. 
489 ; presented to the British Museum, ii. 32 ; its arrival 
at Malta, 53 

Milo, description of a theatre of white marble discovered at, 
i. 455, 456 

Minerva, temple of, at Milo, i. 460 

, the, sails for India, i. 69 

Missett, Majort (British Consul General at Alexandria), i. 
133; resigns his oHicc, 403, 404. 451 ; misfortune of, 455; 
entertains Mr. Salt, 465 

Mod) a, arrival of the Antelope at, i. 83 ; and of the Panther, 
91 

Mohammed Ali Pasha, his rccoj)tion of Lord Valentia, i, 
132 ; prosperity of his dominions, 445 ; his alterations at 
Alexandria, 452; request of, 458. 470; his gracious re- 
ception of Mr. Salt, 466 ; influence of the Consul with, 
469; his liberality, ii. 102; his designs on Abyssinia, 108; 
his present to Sir Sydney Smith, 114; grand expedition 
of, 176. 180; requests to be furnished with two frigates, 
189; critical situation of, 198; his policy towards the 
Turks, 241 

Moon, sovhriquct of the, i. 40 

Moonlight, march by, i. 98 

Moore, Sir John, sufferings of a division of the army of,,i. 
159 

Morgan, Mrs., (sister of Mr. Salt), i. 267 ; 'letters from her 
brother, 447; ii. 121. 227 

— — , Simon, (surgeon at Litchfield), i. 5 * 

, Miss jane, correspondence of Mr. Salt with, ii. 247. 


255 
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Mosambique, hospilalily of the Governor of, i. 107; slave- 
trade at, 1G8 ; seclusion of the ladies at. 172 
Mountnorris, Earl of, his death, i*4?C3 
, (late Viscount Valentia), correspon- 
dence of Mr. Salt with, i. 463 ; ii. 46. 120. 163. 164. 175. 
218. 224. 260. 311; commissions JMr. Salt to purchase 
ancient coins, 465. 473 ; his liberality to Pearce and 
Coffin, 483; letter of Lord Castlcreagh to, 484; injury 
sustained by antiquities sent to him, 486 
Miigga, inhospitable treatment at, i. 195 
Mummies, difficulty of transporting, to Europe, i. 473 
Murray, Rev. Alexander, letter to, i. 239 ; correspondence* 
between him and Mr. Salt, 240. 216. 250. 259. 260. 273. 
276. 296. 306. 321. 323. .328. 331. 334. 341. 345.349, 
350. 

Mustapha Aga, his friendly assurances, i. 184; interview 
with, 188. 


N. 

Nebrida Aram, kindness of, i. 120. 122 
Nogada Moosa, Mr. (Salt’s vomlucfour), i. 105, 106 
Nile, examination of ruins and tumuli on the batiks of the, 
ii. 80; extraordinary inundation of the, 131; singular 
phenomenon on the, 188. 


O. 

Ozzoro Tishai, visit to her, i. 122 
Asquall,(an Abyssinian Lady,) i. 193. 

P. 

Panther, the, her cruise to the Red Sea, . 90; arrival of at 
Mocha, 91 ; reaches Arkccko, 97 ; p^-iilous situation of, 
•130 

Papyrus, varfNkble, purchased at Elephanta, ii. 206 
Payez, Peter, inquiries respecting his celebrated work, i. 436 
Pearce, Nathaniel, anecdote of, i. 86: repents his former con- 
duct, 9l ; difficulties of, 93 ; accompanies Mr. Salt on a 
mission to the Ras of Tigre, 96; invited by the Ras to 
remain in Abyssinia, 124 ; his recommendation to Mr. 
Salt, 183; returns from Chelicut, 197; narrative of his 
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adventures, 201 ; .illness of, 206; reported (lentil of, 437 ; 
letters froiti to Mr. Snlt^ 444. 475, 476 ; ii. 105. 144. UG. 
153 ; his adventures in.iAbyssinia, 477 ; his escape from 
that country, i. 482; rcaclies Cairo, ii. 100; determines 
to proceed in search of Salt, ib. ; meets with Belzoni at 
Azarla, 110; arrives at Esne, ib. ; bis journals and MSS. 
137 ; acts as Mjxjor Domo in the Consular House, 143; 
his mission to Rosetta, 152 ; arrangements for liis depar- 
ture for England, 154 ; authentic particulars respecting 
his death, 156; his funeral, 158; character of, 159; nie- 
* raorandum of his illness and last moments, written by a 
^ medical gentleman, 150; liberality of. JMr. Salt to, 161; 

letters of the Consul in recommendation of, 162, 163. 166 
Penrose, Admiral, his friendship for Mr. Salt, i. t6 t, 465 
Pensa, Miss, married to Mr. Salt, ii. 147; portrait of, 166 ; 
her death, 226 

Philoe, discoveries at, ii. 140. 186 
Phonetic alphabet, Mr. Salt’s work on the, ii. 2 1'3 
Po, curious mills on the, t 43 1 
Pompeii, visit to the.rmns of, i. 441 
Pondicherry, journey to, i. 81 
Portuguese army, its entry into Abyssinia, i. 303 
Power, Mr. (surgeon at Boswortli), i. 13 
Procrastination, on the danger of, i. 54. 1,33 
Psalter, accurate edition of the, i. 32 1; Bthiopic copies of, 
479 ■ 

Ptolemy Philopater, ii. 140 

Pyramids, Mr. Salt’s Sketches and Plans of the, i. 495. 

Q. 

Quarterly Review, articles inserted in the, relative to Bel- 
zoni, i. 492, 493 ; mis-statement in, ib. ; paper on Egypt 
in, ii. 127. 


Ras Welled Selass^, his true character, i. 2QH, his reception 
of Mr. Salt, 2,14 ; translation of his letters, 253.352; 
reported death of, 471 ; confirmed, 481 ; civil wars con- 
sequent upon that event, ib. ii. 104 
Red Sea, the, attempt to explore the Western coast of, 
i* 83 ; voyage up, 83. 90 

i||i(;hards, Bingham, Esq. correspondence of Mr. Sal« with, 
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i. 413; ii. 40. 192. 226. 233, 234. 244. 251, 252, 257, 
258. 268. 272. 35?. 857. 39*. 360. ; letters of G. A. 
Brown, Esq. to? 365. 367 * 

Rivingtons, Messrs. Salt's negotiation with them for the 
publication of his work) i. 384 
Rome, Mr. Salt's account of his residence at, i. 436 
Ross, Mr. alarmed by thieves on the Nile, ii. 188 
Royal Academy, present and former state of the, contrasted, 
i. 20 

Rudland, Captain of the Bombay army, i. 90 ; an excellent 
sportsman. 111 ; accompanies Mr. Salt to the Ras of Aii- 
talo, 116; stationed at Mocha, 173 ; entertains Mr. Salt., 
178;' despatches received from, 184; his death, 478 
Russia, appiehcnded rupture with, ii. 174. 180. ;^18 ; crafty 
policy of, 198. 


Sack, Baron, ayfreeable society of, ii. 124. 133 
Sai-El-Haj^ar, ruins at, described, i. 458 
Salsette, ex(*ursion to the island of, i. 90 
Salt, Henry, born at Lichlield, i. 1 ; some account of his 
family and connexions, 2 ; his amiable disposition, 6 ; 
anecdote of him, 9 ; his projjress at the school of Market 
Bosworth, 10; instrinnental in savinjj the life of one of 
•his ('ompanions, 12; attacked by ap^ue, 13; his lessons in 
drawin*,^, 14 ;• Sent to London as a student in' portrait- 
painting, under Mr, Farinji^toi^ ib. ; first acctuuintaiice of, 
with xMr. Halls, 16; his (leficiency in his profession, 17; 
pursues his studies at the Royal Academy, 19 ; embarrass- 
ing* situation of, 24 ; placed under the tuition of Mr. 
Hoppner, 25 ; kindness bf that gentleman to him, 26 ; 
illness of his mother, 29 ; dilemma of, 30 ; determines to 
visit her, ib; his correspondence with Mr. Halls, 31. 33, 
34. 39, 40. 55, 56. 70. 170. 295. 35^' 366, 367- 369. 371. 
373, 374. 377. 380. 393. 429. 442. ‘ll > ; ii. 62. 111. 166. 
• 216 ; ^kath of his mother, i. 34 ; his own dangerous illness, 
35 ; atwSltid by Dr. Darwin, ib. ; his aberration of mind, 
36; bis reed very, and return to lx)ndon,42; his pecu- 
niary embarrassments, ib, ; commenced his career as a 
portiAit-painter, 43 ; determines to relinquish his profes- 
sion, 44 ; errors in his education, 45 ; social and convi- 
vial character of, 47 ; his devotion to the fair sex, 48 ; 
Ids first love, 50 ; death of the object of his afrection8f.5 1 ; 

‘ iTS — ' ‘ ' 
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constancy ofliis rtientlshi|), i. 52 ; roniarkablo dreams ot‘, 
ib. ; his habits of ]>rocrastination, ;A. 57 ; singular combi- 
nation of energy and promptitude in Ws character, 58 ; 
meditates a change in' his situation, 59; an unexpected 
opportunity occurs to him, ib. ; becomes accpiainted with 
I^rd Vaicntia, 00; proposes to accompany that nobleman 
to India, ; his departure from London, 09 ; his account 
of his voyage to the Cape of (lood Hope, 70; his arrival 
at Calcutta, 77; his tours in India, 78 ; visits Ceylon, 8 0; 
his further excursions in the Kast, 81 ; sails for the Rod 
Sea, 82; ‘goes on shore at the Island of Dhalac-el-Kiboer, 
84; his residence at Mocha, 80; sails for Ihnnbay, 87; 
S'^.ts out with Lord Vaicntia to visit l*conah aifd otiicr 
places in the interior of India, 87 ; dreadful scene witness- 
ed by, 88; his drawings of the c aves of ('arli, 89; his 
excursion to the island of Salsette, 90 ; returns to Bom- 
bay, ib. ; sails for Mocha, 91; assists in the survey of the 
coast of the Red Sea, 92 ; his attempts to discover the 
site of Adulis, ib. ; returns to Moclia, 94; sent by Lord 
Vaicntia on a mission to the Ras of Tigrc, ib. ; account of 
his adventures during the journey, 97; his arrival at An- 
talo, 112; his interview with the Ras, 113; explanation 
with him, 117 ; his journey to Adowa, 119; examines the 
antiquities of Axum, 120 ; tpiits Adowa with regret, 123 ; 
his confidence with the Ras re-t stablishcd, 12I'; takes 
leave of him, 125; his journey buck towards Massowah, 
12G ; joins his friends on board the Panther, 128; termi- 
nation of his first journey to Abvssinia* ib. ; sketc hes 
made by him during his excursion, 129; his jiorilous situ- 
ation, 131 ; arrives at Jidda, 132; his stay at (’airo, ib.; 
embarks in a canja on the Nile, and ])rocceds to Alexan- 
dria, 133; his return to Rngjand, 134; visits his friends 
in London, 135: his character improved by travel, 136; 
letter of Captain (a)urt to him, 137; visits his native city, 
139; arranges his jounial for the press, ih. ; liiN second 
mission to the Court of Abyssinia, 143; his ])rcparations 
for the voyage, 147; suddenness of his departure, 148/ 
singular compact entered into by him, 150; reported 
death, 153 ; his unpropitious voyage, 155 ; his corre- 
spondence with Lord Vaicntia (afferwards Lord Mount- 
norris), 155. 1*69. 381. 384. 386. 396. 398. 4t)J. 405, 
406. 408, 409. 421. 430. 463. 465. 487. 493 ; ii. 40. 
120. 163, 164. 175. 179. 218. 224. 260 ; his unex- 
pected return, i. 157; re-embarks at Portsmouth, 158; 
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his letter to Captain Court on arriving at Madeira, 
i. 1()1 ; his reception at the Cape if Good Hope, 163; his 
detention there, 165 ; his voyage Mosainbique, 167 ; his 
sojourn at that place, ib. ; deprecates the slave-trade, 
168; his account of the women of the Makooa tribes, 
171 ; his voyage to Aden, 172 ; dangerous adventure of, 
175; sets out for Lahadj, 176; his protracted stay at 
Mocha, 179 ; efrrives at the Ainphila Isles, 180 ; receives 
letters from Pearce, advising him as to the best method of 
prosecuting his mission, 183; assurances of Mustapha 
Aga to him, 184*; despatches Mr. Collin to the Ras, ib. ; 
sails for Massowa, KSG ; joiiiod by Coftin and Pearce, 
187; liis inter\ie\v with Mustapha Aga, 188; proceeds 
with the Kafila to Abyssinia, 190; his adventures on the 
route, 191 ; his des<Tiption of llio galla o\, 196; gra- 
ciously receivtid by the Ras at Clielicut, 198; delivers his 
Britannic Majesty’s prestmls to him, 200; liis excursion 
to the river Tacazze, 203 ; airi\i*s at Agara, 204 ; resumes 
his .lourney, 205; Ids adventure on the banks of the river, 

• 207; rejoined l)y Pearce and proceeds to Chelicut, 210; 
his conferences with the Ras on the subject of his mis- 
sion, 212; his presence of mind, 215; his departure, 218; 
embarks in a dow at Massowa, 229 ; reacluis Mocha, ib. ; 
sails for the Cape^of (mkhI Hope, hut ])roce('ds to Bombay, 
230; his arrival there, ib. ; embarks for Kngland, 231; 
arrives at Penzance, ib. ; results of his expedition# 232 ; 
his unexpected ap[)earance in London, 236 ; miS^ablc 
plight ol', 237 ; his fiecjiient attendance at the Foreign 
Office, 238 ; his conespondence with the Rev. Alexander 
Murray on Abyssinia, 210. 2 Hh 250. 258. 260. 273. 276. 
296. 306; visits his father, and other relatives in Lich- 
lield, 2(f6 ; Ids rambles iluring his sqjonni in that town, 
271; boyish feat of, 1^72; returns to J.ondon, 273 ; his 
illness, 294* ; goes to Bath, for the bcuent of Ins health, 

• ib. ; arranges his ])apers for puhlicatio'* 296 ; becomes a 

Member of the British and Foreign Bible ociety, 321 ; his 
•orrcspondence with the Rev. Mr. Murray, on the subject 
of the MSS. of the Scriptures left by Bruce in 

possession m his widow, ib. 323. 328. 331. 334*. 341. 
345 ; returns to Lichfield, 342 ; iutcrefts himself on 
behalf o£ a French ottiecr, ib. ; thrown from Ids horse, 
343; returns to Loudon, 345; accompanies Mr. Justice 
Bosaiupiet on a Tour to Wales, 349 ; receives an epistle 
from the Ras of Abyssinia, 350 ; letter from Mr. Con- 
stable, of Edinburgh to, 356 ; undergoes a surgical opera- 
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tion, i, 358; alarming’ fit of, .3G0; diverts the tedium of 
illness !)y writing squrbs on liis friends, 3G3 ; a young 
lady’s revenge on him, ib. ; prepares his travels for pub- 
lication, 3G5 ; goes to *the sea-side for his health, 374 ; 
his epitaph on a nephew of Lord Gambier, ib. ; returns 
to London, 381 ; reception of his Work by the j)ublic, 
388 ; his correspondence Avith the Right Hon. Charles 
Yorke, 390; ii. 162. 168. 171; returns- to Lichtield, i. 
392 ; his visit to Ireland, 394. 400 ; proceeds to lul in- 
burgh, 401; a])poiiitcd Consul-General in Kgypt, 406; 
bids firrewcll to his family, 408 ; Lord N'alcntia’s invitation 
to, ib.; his attachment to a young lady at Lichfield, 
411 ; rejected by her, 412 ; his letter to Mr. Richards on 
that occasion, 413; his verses on Iut birth-day, 414; 
takes leave of Lord Valentia, 41.0; returns to London, 
416 ; his last interview with Mr. Halls, 417 ; proceeds to 
Brighton, ib. ; account of his embarkation, 418; his first 
letter after leaving Lngland, 421 ; his remarks on the dis- 
turbed state of Trance, 422 ; his Tour through Italy, 429, 
430; describes his passage over the Sem|)lon, and his ar-* 
rival at Geneva, 139 ; detention of, at Malta, 442 ; his 
letter from Malta to his sister, Mrs. Morgan, 447; his 
arrival at Alexandria, 451 ; his letters to W. Hamilton, 
Esq. on the affaiis of Egypt, ib. 457 ; describes his first pro- 
cejedings in his Consular Office, 465 ; his correspondence 
with Peaice, 476 ; death of his father, 483; his applica- 
tion d? Lord Castlcreagh for leave of absence, ib.; refused, 
484^ })ropcrty left to him, ib. ; recommendation of Sir 
Josej)h Banks to, 485 ; conduct of the Trustees of the Bri- 
tish Museum towards him, 486; curiosities forwarded by 
him to Lord Moimtnorris; 487 ; projects with Mr. Burck- 
hardt, the removal of the head of the younger ^eninon 
from Thebes, 489 ; his first acquaintance with and kind- 
ness to Belzoni, 490 ; his account of the discoveries of that 
enterprising individual, 493 ; his plain statement of facts* 
relative to Belzoni, ii. 1 ; his agreement with that gemtlc- 
inan, 27; discoveries of Bel/oni under his anspiees, 3l«; 
his letters to Sir Francis Darwin and Mr. Kict^rds on the 
death of Burckhardt, 39 ; his correspondence with Miss 
Halls, 4-1. 126. 193 ; accompanies Lord BeJmore in his re- 
searches at Thebes, 45 ; his letter to Mr. Bankes on 
the subject of Theban antiquities, 53; eulogises the co- 
louring of the ancient Egyptians, 55 ; his surprise at 
Belzoni's protracted stay at Cairo, 59; dcsciil)es the 
opening of the Pyramid of Cephrenes, 60 ; examines 



INDEX. 


487 


tlie chambers in the great Pyramid, in conjunction with Cap- 
tain Caviglia, ii. 73; describes the internal structure of the 
Mausoleums on the banks of the^Nile, 84 ; his account of 
the appearance of the Sphinx, after it was denuded by Ca- 
viglia, 9(> ; contributes towards the expenses of that gentle- 
man, 102 ; invitosPcarcc to join him in Egypt, 105 ;* absent 
on an excursion in Upper Egypt on Pearce’s arrival, 109; 
attacked by illness while there, 111 ; his correspondence 
with W. Hamilton, Esep 114. 139. 189. 230; and with his 
sister Mrs. Morgan, 121 ; and with Sir Francis Darw'in, 136; 
Pearce acts as Major Doiiio in the Consulate House during 
his absence, 143; his estimate of Pearce's services, 144; » 
his letter to him announcing his marriage, 14(i ; his im- 
paired constitu^on, 149; his wife’s unremitting attentions to 
him during hv§ repcat<‘(l illnesses, 151; authentic particulars 
of the death of Pearce given by, 156; hisletters tohis friends 
in baigland, detailing the death of Pearce, 162, 163, 164, 
165. 168. 171 ; applies for leave of absence, which is grant- 
ed by Lord Castlereagh, 171 ; bis inability to avail himself 
of his leave of absence, in oonscciuence of an apprehended 
rupture with Russia, 174 ; his letter to Lord Mountnorris 
descriptive of political events in Egypt, 175 ; sends a large 
collection of antiquities to the British Museum, 178; attaek- 
ed by typhus fever, 179 ; his correspondence Avith Mr. Lee, 
the British Consul at Alexandria, 183^ his letters to Sir 
Frjnicis Darwin on the policy of Russia, 189 ; on the un- 
settled state of 'furkey, 203 ; his account of fh<»YerribIo 
oarthquukc at Alej)p(>, 207 ; extract of his letter to Lionel , 
Leake, 210 ; T.ossof liis MS. work on Abyssinia, Egypt, and 
Arabia, 215; impn)\emcnt in bis health, 21 7; renews bis re- 
quest for leave of ubsenee, 219 ; bis verses on the death of 
hi^ infant, 221 ; Collin's letters to, 222, 223; bis severe trials 
in 1824, 225 ; death of bis wife in child-birth, 226 : parti- 
culars of that event in a letter to sister, 227 ; bis inten- 
tion of visiting Europe, 232 ; c nnposes a Poem, entitled 
“Egypt,” 232; reprinted, 387- ; sends to England 

, for publication, an Essay on J j-r roglyphics, 244; his 
remarlft on Cham poll ion’s explanation of the Hiero- 
glyphi(’s, 239 ; his letter to Miss Jane F. Morgan, 
247. 255 ; his collection of antiquities at Leghorn, 
245 ; of the King of France for them, 251 ; his suf- 
ferings under disease and sorrow, 255 ; fatigue of his two 
Consulates, ib. ; disposal of his collection of antiquities, to 
the King of France, 26'i ; his desire to return to England, 
ib. ; pleasure of, at again meeting Coffin, 270 ; renewed 
illness, of, 274; his letter to M. Santoni, ib.; intelligence 
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of his death, communicated in a letter to Mr. Thurburii, 
ii. 276 ; particulars of hii will, 278 ; CGflin’s .account of his 
last illness and death, 281 : post-mortem examination of 
his body by Mr. Madden, 28G ; his funeral, ib. ; his mo- 
nument and epitaph, 287 ; summary of his character, and 
of the leading events of his life, 290 ; account of the trans- 
actions between him and the Trustees of the British Mu- 
seum respecting the purchase of his Collection of Egyp- 
tian antiquities, 295 

Salt, Julia (Mr. Salt’s infant daughter), lines on ijie death of, 
ii. 221 

Georgina, anxiety of Mr. Salt for, ii. 229, 230. 235 

Thomas (father of Henry), some account of, i. 1 ; his 

melancholy fate, 5; his person describee^ 268 ; original 
turn of his conversation, 269 i his laconic •advice to his 
son, 402, 403 ; his death, 483 

Dr. (brother of Henry), i. 8 ; his letter to Lord Valen- 
tia on his brother’s going to India, 63 
Charles, his letter to Mr. Halls, i. 38 
Samen, view of the mountains of, i. 20 1, 20.5 
Santoni, M. (Mr. Salt’s agent at Leghorn,) ii. 250, 251, 
252. 262 ; last communication of Mr. Salt to, 275 ; lettiT 
of Mr. Thirrburn to, 276 ; acquaints Mr. llicharcls of Salt’s 
death, 279 

Sarcophagus, magnificent, discovered at Milo, i. 459 
Scriptures, proposed distribution of the, in Abyssinia, i. .322. 
324 > ^ _ 

Semplon, description of a journey over the, i. tJl. 139 
Seringapatam, arrival of Lord Valent ia at, i. 82 
Shangalla, their language and maimers, i. 241 
Shihah, alarm at, i. 109 ^ 

Ship, life on board one, i. 71. 

Slave-trade, reprobation of the, i. 168 

Smith, C. C. Esq. his letter to the Rev. Alexander Murrav, 
i. 239 

Smith, Sir Sydney, present of the Pasha to, ii. Ill 
Sphinx, excavation of the, i. 493 ; ii. 96. 99 
Sporting in Abyssinia, i. 204, 205 
Storm at sea, described, i. 155 
Stratton, Major-Ge»?eral Sir Joseph, ii. 15 
Stuart, Mr. disappointment of, i. 219 
Subegadis (^afterwards Ras of Tigre), some account of him, 
i. 109 ; his abilities and cour.agc, 182 ; reciuest made to, 

' li. 177 

Sunset, magnificent, in Abyssinia, i. 205. 
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T. 

Tacazze river, excursion to the, i. ^03 ; arrival on the banks 
of the, 207 ; hippopotamus l\pnt at the, 208 
Taranta, ascent of the mountain of, i. 102. 104 
Tellez, purchase of a copy of his work, i. 437 * 

Thebes, extraordinary success of Belzoni at, ii. 32. 36 ; de- 
scription of the Tombs of the Kings at, 47 ; beauty of the 
paintings in, 55; Gateway, or 'rriumphal arch at, 113; 
researches of Mr. Bankes at, 118. 139; models of the 
Tombs of the Kings at, 168 ; Yanni’s discoveries at, 185 
Thunder-storm, tremendous, i. 195 • 

Th urban, Mr. his letters to M. Santoni, on the death of Mr. 
Salt, ii. 276, 277 

Tigre, mission to the lias of, i. 95 

Tigre-t^r, a singular disease, i. 222 

Tmai, some account of the ruins of, i. 460 

Turinga (the wife of Pearce), ii. 144, 145 ; her death, 153 ; 

her attachment to her native country, 155 
Turkey, remarks on the office of Consul in, ii. 194 ; unsettled 
state of affixirs in, 196. 198. 203. 


V. 

Valentia, Lord, his friendship for the Butt family^j 3 ; his 
first a(*(|naintanco witli Mr. Salt, 60; who dctermint\to ac- 
company him to India, 62 ; letter of Dr. Salt to, 63 ; 
his departure from Londpn and arrival at Madras, 81 ; 
proceeds from Seringapatam to Mangalore, 82; his voy- 
age up the Bed Sea, 83; goes f)n shore at Dh,alac-el- 
Kibecr, 84 ; anecdote of, 85 ; his intention of visiting 
Poonah, 87 ; <piits Bombay, 88 ; returns to Mocha, 94 ; 
sends Mr. Salt on a mission to the Las of Tigr6, ib.; his 
dejiarture for Jidda, 130; his propo Icn for opening a 
trade with the Bed Sea, 140; con.'* unication of Mr, 
•Canning to, 142; his correspondence with Mr. Salt, 169. 
381. 3M. ^6. 396. 398. 405, 406. 408. 421. 430; al- 
lusion to his T’ravcls, 262 ; his charges against Bruce, 
283 ; his illness, 394 ; his account of thfi ruins at Tmai, 
460 • 

Vashon, Captain, offer of, i. 83 ; returns from a cruise, 86 

Venice, paintings at, i. 433. 446 ; public buildings of, 434 ; 
fallen state of, 440 
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Vernoi^ Signor, attends Mr. Pearce during his illness, ii. 159, 
16 ^ • 

Vertust review of Russia^ troops at, i. 4^3 
Vesuvius, Mount, ascent c^,^. 450 
Vincent, Dr., conjectures of« 1 . 9% 

Vlsie^, Remarkable, i. 151 ^ 

Vismes, Comtesse de, i. 4. 

W. 

Walmass, Ur« Pearce recommended to apply to, ii. 144 
Warden, Mr, (Secretary to the Bombay Government), letter 
of,i,.471 . 

Weatherhead, Captain, dangerous situation of, i. 1G5. 230 
Wdilesley, Marquess, his approbation of Mr. Salt’s piocced- 
ings, i, 

(Welraen, Captain, (Commander of the Minerva,) i. 69 
s^erkitarve, description of the inhabitants of, i. 20.5 
'^^odahouse, the Rev. Dr. amiable charactei of, i. 139. 267. 

« 70 . 

Y. 

Yanni, ill-treated by the Arabs, ii. 12; exertions of, 183; 

his interesting discoveries at Thebes, 185 
Vasous, Baliarnegash, character of, i. 227 
Yorke, Mr., his correspondence with Mr. Salt, i. 390 ; li. 

168. 307 5 his letter to Lord Castlereagh, 171; letter 
, ""'of aijf i. Banks to, 317 ; reply to, ib. 

Dr., opinion of, i. 461 ; his explanation of hierogly- 
phics, ii. 116 ; system of remarks on the, 117. 

Z* 

Zullah, attempted discoveries near, i. 93. 


THE END. 
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